
ComnumUKraltti of JH*xesaciitteett$>.

In the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred 
and twenty-four.

mu m$t
Concerning the Inspection of Beef, Pork, Fish, But- 

.. ter, Hops and Tobacco.

Sec. 1. it enacted by the Senate and House of 
Representatives, in General Court assembled, and by 
the authority o f the same, That from and after the pas
sing of this Act, it shall be lawful to import from any 
State or Territory within the United States into this 
Commonwealth, and to export therefrom, salted Beef 
and Pork, without its being subjected to inspection 
or reinspection, when thus imported', sold or ex
ported.

Sec. 2. Be it further enacted, That from and after 
the passing of this Act, it shall be lawful to import
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from any State or Territory within the United States 
into this Commonwealth, and to export therefrom, 
salted, pickled and smoked Fish, without its being 
subjected to inspection or reinspection, when thus 
imported, sold or exported ; and pickled'and smoked 
Fish may in like manner be imported from Nova 
Scotia and New-Brunswickinto this Commonwealth? 
and sold therein, and exported therefrom ; and Hops 
inspected in any State or Territory within the United 
States, may be exported from this Commonwealth 
without reinspection.

Sec. 3. Be it further enacted, That no Inspector 
or Deputy Inspector of Beef, Pork or Fish within this 
Commonwealth, shall brand or cause to be branded, 
with the brand or inspection mark of this Common
wealth, any barrel, cask, box, or other parcel of Beef, 
Pork or Fish which shall have been packed and in
spected in any place without this Commonwealth  ̂
and every Inspector-General or Deputy Inspector, 
who shall violate or transgress the provisions of this 
section, shall forfeit and pay for each and every bar
rel of Beef or Pork which he shall mark or brand, or 
cause to be marked or branded, contrary to the pro
visions of this section, the sum of ten dollars, and a 
sum in proportion thereto for any parcel he or they 
shall mark or brand, or cause to be marked or brand
ed, in any cask or vessel of larger or smaller dimen
sions, and he or they shall also forfeit and pay for 
each and every barrel of pickled Fish, the sum of 
five dollars, and a sum in proportion thereto for any 
parcel he or they shall mark or brand, or cause to be 
marked or branded, in any cask of larger or smaller
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dimensions ; and he or they shall also forfeit and pay 
for each and every box of smoked Fish, the sum of 
one dollar for each and every box of smoked Fish he 
or they shall mark or brand, or cause to be marked 
or branded contrary to the provisions of this section. 
And each and every owner of any Beef, Pork or 
Fish, who shall have the same marked or branded 
with the inspection mark or brand of this Common
wealth, contrary to the provisions of this section, 
shall forfeit and pay the penalties respectively as are 
herein mentioned as provided for Inspectors-General 
and/ their Deputies, who shall violate the provisions 
thereof.

Sec. A.'Be it further enacted, That it shall be the 
duty of the Inspector-General of Beef and Pork, to 
cause all Pork which may be packed and inspected 
within this Commonwealth} to be weighed previous 
to its being salted or put into pickle, in all cases 
when it shall be practicable, and each barrel shall 
contain two hundred pounds, and each half barrel 
shall contain one hundred pounds of Pork in its fresh 
state * and if in any case it shall not be practicable 
to weigh and pack the same as aforesaid, then the 
Inspe<^®r-General or his Deputy shall add so much 
more w  each barrel or half barrel, as in his opinion 
the same shall have gained in weight, by being thus 
salted or pickled ; and an oath shall be administered 
to each Deputy that he will comply with the requi
sitions of this section, according to the best of his 
understanding.
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S ec. 5. Be it further enacted, That each and every 

of the Inspectors General of Beef, Pork and Fish, 
shall visit the several places within Hie Common
wealth, where they shall respectively have deputies, 
once at least in every year, where such deputies re
side more than fifty miles from the City of Boston, 
and twice at least in each year where they reside 
within fifty miles of said City, during the seasons 
of packing, for the purpose of examining the pro
ceedings of such deputies, and m such visit it shall be 
the duty of such Inspector General to examine the 
packing and branding of such deputies, in doing 
which he shall select casks and boxes promiscuously 
from among those packed, inspected and branded by 
such deputy; and if in respect of them, there shall be 
found any failure of compliance with the provisions 
of the Inspection Laws, the Inspector General shall 
cause as many barrels, casks and boxes to be opened 
as he shall deem expedient to be opened, examined 
and repacked according to his directions, at the 
expense and charge of such deputy ; and each and 
every such Inspector General and their deputies, 
shall forfeit and pay seven dollars for each tierce, 
five dollars for -each barrel, three dollars for each half 
barrel, and one dollar for each box offish—and ten 
dollars for each barrel, and five dollars for each half 

.barrel of Beef or Pork, in the inspection or branding 
of which they shall violate, or fail to comply with any 
of the provisions of the Inspection Laws of this Commonwealth.

Sec. 6. Be it further enacted, That the master or 
owner of a vessel in which any article that is requir-



ed by law to be inspected, shall be shipped for ex
portation) shall not be required to produce a certifi
cate that such article has been inspected, but shall in
stead thereof, be required to take the following oath 
before the Collector or officer clearing such vessel.

 ̂ owner or master, (as the case may be) of
do swear, that accord, 

ing to the best of my knowledge and belief, no arti
cle required by the laws of this Commonwealth to be 
inspected, are laden on board said vessel, except such 
as have been inspected according to said laws.

So help me God.
Sec. 7. Be it further enacted, That all penalties 

provided in this Act, may be recovered by any per
son in his own name, who shall choose to prosecute 
therefor, together with costs, by an action of dfebt, 
or case, in any court proper to try the same, and all 
penalties so recovered, shall be recovered to the use 
of the prosecutor ; and it is hereby made the special 
duty of Inspectors-General to prosecute their Depu
ties for the recovery of all penalties for which there
shall be reason to believe they shall have become liable.

Sec. 8. Be it further enacted, That the law of 
1785, chapter 25, providing for the inspection of To
bacco, be so far repealed as to leave it optional with 
the owner or consignee of Tobacco, in all cases, to 
decide for themselves, whether the same shall or shall 
not be inspected.—That the several laws of this Com-
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monWealth providing for the inspection of Butter ; 
and all other laws and parts of laws inconsistent with 
the provisions of this Act, be, and the same hereby 
are repealed. ,
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