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Governor Michael Dukakis Tuesday administered the oath of 
office to Charles A. Dotten of Boston as the state ' s first Affirmative 
Action Director. 

The Governor , in swearing-in ceremonies in his office this 
afternoon, also called for legislative approval of a full-time, 
reorganized Massachusetts Commission Against Discrimination, terming 
it "essential if we are going to be effective in attacking 
discrimination wherever it exists." 

'I'he 43-year-old Do tten will assume a central role in the 
Dukakis administration ' s efforts to redress past patterns of racial, 
ethnic and sexual discrimination in state government. 

Executive Order 116, whic h the Governor issued May 1 to beef 
up existing state equal opportunity employment practices , gives the 
Affirmative Action Director broad discretion over state hi ring 
procedures . 

If he finds that state agencies are not abiding by affirmative 
action plans, the director may delay personnel actions until corrective 
action is taken. He will coordinate the activities of affirmative 
action officers in each state agency, and may refer all susp~cted 
violations of anti-discrimination statutes to the MCAD. 

The Governor sought fundi g forte Affirmative Action Director 
in the fiscal 1976 budget. When thi was not approved, he allocated 
$22,800 from his own office budget for Dotten's salary. 

"Legislation designed to strengthen the M.CAD by making it a 
three-member, full-time commission rather than a four-member part-
time body has been before the Legislature for months now," the Governor 
said. 

"The bill, which passed the Senate in the waning hours of last 
week 's session and is now before the House Ways and Means Committee, 
is similar to the bill which reorganized the Department of Public 
Utilities earlier this year and which went a long way toward giving 
the consumers of this state a public utility regulatory body worthy 
of the name. 

"Pdssage of the MCAD reorganization bill is essential now if we 
are to deal effectively with instances of racial, sexual, ethnic and 
age discrimination. Without the bill , I am afraid the Commission will 
never again be the effective force it was back in the 1960's. " 
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The Governor said he has asked the llouse and Senate Ways and 
.Means Committees to approv- $80,000 in discretionary funds "to 
alleviate a public hearing backlog at MCAD that thr0atens to undermine 
the work of the Commission." rrhc agency 's budget was cut sharply this 
year , he noted. 

''Right now, MCAD has some 200 cases where sufficient evidence exists 
for a public hearing, but it has sufficient funds to hear only about 
20 such c ases . Without those hearings , we would be telling 180 people 
that our commitment to investigate and remedy discri1nination is 
meaningless. And we would be telling the taxpayers -Lhat the hours and 
hours of investigation and preparation already undertaken by the 
Commission on these cases has been wasted. 

"Without full-time leadership and without adequate funds, it's 
remarkable thc.t MCAD staffers have done such a good job in handling 
some 200 grievances a month. But the Commission simply cannot be 
effective unless the Legislature moves at the end of the month to 
reorganize the Commission," the Governor said. 

The new affirmative action director, Detten, was formerly 
employment manager and urban affairs supervisor for New England 
Telephone , and was responsible for developing recruiting programs 
for high schoo students and ninority gr oups Prev iot1~1y h0 
coordinated the phone company's effort to comply with the Occupational 
Health and Safety Act, and developed training programs to assist 
high school students in qualifying for skilled jobs. 

Detten has served as a probation officer for Suffolk County -
Superior Court and as program director of the Boston Boys Club and 
United South End Settlements. A graduate of Assumption College in 
1959 , he will assume his new duties Monday. 
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