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©owwotttotaltft of jwassacftuiiftts,

IN SENATE, JAN. 26, 1824.

Ordered, That the Committee who have under 
consideration, that part of the Governor’s Message^ 
which related to the Claim of this Commonwealth, 
upon the United States, and the documents accom
panying the same, be directed to make their Report» 
as soon as may be.

Read and Passed.

Attest, PAUL WILLARD,—Clerk.



Commontoealtfi of jfltagsacftttsett**

The Committee of both Houses, to whom was re
ferred so much of His Excellency’s Message,' as re
lates to the claim of this Commonwealth on the gov
ernment of the United States, for expenses, incur
red during the late war, and the documents referred 
to in it, have attended to the duty assigned them and 
report:
That they have examined the voluminous correspon

dence relating to the claim of the Commonwealth, 
upon the general Government, commencing in the 
early part of the year one thousand eight hundred 
and seventeen, and continued to the present time.— 
By this correspondence, it appears that the claim 
amounting to eight hundred and forty-three thousand 
four hundred and eighty-three dollars and Seventy- 
seven cents, was presented by the agents of the 
Commonwealth, to the Executive Department of the 
Government of the United States, in the month of 
February, one thousand eight hundred and seven
teen, for adjustment and allowance. A small part of 
it amounting to eleven thousand dollars was hot ob
jected to by the officers of the United States, and an 
advance to that amount was made to the Common
wealth on account of the claim. Objections were 
made to the allowance of the other principal part of 
it, especially on the ground of a want of power in the
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executive, to adjust claims arising under the peculiar 
circumstances attending-this, in its origin.

It was afterwards presented to the Legislative De
partment of the General Government. But the state 
of feeling in Congress, which had received its im
pulse from the incidents of the war then recently con
cluded, was such that it was not deemed expedient to 
press an immediate decision upon the subject. And 
it was delayed, from time to time, until the 29th of 
March, one thousand eight hundred and twenty-two» 
when it was again presented to the Executive by a 
joint Memorial of the Representatives in Congress 
from Maine and Massachusetts. The communica
tion of the Hon. James Lloyd and Col. William H. 
Sumner, of February 3d, 1817, to the Hon. George 
Graham, acting Secretary of War, his letter to them 
of February, 9th 1817, and their letter to him of the 
26th of February, 1817 ; the joint Memorial aforesaid 
of March 29, 1822, and the correspondence, since it 
was presented, consisting of a letter from the Secreta
ry of war to the Hon- James Lloyd, of January 31st, 
1823—one from-Hon. James Lloyd and Hon. E. H. 
Mills, to his Excellency Governor Brooks, of Feb. 
1st—one from Governor Brooks, to Governor Parris 
of February, 8th—one from Governor Brooks, to 
Messrs. Lloyd and Mills, of February 21st—one from 
Messrs. Lloyd and Mills, to Governor Brooks, of 
March 1st—one from Governor Eustis, to Messrs. 
Sullivan and Pierce, of June 14th—one from Messrs, 
Sullivan and fierce, to the Secretary of War of July 
15th—one from Messrs. Sullivan and Pierce, to Gov
ernor Eustis., of July 19th—one from the President of
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the United States, to the Secretary of War, of Sep
tember 1st—one from the Secretary of War, to the 
3d Auditor of the Treasury, of September 5th—one 
from the 3d Auditor, to the Secretary of War of Nov* 
4th—one from the Secretary of War, to Messrs- 
Sullivan and Pierce, of November 4th—one from 
Messrs. Sullivan and Pierce, to the Secretary of War 
of November 10th—one from the Secretary of War, 
to Messrs. Sullivan and Pierce, of November 13th— 
one from Messrs. Sullivan and Pierce, to the Secreta
ry of War of November 17th—one from Messrs. Sul
livan and Pierce, to the Secretary of War, of Decem
ber 10th—one from the Secretary of War, to Messrs. 
Sullivan and Pierce, of December 12th—one from the 
President of the United States, to the Secretary of 
War, of December 22d—one from the Secretary of 
War, to Messrs. Sullivan and Pierce, of December 
23d, and one from Messrs. Sullivan and Pierce, to 
Governor Eustis, of January 1st, 1824, fully shew the 
state and condition of the claim, and the progress 
which has been made towards effecting a final and 
satisfactory adjustment. In obedience to an order of 
both Branches of the Legislature of the 8th of Janua
ry instant, your Committee have ascertained the a- 
mount of money paid by the Commonwealth, to all 
the commissioners for presenting and prosecuting the 
claims on the General Government, being three thou
sand one hundred and seventy-five dollars and fifty- 
five cents. But it is understood that the present 
commissioners have received only one thousand dol
lars, and that some considerable part of that was ex
pended for the transportation of the necessary papers 
to Washington.
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And that the subjct may be well understood, your 
Committee recommend the passing of the following 
Resolve, which is respectfully submitted by order of 
the Committee.

S. LELAND,— Chairman.

Resolved, That the foregoing Report and the sever
al documents and letters therein mentioned and re
ferred to, be printed for the use of the Members of 
the Legislature.

In Senate, January 31, 1824.
Read and passed.

Sent down fo r  concurrence.
NATHANIEL SILSBEE,—President. 

House of Representatives, February 2,1824.
Read and concurred. '

WILLIAM C. JARVIS,—Speaker.

f



D O C U M E N T S A N D  L E T T E R S .

S ir,

IN  the conferences we have had the honor to have 
with you in relation to the claim of the State of Massa
chusetts for expenses incurred, and supplies furnish
ed for the service of the militia of that state, for the 
general security and protection during the late war, 
with the adjustment of which claim we have been 
charged, it has been our wish, as we have before 
made known to you, to conduct the examination and 
Settlement of the account, with the respect and defer
ence always due to the highest public functionaries 
of the nation, and to pursue that course, which while 
it would do justice to the state, we on this occasion 
have the honor to represent, would also best comport 
with the convenience and wishes of the Executive of 
the United States, to whom in the first instance we 
considered it most proper to apply.

We understand from the laws passed in the years 
1795 and 1814, authorising, under certain circum
stances, detachments of the militia on the requisition 
of the President of the United States, that the ex 
penses incurred in consequence of such requisition 
have been liquidated and paid by the general gov
ernment, and that when the militia has been ordered 
by State authority into service, without the request of 
the President, and the occasion has, in the opinion of 
the Executive of the United States, justified the call



8

for their services, that a subsequent recognition has 
been considered as equal to a previous requisition ; 
and that on this construction of the powers given by 
the laws before mentioned to the President, very 
large claims have been admitted, and paid, in whole 
or in part, either by advances, or on final adjustment, 
to several of the. States, who have presented them.

On this ground, therefore, and justly presuming on 
the distribution of that equal and exact justice to all 
the members of this great family of States, which a- 
lone could furnish the vital principle of their uniop, 
and which undoubtedly will govern the conduct of 
the general government on this, and on all other oc
casions, we have hoped, that the account we had the 
honor to present, would have been admitted," at least 
to an investigation on its merits, and that as the sim
plest and most easy method of examination that pre
sented itself, we should be allowed to take up the se
veral items which composed it in succession, in the 
order in which they had been arranged, and to offer 
them for admission, or rejection, accordingly as the 
judgment, or sense of duty, of the Head of the De
partment, or the proper officer designated for the 
purpose, might determine ; not expecting that a claim 
for any expense would be allowed, } unless it. were 
shewn, that the occasion called for its being incurred 
—that the service was both effectively, and econom
ically rendered, and that it has been fully and honor
ably paid for by the State.

This course we regret extremely to find is not ac
ceptable to the Executive, if we were correctly im
pressed by the conversations which we had the hon-
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or to hold with you, the result of which we under
stand to be, that the expenses not having been incur
red under the authority of the United States, and the 
Governor of Massachusetts having omitted to place 
the militia of the State under the officers of the Gen
eral government, no account of this kind could be reT 
ceived for examination at the Department, without 
an antecedent recognition by the President of the 
United States, of the several cases under which the 
expenses arose.

We cannot but lament this course being now ta
ken, because we do not learn that it has been asked 
in any other instance to be pursued so much in de
tail, as we now presume it to be required, in refer
ence to the claim of Massachusetts; because, it will 
unavoidably entail a considerable delay in classing 
anew the various expenses of the same bodies of 
militia, as they were at different times called into 
service, under separate heads or occasions; and may 
require a minuteness of evidence, in support of the 
urgency of their being employed, which the notoriety 
of the occasions, at the time they occurred, and the 
line of conduct understood to be adopted towards 
other claims, was not supposed to require ; and 
which evidence is not, even now in all its parts pro
bably in existence, as a matter of record, and must 
therefore, in many instances still remain to be collec
ted, in an official or authentic shape, if this rigour 
in point of form should be adhered to.

