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C:OMMOJJWEALTH OF M.ASSACHUS!.:TTS. 

House of Representatives,_ January 5, 1828. 

ORDERED, That so much of the Message of His 

Excellency the Goverpor as relates to the bestow
ment to this Commonwealth, ai::td the location, of 

the Statue of Washington, within the State House, 

together with His Excellency's second Message on 

the same subject, be committed to 
Messrs. BAYLlES, of Taunton, 

,,voRTHINGTON, Lenox, 

and TAYLOR, Northampton .. 

Attest, P. W. WARR.EN, Clet'k . 
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In the House of R epresen tatives, January 8th, 1828. 

WHEREAS, 

THE respectful and grateful acknowledgments 
I 

'of this House are due to the Trustees of the Wash-
r 

ington Monument Association, who have confided 

to the " care and patriotism of th,e Government ~f 
the State of Massachusetts" a treasure so invalua
ble as the Statue of Washington. This trust is of 

the most sacred character, and by its acceptance, 

the honour of this State will be forever pledged to 

a faithful performance of the requirements of the 

Trustees. Time is silently st~aling from us some 
of our most precious memorials, and the_ shade of 
antiquity is daily deepening over our earliest history, 

but we may be permitted to hope that the conditions 

which the Trustees prescribed when they entrusted 
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the care of this Statue to the Government of this 
State, will preserve it for the remotest posterity in 

its pristine perfection. 
True it is, that there are some who are averse to 

any posthumous te;,timonials in honour of the rrnrnes 

of departed patriots, and who conscientiously be
lieve that it would be better to cherish the remem

brance of noble deeds in the hearts and in the re

collectious of posterity, than to illustrate them by 

monumental hoq_ours,- yet the same feeling of at

tachment and gratitude which fills the humblest 
churchyard with grave stones, rear~ the statue and 
the pillar to the benefactor of the people. Such 

feelings elevate the character of a nation ;- pure, 

holy and innocent, they deserve to be cherished ; 

and although stoicism may decry ::ts high reaching 
pride, thi~ natural desire to perpetuate the remem
brance of the illustrious dead,-yet the uncouth tu

mulus of the barbarian, th'e eternal pyramids of 

Egypt, the urns, statues, busts, tombs and mausole

ums of Greece and Rome, the sublime productions 

of Michael Angelo, Westminster Abbey, the church 

of SL Deni~, as well as the plain but striking mon
ument which has been -erected in the City of Bos

ton in remembrance of the humble parents of the 

illustrious Franklin, all serve equally to show the 

strength of a feeling common to the human race, 
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existing in all nations and m all states of society, 
a fe eling which can neither be subdued or destroyed. 

A pure taste is formed by the constant study of 

the models which genius has furnished to the fine 

ar ts. Our country contains but few, but when these 

models shall have been multiplied we may cherish 

a reasonable hope that the period may arrive when 
our public buildings shall be filled with the works of 

native artists, rivalling the brightest efforts of Chan-

-trey or CaI]OVa. 
There is a natural a1liance between pure taste 

and moral . feeling, and if the honoured images of 

those who have performed great actions for their 

country can excite the emulation of the artist, the 

monumental marble may also teach a lesson to the 

patriot as forcible as those which are drawn from 

history :-the sight of the silent statue of our great

est citizen, "looking tranquillity" and still seeming 
.... to watch over the safety of the Republic, may kin

; dle a warmer zeal in his bosom, and animate him to 

greater enthusiasm in the effort to emulate his vir

tues and to imitate his example. 

l\?'ore than twenty-eight years have now elapsed 
since a solitary and humble tomb on the banks of 

the Potomack received the mortal remains of the 

founder of our Republic ;-the voice of flattery is 

now mute,-but the gratitude of the peo~ e sur-
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vives and strengthens with the progress of time :
his character has stood the test of posthumous 
scrutiny, and in the judgment of posterity it affords 

the most perfect example of the purest public vir
tue. This statue is not the homage of servility or 
selfishness,-it is the offering of a grateful people 
to the memory of their gr~atest benefactor.-The 
same good taste and correct feeling which has de
termined its location, characterizes the whole trans
action by which the guardianship of this proud· tro

p_hy of the arts was entrusted to the State of Mas
sachusetts. If this ancient Commonwealth cannot 
boast of giving birth to the father of his country,
yet it was the birth-place •of his glory.-Here, he , 

commenced that series of glorious deeds and he
roic undertakings which emancipated a people and 

. created a nation :-and when his "reverend im
age" shall have crumbled into dust, our posterity 
may st~ll exult in the conviction that we, their fore- ; 
fathers were not insensible to the moral grandeur r. 

of his character, the sublimity of his virtue, the pu
rity of his patriotism, and the transcendant blessings 

which he bestowed on his country. 

, ' 

,,, 



1 

..... 

7 

Therefore the Committee to whom was referred so 
much of the Governor's Message as relates to 
the Statue of Washington, and also a special 
message of his Excellency and a Resolve of the 
Senate in relation to· the same subject, 

REPORT: 
That the H.esolve of the Senate in relation to the 

Statue of Washington be concurred in by this 

House without amendment, and that the Committee 

be discharged from the further consideration of the 

subject. 

:FRANCIS BAYLIES, Chairman. 
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