
SENATE. No- 15*

Çjommon'wea\t\v o£ M.ussacYra.se,tls.

The Committee of both Houses to whom were 
referred the petitions of the Trustees of Amherst 
College and of Williams College, have had the 
same under considerations, and ask leave to

REPORT:
That, in the discharge of their duty, your Com

mittee have inquired into the present condition of 
said Colleges, in regard to the number of students, 
their funds, resources, and debts, and the sufficien
cy of their means of instruction. The result of 
this inquiry, in relation to both institutions, may 
be conveniently stated in one report. The im
portance of the subject, in the opinion of your 
Committee, requires such a detailed statement of 
facts, as may enable the Legislature to understand 
the merits of the applications, and judge upon the 
expediency of immediate or future patronage.

To begin with Amherst Collegé :—The annual 
increase in the number of its students, since the 
Collegiate Institution was established, affords evi
dence of its prosperity, which must be highly grat
ifying to its friends and patrons-
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In 1821 the number of students was 56

1822 “ “ 93
1823 “ “ 126
1824 « “ 136
1825 when the charter was granted 152
1826 . “ 170

Probable No. after commencément, 1827, 200
There are three college edifices. A chapel now 

nearly finished, and two buildings for the accom
modation of the students. The two latter contain 
sixty-four rooms, and will accommodate one, hun
dred and twenty-eight scholars. It will, therefore, 
probably be necessary, during the present year, 
that seventy students should seek for rooms in the 
vicinity of the College. The evils resulting from 
this dispersion of the students, and their removal 
from the immediate supervision of the faculty are 
obvious, and were strongly pressed upon the at
tention of your Committee. The Trustees ask the 
aid of the Legislature to enable them to erect an
other college building.

Amherst Collège is in debt, as will appear from 
the following statement.

In October, 1824, previous to the act of incor
poration, the Investigating Committee of the Le- 
gislaturè estimated the liquidated debt of the 
Institution at the sum of $17,585 00
Unliquidated debt, 1,000 00
Two years’ interest thereon, 2,297 00
Debt before the grant of a charter, $20,882 00 
Since the charter the Trustees have erect

ed a new chapel which cost $15,000 00
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Deducting the probable a- 
mount of the Johnson leg
acy, 3,500 00

And the debt incurred for the chapel is $ 11,500 00
Total $32,382 00

BFrom this sum is to be deducted the value of the 
subscription of $30,000, estimated by the Investi
gating Committee in 1824, at $16,664 71 
Term bills then due and sup

posed to be good, 813 35
Which together make $17,478 12
And allowing j  for probable 

toss» 5,286 04
The credit to be deducted will be $11,652 08
So that the present debt of the College is $20,729 92 

It appears that the present income of the Col
lege is barely sufficient to pay the salaries of the 
President, Professors, and Tutors, and cannot be 
relied on to extinguish this debt. This income is 
derived from the term bills of the students, or the 
charge of thirty-six dollars per annum for tuition, 
room rent, and the use of the library.
Term bills of one hundred and seventy 

students at thirty-six dollars each, 
amount to $6,120 00

Deduct room rent of sixty students, who 
live in town at six dollars, 360 00

Amount of term bills, $5,760 00
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The salary of the President is $ 1,200 00 

“ one Professor, 800 00
Four Professors at $700, 2,800 00
Two Tutors at $400, 800 00

Total, $5,600 00
This sum being deducted from the amount 

of the term bills, and there remains to 
defray the other expenses of the Col
lege, $160 00
The views and wishes of the Trustees, in regard 

to the improvements in the present system of edu
cation at Amherst, are so fully stated in “ The Sub
stance of two Reports of the Faculty to the Board 
of Trustees,” which has been printed and circula
ted among the members of the Legislature, that 
vour Committee will only remark, that it is pro- 
posed to establish a new course of study, to be 
completed in four years, of a more popular charac
ter than the collegiate course, and better adapted to 
the wants of young men who are not designed for 
the liberal professions. In this system Latin and 
Greek are to give place to English literature, the 
modern languages, the physical sciences and me-, 
chanic arts, modern history, and civil and political 
law. Beside other expenses which this improve
ment will require, it is estimated that means must 
be provided to pay one-half of the Professors’ sala
ry during the first three years; after that time, it 
js supposed that the tuition of the pupils will sup
port the Professorship. The Trustees also desire 
to establish at the College a school for the educa



tion of teachers of our common schools. À build
ing to accommodate a school of children for the 
purposes of experimental instruction, would, in 
thati event, be necessary. The means deemed re
quisite to accomplish this object are as follows : 
Half of a Professor’s salary, or $400 for

threè y ears for the new course of study, $1,200 00 
Half of the salafy of a Professor for the

education of teachers, 500 00
Expense of a building for the Experi

mental School, 1,000 00
Probable expense of necessary buildings

and implements, 4,000 00
Total, $6,700 00

Your Committee are informed that the Library 
is very limited and incomplete, and that the phi
losophical apparatus needs many additions.

