
H. R.—No. 1

CommouwealtTa. o l  M a s s a c h u s e tts .
In the year of our Lord, one thousand eight hun

dred and twenty-seven.

To confirm an Act o f  the General Assembly o f the 
State o f Vermont, entitled “ An Act to provide 

fo r  improving the navigation in the valley o f Con
necticut River.”

W HEREAS the General Assembly of the State 
of Vermont have heretofore, at the October ses
sion of the said General Assembly, in the year of 
our Lord one thousand eight hundred and twenty 
five, passed an act, entitled “ an act to provide for 
improving the navigation in the valley of Connec
ticut river,” in the substance or words follow
ing
An Act, to provide for improving the navigation in the valley of

Whereas the navigation of Connecticut river above Hartford, 
in Connecticut,, is greatly impeded and interrupted, by rapids, 
shoals and other obstacles ; and an improved, and more constant 
navigation in the valley of said river will promote agriculture, 
commerce and manufactures, and • be of public utility. To in
duce and encourage the undertaking and execution of the works, 
necessary to such improvement.

1 Sec- 1. It is hereby enacted, by the General Assembly of the
2 State o f Vermont, That as soon as the Legislatures of the
3 States of Massabhusetts,Connecticut and NewHampshire shall
,4 assent to and confirm the provisions of this act, there shall

Connecticut river.



5 be appointed by the executives of the-several states afore-
6 said, three commissioners on the, part of each state • any
7 one of whom shall be competent to act for his respective
8 government, in all cases, except *hdre the power or au-
9 thonty to do, approve or assent to any act, is expressly

10 given and confined to the commissioners of that state in
11 which the same is to operate, or tik e  effect, or a majority 

of them ; and each of said commissioners shall be duly sworn
13 or affirmed tothe true and faithful performance e f their
4 duties under this act, and shall 'receive a reasonable com-

15 pensation for their services and expenses therein, from the
16 company hereinafter incorporated, and if  any commissioner
17 appointed under this act shall be, or become a stockholder or
18 m any manner interested in said company; his officeof com: •
19 missioners shall thereupon cease and be vacated. And
20 said commissioners shall cause books to be opened at such
21 times and places as they think fit in their respective States,
22 under, fhe management of such persons as they shall appoint
23 for receiving subscriptions to the stock of the company, here-
24 inafter incorporated which subscription may be made either
25 in person, or by power of attorney, and notice shall be •
26 given by any one or more of said commissioners of the time
27 and place of opening the books, and one dollar shall be re-
28 quired, and paid on each share subscribed, at the time of
29 subscribing.
1 , Sec. 2. It is hereby further enacted, That said commissioners
2 shall cause the books to be kept open, at least ten days and
3 within twenty days after the expiration thereof, shall call a
4 général meeting of the subscribers, at such place as they shall
5 dissignate, of which meeting notice shall be given by said
6 commissioners or a majority of them, in a newspaper printed
7 in Hartford in the State of Connecticut, Northampton in the
8 state of Massachusetts, Windsor in the State of Vermont, 
». and Haverhill in the State of New Hampshire; at least twenty -

IQ days previous to said meeting; and said meeting maybe
11 continued from day to day until the business is finished ;
12 and the commissioners shall, at the time and piace, disigt
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3 3 uated, lay before such of the subscribers as shall meet ac> 
3 4 cording to saitj notice, the book or books containing.the state
15 of said subscrption ; and if a capital stock of one million ofdol-
16 lars shall appear not to5have been subscribed-, the said eom-
17 missioners may, at said meeting, take-and, receive further
18 subscriptions, to make up said deficiency, And in case more
19 than a million, five.hun(jre<j. thousand dollars shall be sub,
20 scribed, then the sum'subscribed shall be reduced to that
21 amount by said commissioners, in such manner and proportion
22 ; as seem to them reasonable and best. 1 And the capital stock
23 of the company hereby incorporated, shall consist ofone
24 million five hupdred thousand dollars,, divided into fifteen
25 thousand shares of one hundred dollars each, with such ad-
26 ditional shares, as may, hereafter be . creatOTj pursuant to
27 the provisions of this act. .

1, Sec. 3. It is hereby Jurtlier enacted, That whenever five
2. hundred thousand dollars- shall have been subscribed in 
3 manner aforesaid, then the subscribers To Said stock, their
4. associates successors, legal representatives and assigns, shall
5. be, and they are hereby declared to |  be incorporated, and
6 made a person in law, by. the name ofthe Connecticut River
7 Company, and by that name may ;sue and be sued, make
8 contracts, purchase, may take and hold lands, and, iiv com-
9 mon with others, may procure, own and use steam boats, and

10 other boats for aiding commerce on said river, may have
11 perpetual succession and a common seal and, may, enjoy and
32 exercise all rights and powers, incident to corporations, and
33 necessary to effect the objects of this -act. And when it 
14'shall appear that five hundred thousand dollars have been 
35 subscribed as aforesaid, the said subscribers present at the said
16 meeting, or duly represented, are hereby empowered, and
17 required to elect not less than five nor more than thirteen,
18 directors; among whom shall be one inhabitant of each of
19 said states, to conduct and manage all the said company’s
20 concerns- and business and regulate the passage of boats,
21 and other floats, until the next annual meeting, and until
22 others be duly elected in their places ; and at every
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SS annual meeting the said company shall elect directors as
24 aforesaid, ànd such other officers and agents, as they shall
25 deem expedient, who shall hold their offices for one year,
26 and until others shall be chosen to fill their places ; and in 
2 r Case any vacancy in any office of said company shall happen,
28 by death or resignation, Of any officer or otherwise, the direc-
29 tort for the time being or a majority of them, may fill such 
SO vacancy by appointment, to remain good, until the next
31 general meeting oi the stockholders; who may then supply
32 al| vacancies by1 their own choice. Each stockholder shall
33 be entitled to one vote for every share held by him or her, *
34 and any proprietor, by writing under his or her hand, may
35 depute any other person to vote and act as proxy for him or 
38 tier, at any general meeting. And the directors, at their 
37 first meeting, shall elect one of ther number to be President.

1 Sec, 4. It is hereby further enacted, That such number of
2 directors shall constitute a board for the transaction of busi-
3 ness as the stockholders shall, from time to time, determine,
4 ' who may act by a majority, and have power and authority
5 to appoint and at their pleasure dismiss an engineer or en
ti gineers, and agent, or agents, as they may deem expedient,
7 ànd fix their compensation, and have authority to cut ca-
8 nals, erect dams, construct towing paths, aqueducts, culverts,
9 waste wires, basins for boats, with side cuts or canals there

to  to, locks and pièrs, deepen channels, and execute such other
11 works as shajl be judged necessary and expedient for im -'
12 proving and making good the navigation from Hartford,
13 in said state of Connecticut, towards the foot of the fif-
14 teen mile falls, in Barnet, in the state of Vermont. Provi-
15 ded, that such dams, canals, towing paths, aqueducts, cul-
16 verts waste wires, basins, sidecuts and canals thereto,
Ì7 locks, piers, deepening of channels, and other works, shall he
18 made constructed, and done with the consent and approbation
19 in writing, of a majority of the commissioners ofthe state, in
20 which the same shall be respectively located : And provided
21 always, that the treasurer shall give bond, in such penalty
22 and with such security as the directors shall, describe for
23 the true and faithful discharg of the trust reposed in him-.



