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House of Representatives, Feb. 15, 1828.
Committee on Roads and Railways, to whom
was referred the Report of the Board of Commissioners for_the survey of one or more Routes
for a Railway from Boston to Albany, and also
the Report of the Board of Commissioners of Internal Improvements in relation to the Examination of Su dry Routes for a Railway from l}qston
to Providence,

THE

,.
I

REPORT,
That after mature examination of the facts and
statements contained in the said Reports, they are
of opinion, that the Railroad, as applicable to the
State of Massachusetts, and to New-England generally, has since the making of those Reports, as~umed a new and greater importance. That the sim1
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ple construction, its peculiar adaptation to use. in
winter as well as in summer, to a hilly country, its
great. power in cheapening transportation, and facilitating travelling by an easy, economical and rapid conveyance, present it as a subject of increasing interest, and one that deserves the most thorough investigation on the part of the Legislature.
They do not doubt, that the R,ailroad with its great
_ mechanical advantages, will prove a new creation
of wealth, power, and prosperity in the State.
;
Public attention is already turned to it, from one
. en•d of the continent to the other, to a degree unexampled in an enquiry so novel. In England more
science and practical talent is devoted to it, than to
any other mode of public improvement. In the
Railroad, the ingenuity of man has found a compensation for those blessings that are enjoyed in level, well-watered countries, and which seem to be
denied to those which are mountainous. To comprehend the advantages in a general view of a Railroad from Boston to the Hudson, it is only necessary to suppose, that a navigable branch of the Hudson river, or even a canal was now extended through
the proposed route. In that event, it is manifest
that an augmented and flourishing population would
spr.ing up on its banks and in their vicinity. That
an active and easy intercourse, between town and
country, would facilitate and increase all the. operations of agriculture and commerce; that the produce of the fie ld , the ocean, and the forest would
find a ready market. That foreign and domestic
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goods would be diffused throughout the State, by
expeditious means, and at the cheapest rates. Thr,.t
the value of lands in the immediate vicinity, and to
considerable distances, would be increased. That
the ancient and natural resources of the state would
be preserved and invigorated, new ones developed,
and that a new face would be given to the great
agricultural, commercial, and 'manufacturing inter.. ests of this Commonwealth,
·
These auspicious results on the foregoing · sup ..
position, are not merely conjectural ; they have all
been realized in the splendid example of a sister
and contiguous state. It is true that the local circumstances of that state, present a combination of
advantages which are without parallel. But it is
not less certain, that a great p~rtion of similar benefits, and derivable from the same sources would
be acquired by Massachusetts. She enjoys the
benefit of a great and growing metropolis, habituated to a thriving commerce with all parts of the
world, possesses unimpaired capital competent to
supply the wants of any new market that may be
opened ; and this market would be found in the
same region (if connected by a line of unembarrassed communication) which pours the rich produce
of its ~elds through the Erie Canal, diffusing in its
progress the blessings of incalculable prosperity
over every part of the country through which it is
conducted. Nature, however, forbids to Massa~
chusetts, the advan tage of a direct interior water
communication, from the Hudson to the Ocean.
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The important enquiry now, therefore, presents itself, whether a substitute can be found in a Rail
ro'a.d. If this question can be · answered affirmatively-if a Railroad can be constructed for the
same expense as a Canal, and can be made to afford equal accommodation, it woul_d seem to result
as an imper~tive duty, upon any Legislature to
whose understanding this conviction may be brought
home, to secure to their constituents, without loss ;
of time, these inestimable benefits. In the opinion
of this Committee, this object may be effected. A
Rail Road . may be constructed at an expense far
less than that of a Canal, and be productive of still
greater advantages. The Rep.ort upon the western route has shown the project there to be entire.:.
ly practicable, together with the interesting and unexpected fact, that the hills and mountains may be
surmounted at an inclination of not more than
Eighty feet in a mile, thus affording a great probability, that the difficulties that seemed so great, will
diminish at every step of advance. The report
upon the Providence route, presents still smaller
obstacles, and this your Committee consider a natural link in the great chain of internal communication through the state. In any event, that the enquiries in regard to it, are intimately connected
with those on the western route.
Should the State hereafter think it most expedient to assume the whole of this great work, your
Committee are of opinion, that it would prove a
source of profit and not of burthen. That the ex-
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ecution of it in any way, would result in the most
natural and beneficent diffusion of ca pita!. That
labour and industry of every kind, would thus find
new excjtement,-that the mouey thus expended
among ~mr own citizens, would be money well invested. That public works designed fot the good
of the whole are those in which there is the icast
danger of a profligate expenditure of the public
money. That a novel and unexampled impulse
would thus be given to the pecuiiar ingenuity and
genius of our people.
. The case is one, in which the people will look to
and confide in their Representatives, to inspire a
noble and generous public sentiment. The patronage of such a work should first proceed from
the State, the whole people having the deepest interest in establishing those principles upon which
its useful results to all parts of the State, are hereafter to be applied. In great undertakings it is often that something must be hazarded, some responsibility assumed. The hazard is here avoided, for
your Committee have, as they think, wisely and
prudently, proposed to a careful people, a set of
measures which will best secure them against delu. sion, and all consequent loss. The State has already set on foot an enquiry into the practicability
and expediency of the project for a Railroad to the
Hudson. This enquiry from unavoidable circumstances has not been perfected. To stop half
way would be derogatory to the character of the
State, and in the opinion of your Committee
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offensive to the people, who always expect consistency in their Representatives, and are looking anxiously for the result of these investigations.
The Committee therefore propose the formation of
a Board through whom these investigations may
best be made, and those principles thoroughly inquired into, upon which the Railroad system shall
be introduced into the State,_'._by whom also, those
preparatory measures may be adopted which will
become indispensable, in the event of the construction of the Roads, thus economizing time and money. In such a Board of patriotic citizens, assuming the responsibility and the labom: without reward, the Committee think the public will have' the
highest pledge for impartiality, fidelity and intelligence. This too will be in conformity to the precedents of some of our most eqlightened sister
States, and in the opinion of your Committee highly
pleasing to our constituents.
, With these views, and embracing these principles,.
they submit a Bill.
By order of the Committee,

