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FROM THE OFFICE OF GOVERNOR DUJ '\KI S 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

STATE HOUSE BOSTON 02133 

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 31, 1975 
CONTACT MARY FI FIELD 
(617 ) 7 27-2 766 , 2780 

Governor Michae~ S. Dukaki s Wednesday announced t hat he has 
received six letters of intent from organizations prop o sin g to 
be designated as health systems agencies under t he Na t ional Health 
Planning and Resources Deve lopment Act of 197 4 . 

The health syst~ms age nc i es will be responsible f or developing 
comprehensive regional health plans, making g r ants f o r pro grams 
designed to implement their health plans, mak ing recomme ndat ions to 
the state on the need for new insti t u t ional health servi c es and t he 
appropriateness of existing services, and approving or d i s a pproving 
the use of federal health funds in their a reas . 

The U.S. Secretary of Health, Education and Welfare will a ppr ove 
or disapprove applications for health systems agency designa tion in 
Massachusetts after considering recommendations made by the Gove r nor . 
A maximum of six agencies can be designated,, one f or each o f the 
state's health service areas. 

The following organizations have expressed their intention to 
apply for designation as health system agencies in the Commonwealth : 
the Western Massachusetts Health Planning Council, the Comp r ehensive 
Health Planning Council of Central Massachusetts, t h e North Shore 
Health Planning C9uncil, Region VII Comprehensiv e Health Pla nning 
Council, the Health Planning Council for Greater Boston, a nd the 
Merrimack Valley Health Planning Council . 

Each of these organizations is presently funded as a regional 
health planning agency under the federal Compre hensive Hea lth 
Planning Act of 1966, now being replaced by the new hea l t h planning 
law. 

To assist him in the review of applications a nd p reparation of 
recommendations to HEW, Governor Dukakis has f ormed an interagency 
team chaired by Public Health Commissioner Jonathan Fielding , and a n 
advisory committee made up of private citizens prominent in t he 
health field. 

Last month the Gover nor had issued a set of criteria \<Jhich the 
state will use in evaluating applications. These criteria address 
such issues as how the applicant will involve mental health inter e sts 
and organizations in i ts planning process and how the appl i cant ~ill 
involve state legi slators and local public officials i n heal th plan 
development and implementation. · 
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The Governor stated: 11 The new health planning law will 
give health systems agencies new authority and more r.esources 
to make health care decisions. I encourage all citizens to 
become involved in the formation of these agencies in the 
months ahead. Full participation by interested groups and 
individuals is essential if the health systems agencies are to 
reflect the real needs of their areas." 

If an applicant wants to be designated by March 31, 1976, i t 
must submit its application by January 19. For areas where no 
designations have been made by then, additional applications will 
be received until April 16, 1976. 

The general public will be given an opportunity to comment 
on the qualifications of the applicants. Each applicant is required 
by the federal law to hold a public meeting, . advertised two weeks 
in advance, where area residents can express their views. In 
a.ddition, representatives from state government will solicit 
comments from individuals in each area to determine the degree of 
public involvement in health systems agency development. 
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