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Governor Michael Dukakis announced Friday that the state has 
awarded a contract for construction of the first major portion of 
Interstate 190, the North-South Expressway through Worcester County. 

"We are moving forward now with a comprehensive statewide transpor
tation network that is essential to our economic well-being," the 
Governor said. "This network includes vital highway construction such 
as I-190 in the central and western parts of the state, improved mass 
transit in the metropolitan area, and better rail and passenger service 
th~oughout the state." 

The project Dukakis announced involves construction of the first 
section of I-190 heading north from Worcester, a 1.14 mile segment 
beginning at Ararat Stree~ heading north into the Town of West Boylston 
and to Route 12 in Worcester again, ending just south of the boundary 
between the two communities. 

The contract was awarded by the Department of Public Works to the 
Henley-Lundgren Company of Shrewsbury, Mass., which bettered 11 other 
contractors with a low bid of $9,592,476.10. Total cost of I-190 is 
expected to be about $125 million, with the federal government paying 
90 per cent. 

The award of the contract follows by days the signing of the 
administration's $383 million com~rehensive transportation and 
public works bond issue, which includes funds for a variety of important 
transportation projects, including future construction of I-190. 

"A north-south expressway through Worcester County has been discussec 
and debated for years," said Dukakis, who pressed repeatedly during his 
gubernatorial campaign for the start of construction on the highway. 

"If there was ever a project so clearly needed for economic 
vitality in this part of the state, I can't think of one," said Dukakis, 
"and I'm delighted we're able to move ahead. 11 

When completed, I-190 will run from Goldstar Boulevard in Worcester 
northward to Route 2 in Leominster. Work is now underway to relocate 
a section of Route 2 in preparation for the construction of an inter
change with I-190. 

The newest project is the largest segment of I-190 so far., and the 
first one heading north from Worcester. It includes the construction 
of three bridges -- one for a southbound lane of Frontage Road over 
I-190; another taking West Mountain Street over the Expressway; and 
a third taking I-190 over Malden Street in Worcester and Prospect 
Street in W. Boylston. 
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"The North-South Expressway will obviously be a boon to travelers -
in Central Massachusetts and to firms which are here already or may 
be encouraged to come in now that I-190 will be a reality. 

"Beyond that, the road will add to the efficiency and safety of 
our traffic network by providing express lanes which alle~iate local 
traffic congestion, particularly on Route 12,P Dukakis said. 

11 In short, I-190 will vastly increase the economic, recreational, 
cultural and educational opportunities available to the people of 
Northern Worcester County. 11 

The transportation bond issue Dukakis sought provides funds not 
only for further I-190 and other highway construction in Worcester 
County, but for important passenger and rail freight service in the 
area. 

Several million dollars were allocated as the state share for 
restoration of p~ssenger service along the Inland Corridor linking 
Worcester with Boston, Springfield and New York. 

Funds were also included for state purchase of two freight lines 
in the County that would otherwise be abandoned by the federally 
created ConRail when it assumes the operation of bankrupt Northeast 
railroads on Feb. 27. 

The state will buy the 25-mil~ line linking Palmer and South 
Barre and subsidize a continuation of freight service there, thus 
preserving a minimum of 87 jobs in an area battered by annual 
unemployment rates as high as 25 per cent. A 2.7 mile freight spur 
in Millbury will also be purchased by the state. 
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