It is undoubtedly true, and neither a wish is felt, 
nor a direction been received to conceal the fact, that
a difference of opinion ha* unfortunately existed,

2
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between the -General Government of the United 
States, and the Government of Massachusetts, res
pecting the Constitutional Powers of the former, in 
relation to the controul of the militia of the several 
States in the Union ; and it is greatly to be depre
cated, that a difference in the construction of Con
stitutional Powers should ever excite other sen
timents than those of a reciprocal respect, and a mu
tual disposition, after dispassionate consideration, to 
amend what may be defective, and to provide a 
remedy for the evils of the future,'from the incon
veniences of the past ; and more especially should- 
this be the case, in a Government founded on the 
choice of enlightened freemen to secure the enjoy
ment of rational liberty to themselves, and their pos
terity, and the chief preservative of the purity, and 
consequent duration of which, must spring from the 
jealous vigilance, with which all questionable expan
sions of power ought to be viewed, either on the part 
of the General Government, or that of the States, 
and which dispositions therefore, instead of meeting 
the frowns, would appear to be entitled to the sup
port Vnd encouragement, of every friend of the 
present form of Government, and who would wish to 
maintain and transmit it, resting on its existing foun
dations, pure and unimpaired to distant generations • 
—and in a more particular manner should this dispo
sition of mutual respect, and deference for conflicting 
opinions prevail, where the event has happily proved, 
the evils apprehended to flow from them, to be those 
of imagination, rather than of reality, and when the 
present prosperous circumstances of the country
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admit, the people of the United States, the legitimate 
fountain of all power, peaceably to adopt that correc
tive, which their ardent desire, to secure and pre
serve their own rights, and those of the General and 
State Governments, as defined by their respective 
Constitutions, will undoubtedly induce them to apply, 
should they consider the occasion, as requiring it.

The point in discussion, that of the Constitutional 
controul of the militia, and the extent to which it has 
been given to the General Government, or is retain
ed by the states, respectively, has from, the first 
adoption of the Federal Constitution, been perhaps a 
question more doubtful and interesting, in its nature, 
and has given rise to a greater diversity of opinion 
among the most eminent Statesmen of the country, 
and probably allows of a more honest difference of 
sentiment than can be brought into controversy un
der any other provision of that Constitution.

Without meaning to* sustain, or scarcely to enter 
into the argument, it is on the one hand conceded- 
that a denial of the construction given by the General: 
Government, would lessen the power, and under 
Certain circumstances materially impair the strength 
of the nation; while on the other, the admission to 
the fullest extent of the doctrines, that the Executive 
of the Union is to be the only judge of the emergen
cies under which the militia is to be brought into the 
service of the United States, a.t the time, and in the 
manner which it might think expedient; and that 
when so brought into service, the Militia can, by the 
junction of a large number of their men to a mere 
skeleton of regular troops, be in fact officered by the
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United States, and that the Executives of the several 
States contrary to their own belief in the existence 
of such-emergencies, would be bound to bow before 
this tribunal, erected in the breast of a single individ
ual, and to yield implicit obedience to such opinion, 
must, after the surrender by the several states of the 
principal sources of their revenue, place them entire
ly at the mercy or disposition of any future tenant 
of power.—Strip the individual States of their phys
ical, as well as fiscal force, and it would scarcely leave 
them in possession, of even a remnant of that sover
eignty, and self dependance which some of them un
doubtedly supposed they had retained:—but it is 
repeated, it is not intended to discuss this question, 
further than to prove, that with the most correct 
views, different sentiments may honestly, and intelli
gently exist with regard to it, and that at any rate, 
the opinion adopted for the time by Massachusetts, 
was one fairly, and deliberately formed by the 
Governor of a large and respectable State,-^—himself 
a Statesman of forty years experience in the highest 
offices in the country, and with the advice of his 
Council ;—Was corroborated by a judicial tribunal 
commanding the highest respect where known, and 
who are by the Constitution of the State, bound to 
give their opinion “ upon important questions of Law, 
and upon solemn occasions” to the Executive,—was 
an opinion confirmed by the Legislature, and sanc
tioned by the people, by their reiterated support and 
election to office, of the same public agents who 
adopted and avowed i t a n  opinion therefore entit. 
led to great respect under all circumstances, and 
meriting every consideration which the most delib"
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erate judgment could give to it, and perhaps requir
ing the settlement of a point so interesting in itself, 
and so open to controversy, in the mode pointed out 
by the Constitution, by an amendment explanatory 
of its powers, as applied to the rights of the General* 
Government, and the States in the employment of 
the Militia, in the cases contemplated by the Consti
tution :—

This course has already been recommended by the 
Executive of a highly respectable state, (South Car
olina) not interested in the immediate question, to 
be adopted by its legislature, and seems to be that 
best founded in reason and expediency, and the one 
which might be attended with the happiest effects 
hereafter, in preventing misconstructions, or collis
ions of opinion, when they might become injurious 
to the public safety, if the subject were left in its pre
sent unsettled state—at any rate, in a government 
yet in its infancy—in a government of experiment, 
which had never before tested, or attempted to exer
cise its powers in a foreign war, and under a state of 
public sentiment unprecedented in former times, it 
cannot be wished or expected by any part of the 
community, that a difference of opinion, relative to 
the extent of constitutional powers, sanctioned as was 
that formed by the state of Massachusetts, whether 
correct or erroneous in itself, can be suffered after the 
services have been rendered and the protection wan
ted in a great measure obtained, to remain as a last
ing source of irritation, or to operate as a pecuniary 
mulct upon a brave and free people, who first reared 
the standard, that ultimately by the common efforts
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of the nation, waved triumphantly over the establish
ed independence of the country, and who in that war, 
as well as in the last, furnished their full proportion 
of those who filled its armies and fought its. battles.

Still less, if possible, can it for a moment be be
lieved, that a claim thus founded on a necessary and 
unavoidable defence for the general safety against a 
common enemy, and not amounting in the whole to 
one third of the sum which is contributed towards 
the revenues of the United States in a single year by 
a single port of the State that advanced it, can be re
tained as a lure for political subserviency, or its liqui
dation be withheld for the advancement of party pur
poses ; a doctrine too discreditable to receive a mo
ment’s confidence, and requiring from the under
signed, an apology for its introduction, only to be de
rived from the public avowal and recommendation 
that has been made of it; and the expression of their 
perfect conviction, it will meet, both from the high 
offices of the government and from the people of the 
United States, the reprobation it deserves. We can
not therefore but feel confident, that the rightful and 
constitutional remedy before noticed, if it should ap
pear in the good judgment of Congress to be needful, 
will be resorted to, and that the claim of the State of 
Massachusetts will be admitted and repaid by the 
general government. Under the influence of these im
pressions, we beg leave to state, as the origin of this 
claim, and as matter of notoriety,—that at the com
mencement of the war, ¿the regular troops, perhaps 
not exceeding at the time, a man to a mile of the ex
posed sea-coast of Massachusetts, were at a very
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early period withdrawn to the northern frontier, that 
after the first year of the war, the maritime border of 
the State was frequently threatened by the enemy 
—that apart of it was actually invaded, and a very 
commanding naval and military position in it, unas
sailable when once fortified, and possessed, without 
a superior naval force, except with great and nearly 
inevitable destruction, was secured and retained by 
the enemy ;—thus cutting off and keeping in some 
degree under his control, a large division of the State, 
depriving it of the power of military co-operation, or 
of a safe and easy intercourse with the capital or the 
g o v e r n m e n t t h a t  the harbors along the coast were 
frequently annoyed,—expeditions for further con
quest menaced, and preparations made for effecting 
i t ;—that several ports in the State .were entered— 
the vessels in them in some instances burnt—that 
small defenceless towns were laid under contribution 
—that predatory incursions and alarms constantly 
prevailed—and that the security and protection of the 
inhabitants of the State from further aggression and 
insult, were derived from the services of the militia 
in the way in which they were rendered, and in which 
from various circumstances, there is reason to be
lieve, the defence of the State by the militia could 
alone have been made effectual.

The circumstances relative to the calls for the ser
vice of the militia having been communicated to 
Congress by the Department, and for the greater 
part printed, we will not trespass upon your time fur
ther in relation to them, than to remark, that the first 
call was made -in consequence of a letter of the Hon.
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William Eustis, written prior to the declaration of 
war, and when that event still remained suspended 
in a very doubtful scale, and that none of the consti
tutional emergencies did at the time exist, or were 
expected by the government of Massachusetts spee
dily to occur ; nor did they occur to any extent of 
importance, until two years after the request of Gen. 
Dearborn on the 22d of June ; under the authority 
given him on the 12th of that month -,—but shortly 
after the declaration of war, to wit :—On the 3d Ju
ly, 1812. The Executive of Massachusetts issued 
the general order number i, which accompanies the 
present communication, for the purpose of placing 
the militia of the Commonwealth in the most effec
tive possible state, “ exciting their love of country 
and exhorting them to be obedient to the provisions 
and intentions of the laws in every respect, and to be 
ready with alacrity and effect, to defend their consti
tutional rights and liberties,” and apprising them in 
case of invasion, or imminent danger thereof, they 
were to march without delay, and when in the actual 
service of the United States to be placed under the 
orders of the President thereof ; this order was sent 
the same day it was issued to Gen. Dearborn, and 
shortly after this, a body of militia, consisting of three 
companies, was placed in the service of the United 
States at Eastport, under the orders of Gen. Boyd.

The next request received by the Governor, was 
in July, 1814, when the probability of attack, having 
increased, the General requested eleven hundred 
men might be ordered out, for the defence of the 
more exposed parts of the Sea Coast,—this order
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was coròpìied with, the troops placed under the am 
thority of the United States» and the service per
formed; part of thè said troops to the number re
quested by General Dearborn, having been stationed 
at Castine, and Machias, prior to the capture of 
those places by thè enemyi 

On the 5th of September, 1814, General Dearborn 
again made a requisition on the Governor of Mas
sachusetts, for a body of militia, when the general 
order No. 2, herewith presented, was issued on the 
6th of the same month, and every measure taken to 
guard against the attacks of the Enemy,—a consider
able body of the elite of the militia from the interior 
Was ordered into immediate service, and marched and 
encamped on the sea board, and the whole of the 
militia were enjoined to hold themselves in constant 
readiness, and were called upon “by  every motive 
of the love of country, of honor, and sympathy, for 
their fellow citizens, who might be suffering the per
ils of war, to maintain the most perfect state of pre
paration, and to move when called to the scene of 
action with the utmost celerity but the difficulties 
which had arisen, and the complaints that had been 
made, from placing the militia in the immediate ser
vice of the United States, under U. S. officers, on 
former occasions had been such, as to induce the be
lief, it would be inexpedient, if not hazardous, to re
peat the order, without having the power to enforce 
it ; an arrangément was, however, subsequently made 
with General Dearborn, to place part of the militia 
in the forts of the United States in the harbor of Bos
ton, under the direction of his son, Gen. H. A. S. Dear
born, and the very efficient body of troops before
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mentioned, were stationed in the vicinity of the forts, 
to reinforce and support them.