1 Sec. 5. It'is hereby further enacted, That the directors
2 may make and order payment of such assessments upon the
3 shares of the proprietors, as shall he necessary for carrying
4 into effect the objects of this act : Provided, that no instal-
5 ment shall become payable until at least sixty days public 
6’ notice thereof shall have been given in one newspaper
7 printed in each of said states  ̂ and such other public prints
8 as the directors or the stockholders ift general meeting
9 shall uirec-t And in casé any stockholder shall neg-

10 lect to make payment of any assessment for more than
11 thirty days after the same shall have become payable as
12 aforesaid, the said board may cause to be sold at public
13 auction so many of said delinquent proprietor’s shares
14 in thè slock of said ■ company as shall be necessary to 
lb raise the amount of Such assessment, after having given
16 >such notice Of the time and place of sale, as the by-laws
17 of the company shall direct. And the balance remaining
18 after the payment of such assessment, shall be paid to such
19 delinquent proprietor on demand, or; his representatives,
20 and the purchaser shall thereby become a stockholder, and
21 be subject to the same rules and regulations, and entitled to
22 the same rights, privileges and emoluments, as original sub-
23 Scribers.

1 Sec. 6. It is hereby further enacted, That a general meet-
2 ing of the stockholders shall be holden at Hartford, in the
3 state of Coònnecticut, or such other convenient place as the
4 stockholders shall direct, on the first Wednesday of Jan-
5 uary in every year, to which meeting the directors shall
6 make report of their doings, and render distinct accounts of
7 all their proceedings, and at such yearly general meetings, 
6 and such other times as the stockholders in general meet- 
9 ing shall direct, after reserving such sums as the stockhold-

10 ers, assembled in general meeting, or a majority of them
11 shall judge neèessary, for repairs and expenses, a dividend
12 Of the nett profits arising from the tolls shall be ordered,
13 and made by the board tp, and among the stockholders
14 of said company, in proportion to their respective shares.

1 Sec. 7- It is hereby further enacted, That if  either of said
2 commissioners, hereby required to be appointed, shall die,
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5 resign, or refuse to aci, the place of such commissioner shall 
4 be filled by the same authority, by which the original ap- 

__ 5 pointment was made.
1 Sec. 8. It ikjiereby further enacted, That it shall be Iaw-
2 ful for the company hereby incorporated to accept donations
3 of land or ,other things do aid'and. promote the objects of this
4 act, to agree with the owners of land or other property
5 needful for the purposes of dhisyac.t, for the purchase, or
6 the use, or occupation thereof; and in case no such agree-
7 ment be made,, the said company may enter info, hold, use
8 and possess, so much of the waters andbanks,of said river
9 and the lands.'adjacent thereto," as shall be necessary for ef-

30 fecting, in the best manner the objects, of this,act, and may
31 dig, cleanse: and remove obstructions, from the banks, chan-
12 ne Is, bars and, rapids of said river, may ¡construct dams, ca-
13 nais, locks, towing .paths; and railways, when? ,i,t shall be 
34 deemed expedient, and other works beneficial-to the nayiga-
15 tion, being first permitted.and approved as aforesaid- And
16 in case any land, waters or other property of,apy person or
17 persons shall .be taken, used, occupied or injured, for, or by
18 ,the works of said company and the parties do not agree for
19 the purchase, use or occupation thereof, by said company,
20 the commissioners of the state, in which the same is situat-
21 ed, or a majority of them, taking into view the benefit as
22 well as the injury to such person or persons, shall, at the
23 request of either party, assess, and liquidate the damages,
24 if any, over and above the benefits and advantages to such
25 person or persons [and the property so appraised, upon
26 payment or tender of the damages, finally assessed and liqui- ^
27 dated, shall become and remain the property of said corpo-
28 ration forever:] Provided, that whenever application is
29 made to said commissioners to assess and liquidate damages
30 as aforesaid, they shall cause reasonable notice thereof to be i
31 given to the parties interested, and of thé time and place, ̂
32. when and where they may be heard, relating to their inter-
33 est in the property to be appraised ; or in case any party
34 interested be a feme covert, infant, or non compos menfis, to 

the husband, or guardian of the same, or to the known â
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36 gént'or attorney of any person' absent; and said commis-
37 siônèrs'shall cause regular entries to be* made of all their
38 apprisals and dete'rnSinallon's unÜér this act. And it shall be
39 the duty of said commissione'rs; within thirty days after such
40 assessment is madej'to give notice thereof to said corpora.
41 tion and to the adverse party, his or her agent or attorney,
42 husband or guardian,'as the case may be, and in case of the
43 absence of the adverse party having no known agent or at-
44 tornéÿ,'or of thé infant Or non compos mentis having no
45 guardian, such notice shall be given of the 'said assessment
46 as shall seem to the commissioners aforesaid reasonable.
’f  Sec. 9. It is hereby further enacted, That whenever said 
2' Connecticut River Company, or any person interested, shall
3 feel aggrieved by any assessment of damages made by said
4 commissioners, the party so aggrieved may, at any time
5 within thirty days after notice of such assessment shall have
6 been given as aforesaid, appeal to the highest-court ofjudi-
7 cature, authorized to empannel and try causes by a jury 

-8 next to be holden for the county in which such property on
9 account of which, damages shall have been assessed as afore-

10 said, is situated, who shall finally decide1 thereon' ahd tax
11 cost in favor of either, or neither party,' as * shall seem just
12 to said court. And such appeal shall betaken, by - the
13 party appealing causing a written notification thereof, sign-
14 éd by, or in behalf of such party with one of said com- 
15" inissioners of the said Statë,‘ in Whfoh . th e J property taken;
16 used or damnified by said company, is situate; who shall cause
17 the same to be forthwith lodged“with the clerk of the 

-18 court to which the appeal is taken, and by causing a copy
19 of Such notification of appeal to be left with the adverse party,
20 .his or her known agent, or attorney, husband, or guardian,
21 as the case may be, When the appeal is taken by said cor- 
22 ' potation, or with a director or clerk of skid company,- where
23 the' appeal is taken by a party.claiming damages'from said
24 corporation : Provided, that either party shall, on Said ap-
25 peal be entitled to a trial by jury, and also, that said corpo- 

• 26 ration, before entering into and taking possession of any
27 such property, shall pay or fender to the person entitled,
28 or their agent, attorney or guardian, the damages assessed.



1 Sec. 10. It is hereby further enacted, That the right, title and
2 property of said, corporation, and of each individual thereof,
3 in said locks, canals and other works, and their appurtenan-
4 ces be, and the same is hereby declared to be personal estate,
5 to all intents and purposes, and all transfers of the stock of
6 said company shall be made, and evidenced in such manner
7 and form as shall be. provided by the by-laws: Provided, that
8 n,p transfer shall be made, except of one or more whole
9 shares, and not for any part of such share or shares, and

10 that no share or shares shall at any time he sold, conveyed
11 or held in trust, whereby said company, or any of its officers
12 or agents shall be challenged, or made to answer concerning
13 ¡any such trust, but that every person appearing, as afore-
14 said, to bp a stockholder, shall, as to the others of said com-
15 pany, be taken absolutely as such.

