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REVERE -- Governor Michael Dukakis Wednesday signed into law a 
bill which he said ''will help make Revere Beach a great regional 
recreational center once again and could well spark the revitalization 
of the City of Revere and surrounding communities." 

The Governor, joined by Senate Majority Leader Joseph C. 
Dicarlo of Revere and Mayor William Reinstein , signed the legislation 
on the bandstand at Revere Beach and then toured the beachfront on 
foot with a team of local and state officials and citizens' groups. 

The bill, H.6899, authorizes the Metropolitan District Commission 
(MDC) to spend $5 million to improve and enlarge Revere Beach. 
"The MDC will be able to acquire by outright purchase . by eminent 
domain or otherwise, land and buildings adjac e nt to the beach for what;' 
he said, "could be a magnificent beachf .cont park." 

The bill also authorizes the MDC to sell or exchange land on the 
non-beach side of Revere Beach Parkway whi ch is currently being used 
as parking lots. Private developers plan to construct condominium 
and subsidized rental housing on this property following careful 
design review by the city and· state. 

The Governor commended Senator Dicarlo for "cJnceiving of this 
far-sight ed legislation and working so hard with Representati ve 
Cataldo, Representative Doris, Mayor Reinstein and others to get it 
enacted into law. 

"This legislation," Dukakis said, "will help make Revere Beach 
a great regional recreational center once again and could well spark 
the revitalization of the City of Revere and surrounding communities 
as well. · 

"First and foremost, the bill creates the conditions for a new 
and improved public beac h for all the residents of Eastern 
Massachusetts. At the same time, by allowing the MDc · to sell or 
swap land behind the be~~h that could be used more extensively and 
productive ly, the legislation creates an important new development 
site which will bring new housing, new jobs and new tax revenues to 
the •city." 
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The Governor said the bill is a tangible sign of progress toward 
the administration's goal of revitalizing the state's older cities 
and making them centers for development. 
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"There is a . growing sens e both nationally and in the Commonweal th 
that it makes a great deal of sense to focus development on older 
urban centers," the Governor said. "Revere is exactly the kind of 
place where this policy makes sense, and the effort behind the 
Revere Beach Park Bill -- by marshalling state, local and private 
resources in a unique revitalization plan -- is a classic example 
of how that policy can come to life." ' 

Dukakis went o_n to empr.asize that "private developmE;nt that 
occurs on the site behind the improve d MDC beach will not be allowed 
to detract from the excellence of the beach." The legislation, he 
noted, provides for the establishme nt of a Revere Beach Design 
Review Board, which must approve preliminary design plans for any 
private development on parcels the MDC is authorized to sell prior 
to the actual sale of the land. 

The Design Review Board will consist of the Secretary of 
Communities and Development as chairman; the Commissioner of the 
MDC; the Director of State Planning ; an appointee of the Mayor of 
Revere ; a member of the Reve re Beach Citizens' Advisory Board; a 
registered landscape artist; and a representative of the Governor's 
Coastal Resources Task Force. 

Alba Corp. of Revere has already announced intentions of 
constructing a $100 million, seven-building, 1000 unit condominimum 
and apartment complex on the development site. 

Aside from Senator DiCarlo, the Governor praised Representative 
Francis D. Doris and Angelo R. Cataldo, both Revere Democrats, for 
their work on the bill. "Mayor Reinstein and his administration also 
deserve credit for their role in the development and for giving local 
citizens a voice in the project to ensure that it is compatible with 
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the needs of city residents . / 

The Governor thanked MDC Commissioner John Snedeker for "his 
willingness to commit MDC resources to the revitalization of an 
important regional beach in one of our oldest cities." . The Governor 
also thanked State ' Planning Director Frank Keefe, who coordinated t h e 
efforts of the MDC, the Executive Office of Communities and 
Development and the Office of State Planning during the final months 
of the year on the bill. · 

"The signing of this b.,;i..11," Dukakis said, "is just the first 
of a number of important steps that will bring new life to this City. 
During the coming months, we look forward to working together with 
the Majority Leader, the Senator, the city's two ~ble representatives 
and several key state agencies to make beach revitalizati·on a reality." 
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Attending the signing ceremony today , in addition to those 
mentioned above, were : Secretary of Environmental Affairs Evelyn 
Murphy , Secretary of Communities and Development William G. Flynn , 
MDC Associate Commissioners Anita Banks , Peter Corbett and Conchita 
Rodriquez, Assistant Transportation Secretary Byron Gilchrest and 
Assistant State Planning Director Gary Jefferson, and two 
representatives from the Alba Corp . , William C. And~ew, President of 
Atlantic Savings Bank and John N. Dwyer of Dwyer Associates 
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Fact Sheet on H. 6899: 

A BILL PROVIDING FOR THE IMPROVEMENT BY THE METROPOLITAN DISTRICT COMMISSION 
OF RECBEATIONAL FACILITIES AT REVERE BEACH IN THE CITY OF REVERE 

-Authorizes the MDC to acquire by purchase, eminent domain, or otherwise, 
beachfront land to extend and improve Revere Beach. 

-Authorizes the expenditure of up to five million dollars, in the form of 
bonding authorization, for land acquisition and improvement of beach 
facilities. 

-Authorizes the sale of MDC-owned land in the Revere Beach area on the non
beach side of Revere Beach Boulevard (presently utilized as parking lots for 
Revere Beach). 

-Authorizes the exchange of MDC-owned land on the non-beach side of Revere 
Beach Boulevard for beachfront land of equal value owned by private developers. 

-Establishes a Revere Beach Design Review Board to review preliminary design 
plans for any private development proposed to be constructed on land to be 
obtained from the MDC by a sale or exchange of the sort described above. The 
Board will be comprised of the secretary of communities and development, 
acting as chairman; the commissioner of MDC; the director of the office of 
state planning; one member to be appointed by the mayor of Revere; one 
registered architect and one registered landscape architect each to be appointed 
by the secretary of communities and development; one member of the existing 
Revere Beach Citizens' Advisory Board to be appointed by the mayor of 
Revere; and one member of the Governorfs Task Force on Coastal Resources to 
be appointed by the secretary of environmental affairs. The Revere Beach 
Design Review Board has aixty days to review any plans submitted to it and 
to transmit an advisory report regarding whether the design is suitable for 
the area to the commissioner of the MDC. 

-Authorizes the MDC to accept federal or other public or private funds for 
the :ilnprovement of Revere Beach. 