A fourth requisition was made by General Dearborn 
to guard the prisoners at Pittsfield, but the same 
causes operated as in the other case, in addition to 
the belief, that in thé midst of a thickly settled popu
lation, the danger of escape from the existing guard, 
or of insurrection, did not require a compliance with 
the call :—the event verified the soundness of the 
opinion.

These are all the calls for the militia which are 
known to have been made, and it is believed it can 
be shewn, that the omission to place the militia in 
in the service of the United States, was a mat
ter of form rather than of fact,—that the protection 
of the country was never for a moment abandoned, 
and that the militia were assembled and in readiness 
to act, whenever emergencies appeared to require 
them, that the arrangements adopted were judicious, 
and in several instances predicated, upon the wishes 
of the officers of the United States, or of those who 
had the confidence of the General Government, and 
who were at the time, or subsequently, taken into its 
service, as will appear from the correspondence of 
Generals Dearborn, King, and H. A. S. Dearborn, and 
of Commodore Bainbridge, and Captain Hull of the 
Navy—presented in the papers marked 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 
8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, and also from the letter 
of the Hon. William Jones, late Secretary of the 
Navy.

It can be demonstrated also, that the services of the 
militia so rendered were both frugal and effective ;
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as large bodies of troops were never unnecessarily 
called into service, nor retained in it longer than the 
occasion required,—that the constant appearance, 
and probable knowledge of preparation and readi-. 
ness, to repel attack, prevented the advances, or 
further depredations of the enemy ; while the p ro -, 
priety of this mode of defence has been admitted, as 
we conceive, not only by the correspondence before 
referred to, and by the payments made under similar 
circumstances to other States, but also, by the dictum 
of a former Secretary of War, promulgated at a pe
riod, when from the absence of all causes of irritation, 
the most dispassionate judgment could be formed» 
K that it is lawful fo r  the Governor o f a State, when 
the State may be invaded, or in imminent danger o f 
invasion, to be the judge o f the degree, and duration 
o f the danger, and to apportion the defence to the ex
igencies that presented as appears from the report 
of General Dearborn, made to the House of Repre 
sentatives of the United States, February 3, 1803.— 
And also from thè opinion of General Knox, when in 
the same office, as expressed in his letter of June 10, 
1793, to the Governor of Georgia ; and the utility 
and necessity of the said services of the militia,as they 
were rendered, is still more ' fully and strongly con
firmed by the fact, that, when so ordered into service, 
they received the recognition of General Dearborn, 
by the supplies of muskets, and munitions of war, 
he in certain cases, and to a considerable extent, 
furnished them with, on loan or otherwise, from the 
stores of the United States, and which had been re
quested of him, expressly for the use of such bodies
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of militia, ordered into service for the general de
fence of the sea board.

The foregoing mbraCes the brief outline of the 
claim we have been instructed to present, and we 
proceed now, in compliance with the suggestion of 
th e  Department, to state, that so far as we have at 
present at command the means of judging, it may be 
classed under the following heads, to w it:—■

1st. For the expenses of the militia who were 
called out by their respective officers in consequence 
of an attack, or threat, to lay small towns, and de
fenceless places under contribution; or who rallied 
suddenly against the predatory incursions of the 
enemy’s ships and barges; most of whom were in 
service, only a few days at any one time, having been 
discharged as soon as the danger ceased; and for 
the pay and subsistence of small guards and detach
ments, ordered out at the suggestion of Gen. Dear
born, for the defence of several small villages, whose 
shipping and property were much exposed.

2d, For the payment and supplies of the militia 
who were detached and ordered into the service of 
the. United States, from the time they were mustered 
in their several companies, until they arrived at their 
places of rendezvous, and for the rations and supplies 
furnished them after they were received into the 
service of the United States, none having been pro
vided for them at the time.

3d. For the pay and supplies of the militia 
marched for, and employed in the defence of the 
Penobscot frontier, after the country east of that 
iiver, was taken possession of by the enemy.
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4th. For the expense of the militia who were de
tached agreeably to the request of the superintendant 
of the military District, offered to be placed in the 
service of the United States, organized according to 
Law, which offer wa,s accepted but a short time before 
the period for which they were detached had expir
ed; by reason of which, and the inability of the Con
tractor on the station to furnish the supplies, they 
were retained in the service of the State.

5th. For the expense of the Militia at Portland, 
which were called into service at the request of the 
Committee of safety of that Town, at a time when 
the enemy’s fleet with troops on board was lying on 
the Coast; when great alarm existed in the Town, 
and an attack was momently expected, when the 
principal reliance for the defence of the Town was 
on the Militia, and when the sea coast must have 
been protected by them, or abandoned to the will of 
the enemy.

6th. For troops employed for the defence of 
important exposed places, some of which were at
tacked, and for the defence of which no troops were 
requested to be placed in the service of the United 
States.

7th. For troops which at the request of the Com
mittees of safet}7 of various Towns, in time of alarm, 
were marched in for the defence of those places, more 
than those which were placed, or offered to be placed 
in the service of thé United States, for the defence 
of such places ; and who were immediately dischar
ged on the cessation of danger.

8th. . For troops that were called in for the defence
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of Boston, besides those placed in the Forts of the 
United States, and who were stationed in its vicinity 
to reinforce the garrisons of those Forts in case of 
attack, and to prevent the enemy from obtaining pos
session of the heights adjoining, which commanded 
the Forts, the Town and the United States’ Navy 
Yard.

9th. For troops which at the request of the sev
eral Navai Commanders at Boston, and Portsmouth, 
and at the suggestion of General Dearborn, were 
called out for the protection of the United States’ 
74 gun ships building at those places, and for the 
defence of the ships of War of the United States 
which were chased into p o r t ; part of the evidence 
in reference to which, may be seen in the letters of 
General Dearborn, Commodore Bainbridge, and 
Captain H ull; and of Adjutant General Brooks, who 
in consequence of the directions of the Executive, 
promptly complied with the requests made,—ordered 
some of the most effective, and valuable corps in the 
State into service, and informed the Commodore that 
the Governor was, “ fully disposed to do every thing 
“ in his power to aid in defending the Navy-Yard, 
“ and the ships in the harbour, which his authority by 
“ the Constitution would admit.”

10th. For an allowance tq the Militia for arms 
and clothing, and the use of their horses when in 
service. - •

11th. For the cost of procuring small arms, which 
were distributed among the Militia,—for mounting 
and transporting pieces of heavy ordnance,—pur
chasing ammunition, tents, military, stores and equip-
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age,—for barracks built and hired for the troops, and 
damage done to individuals in their property, by 
erecting Forts, and occupying their buildings as 
barracks.

12th. For the expenses of materials, furnished 
for building platforms, magazines, furnaces, pickets, 
&c. in forts and batteries, erected in conformity 
with the advice and suggestions of the Naval and 
Military Commanders of the United States.

13th. For thé pay and supplies of the Militia who 
were employed in fatigue duty, in repairing, extend
ing, and strengthening the United States’ Forts in va
rious places, and for the costs of the materials 
therefor,—and for shot, and other supplies of ammu
nition furnished to the Commanders of those Forts.

14th. For the pay and rations of the Militia, in 
the most exposed and important Towns on the sea 
board, who were called out two days in the week for 
discipline and exercise, agreeably to the wishes of 
the officers of the United States.

15th. For the purchase of several large ships, 
and preparing them to be sunk in the main channel 
of Boston harbour, in concurrence with the opinion 
of Naval and Military Commanders in the service of 
the United States, for the security of the Navigation, 
Towns, and Navy-Yard; which vessels were sold 
after the peace, and the proceeds credited to the 
United States.

T he preceding specification offers to view, Sir, 
the principal heads of charges, incurred, and paid by 
the State, for the general defence and security during 
the late war, which at present occur to us,; but we
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will omit at this time, to burthen you with volumin
ous documents in their support, as we understand 
the judgment with regard to them is to rest on prin
ciples, and not on details ;—and to be determined by 
the authority given by the existing laws of the Uni
ted States,—the usage under them, and the opinion 
of the Executive The vouchers in support of the 
claim shall be promptly furnished, as soon as we can 
ascertain what may be wanted, and can procure them 
from Massachusetts ; but as we came unprepared for 
the exhibit under the form that has been prescribed, 
and are unwilling longer to delay this note for the 
receipt of further documents, we ask leave to be con
sidered as reserving to the State, or its agents, the 
right hereafter to extend, alter, or amend it, as a 
fuller developement of the circumstances of the sev
eral items of the account, or the evidence in their 
support may require.

Under this illustration of the claim, we have now 
the honor to request you would be pleased to inform 
us, whether the expenses which have arisen under 
the heads before enumerated, and which have been 
paid by the State, will be admitted to an examination 
at the War Department ? And if the whole should 
not be so admitted, what part may be considered by 
the Executive as entitled to payment, on the proof 
hereafter to be produced being satisfactorily estab
lished?