1 Sec. 11. It is hereby further enacted|  That if the capital stock
2 allowed by this act,, shall prove insufficient, it shall and may
3 be lawful for said company from time to time, to increase
4 their capital stock by the addition of so many shares of one
5 hundred dollars each as. a majority of the stockholders pres-
6 ent in general meeting shall judge necessary. And, the
7 board of directors shall cause notice to be given and books
8 to be opened for receiving such further subscriptions as the
9 stockholders shall direct as aforesaid; and if more shares 

40 than are called for shall be subscribed, the number shall be 
11 reduced by the commissioners in manner before provided, 
32 they giving preference, in the distribution,to existing stocfc- 
13 holders, over persons , who are not proprietors.
1 Sec. 12. It is hereby further enacted, That said corporation 
.2 shall cause accurate accounts to be kept, of all their ex-
3 penses and disbursements under this act, which shall be
4 liquidated, and adjusted by said commissioners, at the expi-
5 ration of the time hereinafter limited for completing the
6 improvements of said navigation, or sooner, if the several
7 locks, canals, and other works shall be sooner completed ;
8 and said commissioners shall state the amount thereof, and
9 cause the sime, or a copy thereof to be returned to the 

10 secretary of ¿ach of said states where it shall be lodgfed. And
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¿1 the books and accounts of said company shall at all times be 
12 open to th e , inspection of any commissioners of either of 

-13 said States.
1 i .Sec., 13. It is hereby further enacted, That said company
2 may from time to time make by-laws for the regulation of 
3 1 their affairs and the duties of their officers, and for the pre- 
4 servation and management of their locks, canals and other
6 . works, not contrary to this act, nor to the laws of either of 
G said states, in which the same are to operate, and may annex
7 and collect in any court proper to try the same, penalties not
8 exceeding ten dollars, for the "violation of any provision of
9 such by-laws.
1- Sec. 14. And whereas divers corporations have been cre-
2 ated under laws passed hy this, and the other states afore-
3 §aid, vested with powers to improve the navigation of Con-
4 necticut river, in certain parts thereof, and only to a limited 
5, extent, and the continuance of separate, independent and
6 limited corporations may greatly impede and embarrass the
7 beneficial use ol the waters of said river for transportation
8 thereon, and the public good requires that the navigation of
9 said river within the whole of the limits within-this actmen-

10 tioned, and the regulations. respecting the same;should be
11 subject to'one uniform system, and under the management 
.12 of one body.

1 | Therefore, it is hereby further enacted, That whenever the
2 proprietors of more than one half in value of the whole stock
3 .of anj’ of the companies heretofore incorporated shall have
4 agreed with the company hereby created upon the price
5 and terms on which they will sell to the same company 
£ their stock or shares to the amount aforesaid, it shall and
7 may be lawful for said company heretofore incorporated by
8 their corporate act to signify their assent to the’provisions
9 of t-his act, and to transfer and make over to the company

10 hereby created, its charter, and ali the rights, powers, pri-
11 yileges. and property, granted to, or by such company here-
12 tofore incorporated, at the time of such transfer, owned,
13 possessed and enjoyed. . And thereupon, after paying to the
14 acceptance of the several proprietors of the major part in
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15 value of the whole stock as aforesaid, the price of the stock
16 so agreed to be sold, and to the proprietors thereof thè price
17 of any other and further stock, in said company, for the pur-
18 chase of which an agreement shall have been made by the
19 proprietors, and the corporation hereby created, it shall,
20 ànd may be lawful for'said corporation to accept such trans
i t  fer, and the surrender of said rights, powers, privileges and
22 property, a copy of which transfer and acceptance shall be
23 lodged in the office of the secretary Of the state,by which such
24 company was incorporated, and the rights, powers, and privi-
25 leges of the same company, with all things thereto àppertain-
26 ing, shall, thereupon be vested in,' and holden, and may be
27 possessed, enjoyed, and exercised by said company hereby
28 created in as ample manner as the same are, or at the time
29 of such transfer and acceptance, may, or shall be enjoyed
30 by such company, making such transfer. And the said Con-
31 hecticut River Company, from and after such acceptance,
32 shall be holden and liable to perform and discharge all the
33 obligations, contracts aud duties, on such transfering com-
34 pany incumbent, so far as the same duties or obligations are
35 not varied or altered by this act, or pursuant to the provis-
36 ions thereof, and the rights, powers and privileges of such
37 company so making such transfer, after such acceptance and
38 payment as aforesaid, shall cease and be determined. And
39 the said company hereby created, shall thereupon have a
40 right to use, improve, alter,, add to or make a substitute for,
41 the works of such company so transfering, in such manner
42 as shall best promote the objects of this act, first obtaining
43 the assent and approbation of the commissioners of the state
44 in which such works are situate, or a major part of them to-
45 such alterations, additions, substitutibn or improvement.—
46 And whereas it may happen, by reason of the proprietor o r
47 proprietors of any share or shares, in ¿my company, the
48 major part of the stock whereof, it has been agreed should
49 be sold, to the said Connecticut River Company, being ab-
50 sent out of the'United States, or being a minor, or of such
51 shares being holden in trust, there is no person capable of
52 selling such shares, or from some other cause, that the com-
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¿3 pany hereby created may not be able to purchase the re-
54 mainder of such stock or shares, or part thereof, and the
55 public good requires that the improvement of the navigation
56 of said river should not thereby be impeded, and the exer-
57 tions of said company, therefore be defeated, and that the
58 owner of such shares or stock, should receive an adequate
59 and reasonable compensation therefor, the said Connecticut
60 River Company, or their agent or agents, or the party. h°ld-
61 ing such shares or stock, may have an appraisement and val-
62 uation of such shares or stock, which they shall not be able to
63 purchase, holden in any such company, the major part of the
64 stock or shares of which they.shall have agreed to purchase as
65 aforesaid, in the manner herein prescribed for appraising
66 and assessing damages, where land and other property; is
67 taken for the purpose of canals or other works. And such
68 proceedings shall in all respects be had, as in such,case pre-
69 scribed. And any person aggrieved at such appraisement,
70 may appeal therefrom and have the valuation assessed by a
71 jury, as isherein provided in regard to such damages; and
72 a certificate of the appraisement of the commissioners, or of
73 a jury, in case one shall have passed thereon, shall be lodged
74 with the person who shall be clerk of such company at the
75 time of transfering their charter as aforesaid, and upon pay-
76 ment or tender to the owner thereof, or his lawful agent or
77 attorney, of the sum at which such shares shall have, been
78 appraised, together with the interest thereof,; at six per
79 cent, per annum within six months from such appraisement,
80 such share of stock shall be vested in said Connecticut River
81 Company And in case there be no person within the United
82 Stales authorized to receive payment of the sum at which
83 such shares or stock shall have been appraised, the treasurer
84 of the company hereby created shall hold the same for the
85 benefit of the person legally entitled thereto, or his lawful
86 representatives, and said company shall be holden to pay
87 the amount on demand to any, person, authorised to receive
88 the same with interest thereon at six per cent, per annum,
89 for the first six months after such appraisement, and at five
90 per cent, per annum thereafter until payment or tender of
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91 the amount due shall be lawfully made : and at the end of
92 six months from the time of such appraisement, such stock
93 or share shall be vested in the company hereby created.—
94 And it is hereby declared, that nothing in this act contained 
9b shall be construed or taken to alter, add to, take from, or 
96' impair the rights, vested in any person or persons, corpora-'
97 tion or corporations, or any grant or charter, given by
98 either of the states aforesaid, except so far as they are, or
99 may be altered by, or pursuant to, the express provisions of 
10Q this act.

1 Sec. 15. It is hereby further enacted, That as soon as said
2  company shall have constructed suitable and convenient locks
3 and canals, so as to permit the passage through the same, and
4 into, and out of the,same,' from and to said river,of boats not
5 less than 66 feet.long, and 16 feel broad by, at, or near the
6 following places, viz :—by Enfield falls in the state of Con-
7 necticut, near the north part of Hatfield or Hadley in th e
8 state of Massachusetts, at School Meadow bar, states of New-,
9 Hampshire or Vermont, viz. near Cooper’s rocks in Hinds-

10 dale or Vernon, in Hindsdale or Brattleborough, near the
11 bridge across Connecticut river, in Westmoreland or Putney,
12 near Clay’s Island,in Charlestown or Springfield, near Gill’s
13 island, in Cornish or Windsor, near Chase’s island, in Orford
14 'or Fairlee, near Flagg island, in Haverhill or Newbury, near
15 Johnson’s rocks, and also near the mouth ofWells River f  in
16 Bath or Rygate, near Dodge’s falls': or by, at, or near, either
17 of the places aforesaid. And whenever, and as soon as said
18 company shall have acquired the right to the locks, canals,
19 and works for improving the navigation at South Hadley
20  falls, and to the locks, canals and works for improving th.e
21 navigation at Miller’s falls, both in the s tate of Massachusetts ;
22 at Bellows Falls, in New Hampshire and Vermont; at Wa-
23 ter Quechy falls, and at White River falls, or the locks, ca-
24 nals and other works for improving the navigation at, or by
25 either of the places aforesaid, where such locks, canals and
26 works now exist, and shall have improved the same so far as
27 is necessary, to permit the passage of boats of the dimensions



