
SENATE, No. 7.

The Committee on the Judiciary, to whom was re
ferred the Message of His Excellency the Gov
ernor, covering a communication from the Ex
ecutive of the State of Georgia, have attended 
to the subject and respectfully

REPORT:
That the papers transmitted by the Executive 

of the State of Georgia convey information to the 
Legislature of this Commonwealth that the Legis
lature of Georgia have instructed their Senators in 
Congress and requested their Representatives to 
promote such an alteration of the Constitution of 
the United States as will prevent the election of 
the President from devolving in any event, on the 
House of Representatives and which at the same 
time will preserve inviolate all the rights of the 
States growing out of the compromises of the Con
stitution.

No request is contained in the papers of the 
State of Georgia for any cooperation on the part 
of this Commonwealth yet it is believed by the 
Committee that this communication would not have 
been made but for the purpose of exciting this 
Commonwealth to a similar effort, or preparing 
the minds of our fellow citizens to think favoura
bly of the object when the influence of the State of 
Georgia shall have so far succeeded as to present 
it in a more formal manner for their adoption.
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It is obvious therefore that no act of this Legis

lature is required in the present situation of the 
proposed amendment; and the Committee might 
so report without further delay, if the preamble to 
the Georgia Resolution did not require from them 
a strong expression of dissent from its propositions.

The Legislature of Georgia have declared “ that 
from the past history of the government it is to be 
feared that under the provisions at present em
braced in the federal Constitution the office-of Pre
sident of the United States, one giving to the in
cumbent a power which may be effectually used 
for the best or worst of purposes, may sometimes 
be bestowed on the man whom the suffrages of the 
people would not elevate to that high office, and 
whose only hope of continuance therein will be de
rived from the artful use of the patronage of the 
government, a dangerous instrument in the hands 
of an ambitious man.” Your Committee are not 
$ware that any facts in the past history of the coun
try warrant these remarks. Twice only in the ten 
elections of President of the United States has the 
choice devolved on the House of Representatives. 
On both these momentous occasions that honora
ble body has discharged its high and responsible 
duty in a manner worthy of the patriotism, integ
rity and firmness which should characterize Amer
ican statesmen.

The first election terminated in the choice of a 
man whose life was a practical illustration of those 
great principles of civil liberty which he had re-



3
corded in the declaration of his country’s independ
ence ; and whose recent death has demonstrated 
how great and imperishable is the affection with 
which a free people consecrates his memory.

The second election by the House of Represent
atives has'elevated to the Presidency one of the 
most profound and accomplished statesmen of the 
age, whose past services in the most difficult and 
important stations are pledges of his ability to con
duct the destinies of this great people, while the 
integrity of his character and the sternness of his 
republican principles, give assurance that the free 
institutions of our country will acquire strength and 
security by his administration of constitutional 
power.

The imputation that any thing in the past histo
ry of Presidential election gives occasion for alarm 
and for new and undefined alterations of the fun
damental principles of our confederation derives 
all its title to consideration from respect to the 
source from which it emanates. Your Committee 
consider it due to the purity of our political coun
cils to disclaim the justice of the reproach and they 
should very much regret to find that personal dis
appointment or party pride should in any case feel 
justified in casting illiberal reproach upon distin
guished individuals in any department of the gov
ernment. In a country like ours it should be uni
versally felt, that individual predilections cannot 
always be gratified and that the duty of good citi
zens consists rather in a generous submission to
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contsituted authority than in empyrical attempts to 
alter established laws for temporary purposes.

The Committee therefore report that it is not 
expedient to take any further measures in relation 
to the communication of the Executive of the State 
of Georgia.

By order,
JAMES T. AUSTIN,

for the Committee.
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