We will only extend the present letter, by making 
known our readiness and desire to afford every 
further personal, or other explanation on the subject 
to which it relates, whenever you may have the 
goodness to inform us it would be acceptable to you
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to receive it ; and we also avail of the occasion to 
express the due sense we entertain of the urbanity 
and courtesy we have individually experienced, both 
from the State and War Departments in the inter
course we have had with them on the business com
mitted to our charge.-—Requesting from you, Sir, the 
favor of an answer as soon as the importance of the 
subject, and your other various avocations Will permit»

We have the honor to be, with sentiments of great 
consideration,

Your very Respectful and Obed’t Servants,

JAMES LLOYD,
WM. H. SUMNER.

Washington, Feb. 3, 1817.

To th e  Hon. G eorge G raham,

Acting Secretary o f War o f the U. States.

[ JVo. 2.—COPY. ]

Mr. Graham’s Letter to Agents.

D epartment of W ar, )  
9th Feb. 1817. $

G entlemen,

YOUR communication of the 3d instant, in rela
tion to the claim of the State of Massachusetts for

4
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the reimbursement of expenses incurred, and for 
supplies furnished for the service of its militia during 
the late war, has received the consideration due to 
it.

As it appears that, with one exception, the militia 
on whose account thè expenses were incurred, were 
called out and kept in service by the State autho
rities, independently of the authority of the United 
States, and were withheld from the command of the 
officers of the United States, placed by the President 
within the military district of which Massachusetts 
formed a part, with authority to call for and take mi
litia into, the service of the United States, the claim 
with which you have been charged, is excluded from 
the recognition of the Executive authority of the U- 
nited States, by the principles explained in the an
swer of the Secretary of War to the communication 
of the Governor of Massachusetts of the 7th of Sep
tember, 1814, copies of which are herewith enclosed. 
Those principles have been kept in view by the Ex
ecutive of the United States, in all cases where ex
penses incurred by a State on account of militia ser
vices have been assumed.

It follows from these observations, that no part of 
the claim presented by you, in behalf of the State of 
Massachusetts, can be assumed by the Executive, ex
cept for such expenses as were incurred “ for the 
payment and supplies of the militia who were de
tached and ordered into the service of the U. States, 
from the time they were mustered until they arrived 
at their place of rendezvous, and for the rations and 
supplies furnished them, after they were received in-
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to the service of the United States, none having been 
provided for them at the time.”

I have the honor to be,

With very great respect,

Your obedient Servant,

GEO. g r a h a m ;

Messrs. J ames L loyd, and  
W m. H. S umner.

[ JVo. 3— COPY. 1 

From Mr. Lloyd.

S ir,

W E duly received your note of the 9th instant, in 
reply to one from us to you, under the 3d instant, in 
reference to the claim of the Commonwealth of Mas
sachusetts against the United States, for expenses in
curred and paid by that State for the general defence 
durfng'the late war.

From the decision yesterday in the House of Re
presentatives on the Bill “ To authorise the settle
ment and payment of certain claims for the service of 
the militia,” from want of time maturely to consider
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the subject at this late and hurried period of the ses
sion, as we are bound to presume, no hope any longer 
exists of Legislative provision being made by the 
present Congress for the payment of those expenses ; 
but confiding in the justice of the claim, and the wis
dom and liberality of the government hereafter, we 
have now the honor to hand to you an abstract of the 
claim, the presentation of which has been intrusted 
to us, with the request that it may be received, and 
preserved on the files of the Department, as an evi
dence in perpetuance of the claim of the State of 
Massachusetts against the United States, for expen
ses incurred for the general defence during the late 
war, and to the repayment of which, it is considered 
that the State is justly entitled.

We are, Sir,

Your respectful and ob’t Servants,

JAIMES LLOYD,
WM. H. SUMNER, |  

Commissioners o f the State o f Massachusetts.

Washington, Feb. 26, 18X7.

The Hon. G eo. G raham,

Acting Secretary o f War o f the U. States.
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[ No. 4.—COPY. ]

Memorial to the President o f the United States.

Copy of a Memorial, presented March 29, 1822, 
by Hon. B. Gorham, and Hon. Mark L. Hill, as a 
Committee from the Representatives in Congress, 
from Massachusetts and Maine, to the President of 
the United States.

W ashington C ity, March 26, 1822.

The undersigned Representatives from the States 
of Massachusetts and Maine, ask liberty in confor
mity to instructions from their respective Govern
ments, to invite the attention of the President of the 
United States, to the claim which the State of Mas
sachusetts, several years since, presented to the Gen
eral Government, for a reimbursement of the monies 
advanced by the former, to Militia called into service 
during the last war with Great Britain, by the direc
tion, and on account of the said General Govern
ment.

The history of this claim is already known to the 
President, and it is not the intention of the under
signed, now to trouble him, with a discussion of its 
merits—but they confine themselves, to respectfully, 
and earnestly requesting him, to instruct the proper 
Executive Department, to entertain such a discus
sion, and to permit the undersigned thereat, to pro
duce such proofs and reasons, as to them may appear
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proper, in order to establish the legality and justice 
of the claim in question, according to the true mean
ing of the laws applicable to the subject, and to the 
practical construction, already given to those laws, 
in similar cases.—They also respectfully ask, that 
the said Department may be fully authorized, to 
liquidate and allow, all, or any part of said claim, 
which in its opinion shall have been so established.

The undersigned have the honor to be with great 
respect,—The President’s

Very Obedient Servants.
S igned.— Joshua Cushman,

Jos. Dane,
M ark Langdon Hill, 
Enoch Lincoln,
Ezekiel Whitman,
Wm. D. Williamson, 
Wm. Eustis,
Jeremiah Nelson,
John Reed,
Samuel C. Mien, 
Timothy Fuller,
Samuel Lathrop,
•Aaron Hobart,
J. W. Dwight,
Francis Baylies, 
Benjamin Gorham, 
Jonathan Russell,
Lewis Bigelow,
Gideon Barstow.
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[ JVo. 5— COPY. ]

Secretary Calhoun’s Letter to Hon. Mr. Lloyd.

D epartment of W ar, )  
January 31st, 1823. $

S ir,

I am directed by the President to say, that he has 
^considered the memorial of the members of Congress 

from Maine, and Massachusetts, addressed to him, in 
relation to the claims of the State of Massachusetts, 
against the United States on account of Militia call
ed out in the late w ar; and to inform you agreeably to 
your request, that the 3d Auditor of the Treasury De
partment has been directed to take up the claims for 
auditing, in conformity to principles which have been 
established and applied in the settlement of similar 
claims. In informing you of the reference of the ac
counts tp the Auditor, it may, however, be proper to 
state, that the settlement must be subordinate to the 
general views in relation to the constitutional power 
of the General Government over the militia of the 
State, which were taken by the Department when 
the accounts were originally presented and discussed, 
on its general merits.

So soon as the correspondence with the Agents 
of the several States who have had claims for militia 
called out in the late war can be examined, abstracts 
of the rules, under which the settlements of the ac-
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counts have been made, will, agreeably to your re
quest, be furnished you.

I have the honor to be,

Your obedient servant,

J. C. CALHOUN.
Hon. J ames L loyd,

Senate.

[ JVb. 6— COPY. ]

Letter from  the Hon. J. Lloyd, and E . H. J\Iills.

W ashington, F ebruary 1, 1823.

S ir,

W E have the honor to enclose a copy of the 
reply of the President of the United States, to the 
memorial of the delegations from Massachusetts and 
Maine, relative to the claim for the services of the 
Militia during the late war, and for a more ready 
reference, it is accompanied by a copy of the said 
memorial.

The abstract of the rules referred to, in the note 
of the Secretary, under which settlements have been 
made with other States, will be transmitted, as soon 
as obtained.

The communication from the Department of Warr 
having been received this day, has not as yet been 
made known to the members of the Delegations from 
the States, beforementioned, no opportunity having
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been afforded for doing it—but for which we did not 
think it needful to wait, before communicating it to 
your Excellency.

Having the honor to be, Sir,

With very high respect,

Your Obedient and humble Servants,

JAMES LLOYD,
E. H. MILLS.

Senators o f the U. States from  Massachusetts. 

To His Excellency Governor B rooks.

[JW 7.—COPY.]

Copy o f a Letter to Governor Parris.

BOSTON, FEBRUARY 8th, 1823.

S ir,

T his morning I received from the Senators Of 
Massachusetts in Congress, a letter dated the 1 st in
stant, covering a reply of the President of the Uni
ted States, to the memorial of the Delegations of 
Massachusetts and Maine, relative to the claim of 
Massachusetts for services Of the militia during thé 
late war, and I lose no time in forwarding to y òtta
copy of each, which will be herewith inclosed. The 

5
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great quantity of business on hand obliges the Legis
lature to continue the session to the, next week.

With great respect,

I  have the honor to be, Sir,

Your most obedient servant,

JOHN BROOKS.

His Excellency G overnor P arris.

{N o . 8.—COPY.]

Copy o f a Letter from  J. Brooks to Messrs. Lloyd 
and Mills, Senators in Congress.

MEDFORD, FEBRUARY 21st, 1823*

To the H on. J ames L loyd, and ) 
the H on. E lijah H. M ills, \

G entlemen,

Having been confined by sickness ever since the 
prorogation of the General Court, it has been out of 
my power to acknowledge the receipt of your com
munication dated the 1st instant, until now. Your 
letter of that date, and the'several documents there
in mentioned, were duly received, and the same 
-morning * laid before the Legislature. The result 
was, a resolution- authorizing the Executive to ap
point an Agent or Agents to prosecute the claim, 

* The morning of the 10th of February.
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and making an appropriation for that purpose. But 
from an apprehension that no advantage could be de
rived from an immediate appointment of an Agent, 
that subject has been postponed. And it may, per
haps, be advisable to defer such appointment until 
the Secretary of War shall have furnished, as he has 
proposed doing, abstracts of the rules under which 
settlements have been made with other States.— 
When we shall be possessed of those rules, such an 
arrangement of the items of the account under differ
ent heads may be making here, as may facilitate its 
ulterior adjustment. The great principles, howev
er, which will be involved in the rules referred to,, 
and their application to the .several descriptions 
of charge against the United States, must be subjects 
of discussion at the seat of government.