1 3

2S aforesaid, the said company, in consideration and remunera- 
2.9 tion of the expenses, whicrh they must necessarily incur in
30 constructing, acquiring and improving each of the aforesaid
31 works hy them constructed, or acquired and improved ami 

'32 in keeping the same in repair* may,' by their directors or
33 otherwise, from time to time, fix and establish the tolls, which
34 they shall have a right to demand, and by their toll-gatherer
35 or other agent, to collect of the owner or person having
36 charge of any boat or other floating thing, and of the property 
37' or lading carried in, or on the same,'for the sole benefit of
38 the stockholders, at each of the places aforesaid, after such
39 locks and canals, or either of them shall have been so con-
40 structed, or acquired and improved by said company, or a
41 substitute therefor, made as-aforesaid ; and.all boats with
42 their lading, floats and other property, may be detained and
43 prevented from passing through the said canals and locks,
44 and a li to r  either of them, until the lawful tolls de-'
45 mandable ther,eon, shall be paid by the owner or person hav-
46 ing charge thereof ; and with the consent and approbation
47 in writing of said commissioners, or a major part of them,
48 may construct and establish at convenient places, weighing
49 locks, or scales, and in case the toll-collector and the owner
50 or person having charge of any boat, float, lading, or
51 other property, do not agree as to the weight, or in case
52 of lumber, as to the measure and quantity thereof, the same
53 may be detained by the toll-collector, and the weight or
54 measure thereof ascertained, with all reasonable despatch and
55 care : Provided, that the tolls, to be demanded and collected
56 as aforesaid, shall not exceed the sums following, at the sev*
57 eral places below specified, viz.
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at

the locks and

to r  ascending by Enfield Falls whether in 
the rivet or canal, - -  -' "

For ascending or descending the locks &  ca- 
‘ nal at South Hadley & Willimancet-falls,

For ascending or descending the Williman- 
cet falls only, if by the canal,

For ascending or descending the canal 
School Meadow, „ - - * '

For ascending or descending the locks and 
• canals at Miller’s falls, # ’»; - :
For ascending or descending the locks and 

canals near Cooper’s rocks, ’ -
For ascending or descending the rocks and

canals near Brattleboro’bridge,
For ascending or descending the locks and 
; canals near Clay’s island,

For ascending or descending 
canals by Bellows falls;

For ascending or descending the looks and 
canals near Gill’s island,

For ascending or descending the locks and 
canals near Chase’s island,. - -

For ascending or descending the locks and 
. canals by Water Quecby falls,
For ascending or descending the locks and 

canals by White river falls, -  -
For ascending or descending the locks and 

canals near Flagg island,, , - -
For ascending or descending the locks and 

canals near Johnson’s rocks, - -
For ascending or descending the looks and 
* canals near W ell’s river, - -

For ascending or descending the locks and 
canals by Dodge’s falls, - - . - U

58 On every boat of other, vessel descending by Enfield falls
59 if in the canal, a sum not exceeding two dollars. On every
60 boat or other vessel passing in either of said Canals, and used
61 chiefly for conveyance of passengers, a toll not exceeding
62 that allowed for the passing of four tons of lading through

L a d in g , o th e r  
th a n  lu m b e r , o f  

b o a ts  o r  o th e r  
flo a ts  p e r  to n  

w e ig h t .

L u m b e r  s a w e d  o r  
in  th e  lo g , fo r  
e a c h  th o u sa n d  

fe e t  b o a rd  m e a
s u re  o r  fo r  s e v e n  
th o u s a n d  o f  shin-* 

gl.ee.

Fifty cents.

Seventy cents. Fifty cents.

Twenty cents. Ftfteen cents.

^Ten cents. F,ive cents.

Seventy cents. Sixty cents.

Twenty cents. Ten cents.

Twenty cents. Fifteen cents.

Fifteen cents. Ten cents.

Fifty cents. 35 cents.

Twenty cents. Ten cents.

Twenty cents. Ten cents.

25 cents. Tvventy cents.

Fifty cents. 25 cents.

Twenty cents. Ten cents.

Twenty cents. Ten cents.

Twenty cents. Ten cents.

Fifteen cents. Ten- cents.

63 the same. Every empty boat, or vessel, or one having less
64 than two tons of lading, to be accounted, and to pay toll as
65 having two tons thereof: Provided, that the tolls above al-
66 lowed to be taken and collected for passing any locks, ca-
67 nals or other works at, or by either of said places, shall not
68 be in addition to, but in lieu of any tolls allowed by existing



69 grants from either of said states. And that said navigation 
.70 may be improved, and the said company- enabled to render
71 the same, as beneficial to the public, as may be, it is further
72 enacted, that whenever said company, by any canal, or
73 canals, Which they shall construct and unite with said river,
74 with the consent and approbation in writing of the commis-
75 sioners, or a majority of them, of the state or stales,, in which 
7*6 the same shall be located, respectively, shall furnish a route
77 for the easy passage of boats and other floats of the dimen-
78 sions aforesaid, with not less than three feet in depth of wa-
79 ter in such canal, and which shall be not less than two
80 miles shorter than to pass in and follow the ordinary boat
81 Channel in the river, said company in addition to the toiler
82 before specified and allowed, may demand and collect for*
83 the passage of boats and Other property in and through such
84 canal so constructed by said company, further tolls, at a
85 rate not exceeding two cents per mile for each1 ton weight
86 transported through the same, and only for so many miles the
87 length of passing shall be diminished by passing through
88 said canal, instead of using the river as heretofore : Provi-
89 ded, that nothing shall be demanded on account of the di-
90 minished length of the passage, by way of such canal, except
91 where the passage by way of Hie river shall be made or
91 kept open, as, heretofore, for the passage of boats and
92 other floats. Said company may, frbm time to time,
93 reserve and set apart a portion of their nett profits until-the
94 same shall amount to fifty thousand dollars, which may be
95 kept good, as a fund to pay for any extraordinary losses or
96 damages to their works for improving said navigation, and
97 when ever the nett profits of said company, besides said fund-
98 and over and above their annual repairs and. expenses under
99 this act, shall have made good to said company an amount
100 equal to ten per cent, per annum on their capital stock,
101 from time to time invested in said improvements, said com-
102 pany shall not thereafter divide, nor the proprietors re-
103 ceive, more from said tolls than will make good an annual
104 dividend of ten per cent, so long as the full rates of toll,
105 befotfe specified, shall be collected. But if said company
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106 shall, ancfdo, for any one or more years, make a reduction
107 from the amount of tolls, allowed to betaken as aforesai
108 notice whereof to be seasonably given in one . newspaper,
109 printed in each of said States, for every ten per cent, which
110 said specified tolls shall be reduced, and notice thereof
111 given as aforesaid, said company shall be allowed-to divide,
112 for such year or years, one per cent, per annum in addi-
113 tion to said ten per cbnt. dividend, and in like manner and
114 proportion for any reduction of said toll, greater or less
115 than ten percen t» an  ̂ whenever the average annual pro-
116 fits of any two years in succession above the expenses and
117 repairs of said years, shall be equal to fifteen per cent, on
118 the amount of capital stock,, then it, shall be the duty of said
119 commissioners ¿f said states, or a majority of them, to reg-
120 ulate said tolls, so that the annual profits of said company,
121 above repairs and expenses, shall be, as nearly as may be,
122 ten percent, per annum on, the amount of capital stock,
123 and for, this purpose, shall inquire into and examine their
124 receipts and expenditures, as often as shall be deemed ne-
125 cess.ary.
1 Sec. 16. It is hereby further enacted, That it shall be the
2 duty of-said corporation to construct all and each of their
3 locks, canals and other works, and to improve all and each
4 of the existing locks and canals, which shall be purchased 
6 or acquired by them,'so as to afford a depth of water in and
6 through said locks and, canals, of not» less than three feet,
7 during ordinary low water in the summer, and so wide, and
8 of such depth, that boats of the dimensions aforesaid may
9 be able lo pass conveniently through said locks and canals, 