L. M. PARKER, Chairman.

.
In the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and twenty-eight.

AN ACT,
To Provide for Internal Improvements by Rail
Roads.

BE

I
SEc . . I.
it enactedbythe Senate'andHoust
2 of Representatives in General Court assembled, and
. 3 by the authority of the same, That

4 are hereby appointed a Board of Directors of
5 Internal Improvements, whose duty it shall b
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to superintend all the necessa ry arrangements
in the manner hereafter provided, to carry in to
effect the provisions of this act ; that the said
Board shall have power to form such rules for
their proceedings as they may deem proper, a
majority of whom shall form a quorum. That
in case of the death or resignation of any one
or more of the said Directors, the vacancy
shall be supplied by the said Board, subject to 1
the revision of the Legislature. That the said
Board of Directors shall receive no compensation for their time or services, but all their expenses incurred in the performance of the duties hereby required shall after being allowed by
the Governor and Council, be p~id upon his _
warrant out of the Treasury.
SEc. 2. Be it further enacted, That the said
Directors are hereby autho rized to appoint on
such terms as they may think just and reasonable, to be removed at the pleasure of said
Board an Engineer or Engineers, not exceeding
two in number which said Engineer or Engineers shall be authorized and required under
the direction of the said Directors, the authority of the States of New York and Rhode I land
being for that purpose first obtained, to exam:
ine and survey all such Routes or lines as
the said Board of Directors may think necessary, between Boston westward to the Hudson
River, and between Boston anrl Providence, to
enable them to detenuine the most eligih 1
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16 Route, over which to construct a Railroad be17 tween the points aforesaid and after having
18 completed all the surveys and ~stimates of ex19 pense which the said Engineer or Engineers
20 may deem necessary, and submitted the same
2 1 with all necessary maps and profiles to the
22 consideration of the E1,aid Directors, together
23 with his or their opinion in the , premises, he 01·
24 they shall under the direction of the said Di25 rectors proceed to locate and stake out a line
"26 of Road of such · width as the said Board shall
27 deem prop~r, from Bo~ton, westward to the
28 Hudson River, and also from Boston to Provi29 dence in the State of Rhode-Island, or over any
SO part of the said Routes, in such course as they
31 the said Board shall consider the best interests·
32 of the Commonwealth require.
33
That the said Board may employ such sur vey•
311, ors, assistants and other persons, with such com35 pensation as they may deem reasonable, as in
36 their opinion may be necessary in order to en37 able them to perform all the duties imposed by
38 this act.
I
SEc. 3. Be it further enacted, That the said
2 Board_of Direct9rs are hereby authorized to
3 receive gifts and grants of land in the name of
4., this State, over which said Roads may be lo5 cated, to become absolute in the event of such
6 roads being constructed and also of any money,
7 materials or other things, which individuals or
8 corporate bodies may offer for the constr~ction
9 of said Roads.
2 H
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4. Be it further enacted,

That the said
Directors, are hereby empoweted to
3 make such prdvis iOI1al arrangement with the
4 Governments of the States of New York and
5 Rhode Isiand, in relation to the construction of
6 the aforeilaid Railroads through their respec.:
7 tive Territories as they may think proper, or
8 with such individuals or , corporate bodies in
9 those states as may fof that purpose, be auio thorized, shbjett hbwev~r to the future coiittol
11 of the Legtslature.
12 The said Board of Directors are hereby fur.:.
13 ther authorized to receive proposals from cor14 porations or individuals, for contributions either
15 in money or other things, towards the construe.:.
16 ti,n of the sai:d Roads Clr any part of the same;
17 to the end that the ,state may know upon what
18 terms such contributions may be had; and fur:.
i 9 ther they are required to make repbrt at every
20 successive session of the Legislature, and at
21 the next session of the Legislature, or as soon
22 thereafter as may be; as to the expense and
23 best mode of constructing the said Roads,
24 whether the said Roads should be constructed
25 by the State alone, whether in part by the State,
26 and in pclrt by individuals or corporations, or
27 whether by the latter alone, and on what terins
28 and conditions the means necessary for the con29 struc'tion of the said Roads may best be provided1
1 SEc. 5. Be it further enacted, That the said
· 2 Board of Dirnctoi·s, shall from time to time pre:.
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