The amount of funds which the Trustees desire 
to obtain may now be stated.
1. Old and recently incurred debts, $20,730 00
2. Proposed extension of the means of

education, 6,700 00
3. New college building for students’

rooms, 10,000 00
4. Additions to the Library, 3,000 00
5. Philosophical apparatus, 1,500 00

Total, $41,930 00
Your Committee are satisfied that urgent reasons 

existed for the erection of the new edifice; that 
one hundred and seventy students could not be 
suitably accommodated without a chapel, recita-
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ùon rooms, and other commodious apartments for 
the use of the classes. The debts of the College 
have also been in some degree increased by the 
judicious preference given to the employment of 
Professors rather thanTutors. The Trustees state 
their desire that the claims of the College should 
rest upon its merits ; they wish to give it that ele
vated character and that extensive usefulness 
which the gi;eat cause of education and the wants 
of the community demand. They urge that the 
public sentiment had decreed a charter to this in
stitution ; that although some of the Board were 
originally opposed to that measure, yet they were 
designated by the Legislature to be the guardians 
of its interests, and that in the course pursued, 
they have aimed to comply with the intentions of 
the Legislature, in the hope and confident expec
tation that their efforts to render it efficient, res
pectable, and useful, would be Seconded by a libe
ral and enlightened public.

The following statement will exhibit the means 
and the wants of Williams College.

Amount of all the funds and property which 
have ever been received by the College.
L The Williamstown Free School property, viz.

The donation ofEph’m Williams, Esq.
the founder, $9,157 00

1/onations of individual subscribers, 903 58 The avails of a lottery, 3,459 68
u T °ta ’ $13,520 26lh e  building called the west College

was erected from this fund.
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2. Individual subscriptions and donations 

since the incorporation in 1793, viz.
The Woodbridge Little Charitable

Fund, applicable only to the aid of 
indigent scholars designed for the 
ministry, 8 5,500 00

Subscription made to pre
vent a removal from 
Northampton, 17,500 00

Subscription lately obtain
ed to endow a Professor
ship and erect a chapel 
with lecture rooms, 25,000 00

Total, $48,000 00
3. Donations from the State :

Grant at the time of the in
corporation, $4,000 00

Two townships of land and 
an interest in a -gore, 13,000 00

Proportion of tax on banks 30,000 00
— ------ 47,000 00

Whole amount of property, , . $108,520 26
There have been obtained, at different times, for 

particular purposes, subscriptions of inconsidera
ble amount, not included in the above statement. 
Also a donation of the land where the College 
buildings stand.

Present funds and property o f the College.
1. The Woodbridge Little

F uad, $5,500.00
One-fourth part of the three 

thousand dollars granted
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by the State, applicable 
only to the payment of 
the tuition bills of indi
gent scholars, 7,500 00

Total, $13,000 00
2. Money at interest Secured by mort

gage, and appropriated to defray' 
the expenses of the College, as 
the Trustees may think pro
per, $19,000 00

Proceeds of sales of land 
in Maine, secured by 
mortgage thereof 8,000 00

Of the subscription to pre
vent a removal, there 
may be realized 7,500 00

Part of the late subscrip
tion, applicable to the 
support of a new pro
fessorship, 15,000 00

Whole amount of funds and property, $49,500 00
This is the only fund to be relied upon to sup

port the ordinary expenses of the College.
3. The other property consists of 810,000, lately 

subscribed to erect a chapel; Lands in Maine, sup
posed to be worth $23,000; two College buildings, 

i President’s house, Professors’s house; an imper
fect apparatus, valued at $ 1000; a Library of two 
thousand volumes, which is estimated to have cost 
$4000, and to be now worth $2000. The buildings 
and lands at Williams College are stated to have 
cost $25,000, and to be now worth $17,000.
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The present annual expenses of the College are 

the salaries of the President, two Professors and 
two Tutors, $4,100 00

New Professorship lately established by
subscription, 900 00

$5,000 00To meet this expense, the 
above fund is applicable, 
yielding annually, 2,970 00

The tuition bills of eighty
scholars, at $22 50 1,800 00------------ 84,770 00

8230 00
Leaving a deficit of $230 annually to be provided 
for, or to be deducted from the funds ; thus gradu
ally reducing the means of the College.

