
, C om m onw ealth  o i M a ssa c lm selts .

To the Honourable the Legislature of the Common
wealth'of Massachusetts; the M emorial of the 
Subscribers, Inhabitants of the T own of S tock- 
bridge, and County o f Berkshire,—Respectfully 
sheweth :

Y our Memorialists, being deeply impressed 
with the importance of Education, to the greats body 
of the people, are of opinion, that the time has ar
rived in this Commonwealth, when a more extended 
system o f popular instruction should be adopted, and 
receive the patronage of the state. They consider 
a period of peace, of great prosperity, a period when 
the minds of men have ceased to be agitated by 
those passions which so lately convulsed the world, 
as the favorable moment,“ for calling the attention of 
their fellow citizens, to a serious consideration of 
the permanent interest of Society. It is in such a 
season only, when the citizen is free from the ex
citements which pervade communities, and the state 
is exempt from the dangers and burthens of war, 
that men are at liberty to consult, or governments to 
provide, for those objects which belong not only to 
one but to many generations. All wise states there
fore have for these designs, availed themselves of 
such periods, when men have both the leisure and
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the temper to consider, not only the immediate 
wants of society, but their connection with the great 
family of mankind, and future ages. The subject 
now presented is viewed by your memorialists, as 
one of deep and present concern which demands the 
prompt attention of our fellow citizens generally and 
of the public guardians. We may take pride in the 
fact, that this state has never been behind her sister 
communities, in efforts for the wise instruction of 
her people, and if more has been done by some 
others, in the way of munificent public patronage of 
common schools, it may be attributed to the circum
stance that more has here been accomplished, by 
the voluntary contributions of the community.

The subject to which your memorialists, would 
draw the attention of the Legislature, is the crea
tion and endowment, by the state, of one or more 
institutions, calculated to afford at once, ample and 
(economical instruction, to that portion of the com
munity not destined to Professional life.

The Legislature cannot be ignorant, that much 
has been done from an early, down to a very late 
period, for the purely literary institutions of the 
state; which however will afford no subject of re
gret, either for what has been done, or for what it 
may from time to time be expedient hereafter to do, 
for these institutions, in the progress of an enlight
ened and prosperous community to wealth and 
elevation of character; in case the actual wants of 
all classes, as Society advances, be consulted and 
provided for. To this country belongs the honor 
of creating a new order; a rank of men, who though 
destined to labour with their hands, are pursuing 
through science, the great objects of practical
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knowledge, with the same intense desire, which in 
other countries, has marked those educated classes, 
whose object has been power and distinction ; and 
it has now become the duty of the public guardians, 
to provide for the necessities and desires of this 
class, to which your memorialists principally be
long. The condition of the manual labourer among 
us, has ceased to be a state of degradation ; and if 
we are wise, the honor will be reserved for Massa
chusetts, of taking the lead in elevating her farmers, 
mechanics, and artizans to that rank of intelligence 
to which their relative property, and present im
portance, entitle them.

In a community like ours, where there are no 
artificial hindrances to success ; we see on every 
sjde, as a general truth, that where there is know
ledge there is prosperity : and we would introduce 
such free and equal advantages, as shall call out 
every where, the enterprise and talent of our youth.

The existing literary institutions of the state, fur
nish no instruction generally, but to those, wh.o are 
intended for the learned professions ; to those who 
must devote upon an average, not less, (if the time 
of preparation for entrance into our colleges be con
sidered) than four or five years to the learned lan
guages. This raises a complete barrier against the 
great mass of the population, to any further educa
tion, than that, which can be gained in the common 
schools of the country, or in those academies, which 
supported by private means alone, and which des
titute alike of funds and public patronage, cannot 
and do not provide the needed instruction. While 
your memorialists are conscious of being free from 
any feeling of hostility to learning and learned pro-
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fessions, which they deem essential to every great 
and refined Society, they hope to be suspected of 
none ; but at. the same time, they wish it to be dis
tinctly understood, that they are not indifferent, to 
the interests of their own class, and not ignorant of 
the indissoluble connection which exists, between 
the profits of industry, and much knowledge in the 
arts of life, and practical sciences ; and that a great 
and happy state, can only be made, by idling it with 
well educated people, in the laborious orders of 
society.

