
Commonwealth of M assachusetts.

HOUSE OF REPRESEN TA TIV ES, 
JUNE 3,1826.

Ordered, That Messrs. Sprague, S.
Kellogg, W. S.
Cross, N.

be a committee to consider the expediency of hav
ing an index prepared to those volumes of the 
Journals of this House which are not already in
dexed, and of having a general index to all the 
volumes of the Journal, and a uniform system of 
paging the same.

Attest,
P. W. WARREN, Clerk



Commonwealth of Massachusetts.
H ouse of R epresentatives, J une 3, 1826.

The Committee appointed to consider the ex
pediency of having an Index prepared to those 
volumes of the Journals of this House, which are 
not already Indexed, and of having a general In
dex to all the volumes of the Journal, and a uniform 
system of paging the same. Report

That since the adoption of the present constitu
tion, forty six political years have elapsed, during 
which the Legislature of the state have holden one 
hundred and thirteen sessions previous to the pres
ent session. That from October 1780, when the 
first Legislature under the constitution met, until 
the political year commencing May 1813, (both in-, 
elusive) a period of thirty four political years, the 
journals are regularly bound and numbered from 
1 to 34 inclusive. The journals of all the Sessions 
in the same political year being bound in one vol
ume, with the exception of the two sessions, May 
1809, and January 1810, which should have formed 
the thirtieth volume of their series, but which re
main in separate volumes. This circumstance the
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Committee understand arose from one of the vol
umes, which they find, having been missing for sev
eral years. The journals for the last twelve years 
are in twenty-six volumes. Two or three of the 
volumes containing two sessions, and the remain
der only one session each.

The Committee recommend that the two vol
umes of the political year 1809, be bound together, 
in the same manner as the previous volumes, and 
be numbered thirty, and that the journals for the 
last twelve years be also bound in distinct volumes, 
similar to those of former years and be numbered 
from 35 to 46, both inclusive.

The Committee find that the twenty six first 
volumes have each one general index to all the 
sessions contained therein. And that the refer
ences are to dates and not pages, with the excep
tion of the fifth volume. In this volume the ref
erences are to pages. Of this volume 650 copies 
were printed and the only copy they find is one of 
the printed copies. Six hundred copies also of the 
28th volume were printed.

With respect to these vokimes the Committee re
commend a revision of the indexes, that each vol
ume be paged, and that the references be made to 
the pages.

Volumes 27, 28, 29, 30, 31 and 32, contain, na 
general index. But each has two indexes. They 
being each, an index to a single session except in 
the 29th volume there are three sessions. That 
from the 32d volume, or the year commencing
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May 1811, there is no index whatever except of 
the last session. That several *of the indexes are 
not bound with the Volumes, but are in small sepa
rate books with merely paper covers.

The Committee would therefore recommend 
that a general index should be made to each volume, 
from the 27th to the 46th, both inclusive, and that 
the references in the indexes should be to pages 
and not dates.

The .Committee would also recommend that one 
general index be prepared for the whole forty six 
Volumes.

It appears by notes annexed to the journals, 
when all the sessions commenced and terminated, 
when the Legislature Was convened by proclama
tion, and when prorogued, with a single exception 
in the third volume. In that volume it appears 
that the Legislature finished the third session of 
the political year 1782, in March, and adjourned to 
meet on the i6th April. The journal leaves it in 
doubt whether they held a session at that time or 
not, and gives room for belief that the journals of a 
session may have been lost.

But on examining the executive- journal, the 
Committee find that early in April, the Governor 
issued his Proclamation proroguing the Legisla
ture, and that no session was holden in that month. 
They would, therefore, recommend that the Gov
ernor’s Proclamation should be inserted in the 
journal after the end of the session, which termi
nated in March 1783.



The Committee would further recommend that 
the arranging, indexing, and binding the journals, 
be done under the direction of a committee of this 
House.

Here the Committee consider their commission 
to terminate, but they would respectfully suggest 
to the House the propriety of having the journals 
copied, to guard against accidents which have al
ready happened, and to which they will be con
stantly exposed while open to the use of the House, 
and to place (if they should be copied) one copy 
where it will not be so exposed to destruction by 
fire as they now are.

They would also suggest the propriety of print
ing the general index.AIL which is respectfully submitted.

JOS. E. SPr XCÌUE, Per order.

House o f Representatives, June 3, 1826.—-Order» 
ed to lie on the table.

Attest, P. W. WARREN, Clerk.
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2. Mr. Sprague, of Salem, submitted the follow

ing order.
Commonwealth o f Massachusetts.

House of Representatives, June 3,1896.
Ordered, That the Committee of this House 

appointed to superintend the indexing and binding 
of the journals, be authorized to procure

copies of the general index thereto 
to be printed.

|  3. Mr. Sprague, of Salem, also submitted the fol
lowing order!

Commonwealth o f Massachusetts.
House of Representatives, June 3,1826.

Ordered, That the journals of . this House be' 
copied under the direction of the Committee ap
pointed to have the same bound and indexed, and 
that the originals be placed under lock, open to no 
one without the order of the House,. and be placed 
in such situation as will secure them from destruc
tion bv fire.
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