JO and also to pass by each other in equal depth of water, in
11 such convenient places in said canals as shall be designated,
12 or approved by said commissioners, or a major part of them,
13 and to afford, at least, an equal channel depth and width in 
j 4 the river from the termination of each of said canals, con-
15 structed or acquired by said Connecticut River Company,
16 to the Commencement of the next canal below, the same,
17 sind ap equal width and depth of Water in and from the end
18 of the canal, which shall be^constructed by said Enfield falls-
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19 to the city of Hartford, in Connecticut aforesaid. And in
20 case any dam, canal, lock, or other work of said company,
21 shaH, at any time, be injured or out of repair, by reason of
22 freshets, ice* or natural decay, or otherwise, shall be defi-
23 cieut, so as not to>afford, during ordinary low water in the
24 summer, the channel depth of water aforesaid, for the conven-
25 ient passing of boats and other floats^of the dimehsions
26 aforesaid, either in or through such lock or locks, or canal, or
27 in and through said river, between the end of any canal of
28 said company, and the beginning of the canal next below
29 the same, or below the canai which shall pass by said En-
30 field falls, and thence to said city of Hartford, said compa-
31 ny shall, with all reasonable diligence and despatch, with
32 the approbation and consent of the commissioners of the
33 State in which such deficiency exists, construct, improve, or
34 repair such lock or locks, canal or other work, as shall
35 afford the aforesaid depth and width of navigable water,
36 whenever the same is or shall be deficient as aforesaid ; and,
37 in case the said company shall be guilty of neglect in regard
38 to any of the provisions of tbis section, the said commis-
39 sioners, in the first section of this act mentioned, or a ma- 
40. jority of them, may reduce or prohibit the taking of the

- 41 tolls herein before specified, in whole or in part, at any lock 
. 42 or canal, where such neglect and deficiency of water exists ;
43 and, if by neglect of repairs or other proper improvements,
44 such deficiency of water shall be in the navigable depth and
45 width of channel in the river, between any two of said
46 company’s canal as aforesaid, then said commissioners may
47 reduce or prohibit the taking of the toll before specified, in
48 whole or in part, as shall seem reasonable, at the canal and
49 locks next below where such neglect and deficiency exists
50 in the river as aforesaid. And if such neglect and deficien-
51 cy of water shall be found at or below the termination of
52 the canal which may pass by said Enfield falls, so that the 
53. depth and dimensions of navigable water aforesaid shall not
54 continue, without interruption from said falls to said city of
55 Hartford, then said commissioners, or a majority of them,

3
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56 may reduce, or altogether prohibit the taking of tolls, for
57 passing in or through the locks or canals by said Enfield
58 falls, and thence to said bity of Hartford. And whereas in
59 prosecuting the objects in this act mentioned, great ex-
60 pense must necessarily be incurred, and it will be important
61 to said company, and of great public utility, that a sufficient 
.62 depth of water may be had at all times for the convenient
63 passing of boats and other floats drawing three feet of wa-
64 ter, in all parts of said locks and canals, and of the river
65 below the same respectively, to the next locks and canals,
66 and from Enfield falls aforesaid to said city of Hartford, it
67 is hereby further enacted, that no-person or persons, body po- 
68Jitic or corporate, shall divert, turn off, or out of said Con-
69 necticut river, any of the waters thereof, so as to affect any
70 of the works or operations of said company for improving
71 the navigation as aforesaid, or to diminish, hinder, or ob-
72 struct the convenient and safe navigation of said locks and
73 canals, and said river, or any part thereof, between the
74 same .canals as' aforesaid by boats and other craft drawing
75 three feet of water, at any season of the year, or so as to
76 prevent a sufficient quantity of water from running into,
77 through, or out of any of the channels, gates, locks, or ca-
78 nals .of said company, nor without the consent of said com-
79 pany, erect any dam, or place any obstructions in or upon
80 said river, so as to hinder, or in any manner delay, or ob- 
8J struct the safe and convenient passing of boats or other 
82, craft, drawing three feet of water, as aforesaid, passing up
83 and down said river and canals, or either of them, or to
84 increase or diminish, the quantity of water, flowing into,
85 through, or out of any channel, locks, sluice-way, canal, or
86 other work of said company, for improving the navigation
87 as aforesaid.

1 Sec. 17. It is hereby further enacted, That if upon fifrther
2 examination and surveys, it shall appear that the public
3 good will be promoted by changing the location of either of
4 the works contemplated, at or near thfe places specified in
5 the fifteenth section of this act, or by substituting, construct-
6 ing, or improving canals, locks, or other works, at some
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7 different place on, or near said river, to answer the objects,
8 and requirements of this act, in regard to any of the works
9 specified in said section, it shall be lawful for said company*

10 with the consent and approbation, in writing, of the corn-
11 missioners, or a major part thereof, of any State or States,
12 wherein Such change of location, substitution, or improve-
13 ment. as aforesaid, shall be deemed best, to make the same
14 accordingly, and to collect tolls at such Substituted work, 
15- new location, or other improvement, as \if they were ex-
16 pressly named and granted in this ac t: Provided, that the
17 amount collectable hereby, at such new location or substitu
ís  ted work, or improvement, shajl not exceed the sum or
19 sum? which would have been collectable if no such change
20 of location, substitution, or other such improvement had
21 been made.
1 Sec. 18. It is hereby further enacted, That as it may hap-
2 pen, that said locks, canals or other works constructed to
3 improve said navigation, may be injured by freshets, or oth-
4 er unforeseen accidents, whereby the navigation may be in-
5 terrupted, and lauds adjacent thereto may be exposed to
6 damage, therefore for a speedy reparation of such injury,
7 whenever, and so often a3 such case shall happen, it shall
8 be lawful for said corporation, by their agents, engineers, or
9 workmen, with teams, waggons, carts, and other carriages,

10 to enter upon any lands contigious to said canals, or other
11 works so injured, and to dig for, get, and carry away, and 
J2 use all such stone, gravel, clay, and earth, as may be neces- 
Í3 sary and proper for such reparations, doing as little damage
14 as the nature of the case will permit. And in case dama-
15 ges shall be claimed by the owner, or owners of any land,
16 entered upon as aforesaid, the same shall be assessed by
17 the commissioners in the same way and manner, as here-
18 tofore in this act is pointed out. And all persons aggrieved
19 by the decision of the commissioners, shall have an appeal,
20 as in this act is provided.

