
H. R.—No. 8â

C o m m o M  caYLh o l  «Mas s acVvus ett s .

House of Representatives, March 10. 1827.

The Committee appointed to consider what 
measures ought to be adopted to express the sense 
of this House, in relation to the eminent public 
services of Mr. Jefferson, and their sympathy for 
his Daughter, respectfully

REPORT :
That the public sendees of Mr. Jefferson, from his 
earliest years to the last da}7 of his life are too well 
known and have been recently too eloquently por
trayed to require a new recital to bring them to 
the recollection of this House. He, whose mind 
conceived the Declaration of Independence, the 
great Charter of our Liberties, and under whose 
administration, Louisiana was added to our Coun
try, can want no additional title to the lasting grati
tude of his Countrymen and the friends of Liberty, 
throughout the world.
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By the devotion of his whole life to the service 
of his country, and by a munificent hospitality, 
which has shed a radiance over the American char
acter, his ample fortunes have been wrecked. Had 
his time been devoted to less useful services and 
employed in fostering his private fortune, his fami
ly would now repose in ease and affluence. The 
public have reapt the fruit of his exalted services, 
and ought not to permit his family to experience 
the sufferings of poverty; but are bound in some 
measure to restore to them, what has been lost to 
them, by his devotion to the public.

The Governor of Virginia, has recommended to 
the Legislature of that State, the erection of a sta
tue to his memory, and no doubt that proud State 
will do every thing necessary and proper to do 
honor to the memory of her distinguished son. But 
it belongs to every State, to do their part, to relieve 
the wants of his family.

In the dark hours, which preceded our revolution, 
when the hand of tyranny pressed almost exclusively 
on Massachusetts, Virginia stept generously forward 
to our relief and assistance ; and few', if any, were 
more prompt in inducing her to take this step than 
Mr. Jefferson. Shall we then fail to pay a small 
portion of the debt we owe him, by relieving the 
pecuniary sufferings of his family ? Shall we be 
behind other States less populous and less wealthy. 
The State of South Carolina, has granted to his 
family Ten Thousand Dollars; and your commit
tee would recommend a like grant from this State.



3

They would, therefore, report; that a stock to be 
called the “ Jefferson Stock,” to the amount of Ten 
Thousand Dollars, redeemable in 1850, and bearing 
an interest of five per cent, per annum, be issued to 
Mrs. Randolph, subject to her exclusive disposal.

Youi Committee are aware, that objections may 
be made, from the present state of the Treasury, 
to making at this time any appropriation, which 
may entrench too much on the revenue of the 
State. But the character of the State requires her 
to do something, worthy of the character of her 
sons. No State or nation, has ever produced a 
longer, or more proud succession of heroes, and 
patriots than Massachusetts. Many fathers of 
our revolution deserve in every form to receive 
honor at our hands, and many of their ancestors 
from the era of the first settlement to the revolu
tion. The money expended in doing justice to 
their memories would not impoverish an individual; 
but all would feel richer as they passed through 
those Halls in which the memorials of their ances
tors were preserved. Nothing will have a greater 
tendency to perpetuate our institutions and create 
that national pride, which is the foundation of na
tional character, than doing justice to the great 
merits of the pilgrims, and their descendants the 
patriots of the revolution. A fund for this purpose, 
which may be termed the “ Patriotic Fund,” may 
be easily raised without being felt by the individuals 
who contribute to it.
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Your Committee would, therefore, recommend; 
that such fund should be raised bv a tax or bonus, 
on the creation of corporations, which are already 
too numerous, and which subject the State to great 
expense; and on the change of names. If one 
tenth of one per cent, should be levied on the cap
ital of every Insurance, and Banking Company to 
be hereafter created, or renewed, or where capital 
is increased; and one hundred dollars on every 
other corporation, except those for literary, char
itable, and religous purposes; and ten dollars on 
the change of names, then a fund amply sufficient 
for every patriotic purpose would be raised.

This fund should be sacredly appropriated to 
the erection of suitable memorials of the worthies 
of our country, and the publication of their biog
raphies, and histories; and perhaps, the payment 
of the salary of a Historiographer of the State.— 
To this fund may be charged in the first instance 
the Statue of John Adams, and the grant to Mrs. 
Randolph, and these be made payable out of the 
first avails of this fund.

All which is respectfully reported by order of 
the Committee.

JOSEPH E. SPRAGUE.

March 10, 1827. Referred to the next General 
Court, and ordered to be printed.

Attest, P. W. WARREN, Clerk.