The following are deemed by the Trustees to be 
the necessities of the College :
A fund of about $5000, to provide for the foregoing 

annual deficit.
The enlargement of the Library.
A more complete Apparatus and Laboratory.
Fund to support another Professorship.
Three additional dwelling houses for the Pro

fessors.
An addition to the fund for the aid of indigent 

scholars.
From estimates submitted to your Committee, it 

would appear, that notwithstanding subscriptions 
of nearly 834,000* the amount of the College pro
perty has been diminished, since the free school 
was established, more than $13,000. From well 

2
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known causes, the number of students has been re
duced from a hundred and twenty to eighty. The 
friends and patrons of the College do not appear to 
be disheartened by the grant of a charter to a neigh
boring institution. Since that event a liberal sub
scription in aid of its funds has been obtained. It 
is the prophecy of its President, “ that it will never 
die 0. but that it will again revive and flourish and 
aid to diffuse the light of science and the blessings 
of education through our own and the adjoining 
States. A more ample endowment would doubt
less tend to produce such a result. It ¡s' stated to 
y our Committee, that 840,000 would relieve the ne
cessities of the College, and accomplish the con
templated improvement.

The foregoing statement of facts is derived from 
information furnished by the Trustees of the Col
leges, .or their agents. Your Committee see no 
reason to doubt their accuracy. Nor do they doubt 
that both institutions are conducted with energy, 
skill, and economy. At both, the expenses of the 
student are as moderate as can be expected, and 
need not much exceed $400 for the four years, 
exclusive of books, clothing, travelling, and pocket 
expenses. It is stated in behalf of both Colleges, 
that the term bills cannot be raised without serious 
inconvenience to the children of the middling and 
poorer classes of society.

Your Committee are inclined to the opinion that 
the interests of education in this Commonwealth 
would be promoted by the union of tljese Colleges. 
When the excitement and irritation, which grew
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out of the struggle in regard to Amherst College, 
shall have passed away, and it shall be duly, con
sidered how much more important is the endow
ment of a college than its precise location, may not 
the hope be entertained, that the parties concerned, 
the Legislature and the public sentiment will unite 
to effect a consummation so devoutly to be wished ? 
It should be the pride, as it would be the glory of 
this Commonwealth, to rear one well endowed and 
flourishing College in the western part of this State. 
On the other hand, every attempt to foster both in
stitutions will be attended with the painful reflec
tion, that a division of the bounty of the State tends 
to impair the intended effects of that bounty, 
What course the Legislature ought to adopt, while 
the hope of such an union may be cherished, it will 
perhaps be time enough to decide, when the state 
of the treasury shall justify a generous patronage 
toward one or both of these Colleges.

In the present state of the treasury, your Com
mittee cannot recommend the grant of any pecu
niary aid to your petitioners. They are of the 
opinion that the situation of the common schools 
demands all the patronage that the Legislature 
now have to bestow. Public sentiment loudly calls 
for some remedy for the common want of the re
quisite qualifications in the teachers of our schools- 
It will, justify any judicious experiment which the 
wisdom of the Legislature may devise. The opin
ion has been prevalent that there is annually a 
wasteful expenditure of the hard earnings of the 
people in the employment of unskilful and unpro-
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fitable instructors. If the Legislature shall second 
the general desire for a better state of things, and 
shall invite to the work of reformation the best 
talents and the largest experience that the com
munity affords, it .is believed that the art of teach
ing will assume the rank of a science, and that the 
standard of education in our common schools will 
be essentially raised.

Under this view of the subject referred to them, 
your Committee deem it unnecessary to enter up
on any general considerations in regard to the ex
pediency or the duty of fostering our literary in
stitutions. We should not be unmindful how much 
society owes to science, nor of the obligations of 
both to our university and colleges. Your Com
mittee trust that recent collisions and public dis
cussions have not created a feeling of hostility or 
indifference toward them. The duty which the 
Constitution enjoins upon the Legislature to up
hold and cherish them, is explicit. Ought we not 
to feel and to say that we cannot neglect them, if 
we would, and would not neglect them if we 
could ? Nevertheless, it is the province of the 
Legislature to judge in regard to the occasions, 
the objects, and the extent of its patronage ; and 
the present state of the finances of the Common
wealth require your Committee to report that the 
petitioners have leave to withdraw their petitions.

Per order.
JOSEPH G. KENDALL, Chairman.

In Senate, February 8,1827.—Read ; ordered to 
be printed, arid assigned for Tuesday next.

Attest, PAUL WILLARD, Clerk.


