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C ommom\eaVl\\ of MassaoVoisotts.

In the Year of our Lord one thousand eight 
hundred and twenty-five.

TH E Committee of both Houses appointed to 
consider the expediency of disposing of the re
versionary interest which the Commonwealth has 
in Charles River Bridge, and appropriating "the 
same to a School fund, and the various other sub
jects relating to Schools, have had the same under 
consideration, and report in part—That for the 
purpose of securing the interest which the Com
monwealth has in Charles River Bridge, accommo
dating the public travel, and doing justice to the 
proprietors, they report a bill, which is respect
fully submitted,

A. TUFTS, per order.



®o»fiKottiueaitft of JMassacfiusetts.

In the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred | 
and twenty-five.

A N  A CT,
Relating to Charles River Bridge.

S ec. 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House' 
of Representatives in General Court assembled and 
by the authority of the same ; That there be andl 
is hereby granted to the Proprietors of Charles! 
River Bridge, the right to continue as a Corpora
tion, to maintain and rebuild their Bridge, and to 
take tolls for passing the same, as now established 
by law, subject to the reductions hereinafter men
tioned, for and during the term heretofore granted 
to the Proprietors of the Canal Bridge, upon the 
following terms and conditions, viz.

First, That as part consideration for said gran 
the Commbnwealth be and shall become, from and 
after the first day of April next, the Owner and 
Proprietor of one quarter part of the property in 
said Bridge, and, in that proportion, shall be en 
titled to all the profits, and subject to all the duties 
and obligations of the said Corporation.
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¡Second, That from and after the first day of 

April next, as a further consideration for the above 
grant, such of the tolls for passing said Bridge, as 
are enumerated below, shall henceforward be re
duced, and shall hereafter be as follows, viz. for a 
single horse, cart, wagon, sled, or sleigh'five cents ; 
single-horse and chaise, chair or sulkey nine cents; 
coaches, chariots, pheatons, and eurricles fifteen 
cents each ; all other wheel carriages or sleds 
drawn by more than one beast six cents each; 
each sleigh drawn by more than one beast six 
cents, and all other tolls shall remain as they ex
isted before the passing of this a c t; and the Com
monwealth may at any time after the first day of 
April next, order and direct, at the expense of 
said Corporation, that such alterations shall be 
made, in widening said Bridge, or in making more 
or other draws, or connecting with said Bridge one 
or more Spurr Bridges, as the Legislature may 
from time to time deem the public exigencies to 
require.

Third, So long as the Commonwealth shall 
continue owner as aforesaid, it may have two di
rectors at the board of directors, one of whom shall 
be the Treasurer of the Commonwealth for the 
time being, and the other, such person as the gov
ernor and council may from time to time appoint; 
and the number of directors, including those., of the 
State, shall not exceed twelve.

Fourth, If the Legislature shall hereafter, before 
the expiration of the above granted term, direct to 
be built, or shall pass any act or resolve purport
ing to license any persons or corporation to build
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a bridge over Charles River, between Said Charles 
River Bridge and said Canal Bridge, then the 
Commonwealth shall cease to be an owner in said 
Charles River Bridge, and its aforesaid one quar
ter part shall vest in the other, then Proprietors of 

\ said Bridge, and the tolls and all other lawful 
rights of said Corporation, as heretofore existing, 
shalLbe, and are, hereby re store d; the grant, how
ever, of the additional term herein above made, is 
not thereby to be annulled or revoked.

Fifth, If the President and Directors, or the 
Proprietors of Charles River Bridge, shall accept 
and agree to these terms and conditions, and lodge 
with the said Treasurer due notice of such ac
ceptance and agreement, on or before the first day 
of April next, then this act,' and the terms and con
ditions herein expressed, shall be binding upon the 
Commonwealth, and upon said Corporation.

Sec. 2. Be it further enacted, That all the proceeds 
from the ownership as aforesaid of the Common
wealth in said Bridge, ¡flail be forever a fund for 
the support of primary or fDwn schools, to be here
after regulated and distributed by law, for the ben
efit of the several towns within the state.
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