1 Sec. 19. It is hereby further enacted, That if any person or
2 persons shall wantonly or unnecessarily open or shut, or
3 cause to be opened or shut, any lock, gate, or any paddle or.
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4 culvert gate thereof, or any waste gate, or drive any nails,
5 spikes, pins, or wedges into either of said gates, or take any
6 other mode of preventing the free use of said gates; or
7 shall wantonly or maliciously take any other method of pre-
8 venting the free use of such gate or gates, or shall wanton-
9 ly or maliciously break,' throw down, or damnify any waste

10 weir, dam, culvert, aqueduct, bank or other work erected
11 for the improvement, or convenient use of said navigation,
12 or shall maliciously or wantonly obstruct the navigation of
13 said river or canals, by sinking therein any vessel, timber,
14 stone, earth, or other things, or by placing any obstruction
15 on, or across the same; such person or persons shall for 
16. every such offence, forfeit and pay to said corporation, the 
17" sum of thirty-five dollars, together with double damages, to 
18 be recovered in any court proper to determine the same.
1 Sec. 20. It is hereby further enacted!, That no person shall
2 construct any wharf, basin, or watering place on, or make
3 and apply any device whatever, for the purpose of, taking
4 water from either of said canals, without first obtaining
5 therefor the consent, of said company in writing; and such
6 person or persons thus doing, , shall forfeit and pay to said
7 company the sum of thirty-five dollars, together with doub-
8 le damages, to be recovered as aforesaid, and said company
9 may remove or fill up such basin, wharf, watering place or 

10 other device aforesaid.
1 Sec. 21. It is hereby further enacted, That if any person or
2 persons shall willingly, wilfully, and by design break, thrown
3 down, dig up, undermine, or in any manner destroy any
4 lock, lock gate, waste weir, culvert, aqueduct, towing path,
5 embankment, pier, or other work, constructed, acquired or
6 maintained by said company, for the- improvement of said
7 navigation, each and every person offending therein in man-
8 ner aforesaid, and each and every person, so aiding or assist-
9 ing therein, on conviction thereof before any court proper

10 to hear and determine the same, shall be liable and subject
11 to a fine not exceeding five hundred dollars, at the discretion
12 of said court, according to the aggravation of the offence,
13 and to costs of prosecution, and shall be prosecuted by in-



■21

14 diclment, information, or otherwise, according to the laws
15 or usages of the state wherein such offence shall be done dr
16 committed. And such fine and cost when collected, shall
17 be paid into the treasury \>f the State, where such convic-
18 tion shall be had, or otherwise disposed of, as the laws of
19 said State shall from-time to time direct. -
1 j Sec. 22. It is hereby further enacted, That said corpora-
2 tion shall build, and keep in good repair, suitable bridges
3 over any and every canal by them constructed or acquired
4 and improved as aforesaid, whenever such canal shall cross
5 any public high way, and all bridges for the accommodation
6 of the public travel, Or of any individual, shall be of such
7 dimensions and height as the commissioners of the State in
8 which the same shall be, or the major part of them, shall
9 determine, and in writing direct, and may build toll-houses,

10 at such places as said commissioners of the State in which
11 the same may be, or the major part of them, shall approve
12 and permit; and shall at all times'during the day keep and
13 have a suitable person or persons to attend their locks, so
14 that those passing said locks with their boats, floats, or other
15 property, having paid their lawful tolls, shall not be unne-
16 cessarily nor unreasonably detained in their passage.

1 Sec-. 23. It is hereby further enacted, That no person
2 shalHead, drive, or ride, any horse, mule, or other beast or
3 cattle, or suffer any hog, to run at large, on any towing path
4 of said company, constructed as aforesaid, nor on any bank
5 of either of their canals opposite to such towing path, ex-
6 cept for the purpose of towing boats or other floating things
7 on said canals or river, or for the conveyance of articles to
8 the same for transportation or delivery thence, of articles
9 which have been So transported, on pain of forfeiting a sutn

10 not exceeding ten dollars to said corporation for each of-
11 fence, to be by them recovered before any court of compe-
12 tent jurisdiction.
1 Sec. 24.. It is hereby further enacted, That the shares or
2 stock of any proprietor or stockholder in said company shall
3 be liable to attachment and execution within the State where
4 such proprietor or stockholder shall reside, and be inhabiting



22

5 at the time of such attachment being made, or in case of no
6 attachment being so made, in the State where he shall re*
7 side when execution shall be levied thereon, as in case of
8 other personal estate: Provided, That the officer serving or
9 levying any such attachment, execution, or other process,

10 whereby to take, hold, or create a lien upon the shares or
11 stock, or any parts thereof, of any such proprietor or stock-
12 holder, shall leave with a director or clerk of said compa-
13 ny, if there be such inhabiting within said State, or at his
14 usual place of abode, therein, an attested copy of the writ
15 of attachment or execution, or other process, for taking,"
16 holding, or creating, a lien upon such shares or stock; and
17 whenever such shares or stock shall be sold by virtue of any
18 writ of execution, said officer shall leave with such director
19 or clerk, or at his usual place of abode, a certificate under
20 bis hand, stating the number of shares by him sold, and to
21 whom sold, under said writ of execution, and such purchaser
22 thereof shall thereupon become a stockholder in said com-
23 pany, entitled to all the rights and privileges, and subject to
24 all the duties and liabilities, of the debtor or debtors in said
25 writ of execution, in regard to the stock so purchased : And
26 any writ or process against said company shall in like man-
27 ner be served by the officer, leaving an attested copy there-
28 of with a director or clerk of said company inhabiting the
29 State within which such writ or process is returnable, or at
30 his usual place of abode..

1 Sec. 25. It is hereby further enacted, That a general
2 meeting of the stockholders shall be called by the directors
3 of said company, whenever the owners or proprietors of orfe
4 fifth part in value of said stock shall by writing request the
5 same to be done, and such meeting may be called by the di-
6 rectors whenever they deem it necessary; notice whereof
7 shall be given by publication in at least one newspaper
8 printed in each of said States, and such other notice as the
9 by-laws of said company shall prescribe, at least twenty

10 days previous to said meeting. ■ And in case it shall happen
11 that said company shall omit to hold any annual meeting or
12 meetings for the purpose of choosing officers, said company
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1.3 shallnotby such omission, be dissolved ; but said company may 
f4 at any time reorganize by the appointment of their neces-
15 sary officers, who shall have and exercise the same pow-
16 ers, as though they had been appointed at- the annual meet-
17 ing : Provided, that if said company shall refuse or neglect
18 for the space of five years next after their organization, to
19 construct the'requisite works, as aforesaid, and to extend and
20 complete the improvements of the navigation accordingly,
21 from the said city of Hartford, as far up as Brattleborough,
22 in the state of Vermont, then the rights, powers, and priv-
23 ileges hereby granted to construct canals, locks and other
24 works above the said town of Brattleborough, and also at
25 those places between said Hartford city, and said Brallebo-
26 rough, where such locks, canals, and other works, shall
27 not have been so constructed, improved and completed with-
28 in the time aforesaid, shall cease and determine. And in
29 case such requisite canals, locks, and other works for the
30 improvements of said navigation, as aforesaid from said
31 Hartford to Brattleborough, and each of them .shall be
32 constructed, improved and completed within the term of 
33- five years, and said company shall refuse or neglect, for the
34 space of four years next thereafter, to construct, improve
35 and complete the works requisite for improving the naviga-
36 tion as aforesaid, from said Brattleborough upward, to Bar-
37 net, in said Vermont, or any part of such works, then all
38 their right, title and interest under this act, to make such
39 canals, locks and other works above Brattleborough, or
40 such part thereof, as^said company shall so have neglected
41 to construct, improve, and complete as aforesaid, shall cease
42 and determine.

1 . Sec. 26. It is hereby further enacted, That this act shall
2 be taken, and deemed to be a publick act, to all intents and
3 purposes.