What thirty years since, was considered a good 
education for the common people, has ceased to be 
so regarded, and what in the same way, may gener
ally be deemed adequate at present, will in a degree, 
be superseded by the general progress of knowledge ’: 
while therefore, it is the business of the Legislature 
to provide for the existing state of things, they 
ought also to look to the future. In a prospective 
view, it cannot, and should not be disguised, that in 
relative importance, the laborious classes are rapidly, 
advancing ; and that there should be a correspond
ing provision made by the state, for the instruction 
of their children. Your memorialists cannot doubt 
that the great mass of our people, are so deeply im
pressed, with the value and necessity of education, 
and see so distinctly, how it contributes to their in
dividual respectability and prosperity, that they will 
not hesitate to make expenditures, which necessari
ly result, in the increase of public, and private wealth. 
Expenditures of that kind, which our ancestors fore
saw, in the various admirable institutions which they 
set on foot, for the instruction of their youth, would 
prove a rich harvest of capital to'their successors.



The elevated and respected character of our people 
generally, the rank; of our learned institutions, the 
munificient provision now made in our capital, for 

free schools, far exceeding in annual expense that of 
many whole states, and not a great deal less than that 
of the largest, all testify ; that those who have gone 
before us, had an enlightened view, of the value of 
their efforts to posterity. Your memorialists forbear 
to make any further general observations as to the 
importance of the object, but proceed to direct the 
attention of the public to the adoption of some plan, 
which shall be sufficient to furnish ample and eco
nomical instruction to that class of persons, who are 
either not desirous, or Unable to give their children, 
what is called a liberal education. Your memorial
ists, without at all intending to designate every branch 
of instruction to be adopted in any institution to be 
established, which of course must be left as a subject 
for future deliberation, propose generally, such a 
course, as shall be deemed most useful to the class 
for whom it is intended, and by way of illustration, 
they mention such as Modern Languages, Grammar, 
History generally, Geography, Mathematics, Natural 
Philosophy, Moral Philosophy, Political Economy, 
Science as connected with the Mechanic Arts, Chem
istry as connected with Agriculture and the Arts, and 
Military Instruction intended directly for the im
provement of the Militia. This enumeration is not 
intended to be complete, and only serves to explain 
the general design. If  Massachusetts should adopt 
such a plan, corresponding with her abilities, her en
lightened character, and what has already been done 
in her capital, she cannot fail to set an example which 
will be extensively followed by her sister States.
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Whether there shall be one or more institutions* 

the extent of the endowment for them, and various 
other questions, naturally arise ; as to which, and the 
many particulars that may be brought into discus
sion, your memorialists forbear to enter into details 
as these deserve the greatest deliberation, and can be 
only determined upon, with the aid of the concentra
ted wisdom of the State. As to the propriety and 
expediency however, at this time of calling the at
tention of the Legislature to the object specified ; 
your memorialists cannot but have a firm conviction, 
that it ought to be regarded with favour, and promptly 
receive, that consideration which in their estimation* 
it deserves. If the Legislature deem it proper to 
take the subject into consideration, the location of the 
institution or of each of them, if the creation of more 
than one should be thought expedient, will be impor
tant to the state. In regard to this, your memorial
ists have the same right with others, to advance the 
claims which their local situation may entitle them 
to, and which at a proper time they would desire to 
show. All which is respectfully submitted.

Stockbridge, Dec. 29, 1824.
Jared Curtis,
Sam’l. Jones,
Josiah Jones,
Theodore S. Pomeroy,Geo. Whitney,
Sewall Sergeant,
Charles Webster,Alfred Perry,
Royal Fowler,Edw'd. Burrall,
Benoni C. Wells,
Wm. Whitney%

Stephen Willard, Richard P. Morgan, 
Frederick Perry, 
William Williams, 
Bela Turner,
Noah R. Bradley, Loring Barnum, Asahel Dewey,
Abner Crosby, 
Alanson Bennett, James Dresser, 
Zebulon Kirby,
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Isaac Curtis, Jr- David Curtis, Samuel Bacon, Ocran Curtis, John Parsons, Luke A. Morgan,

Joah Plumb,Daniel Churchell, Albert Brown, Herman Whittlesey, Horatio Byington, Roswell Palmer.
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