However desirable it may be to have the claim as 
soon as practicable,brought under examination,it will, 
I should apprehend, Be advantageous to consult the 
convenience of the Secretary of the war department^ 
with whom the discussion of principles will probably 
be had, on that point. You will allow me therefore,, 
gentlemen, to request your attention to this subject. 
An understanding with Mr. Calhoun as to the time 
when the claim can be attended to, will enable us to 
be prepared for presenting it without waste of money 
or time. A session of the Council will commence on 
the 4th of March next, and' it will be extremely 
agreeable to hear from you while the Board shall be 
in session, which will be only for a few days.

From a letter I have received from the Governor 
of Maine, I presume that the Hon. William King,
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who is now at the City of Washington, will be ap
pointed Agent for that State.

I  have only to add, that with great consideration 
and respect, I  have the honor to be, Gentlemen»

Your most obedient servant»

(Signed)

JOHN BROOKS.

[ JVo. 9.-^COPY. ]

Letter o f  Hon. J  Lloyd and E . H. Mills.

WASHINGTON, MARCH 1, 1823.

S ir,

We have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of 
your Excellency’s letter of the 21st ult.—and im
mediately on its being received, we addressed a note 
to the Secretary of War, requesting him to enable 
us to communicate to you, the information you wish
ed, as to the time when he could most conveniently 
attend to the examination of the claim of the State 
on the General Government. The extreme pres
sure of business always incident to the speedily ap
proaching termination of a session of Congress, has 
we presume, as yet delayed his sending us a written 
reply.

We have, however, just had a conversation with 
him on the subject, in which he stated, that it was
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his intention to leave Washington on a journey, as he 
calculated, of ten weeks, to the southward, about the 
20th of the month,—and that on his return he would 
take it up at any time, which would be most conven
ient to the agents who would be appointed to pre
sent it. He again remarked, we must understand 
our best course would be, to class our charges, bring
ing forward, first those which we considered were 
the strongest, and shewing as we proceeded,that such 
class, or item of the account was not involved in the 
constitutional question at issue between the parties.

Hence, Sir, with great deference, you will permit 
us to observe, it would appear to be most highly im
portant to the success of the claim, or of a consider
able part of it, that an able jurist should be associa
ted in its prosecution, with some individual, conver
sant in its details, and who would attend to the cleri
cal part of the business.

You will pardon this suggestion, which arises alone 
from an earnest desire to promote the interest of the 
State, and to secure in the first instance, as large an 
allowance of the claim as may be practicable.

With the best wishes for the entire restoration of 
your health, and for the enjoyment of all those bless
ings, merited by a long life devoted to the service of 
your country,

We have the honor to be with very high respect,

your Excellency’s obedient,

and humble servants.

JAMES LLOYD,
E. H. MILLS.

G overnor B rooks.
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[ JVVlO.—COPY. 1

Instructions to Jlgents to prosecute Claims on the 
United States.

G entlemen,

HAVING been appointed Agents to' 
proceed to Washington, for the purpose of stating, 
prosecuting, advocating and obtaining a final settle
ment of the claims of this Commonwealth upon the 
United States, for expenditures for militia services 
during the late war, you are requested to examine as 
soon as may be, the accounts and vouchers relative 
thereto, and also the whole of the correspondence of 
the Senators of this State with the late Governor and 
with the War Department. The former, and copies 
of the latter will be delivered to you, with copies of 
any other papers, which you may consider useful in 
the prosecution of your object. After having made 
this examination, and being possessed of these pa
pers, you are requested to proceed immediately to 
Washington, to prefer the claim, and to use 
your best endeavors to procure a settlement.— 
As a preliminary, you may deem it expedient to con
sult with Gen; King of Maine, wKo is at Washing
ton, who has charge of a similar claim on the part of 
Maine, is well acquainted with their merits, and 
whose friendly assistance is relied on.

Should any part of the claim be objected to in con
sequence of the construction of the constitution adop- 
ed by the Government of the U. States, in reference 
to the requisition made by that government for drafts'



of militia, you will, state distinctly that, from the pro
ceedings of each branch of the government .of the 
State at their present session, it is hoped and believ
ed, that this objection will be considered as removed. 
Of these proceedings you will also take authentica
ted copies. To aid you in the removal - of this ob
jection, it may be urged, that the state of our trea
sury, in consequence of the delay in adjusting and 
admitting these claims, obliges us to impose onerous 
burthens on the people, and that no inconsiderable 
part of these burthens falls on the laboring part of 
the community,: on those very militia who have per
formed the services, and that to subject them to an 
additional tax on account of an error of judgment on 
the part of their former rulers, does not comport with 
those principles of equity, or that vidw and liberal 
spirit of justice, which we attribute to, and flatter our
selves we shall experience, from the National Gov
ernment.

With respect to your compensation, by the . re
solve authorising your appointment, an appropriation 
of one, thousand dollars is made ; and any compensa
tion beyond that amount is not under the control of 
the Executive. . And it is desirable that an account 
of your expenses should be kept.

An advance from that appropriation will be. made 
to meet your immediate expenses.

(Signed)
W ILLIAM EUSTIS.

Boston, June 14, 1823.

Hon. G eo. S ullivan,
J oseph H. P ierce, Esq.
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[ No. 11—  COPY. ]

Copy o f Note from  George Sullivan and Joseph H. 
Pierce to the Hon. J. C. Calhoun, Secretary o f War-

To the Hon. J ohn C. C alhoun, )
Secretary o f War. $

S ir,

W E have the honor herewith to exhibit a portion 
of the Massachusetts claim, being for services per
formed and expenses incurred without formal requisi
tion on the part of the U. States ; but on emergencies 
of invasion, or imminent danger of invasion within 
the county of Plymouth, the oldest county in our 
State, and the adjacent counties, constituting the mi
litia district, denominated the Fifth Division.

It will be found on examination of the documen
tary evidence connected with the exhibit, that this 
portion of our claim falls clearly within the descrip
tion of the services recognized by the Executive of 
the Union, and allowed to other States which had 
rendered like services under the same circumstances 
of invasion, or danger, or fear thereof; that the servi
ces constituting this portion of our claim, were called 
for by the people ; that a large assailable property 
was exposed to plunder ; that many towns were im
mediately in danger of devastation ; and that the 
alarming movements of the enemy furnished suffi
cient cause for well founded fears of invasion. Re
garding, as the National Executive does; each and 
every part of a State as equally the object of its pro
tection, it is confidently believed, that the amount of
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expenditures for the protection of this interesting 
portion of the State and of our Country will be rea
dily allowed.

As this, is the first time any specification of this 
portion of the claim, or indeed of any other, except 
for certain 13,000 dollars, on which eleven thou
sand dollars were promptly allowed and advanced» 
has ever been presented, we shall hold ourselves in 
readiness to attend, at a moment’s warning to make 
any explanations of the documents, which you may 
deem necessary.

We are, with sincere respect,

Sir,

Your obliged humble Servants,

GEORGE SULLIVAN. 
JO SEPH . H. PIERCE.

• Washington City, July 15, 1823.

[JVb. 12.—COPY. }

Letter from  Jlgents at Washington.

To His Excellency Governor. E ustis.

S ir, 1

From your knowledge and experience of the 
elimate of Washington, you will learn without

6
sur-
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prize, that after a residence there of three weeks 
through an unusual degfee of heat, its influence on 
Mr. Sullivan’s health required him to withdraw for a 
time, upon the positive ¿nd reiterated advice, of one 
among the ablest physicians of the place. Great 
prostration of his strength with vertiginous affections, 
and faintness and actual confinement to his bed, had 
occurred three several times before Mr. Sullivan 
would listen to the assurances of Doctor Sewall, that 
these symptoms of bilious fever would become daily 
more serious, and finally incapacitate him altogether 
from prosecuting any business. At length, on Wed
nesday evening last, having put our bhsiness in a 
train to be prosecuted, as well by correspondence 
during a short absence, as if present, Mr. Sullivan 
determined to quit the C ity; and Mr. Peirce acqui
escing in this determination, we left Washington 
Thursday morning, and arrived here this day. Mr. 
Sullivan will remain with some friends on Long Island 
till his health is restored; under the expectation of 
proceeding again, which he doubts not he can safely 
do, to the seat of Government, to the further prosecu
tion of the business, so soon as occasion may require.

In this juncture of our affairs, it becomes highly 
proper, Sir, that you should be possessed of their ac- 
tual state and future prospects. On reference to our 
former letters, it will be perceived, that at our first 
interview with the Secretary of War, arrangement 
was made that we should present on Monday, the 
13th instant, any portion of our claim, and of such 
nature as we might deem most expedient. During 
the fortnight which elapsed between our first inter
view and the contemplated presentation of a portion
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of the claim, notice was given us that no vouchers 
had been lodged with the Department of War, to 
support the claim of 13,000 dollars, on which 11,000 
dollars had been advanced. It was deemed by our
selves an honorary duty to place such vouchers 
forthwith in possession of the Departm ent; and Mr. 
Peirce accordingly did so. But we were neither re
quired, nor did we contemplate to do, nor have we 
done more in respect to this part of our claim, as this 
ought not to take place of other more important por
tions.