Now therefore,
1 B E  it enacted by the Senate and House o f
2 Representatives in General Court assembled, 
3' and by the authority o f  the same, That the said
4 act of the General Assembly of the State of
5 Vermont be, and the same is hereby assented
6 to and confirmed but with the following quali-
7 fications, conditions, and reservations, any thing
8 in. the said act hereby confirmed, or this con-
9 firmation thereof to the contrary notwithstand- 

JO ing. That is to say :
1 First. The Commissioners to be appointed
2 by the Executive of this Commonwealth, by
3 virtue of the first section of the act hereby con-
4 firmed and their successors, shall receive from
5 the said Connecticut River Company, such rea-
6 sonable compensation for their services and
7 expenses, as shall be, from time to time, order-
8 ed and provided by the Legislature of this
9 Commonwealth, and no more.
1 Second. The said Connecticut River Com-'
2 pany shall n^t accept, purchase, or hold any
3 other real estate within this Commonwealth,,
4 than shall be necessary and proper to carry in-
5 to effect the improvement of the navigation of
6 said Connecticut river contemplated by the act
7 hereby confirmed.
1 Third. If  any citizen of this Commonwealth
2 shall be unnecessarily, or unreasonably delayed,
3 molested, or in any way injured, or damnified,
4 in his person or property, by the wilful miscon-
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5 duct or negligence of said Company, or their
6 agents, or servants, or by any unreasonable de-
7 lay, or neglect of said Company, their agents,
8 or servants, in repairing and keeping in repair,
9 any of their works, such citizen may have his

10 remedy at law therefor in the Courts of this
11 Commonwealth against the said Company,
12 whether thê  act, or default whereby such cause
13 of action may arise, be committed within or
14 without this Commonwealth. And said .Com*
15 pany shall always be responsible to .this Com-
16 monwealth for their acts and defaults within 
17.this State, in the same manner as if their pow^
18 érs were holden under the sole grant of this
19 Legislature.
1 Fourth. It is hereby declared, as one of the
2 conditions of this act of- confirmation, to be the
3 duty of said company to repair, and keep in suf-
4 ficient repair, all their works within this Com-
5 monwealth, and, any unreasonable neglect so
6 to do, shall be deemed and taken to be a viola-
7 tion of their charter; and the said company
8 may also be punished therefor by indictment.
1 Fifth. And if any citizen of this .Common*
2 wealth, or any person interested in land, with-
3 in this Commonwealth, shall suffer damage
4 from or by any of the works of said company
5 whether by the location and first construction
6 thereof, or by any subsequent alteration or ef-
7  feet thereof, such citizen or person shall, when-
8 ever so damnified, receive reasonable compen-

4
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9 sation therefor from said Company; to be as**
10 certained in like manner as is provided in, and
11 by the act hereby confirmed, respecting land
12 taken, used, or occupied by said company.
1 Sixth. And nothing contained in said act
2 hereby confirmed, or this act of confirmation
3 .shall be so construed as to take away or impair
4 any rights heretofore granted by the Legisla-
5 ture of this Commonwealth, or to authorize or
6 empower the said company to do any act where-
7 by the public faith of this Commonwealth shall
8 be violated; and no provision in said act con-
9 tained, which might have that effect, if any such

10 there be, shall be of any force or validity in
11 this Commonwealth.

1 Seventh. And it is hereby expressly provid-
2 ed, that nothing in said act, hereby confirmed,
3 dr in this act of confirmation contained, shall
4 authorize the sard Connecticut River Company
5 to use, or permit or restrain any other person to
6 use, or from using the waters of Connecticut
7 river, or of the tributary streams thereof, with-
8 in this Commonwealth, except to, and so far, as
9 may be neeessary and proper for the purpose

10 of rendering said river navigable as in said act
11 is provided. But all other use and benefit of
12 said waters, not inconsistent with the render-
13 ing said river navigable, as aforesaid, shall re-
14 main to this Commonwealth and the citizens
15 thereof, and all others as the same heretofore
16 have, or might have been possessed and enjoy-
17 ed.
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1 Eighth. No darà or other works shall ever
2 be érected or maintained by said company, on 
.3 said Connecticut river, within the limits of this
4 Commonwealth, which shall in the opinion pf
5 the Legislature thereof, injuriously affect the
6 health of the citizens residing near the same.
1 JVinth. All vacancies, occurring in the board
2 of directors, shall be filled in such manner, as
3 always to secure one of said directors to each
4 of the states interested.
1 Tenth. So much of the twenty-third section
2 of said act hereby confirmed, as relates to hogs
3 shall be of no force in this Commonwealth.
1 Eleventh. The said company shall always
2 keep suitable persons to attend„lheir locks, with-
3 in this Commonwealth, during such part of the
4 night, as the commissioners of this Common- 
,5 wealth shall direct.
1 Twelfth. The eighteenth section of the act
2 hereby confirmed, shall have no force or oper-
3 ation within this Commonwealth.
1 Thirteenth. The words, “ and the property
2 so appraised, upon payment or tender of the
3 damages finally assessed and liquidated, shall
4 become, and remain the property of said Cor-
5 poration forever,” in the eighth section of the
6 act hereby confirmed, being the last clause
7 thereof before the proviso, shall be of no forcò
8 or effect 4n this Commonwealth.
1 Fourteenth. The said Company shall never
2 erect or maintain any dam, or other work upon,
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3 or across said rivef, nor construct any Canal,
4 RaiHvay or other work near the same, within
5 this Commonwealth, without the consent of the
6 Legislature thereof ; except such Dams, Canals, 
T Railways, and other works, as are proposed for
8 improving the navigation of said river ; to wit,
9 the Dams, Canals, and other works necessary

10 for passing Willimancet and South Hadley
11 falls, and the rapids near the same; one dam
12 at School meadow bar, and a Canal and Locks
13 for passing the same; the Dams, Canals, and
14 other works necessary for passing Miller’s falls,
15 and the rapids near the same, together with
16 such works, as may be necessary or expedient
17 for removing obstructions in the bed of said
18 rivfer, and for keeping the chanhel of the same
19 clear for the purpose of navigation.

1 Fifteenth. If  said Company shall neglect or
2 refuse for the space of fifteen years from the
3 passage of this act to construct the works, and
4 complete the improvements of the navigation
5 of said river, from Hartford in the state of
6 Connecticut to Barnet in the state of Vermont,
7 contemplated by the act hereby confirmed,
8 then the rights, powers, and privileges granted
9 by said act and by this confirmation thereof,

10 shall cease and determine within this Common-
11 wealth. '  ̂ ^ f
1 Sixteenth. The Legislature of this Common -
2 wealth shall always have the power to reduce
3 the tolls to be demanded and received by said
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4 Company within the Commonwealth; but this
5 power shall never be so exercised, as to re-
6 duce the nett profits of said Company, arising
7 from all the tolls received on said River, below
8 twelve per cent, per annum, on the whole a'
9 mount actually expended by said Company, in 

10 improving the navigation of said River.
1 Seventeenth. The Legislature of this Com-
2 monwealth shall have a right to modify, or a-
3 mend this act, after thirty years from the pas-
4 sage thereof; and after sixty years from its
5 passage, may repeal the same.

• ♦  ■

Mr. Bliss o f Springfield moved the following amend
ments which were ordered to be printed also:

Strike out all that part of the bill which follows 
the words “ that is to say’’ at A. and instead 
thereof insert the following.

-1 First, The Commissioners to be appointed by
2 the executive of this Commonwealth, by virtue
3 of said act, shall receive from the said Connec-
4 ticut River Company, as a compensation for
5 their services and expenses, the sum of
6 Dollars for each day while
7 engaged in performing the duties assigned to
8 them by said act, and ho more.
1 Second, The said Connecticut River Compa-
2 ny shall not accept, purchase, or hold, any other
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3 real estate within this Commonwealth, than
4 shall in the judgment of said Commissioners, 
i> be necessary and proper to carry into effect the 
6 provisions of said act hereby confirmed.
1 Third, If any citizen of this Commonwealth 

•2 snail be unnecessarily or unreasonably delayed,
3 molested, injured or damnified, in his person or
4 property, except real estate not within this Com-
5 monwealth, by the wilful misconduct or negli-
6 gence of said Company or their agents or ser-
7 vants, or by any unreasonable delay or neglect
8 of said Company, their agents or servants, in
9 repairing or keeping in repair any of their works,

