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. Governor Michael S . Dukakis Tuesday announced the appointment 
of a 20-member Select Committee on Judicial Needs to be chaired by 
Harvard Law Professor Archibald Cox. 

At an afternoon State House announcement with Professor Cox, 
Dukakis charted as a major goal for the coming year the introducti on 
.of measures to reduce delay in the Massachusetts courts. The new 
panel will play a central role in achieving that goal, the Governor 
said. 

"I am charging the Committee with the task of making legis -
lative and administrative recommendations to reduce backlog and 

delay in our courts," Dukakis stated. He noted that he expected 
the Committee to report back its recommendations within six months. 

Dukakis said that recent studies have shown that of the ten 
slowest courts in the nation, five are in Massachusetts. On a 
nationwide basis, Middlesex County ranks slowest, with a 5 1/2 
year delay before a civil jury trial can be held. Norfolk County 
ranks second slowest in the United States, followed by Hampden 
County (fifth slowest), Suffolk County (ninth slowest), and Essex 

- County (tenth slowest). 

-

11 Faced with delays of _five years in our Superior Court, there 
is no kind way of putting it -- justice is being denied with each 
passing day in Massachusetts, 11 the Governor said. 

"Delay in criminal proceedings, 11 the Governor continued, "j_s a 
key factor in increased lawlessness and crime, since it gives the 
defendant the opportunity to commit more crimes. It also means that 
witnesses may be unavailable and that memories may fade." He added, 
"Delay in acquittal holds innocent persons unfairly under the stigma 
of accusation." 

The Governor has earlier focused public attention on the problem 
of court delay. In speaking to the Fall Conference of Superior Court 
Justices at Falmouth in October 1975, the Governor disclosed his in
tention to name a blue-ribbon panel to make recommendations for 
alleviating court congestion, which he called at the time "an un
conscionable state of affairs." 

In referring to Cox, the Governor noted, "Professor Cox has agre ed 
to chair the Select Committee because these problems are serious and 
because he believes solutions to them can be found. 
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Neither he nor I launch this effort with preconceived ideas of 
what the answers are. That will be the task of the Select 
Committee. It is clear to all, however, that solutions must be 
fou_nd . " 

The Committee named by the Governor is broadly based and includes 
~he former Chief Justice of the Supreme Judicial Court, 
the Attorney Genera~, two Senators and two Representatives, 
sitting judges, practicing lawyers and lay persons. 

The Select Committee will identify specific factors which 
contribute to delay in handling cases and- is expected to take up 
subjects which include jurisdiction of various courts, de novo 
appeals, court facilities, and overall judicial manpower needs. 

"Each year hundreds of thouaands of citizens at large -- as 
jurors, witnesses, plaintiffs and defendants -- have their 
confidence in our system of justice shaken by what former Chief 
Justice Tauro has called a 'crazy quilt hodgepodge,'" Dukakis added. 

The members of the Committee are as follows: 

Archibald Cox, chairman (resume attached) 
Hon. Francis X. Bellotti, Attorney General of the Commonwealth 
Hon. John J . Conte CD-Worcester), Senate Chairman, Committee 

on Judiciary ~ 

Hon. William D. Del~hµnt, Quincy, District Attorney, Norfolk 
County 

Hon. Joseph J.C . Dicarlo (D-Revere), Majority Leader, 
Massachusetts Senate 

Jo .ail M. Diver, Boston, Executive Director of the Hyams Trust, 
which awards grants to social service agencies serving metropolitan 
Boston 

Richard K. Donahue, Lowell, immediate past president of the New 
England Bar Association and current vice chairman of the Board of · 
Bar Overseers by appointment of the Supreme Judicial Court 

Hon . Lawrence F. Feloney, First Justice of Third District Court 
of East Middlesex (East Cambridge) 

Anne M. Gibbons, Holyoke, Assistant City Solicitor of the city 
of Holyoke since 1970 

Edward ·B. Hanify, Belmont, practicing attorney and partner in the 
law firm of Ropes & Gray, active in business and civic affairs 

-
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Julian T. Houston, Brookline, partner in the law firm of 
Mannis , Dunne, and Houston, lecturer at Boston University, former 
project director of the Massachusetts Advocacy Center monitoring public 
policy in the area of juvenile justice 

Hon. James P. Lynch, Jr.>• Associate Ju_stice, Superior Court 
Hon. John E. Murphy, Jr. CD-Peabody), House Chairman, Committee 

on Bills in Third Reading 
Richard W. Renehan, partner Hill & Barlow, Chairman Boston Bar 

Association Committee on Court~ 
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Florence R. Rubin, President League of Women Voters of 
Massachusetts 

Paul T. Smith, Boston, attorney, Chairman of the Board of 
Regents of the ~ational College of Criminal Defense Lawyers, past 
President National Association of Criminal Defense Lawyers 

Robert L. Spangenberg, Boston, lawyer~ former Executive Director 
of Boston Legal Assistance Project, and of Action Plan for 
Legal Services. Both organizations provide legal services to low 
income groups in Boston. 