Availing of the opportunities given us by the Se
cretary of War, during this interval, for informal con
versation on the selection of a portion of the claim 
to be first presented, and the mode of presenting it, 
we determined on Friday, the 11th instant, to present 
that portion of the claim comprising the services 
performed in the Fifth Division, under orders of 
Major QenerM Nathaniel Goodwin, for the defence 
and protection of the Counties of Plymouth, Barn
stable, Dukes, and Nantucket, amounting to 57,000 
dollars, these services being all rendered upon emer
gencies of invasion or imminent danger of invasion, 
or well founded fears thereof, without any requisition 
or call whatever by the United States, but fully justi
fied, and demonstrably necessary, in defence and 
protection of the shores, and harbours, of that inter
esting portion of our State. Accordingly we prepar
ed an exhibit of that portion of the claim, and as 
early as possible in this week we presented the same 
to the Secretary of War, with a written communica
tion adverting to the principles on which we expect
ed this portion would be allowed; of which, copies^
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will be laid before your Excellency as soon as they 
can be prepared.

After much informal conversation with the Secre
tary, Mr. Peirce, and Mr. Sullivan, desired that the 
exhibit and communication should be laid on the 
Secretary’s table, until an opportunity of seeing the 
President on the subject should occur. The Presi
dent was then, and had been for several days at his 
country seat in Loudon County, about 40 miles west 
from the City, but was expected by the Department 
to return on the 17th instant.

Being exceedingly anxious to hasten the progress 
of investigation, and to avoid all unnecessary delay, 
enquiry was made of the President’s family in Wash
ington whether he would certainly return on the 17th 
instant. The answer apprised us that the President 
was not expected until Tuesday of next week, the 
22d instant. And while Mr. Sullivan was contem
plating an immediate journey to see fhe President, 
the symptoms of disease, which had then almost dis
abled him from attending to business, recurred with 
increased violence, and the purposed communication 
with the President on this interesting and very im
portant portion of our claim was unavoidably sus
pended!—That this will be made however, with the 
least possible delay, we doubt not your Excellency 
will fully believe. Nor do we doubt that our tempora
ry absence will be fully justified by your Excellency’s 
approbation.

In order, however, that the business entrusted to 
our care may not suffer from this Unavoidable ab
sence, all the papers necessary to be consulted in 
order to prepare a written illustration of the distinct-
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ness of these services, comprised in the exhibit from 
those which are considered by the administration as 
excluded from compensation upon constitutional 
principles, have been brought by Mr. Sullivan, with 
a view to occupy himself incessantly on this subject 
till able to return to Washington, the rest of the pa
pers being deposited under the safest protection in 
that City ; except certain other papers taken by Mr. 
Peirce to Boston, with a view to collect evidence 
which the, course of investigation may render neces
sary. . ^  7 L .

Your Excellency will recollect that our Commis
sion being joint, it was. useless for Mr. Peirce to re
main at Washington ; for, in the absence of Mr. Sul
livan, he could bave no power to act. Besides his 
remaining there could be of no utility under existing 
circumstances, as the claims of the State of Maryland, 
and of South Carolina, are still under consideration 
in the 3rd Auditor’s Department, and for the present 
would exclude the General Auditing of the whole 
claim, if indeed it were on any principle expedient 
to propose the investigation of any other part, until 
the portion, already on the table of the Secretary of 
War, shall have been disposed of in some definitive 
manner.

We have the honor to be,

Your Excellency’s

Obed’t and humble Servants,

GEORGE SULLIVAN. 
JO SEPH H. PEIRCE.

New-York City, July 19, 1823.
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[ Sfifr. 13— COPY. ]

L e tte r  f r o m  Jam es M onroe to the S ecre ta ry  o f  W ar* 

O ak H ill, S eptember 1st, 1823.
D ear S ir,

I  HAVE had communication with Colonel Sulli
van, and find that his views are rational. He wishes 
an informal investigation of facts, in regard to the 
claims of his State, on which to  found his reasoning. 
I wish you to promote this object, in any way that 
he may desire, and you approve. To this proceed
ing I see no ojection, since the object is the ascer
tainment of truth, without the compronfitment of 
either party. I  haye read to him the above, with 
which he concurs, and I hope that it will be equally 
satisfactory to you.

We expect to set out for Albemarle to-morrow, 
the weather permitting it.

Very sincerely, Dear Sir,

Yours,

(S ig n e d )  JAMES MONROE. 

T h e S ecre ta ry  o f  W ar.
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L e tte r  f r o m  H on. J. C. Calhoun to P e te r  H a g n er ,E sq .
3d Auditor.

D epartment of W ar, )
5th September, 1823.$ 

S ir,

YOU will receive herewith enclosed, a copy of a 
letter from the President of the United States, by 
which you will see his views in relation to the Mas
sachusetts claim. You will, as soon as practicable, ex
amine such items of the claims as the Commission
ers may present, and report to this Department the 
amount which would have been due according to the 
rules heretofore established, if the troops had been 
in service under the authority of the General Gov
ernment.

I have the honor to be,

Your obedient servant,

( S ign ed ) J. C. CALHOUN.

PpTER H agner, Esq.
3d Auditor.
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Copy o f the 3d Auditor's Report to the Hon. the Se
cretary o f War.

PURSUANT to the letter of the Hon. Secretary 
of the Department of War to the 3d Auditor, dated 
5th September, 1823, enclosing a letter of the 1st of 
the same month, addressed to the Secretary by the 
President of the United States, in relation to the* 
claim of the State of Massachusetts, and directing 
the 3d Auditor in conformity with the views expres
sed in the President’s letter, to “ examine such items 
of the claim as the Commissioners may present, and 
report to the Department the amount which would 
have been due according to the rules heretofore es
tablished, if the troops had been in service under the 
authority of the General Government,” the 3d Audi
tor Reports :

That accounts and vouchers have been establish
ed by the Comriiissioners for payments made by the 
State for pay and subsistence of militia belonging to 
the 5th Division, commanded by Major-General Na
thaniel Goodwin, "‘called into service at various pe
riods and places, during the year 1814, and for sun
dry incidental expenses, amounts altogether, to 
€3,410 TW.

That an examination thereof has been made and the 
vouchers found to be very irregular, when compared 
with such as were rendered in cases where the mili
tia were mustered into and out of service by United 
States’ Officers, the rolls filed as muster rolls, being 
in numerous instances merely inspection rolls, nam-
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ing the men, and distributing their accoutrements, 
without shewing’either the commencement or termi
nation of service, and the certificates of service there
on, not being dated till some time after the period of 
discharge ; and in many othérs, they are as appears 
by the certificates in them, abstracts of the ori
ginals in his possession—the accounts of the several 
towns for rations provided for the militia, are also in
formal, thefe being no ration returns, nor in most ca
ses, any receipts, given  a t the tim e o f  d e livery  j  but in 
lieu thereof, certificates from the officers, dated some
time afterward, acknowledging that the towns did 
supply the numbers charged for to their commands 
—these accounts, moreover, are not (a few in
stances excepted) supported by any vouchers for the 
cost of the provisions, or evidencing that the towns 
respectively paid as high a rate for the rations as they 
received from the State, viz.—20 cents each ; besides, 
during the period within which the militia for whom 
they are represented to have been furnished were in 
service, the United States’ contract price in Massa
chusetts was only 17 cents per ration, and if those 
militia had been in service under the authority of the 
General Government, they would of course have been 
supplied by the contractor, attd at no greater expense 
to the United States.

That on the examination deductions have been 
made, amounting to $19,848, the causes for 
which are explained in a detailed statement here
with, and of these deductions, a portion, amounting 
to $9315 tVô- consists of charges either inadequate- 
y vouched, or being of a description, which to war- 
ant their allowance, would have required explanatory

7
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evidence, and the special sanction of the Secretary of 
W ar; and the residue of such deductions would, it is 
considered, have been indipensable.

And that (in addition to so much of the last men
tioned sum as might ultimately have been rendered 
admissible) the sum of 843562 being the differ
ence between the aggregate of the claim presented, 
and of the deductions, is the “ amount which would 
have been due according to the rules heretofore es
tablished, if the troops had been in service under the 
authorities of the General Government,”  provided 
that the vouchers, notwithstanding the defects noti
ced, should be deemed sufficient, and that 20 cents 
per ration would, under the circumstances, bp al-
lowed.

Treasury Deparment, 1
3d Auditor’s Office, >

4th Nov. 1823. y

PE T E R  HAGNER, 

Auditor.

The Hon. Secretary o f War.

[ JYo. 16.—COPY. ]

From Hon. J. C. Calhoun, Secretary o f War, to 
Messrs. Sullivan and Peirce.

D epartment of W ar, )  - 
Nov. 5th, 1823. $

TH E Secretary of War’s compliments to Messrs. 
Sullivan and Peirce, and encloses to them a copy of the
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Report of the 3d Auditor, upon the claim of the State 
of Massachusetts.

Messrs. S ullivan & P eirce, >
A gen ts , fy c .)

[ JVo. 17.—COPY. ]

iM essrs. Su llivan  an d  P e irc e  to  S ecre ta ry  o f  W a r .

W ashington, N ovember 10, 1823.

To th e  Hon. J ohn C. C alhoun,
S ecre ta ry  o f  W a r.

S ir,

By the report of the 3rd Auditor which we had 
the honor to receive from you last week, it appears 
that of $ 63,410 ||j! the Auditor considers S 10,533 
m as inadmissible, and $ 9,313 as suspended, and 
the residue S 43,562 jj® as liable to three specific ob
jections : 1st. Informality in the Muster Rolls : 
2nd. Defect in ration returns : 3rd. Overcharge of 
three cents per ration.

