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Governor Michael Dukakis Tuesday signed into law a 
$383 million transportation bond issue that he said would 
provide "vitally needed transit, rail and highway projects 
throughout the state as well as some 40,000 jobs for our 
construction industry." 

The Governor, in ceremonies in the Cabinet Room 
attended by legislative and union leaders, representa~i~es 
of the construction industry and Boston and state officials, 
said: "This is the first time in the history of the Common
wealth that we are enacting a truly comprehensive transportation 
bond issue. 

"This is a truly balanced bill," the Governor said. "It's 
not a Greater Boston bill and it's not a mass transit bill. It's 
balanced by geography and balanced by mode of transportation. 
It's a bill benefitting all segments of the economy in all sections 
of the state." 

A key feature of the legislation is a $7.5 million authorization 
for land acquisition and advanced design of a state Department 
of Transportation building in Park Square , Boston which the 
Governor said "is the cornerstone of the Park Plaza project and should 
make that development a reality after years of debate ." 

The bill also includes funds for the administration's efforts 
to extend the MBTA Red Line northwest from Harvard Square and the 
Blue Line to Lynn and to relocate the Orange Line in the Southwest 
Corridor of the metropolitan area. The $75 million authorization 
will generate $300 million in federal funds. 

The measure includes $280 million for highway and 
bridge construction and repair, with $186 million directly 
reimbursed by the federal government. Major projects include 
the so-called North-South Expressway through Worcester County, 
or Interstate 190; Interstate 391 in Springfie ld; construction 
of highway salt storage sheds to control leakage, a major source 
of road salt pollution; a special state-funded bridge reconstruction 
program; and the building of bicycle paths throughout the state. 

A total of $20 million is earmarked for improvements o f the 
state's rail network. Five million dollars is specified for 
the purchase and maintenance of "vitally needed r a il freight lines 
which the federally-created ConRail is unwisely abandoning ," according 
to the Governor, and $15 million is included for the restoration 
of two rail passenger routes: Boston to New York via Worceste r 
and Springfield, and state and regional lines to Cape Cod. 

The Governor praised the two chairme n of the Legislature ts 
Joint Committee on Transportation, Senator Edmund L. Burke (D-Framingham) 
and Rep. Louis R. Nickinello (D-Natick) , "for their l eadership on this 
bill," and also cited the work of Sen a te President Kevin •.H. Harrington 
and House Speaker Thomas W. McGee. 

COMPLETE DESCRIPTION OF BOND ISSUE ATTACHED . 



H. 6219 - THE TRANSPORTATION BOND ISSUE 

H. 6219 was introduced by Governor Dukakis on May 29, 1975 and 
was approved by the Legislature on New Year's Eve. It authorizes $383 
million in expenditures to finance a broad range of transportation and 
public works projects. Of this total, $186 million will be directly 
reimbursed by the federal government. 

The act will generate an additional $300 million in federal 
capital grants. Thus the total financing associated with H. 6219 is 
$683 million - $486 million in federal funds and $197 million in state 
funds. 

It is estimated that each $1 million of construction authorized by this 
act will generate 60 man-years of employment. Thus some 38,000 to 40,000 
jobs will be created. This figure does not include secondary economic activity 
resulting from the entire Park Plaza project or from new construction generated 
by highway improvements, mass transit extensions and rail improvements. 

Specific allocations of the act follow: 

MASSACHUSETTS BAY TRANSP0RTATION AUTHORITY (MBTA) 

Includes $75 million in MBTA bonds to be matched by $300 million in 
federal funds for work on three MBTA extensions: the Red Line northwest from 
Harvard Square, the Blue Line to Lynn, and relocation of the Orange Line in 
the Southwest Corr.i.dor. 

$10 million of the $75 million will be used for advanced engineering, 
"pre-ordering" of rails and other items which require long lead time to 
manufacture, and sophisticated signalization equipment. Expenditure of the 
remaining $65 million is tied to the receipt of federal capital grants 
from the Urban Mass Transit Administration (UMTA). 

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION BUILDING 

$7.5 million for land acquisition and design of a state department 
of transportation building in Boston's Park Square. The building will not 
only consolidate the facilities of the various state transportation agencies , 
but will serve as the cornerstone of the Park Plaza project. 

The location of the building in Park Square is expected to generate an 
additional $220 million in new construction in the area - $180 million for 
hotels, offices, parking garages and stores in Park Plaza, and $40 million 
for upgrading and new construction by the Statler Hilton . The DOT building ' s 
2500 to 3000 employees should also generate substantial retail activity in the area . 

The DOT building itself will cost an estimated $42 million beyond the 
allocation in this act. It will contain approximately 600,000 square feet 
of office space, plus 10,000 to 40,000 square feet of ground level space 
for retail activity . 

The Park Square Urban Renewal Plan calls for the location of the building 
at the corner of New Charles and Stewart Streets, reaching almost to the corner of 
Tremont. It will be about 12 stories, but the exact height and configuration 
will be determined during further design . 
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The building will house the Executive Offi ce of Transportation and 
Construction, the Department of Public Works, Massachusetts Bay Transpor
tation Authority, Massport, Ma ssachusetts Turnpike Authority, and the 
Massachusetts Aeronautics Commission . 

HIGHWAYS AND RELATED PROJECTS 

$280 million for highway and bridge construction and repair, of which 
$186 million will be reimbursed by the federal governmant and $94 million 
will be paid through the sale of state highway bonds. 

Among the projects !included are : 1-190 between Worcester and Fitchburg 
and Rte. 52 south of Worcester, which together comprise the North-South 
Expressway; major bridge work on 1-391 in Springfield, and other vital 
highway and bridge projects throughout the state. Bids for many of these 
projects have already been rec 2;ived and merely awaited funding. Other bidding 
will occur between now and Fall 1977. 

The funds will also be used for : 

- - construction of highway salt storage sheds, thus eliminating 
the orincipal source of road salt pollution; 

-- construction of a new YMCA in Worcester prior to the demolition 
of the old facility, which will be razed to make way for I-190; 

.. .. 

construction of bicycle paths in various locations throughout the state; -

$10 million for a special bridge reconstruction program financed wholly 
by the state. 

PASSENGER RAIL I MPROVEMENTS 

$15 million in bonds to aid the restoration of service to southeastern 
Massa chusetts and Cape Cod from Boston and New York, and service on the 
Inland Route from Boston to New York via Worce ster and Springfield. The only 
passenger service on this route now is a once-a-day Boston to Chicage train with 
stops in Worcester and Springfield . 

This authorization will be essential in conv incing AMTRAK to participate 
in the funding of these projects. The funds will be used to acquire equipment 
and modernize the roadbed. 

FREIGHT RAIL I MPROVEMENTS 

$4.5 million to purchase 123.8 miles of freight trackage that 
would otherwise be abandoned this year by Conkail , the new federally-created 
rail corporation which is assuming the operations of bankrupt Northeast railroads; 
and $.5 million for operating subsidies to continue service on six hlgh priority 
lines (N. Abington-W. Hanover; E. Sandwich-Hyannis ; Yarmouth-So . Dennis ; 
Pa l mer-So . Barre; Buzzards Bay-Fa lmouth; So. Sudbury-Chelmsford) totalling 
85 . 3 miles. The jobs of 546 people wi ll be l os t without such a continuation. 
The exact amount of f ederal participat ion in this ventur e await s determination 
in Washington. On De c ember 8, the Governor announced a draft Sta t e Rail Plan 
which would pr eserve service on all freight lines slated for abandonment 
by ConRail; the bonding authorizations were integral to the plan . 
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