Paul R. Sugarman, President-Elect, Massachusetts Bar 
Association, and Chairman of its Committee on the Administration 
of Justice 

Hon. G. Joseph Tauro, Chief Justice Supreme Judicial Court, 
who retired on January 10, having reached the mandatory retirement 
age. 

Honorable Michael F. Flaherty, South Boston, House Chairman, 
Committee on Judiciary 

### 

COX RESUME ATTACHED 
COMPLETE RESUMES ARE AVAILABLE IN ROOM 162 
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BACKGROUND OF ARCHIBALD COX 

CHAIRMAN, SELECT COMMITTEE ON JUDICIAL NEEDS 

Samuel Williston Professor of Law 
:Member of the Board of Directors of the Harvard University Press 
Watergate Special Prosecutor (1973) 
(Biographical Sketch to August, 1975) 

Archibald Cox, a leading authority on constitutional law and labor law, is 
the Samuel Williston Professor of Law at Harvard University. 

Professor Cox was Royall Professor of Law at Harvard from 1958 to 1961, when 
he left the Faculty to become Solicitor General of the United States. Under 
President Kennedy and Johnson, Professor Cox represented tho Federal Government in 
cases before the Supreme Court until 1965 when he returned to Harvard as the 
Williston Professor. This was not his first service to Washington. He had served 
earlier, as Chairman of the Wage Stabilization Board under President Trt.nnan, and 
in various government offices _during World War II. 

Born in Plainfield, New Je~sey, in 1912, he received the A.B. (1934) and 
LL.B (1937) degrees from Harvard. He spent a year as law clerk to Judge Learned 
Hand of the- United States Circuit Court of Appeals • .Professor Cox was then 
associated with the Boston firm of Ropes, Gray, Best,Coolidge & Rugg from 1938 to 
1941, when be entered government service. 

He joined the Harvard Faculty of Law in 1945, was appointed Professor of Law 
the following year, and Royall Professor of Law in 1958. Harvard Alumni elected 
Professor Cox to a six year term on the University's Board of Overseers in 1962; 
he resigned from the board before returning to the Faculty on July 31, 1965 . 

With Professor Derek Bok, now President, he published ·"cases in Labor Law, 11 

in 1948. The book is now in its 6th edition (1965). Recent publications are 
"Law and the National Labor Policy," (1960), "Civil Rights, the Constitution, and 
the Courts" (with Mark DeWolfe Howe and J.R.Wiggins, 1967), and ""The Warren Court: 
Constitutional Decision as an Instrument of Reform" (1968). 

In 1968 Professor Cox served as chairman of a commission which investigated 
the disorders at Columbia University and published a book-length report on the 
origins of the disturbances. In the fall of 1969, the President and'Fello~lS of 
Harvard College (the Harvard Corporation) delegated to Professor Cox the authority 
to determine how Harvard would respond to similar disorders, a responsibility he 
discharged through June, 1971. 

In 1972 Professor Cox served as consel to the Massachusetts legislature's 
Joint Special Committee Established to Study and Investigate the Matter of Justices 
DeSaulnier and Brogna. 

In May 1973 Professor Cox became the first.Watergate Spectal Prosecutor. Re 
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set up the Watergate Special Prosecution Force and directed its activities until 
October 1973 when he was dismissed by Pres ident Nixon_ for refusing t o forgo 
resort to the courts in his effort to obtain evidence concerni ng allegations of 
criminal misconduct in the executive offices of the President. 

In 1974-75 Professor Cox spent his sabattical leave at the Univers ity of 
Cambridge as the visiting Pitt Professor of American History and institutions. 

He is a member of the American Academy of Arts and Sciences and various 
professional organizations. 

Professor Cox is married and lives in Wayland , :Massachusetts . 
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