In respect to the first and second, it would be 
enough perhaps to say, that the informality and defect 
noticed, occurred in the Pennsylvania claim; and 
were in that case obviated upon consideration, “ that 
the money had,” as appeared in that case, and as 
appears also in this, “ been paid by the State, out pf 
its own funds; that the accounts had been brought 
before the Legislature of the State, and after a full 
investigation on the part of those intimately acquaint-
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ed with all the circumstances, the accounting officers 
were clothed with powers to allow the accounts, as 
they are now charged to the United States.” Re
ference is respectfully made to the letter from the 
Department of War, to the 3rd Auditor, under date 
the 16th November, 1820, obligingly placed by copy 
within our reach; and reference is also made to the 
letter from the Department of War, to the 3rd Audi
tor, under date of 24th July, 1818, containing deci
sions, to the same effect, of that Department on the 
claim of Virginia; and reference is also made to the 
letter of the Hon. Wm. Crawford, Secretary of War, 
under date the 15th April, 1816, to the Governor of 
North Carolina, where also it appears, that infor
mality is not an insuperable objection.

But independently of all precedent, payment by 
the States, out of their own funds, is the best evidence 
to the National Government, of the number of days 
of service performed, and of the quantity of rations 
supplied; because State Governments cannot be 
mistaken? in respect to thejr haying the best means 
of information; and they can have no motive to mis
represent these facts.

The decisions of the Department of War, as well 
by your predecessor, as yourself. Sir, have however, 
made a final and satisfactory disposition of all cases 
of this sort,—and although regulations, devised to 
guard against fraud or inconvenience, ought not to 
Ije disregarded, yet where no fraud is imputable, and 
no inconvenience is suggested, a mere informality, 
which can be ascribed only to the novelty of circum
stances, cannot, it is believed, be considered as eon- 
trouling the obligations of justice.
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With respect to the third objection, overcharge of 
rations ; as the discussion of this might lead to the 
production and investigation of evidence tending to 
retard the progress of the claim, it would be more 
agreeable to us to consider that three cents on each 
ration are suspended. And for like reasons, we 
woulfl consider that the items included in the sum of 
$ 19,848 are also suspended for the present.

The actual state, then, of this portion of the claim, 
is, the admission of the facts, that, “ if the troops had 
been in service, under the authority of the General 
Government, the amount which would have been due 
according to the rules heretofore established,” is 
% 43,562 less, ^ of the sum of rations included in 
this amount; and also that the services of the Militia 
were performed with the exceptions contained in the 
remarks of the 3rd Auditor, at the times and places 
mentioned in the Pay-Rolls, respectively.

We have the honor to be,

Sir, your Obedient Servants,

GEORGE SULLIVAN. 
JOSEPH. H. PEIRCE.
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From the Secretary o f War, to Messrs. Sullivan 
and Peirce.

D epartment oe W ar, )  
November 13th, 1823. )

G entlemen,

I have received your letter of the 10th instant, re
lative to the claim of Massachusetts against the Gen
eral Government, and have submitted it to the Presi
dent of the United States, who directs me to say, in 
reply,that the objections to the muster rolls,made by 
the 3d Auditor, in his report of the 4th instant, are 
considered as obviated; as by the pay rolls to which 
they refer, the time which the troops were in ser
vice is clearly ascertained. The objection to the 
ration returns is also obviated, as by the pay rolls 
before mentioned, the amount of rations issued can 
be obtained. As regards the price of the ration, the 
President is disposed to accord to your suggestion 
Of allowing at present 17 cents each, and leaving the 
other three cents each as a suspended item.

I am authorised by the President to say, that pre
vious to a final decision upon this claim, he will re
ceive any views you may wish to offer on the con
stitutional question.

I am gentlemen,
Respectfully,

Your obedient servant.
J. C. CALHOUN.

Messrs. G. S ullivan, and )
J. P ierce, &c. Washington City. $
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L e tte r  f r o m  the A gen ts to the S ecre ta ry  o f  W a r.

WASHINGTON, NOVEMBER 17, 1823.
To the Hon. J ohn C. C alhoun, )

S ecre ta ry  o f  W a r. $
S ir,-

We have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of 
your favor of the 13th inst.
» In pursuance of the course of proceeding pre
scribed by the letter of the President mentioned in 
the 3d Auditor’s Report, we would proceed to es
tablish the necessity or expediéncy of the services 
included in this portion of the claim now under con
sideration, as a preliminary to any views on the con
stitutional question. The propriety of this is obvi
ous, for until the services are admitted to have been 
necessary or expedient for the defence of the State, 
there will be no ground on which the constitutional 
question can be raised.

On reference to the principles upon which the 
services of militia in other States have been recog
nized by the Executive of the United States, where 
such militia were not called out upon requisition, nor 
placed under command of any officers of the United 
States ; it appears in the letter from thè Department 
of War to the 3d Auditor, under date, the 14th Feb. 
1818, respecting the claim of Maryland, that the ex
penditures by States for militia services, of the usual 
character in such cases,and properly vouched, are to 
be admitted, when the militia have been called out

/
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on actual invasion, or well founded fear of invasion. 
The same principle is distinctly prescribed as the 
rule of admission and allowance of claims in the let
ter of the Department of War, to Col. Ferris Pell, 
Agent of the State of New-York, under date, 30th 
March, 1818 : to both of which letters, obligingly 
placed by copy in our hands, we respectfully refer. 
It only remains then to shew, that at the ti mes and 
places when and where the services under consider
ation were performed, there was actual invasion, or 
a well founded fear of invasion.

. Referring to the pay rolls mentioned in our letter 
of the 10th inst. which were subjected to careful in
vestigation by the State Legislature, in respiect to the 
occasion as well as the amount of the services they 
evidence, it appears that these were performed in 
the several places mentioned in the pay rolls, during 
the summer and fall of the year 1814. It anight also 
be made to appear from the same documents, that in 
many instances the troops were called out on actual 
invasion, and in all instances on actual alarm ; but 
the notorious presence of the enemy and his fre
quent threatening movements near the places men
tioned as the scenes of service, seem to preclude 
the necessity of any minute detail on this subject.— 
Indeed the allowance and payment by the State out 
of her own funds, under circumstances in some re
spects peculiar to herself, seems of itself to be the 
best possible evidence; and we doubt hot, under any 
circumstances, ought to be considered the best evi
dence,to the National Government, that the services 
were not only called for by the people,on well found
ed fears of invasion, but that they were discontinued
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at the earliest moment which the security of the 
citizens and their property would allow. Neverthe
less we would respectfully submit under this head 
the subjoined Documents as plenary evidence of eve
ry circumstance which the most scrupulous regard to 
the interests of the . Union can^xact, in proof of the 
necessity and expediency of these services.

It appears from the subjoined “Communications 
marked B.” between General Nathaniel Goodwin, 
commanding the 5th Division, and the various civil 
Authorities, Committees of Safety, &c.—within his 
command, that the inhabitants in the places to which1 
the troops were called, were in some instances laid 
under contribution by the enemy, their shores act
ually invaded, their towns bombarded, their vessels 
cut out of harbor, and that the inhabitants of the 
whole sea coast within that division were agitated 
with alarm, from the frequent, and in some places, 
daily appearance of the enemy, throughout the time 
within which these services were called for and per
formed. The .“ Orders marked A.” also subjoined? 
corroborate circumstantially, these “ Communica
tions.”

This brief view of the facts and circumstances, 
tending to shew the well founded fear of invasion 
which called out the militia of the' 5th Division to 
perform the services in question, and (what is also 
manifest from these Documents) the careful regard to 
public economy, which dismissed them as soon as the 
danger withdrew, is respectfully submitted to the 
President, as fully justifying belief on his part, that 
the services which are admitted to have been per-

8
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formed, were necessary or expedient for defence of
the State against the enemy. _  i

On the admission of this fact, we presume, accord
ing to the course of the Executive of the Nation with 
other States having claims for militia services during 
the late war, no objection will remain to the recog
nition by the President of these services of the State
of Massachusetts, now under consideration, except
ing that alluded to in your letter of the 13th inst. as 
arising out of the Constitutional Question.

We have the honor to be,

Sir, very respectfully,1

Your obedient servants,

GEORGE SULLIVAN, 
JO SEPH  H. PEIRCE.

[ M o. 20.—COPY. ]

L e tte r  to  the H on. S ecre ta ry  o f  W a r ,  f r o m  M essrs . 
Su llivan  and P eirce .

W ashington, D ec. 10, 1823. 

T o the Hon. J ohn C. C alhoun, Secretary of War. 

S ir,

W E have the honor to present for auditing, that 
portion of the claim of Massachusetts which is found-
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ed on the services performed by the 11th Division of 
Massachusetts Militia, within that part of the State 
of Maine, called the County of Lincoln. This Divi
sion was under command of Gen. Wm. K ing; and his 
letters to the United States’ Department of War, and 
to the Government of Massachusetts at the time the 
services were performed, will fully substantiate the 
necessity of the services, and their economical adap
tation to the emergencies which called them forth. 
To these we refer; the former are on file, and of the 
latter, copies will be exhibited without delay. Gen. 
King has assured us that he will readily give any 
further explanation in his power of the facts andxir- 
cumstances connected with these services, which the 

* interests of Maine and Massachusetts may require.

We have the honor to be, &c.

GEORGE SULLIVAN. 
JO SEPH  H. PEIRCE.

[ N o . 21.—COPY. ]

C opy o f  a  N o te  f r o m  H on. J. C. Calhoun, S ecre ta ry  

o f  W a r , to M essrs . Su llivan  an d  P e irce .