10 such citizen may have his remedy at law there-
11 for in the Courts of this Commonwealth, against
12 such Company, whether the act of default,
13 whereby such cause or action may arise, be
14 committed within or without this Common-
15 wealth ; and said Company shall always be re-
16 sponsible to this Commonwealth for all their
17 acts or defaults within the same, as fully as if
18 their powers were holden under the sole au-
19 thority thereof.
1 Fourth, The said Company shall at all times 
2' repair, and keep in sufficient repair, all their
3 works within this Commonwealth, and any un-
4 reasonable neglect so to do shall subject them 
5. to be punished therefor by Indictment.
1 Fifth, And if any inhabitant of this Common-
2 wealth, or any person interested in real estate
3 within the same, shall suffer damage from or
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4 by any of the works of said company, whether
5 by the original location and first construction of
6 them, or by any subsequent alteration or .effect
7 of them, such person shall be entitled to receive 
& reasonable compensation therefor from said 
9 Company, to be ascertained in the same way

10 as is in'and by the act hereby confirmed res-
11 pecting land taken, used, or occupied, by said
12 Company.
1 Sixth, And nothing contained in said act here-
2 by confirmed, or this act of confirmation, shall
3 be so construed as to take away or impair any
4 rights heretofore granted by the Legislature
5 thereof, and which they have not by law a right
6 to take away, or to authorize or empower the 
2 said Company to do any act whereby the faith
8 of this Commonwealth shall be violated, and no
9 provision in either of said acts shall be so con- 

10 strued to have any such effect.
1 Seventh, And it is hereby expressly provided,
2 That nothing in said act hereby confirmed, or
3 in this act of confirmation contained, shall be
4 so construed as to authorize the said Connecti-
5 cut River Company within this Commonwealth
6 to take out of said River any more of the waters
7 thereof than in the judgment of the said Com-
8 missioners appointed by the executive thereof
9 may be necessary and proper for the purposes

10 of rendering said river navigable, as in said act
11 is provided, and the waters of said river and the
12 tributary streams thereof, not within any of the
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13 locks and canals of said company,, shall remain
14 as before, to be used by the said Common-
15 wealth and the citizens thereof, as they might
16 before the passing of this act, except so' far as
17 the same may be necessary and proper, for the
18 purpose of rendering the said river navigable
19 as is in said act mentioned.
1 Eighth, No dam or other works shall ever be
2 erected or maintained by said Company on said
3 Connecticut River within the limits of this Com-
4 monwealth, which in the judgment of the com-
5 tnissioners thereof shall be injurious to the
6 health of the citizens residing near the same.
1 Ninth, All vacancies occurring in the board of
2 directors shall be filled in such manner as al-
3 ways to secure one of said directors to each of
4 the States interested therein.
1 Tenth, so much of the twenty-third section of
2 said act hereby confirmed as relates to hogs,
3 and the whole of the eighteenth section there-
4 of, shall have no form and operations within
5 this Commonwealth.
1 Eleventh, The said Company-shall always
2 keep suitable persons to attend their locks
3 within this Commonwealth, during such part of
4 night as the commissioners thereof shall direct.
1 Twelfth, The words and the property so ap-
2 praised, upon payment or tender of the damages
3 finally assessed and liquidated, shall become
4  and remain the property of said Corporation in 
*> the eighth section of the act hereby confirmed,
6 being the last clause thereof before the pro-
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7 viso, shall be of no force or effect within this
8 Commonwealth.
1 Thirteenth,'The said Company shall not erect
2 or maintain any dam or other wOrk upon or
3 across said river, nor construct any canal, rail-
4 way, or Other work near the same within this
5 Commonwealth, without the consent of the Le-
6 gislature thereof, except such dams, canals,
7 railways, and other works as are suitable and
8 proper for improving the navigation of the said
9 river at or near the following places to wit:

10 the dams, canals, and other works necesscry
11 for passing Willimancet and South Hadley falls
12 and the rapids near the same; one dam at
13 School-meadow bar, and a cartal and locks for
14 passing the same, and the dams, canals, and
15 other works, necessary for passing Miller’s falls,
16 and the rapids near the same, together with
17 such works as may be necessarv or expedient
18 for removing obstructions in the bed of said
19 river, and for keeping the channel of the same
20 clear, and of sufficient depth for the purposes
21 of navigation as in said act'mentioned.

1 Fourteenth, If  said company shall neglect or
2 refuse, for the space of five years next after
3 the said act of the state of Vermont shall have
4 been confirmed by all the states therein named,
5 and the assent of the state of Vermont shall
6 have been given to these conditions, to con-
7 struct the requisite works in said act mention-
8 ed, and to have the same, in the judgement of
9 said board of commissioners, completed from

5 * W k
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10 Hartford, in the state of Connecticut, to Brat*
11 tleborough, in the state of Vermont, then this
12 act shall be void and of none effect. And if,
13 within ten years from said first mentioned pe-
14 riod, the said company shall not, in addition
15 thereto, have erected, constructed and com-
16 pleted, rn the judgment of the board of com-
17 missioners in.and by said act to be appointed,
18 all the residue of said works from Brattlebo-
19 rough to Barnet,Jn said state of Vermont, then,
20 and in that case, the said act as to all that part
21 of said works between said Brattleborough and
22 Barnet, shall cease and be determined.

1 Fifteenth , the Legislature' of this Common-
2 W’ealth shall always have the power to reduce
3 the tolls to be demanded and received by said
4 company within this Commonwealth, but this
5 power shall never be so exercised as to reduce
6 the net profits of said company, arising from
7 all the tolls received on said river below twelve
8 per cent, per annum on the whole amount ac-
9 tually expended by said company, in improving 

10 the navigation of said river-
1 Sixteenth, The Legislature of this Common-
2 wealth shall have a right to lhodify or amend
3 this act after thirty years from the ratification
4 of the said act of the state of Vermont, and of
5 this act, so far as it may be requisite that it be
6 so ratified : Provided however,th<tX nothing in
7 these conditions, qualifications* and reserva-
8 tions shall be construed to extend tp effect or
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9 impair the rights and privileges which the said
10 Connecticut River Company shall or may have
11 acquired from any incorporated company, un-
12 der and by virtue of the fourteenth section of
13 the act to which this is intended to confirm.

Amendments adopted by the Legislature in the 
State o f Connecticut,io the above act o f the State 
o f Vermont.

Now, therefore,
1 BE it enacted by the Senate and House o f
2 Representatives, in General Assembly convened,
3 That the said Act of the General Assembly of
4 the State of Vermont be, and the same is here-
5 by confirmed, with the following limitations and
6 principles of construction.
1 First. That nothing in said Act of Vermont,
2 and this confirmation thereof, shall be constru-
3 ed to empower said Company to build a dam
4 at Enfield falls, or elsewhere, within this State,
5 in such manner as shall prevent the convenient 
G passage of boats and lumber down the river, or
7 obstruct the passage of fish.
1 Second. That said Company shall be res-
2 ponsible to this State for their acts and defaults
3 within the same, as fully and in the same man-
4 ner as if their powers were holden under the
5 sole grant of the legislature thereof.
1 Third. The said act of the legislature of the
2 state of Vermont is by this Assembly assented
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3 to and confirmed, only with this qualification,
4 and on this express condition ; that nothing in
5 said act hereby confirmed, nor in this act of
6 confirmation contained, shall authorize said Con-
7 necticut River Company to cut or construct
8 any Canal, or construct any Rail-way, com-
9 mencing at any place on or near said Connecti- 

20 cut river, above or within the limits within
11 w’hich the Canal of the Harnpshire and Hamp-
12 den Canal Company may by the terms of their
13 present charter, commence : and terminating at
14 any place oil or near said Connecticut river,
15 within or below the limits aforesaid; nor to erect
16 or construct any work or works of any descrip-
17 tion, which shall or may in any way obstruct or
18 impede the free navigation of said Connecticut
19 river, within the limit aforesaid, any terms or
20 expressions in said act contained to the contra-
21 ry notwithstanding.


