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T H E  Committeee of both Houses, fo whom was re
ferred that portion of his Excellency’s Message con
cerning the Militia—

R E S P E C T F U L L Y  R E P O R T :
They heartily accord with his Excellency in opin

ion, that “ no radical change in the organization of 
our militia ought to be attempted,” and in the satis
faction he expresses “ with the old establishment as 
we find it.” As the examination of the laws regula
ting the militia is intrusted to a s e p a r a t e  committee ; 
they proceed to consider, only, the general, unchange
able, and fundamental principles of our militia, which 
ought ever to be diligently investigated, and unde- 
viatingly kept in view, so that the detail of the system, 
the legal and practical provisions may be always 
regulated and tested by them.

That in every republic there should be a militia, is 
so vitally important and indispensable as hardly to be 
illustrated by argument. The people are the legiti
mate source of government, and if the actual, the 
physical power be intrusted to any other hands, the 
power of government has, in fact, departed from 
them, however they may continue to exercise it, at



the suffrance of others. The existence in our coun
try of a small standing army, amounting at present to 
six thousand only, serves but to render the necessity 
of a militia still more apparent, for the complete pro
tection of the country against all foreign or domestic 
foes.

From these general views of the militia, which 
rather regard the whole United States, We proceed 
to consider the constitutional power for its organiza
tion and' government, which is divided respectively 
beteen the general government and the several states. 
The former is empowered “ to provide for organ
izing, arming, and disciplining the militia, and for 
governing such part of them as may be employed in 
the service of the United States, reserving to the 
states respectively, the appointment of the officers 
and the authority of training the militia according to 
the discipline prescribed by Congress.”

That it was never intended by the enlightened pa
triots who drafted this constitution, that the whole of 
the United States militia, should be at all times kept 
effective, though upon any emergency it might be 
rendered so, seems obvious and undeniable. In the 
first place, the burthen and expense of rendering it 
so, Would never long be tolerated ; and thé division 
of the power to train it among the several states,, 
could never have been intended to produce this re
sult, For the necessity which exists in the several 
states for a militia force, is extremely unequal, and 
the greatest discordances in the character of the mi
litia would be the inevitable consequence. This



3
principle, that to render the whole of the United 
States militia effective, ought not to be attemped, ex
cept on the most pressing emergency, is advanced 
by your committee with the greater confidence, be
cause they are supported in it by the cotemporane- 
ous exposition of the constitution, and powerful ar
guments, of three of the greatest political sages which 
any country ever produced—Jay, Madison and Ham
ilton. In a work, the production of their united wis
dom, we find the following sentiments advanced.— 
“ The project of disciplining all the militia of the U- 
nited States, is as futile as it would be injurious, if it 
were capable of being carried into execution. A 
tolerable expertness in military movements, is a bu
siness that requires time, not practice. It is not 
a day, nor a week, nor even a month, that will suffice 
for the attainment of it. To oblige the great body pf 
the yeomanry, and of the other classes of the citi
zens, to be under arms for the purpose of going 
through military exercises and evolutions, as often as 
might be necessary, to acquire the degree of perfec
tion which would entitle them to the character of a 
well regulated militia, would be a real grievance to 
the people, and a serious public inconvenience and 
loss. It would form an annual deduction from the 
productive labor of the country, to an amount which, 
calculating upon the present numbers of the people, 
would not fall far short of a million of pounds.” (Ac
cording to the population of the country in 1824, the 
amount, according to this calculation, would be about 
10 million dollars.) “ To attempt a thing which would 
abridge the mass of labor and industry to so consid-
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erable an extent, would be unwise ; and the experi
ment, if made, could not succeed, because it would 
not long be endured. Little more can reasonably be 
aimed at, with respect to the people at large, than to 
have them properly armed and equipped, and in or
der to see that this be not neglected, it will be neces
sary to assemble them once or twice; in the course of 
a year.”

As to the requisite and constitutional exercise of 
the power intrusted to the several states over their 
respective militia, the only rational, and we believe, 
the true construction of the constitution is, that the 
several states are required to train their respective 
militia according to the exigency of their respective 
states; and in entire conformity with the laws of the 
Union, but not with regard to the exigencies of the 
general government, or for those purposes for which 
the general government may employ the militia, when 
necessary ; as the latter is intrusted with sufficient 
power to prepare the militia for these purposes, 
themselves. As thè burthen we have voluntarily im
posed upon ourselves heretofore for the improve
ment of our militia, has been, we believe, more oner
ous than in any other state of the Union, we beg leave 
to state the following reasons in support of the fore
going principle.

The necessities of the several states for the use of 
militia, are totally different, and often entirely local 
and peculiar, and of which the state itself is the only 
appropriate judge. It makes and executes its state 
laws, and best knows whether an armed force be ne-



5
cessary for their execution. Some states have sav
age foes on their frontiers, or within their confines,' 
and in others their slaves are a still more formidable 
domestic enemy. For these sufficient reasons, the 
training of the militia is wisely and necessarily in
trusted to the several states. But it is impossible to 
believe, that to them is committed the power of train
ing them for the purposes and exigencies of the gen
eral government. They are totally incompetent to 
judge of these exigencies. They know nothing of the 
danger from foreign foe s, or support from foreign al
lies ; of the sufficiency or insufficiency of the force 
which the general government possess or are preparing 
—And if they possessed this and all other necessary 
information, they would be still incompetent for our 
safeguard. It is impossible for them to act with, uni
formity and in” concert, or for the general govern
ment to make any safe calculation on the assistance 
to be afforded by them.

As to the exigencies of our own Commonwealth for 
the employment of militia, thanks to the exemplaryre- 
ligion and morals of the community, we believe that 
in no country on earth were these exigencies ever 
less. In harmony with the general government, we 
feel confident of their entire protection against all 
foreign perils. The voluntary and enlightened obe
dience of our laws, by our citizens, needs not the 
prompting of an armed force. We have no foes on 
the frontiers, or in the bosom of ,the state. The sav
age foe that originally gave rise to our distinguished 
militia, has been long beneath the sod ; their graves
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are obliterated, and the imagination of poets pan 
scarcely eonjure up their shades.

Under the present system, the brave and orderly 
militia of the Commonwealth are perfectly armed, 
most respectably officered, sufficiently trained under 
the discipline prescribed, and reflect a lustre on 
the Commonwealth.

It is only necessary to revise the laws regulating 
the present system, and to encourage “ this patriotic 
band” to persevere in their present laudable “ zeal 
and exertions,” for “ discipline and military know" 
ledge,” by alleviating their unequal burthens, so far 
as it can be done, in justice to all the citizens of the 
Commonwealth. THOMAS LONGLEY,

Per Order.
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