G entlemen,

D epartment of W ar, )  
D ec. 12 tk , 1823. \

I  HAVE directed the 3d Auditor of the Treasury 
to take up the claim for services of the 11th Divi-



60

sion, as requested by y ou, and to effect the adjustment 
of it as soon as practicable.

I  have the honor to be,

Your obedient Servant,

J. C. CALHOUN-,
Hon. G eo. S ullivan,

J oseph H. P ierce, Esq.

r JVo. 22.—COPY. ]
* L

C opy o f  the P re s id e n t’s Com m unication to  the S ecre t- « 
ta r y  o f  W ar.

W ashington, 22d D ec. 1823.

S ir,

I  HAVE examined with great attention, the Re
port of the 3d Auditor of Public Accounts, on the 
claims of the 5th Division of the Massachusetts Mi
litia, for services rendered in the late war, with the 
communications of the Commissioners of that State, 
on the subject ; and according to the view presented, 
am of opinion, that the services to which they refer, 
were called for by the exigencies of the times, and 
were intended to repel, in many instances, actual in
vasion, and in the others, the troops were called out 
on well founded apprehension of it ; that they were 
spontaneous movements of those who were exposed 
to danger, and for the purpose of self defence. * I am
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however of opinion, that it would not be proper to 
decide on any particular class of claims, until the 
whole has been audited, so that the merits of each, 
under their various classification, may be distinctly 
seen, and perfectly understood. The crisis at which 
the constitutional difficulty, respecting the command 
of the militia occurred, between the Government of 
the United States and the Government of Massachu
setts, was momentous, and the principle involved in 
the conduct of the Executive of that State, by impair
ing the constitutional power of the General Govern
ment over the militia in war, was of the most danger
ous character. I t is therefore of the highest impor
tance, that every circumstance connected with that 
occurrence, in its application to these claims, should 
be fully known, and duly weighed, before a decision 
is made on any one of its classes. Under this im
pression, and with a view to such decision by the 
competent authority, instructions will be given to the 
Accounting Officer of the Government, to proceed in 
auditing all the accounts with the least delay pos
sible. .

JAMES MONROE.
The Secretary o f War.
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C opy o f  a  L e tte r  f r o m  the S ecre ta ry  o f  W a r , to 
M essrs . Su llivan  and P e irc e ....Jlgents.

D epartment op W ar, )
D ec. 23d, 1823. $

G entlemen,

I  enclose to you herewith a cop}r of the decision 
of the ^President of the United States, in relation to 
the claim of the State of Massachusetts, for the mili- 
tary services of 5th Division of the Militia of that 
State.

I  have instructed the 3rd Auditor to proceed in 
the auditing the accounts with as little delay as pos
sible—and beg leave to suggest the propriety of your 
sending in all the accounts and vouchers in your 
possession, as soon as practicable.*

The accounts, &c. are herewith returned.

I have the honor to be,

Your Obedient Servant,

( S igned,)  J. C. CALHOUN.

Messrs. S ullivan & P eirce, )
Jlgents, 8fc. y
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Letter from  Messrs. Sullivan and Peirce to 
Governor Eustis.

WASHINGTON, JANUARY 1,1824. 
To His Excellency Gov. E ustis.

S ir,,

We have the honor to transmit to your Excellen
cy, in compliance with your Excellency’s directions, 
the correspondence between us and the General 
Government.

I t will be perceived that our letter of the 17th 
Nov. was not answered till the 23d of Dec. current. 
Our fellow-citizens at home may not all be apprised 
of the slow pace, with which the investigation of all 
claims necessarily moves, in the accounting Depart
ment of this Government. Every objection that can 
be taken is properly noticed, reduced to writing, and 
made the basis of a report by the 3d Auditor; who 
with an ability and . integrity that do honor to our 
Government,presents these objections to the view of 
the proper officer, with distinct reference to the sev
eral principles, which determine their validity. The 
Report is put by copy in the hands of the Agents ; 
who in return present their exposition and argument 
upon such objections; and the points at issue are 
decided by the President. The remarks on the ser
vices of the 5th Division cover thirty-six pages folio, 
closely written. These must be answered in writ
ing, with such discussion of their merits, as their de
tails and the importance of these and the principles



they involve, may require. In pursuance of the 
views we had the honor to communicate as those 
first adopted, we have diligently pressed forward the 
investigation to the point where the justice of the 
claim is to be tried and determined. It will be found 
that a larger portion of our claim has been audited, 
than is usual in the same space of time ; and where 
long delay in answering our communications has oc
curred, it is to be ascribed to great pressure of busi
ness on the President, and the great importance very 
properly attached to the judicious conduct of this 
peculiar claim.

We would not raise the public expectation of suc
cess in the objects of our Agency, at the present 
time, even to an inconsiderable extent. Much yet 
remains to be done ; but with the countenance and 
aid of your Excellency, we feel great confidence 
that all will eventually be accomplished, which can 
be reasonably expected.

It will be perceived that the course adopted was, 
to settle, first, the material facts, as the only basis of 
effectual argument. The' coriespondence shews 
that the necessity of the services in the 5th Division, 
for defence of the State, is clearly established by 
evidence, too conclusive to leave room for doubt.

These services were spontaneous movements of 
the people on occasions of self-defence, against the 
enemy. Under such circumstances, the militia offi
cers, by force of their Commissions alone, and the 
act of Congress declaring war, are justified in turning 
out their respective commands, even without orders 
from the State Executive, on first principles of self-
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preservation. And as no other sufficient means of 
protection were or could be provided by the General 
Government, such services cannot be regarded in 
any other light, than as services performed under the 
authority of the United States: the performance was 
a fulfilment of the obligation of all t by one of the 
parties to the compact of the Constitution. The 
people of the United States are bound “ to protect 
each State against invasion.” No standing army 
adequate to the protection of all or any considerable 
part of assailable points in the United States can be 
raised. The reliance, therefore, of the National Gov
ernment must be placed on the militia as the strong 
arm, the first means of defence. All the States áre 
parties to the compact of protection;'and perform
ance of the duty by the militia of either one entitles 
her to reimbursement from the others, as joint obli
gors with herself. Indeed the principle involved in 
the obligation of protection extends even further; 
the compact is between all the people of the United 
States, and every individual citizen. All necessary 
measures of self-defence, therefore, adopted by a 
body of individual citizens, though not enrolled in 
the militia, must be regarded as done under the au
thority, and upon the ultimate responsibility of the 
United S tates; because this also is in fulfilment of 
the obligation of the people of the United States “ to 
protect each State against invasion.” There are not 
wanting honorable instances, during the late war, of 
distinguished bravery, and conduct by a body of citi
zens in a sister State, which gave occasion to the ex
tended application of the principle involved in this 

9
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obligation. This obligation cannot be suspended. It 
cannot be dissolved, but by some act which dissolves 
the Union. Indeed*the recognition of militia ser
vices by the Government of the United States sub
sequent to performance is always founded on the 
fact, that the duty of all has been executed by 
one of the States.

In such services as these, the constitutional ques
tions raised between the Governments by the con
duct of a former Executive of the State, alluded to 
in the President’s letter, are not involved. On re
ference to the opinion of the judges, on which that 
conduct was founded, it will be obvious, that nothing 
more need be said on this point, than that in the em
ergencies which called forth these services; there 
was no call for militia by the President of the United 
States, upon the Executive of Massachusetts; no call 
by the President “ directly” upon the militia officers, 
and no requisition of troops to be placed under com
mand of United States’ officers.

These services in the 5th Division were not only ne
cessary in self defence, and in that view, performed 
under the implied authority of the United States ; 
but they were in fact performed under their express 
authority, as we shall be able to demonstrate tq the 
Government here, when this becomes proper. A 
large portion of the whole claim is included within 
the description of these services, both in respect to 
the express and the implied authority under which 
they were performed. In respect to such services, 
we cannot but expect a favorable result. There are 
services of a different character. With what view 
these will be regarded, we are unable to say.
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It \yill be perceived by the correspondence, that 
the services rendered by the militia in the late Dis
trict,but now State of Mainè,have been presented long 
since for auditing. The pressure of,Congressional 
business has retarded our progress unavoidably,— 
But it is well known that a considerable portion of 
the services in Maine are included within the de
scription of those performed in the 5th Division : and 
it is apparent, that they must be decided upon the 
same principles. ■ ,

The necessity of auditing the claim is manifest. 
It is only by this means that the facts and circum
stances which constitute the character of the claim 
and throw its portions intp distinct classes, can be 
established. The objections taken in the remarks upon 
the accounts of the 5th Division, are merely matters of 
detail. They will, however, receive particular at
tention, as well in respect to the collection of further 
evidence, as to the correction of mistakes and 
omissions.

We have the honor to be,

Very respectfully,

Your Excellency’s Ob’t Servants,

GEORGE SULLIVAN. 
JOSEPH. H. PEIRCE.
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Expense attending the agency on the .claim of this 
Commonwealth, against the United Statens,1 for servi
ces of the Militia, in the late war, by the Hon. James 
Lloyd, and William H. Sumner, Esq. appointed com
missioners for the purpose, December 10th, 1816, 
and Hon. George Sullivan, and Joseph H. Peirce, 
Esq. in 1823.

1817, January 14, in advance, ♦  . . 8 1 ,0 0 0  00 
“ June 17, . . . .  . . . . 675 55

1818, February 7, for arranging papers,
and conveying to Washington, by 
Joseph H. Peirce, Esq. . . 500 00

1823, June, to Messrs. Sullivan and Peirce, 600 00 
July to do. . . . ' .  >• . . 400 00

Granted by resolve of Feb. 1823, 83,175 55


