
H. R .... No. 58. 

MESSAGE. 

Gentlemen of the Senate and qf 

The House of Rep;esentatii•es. 

His Excellency Governor Forsyth of Georgia has 
forwarded to me, for the purpose of having laid 
before this Legislature, a Report adopted by the 
two branches of the General Assembly of that State, 

on the subjects of the Tariff and of Internal Im-. 
provements. This Document denounces as fla
grant usurpation, the exercise of the power, on the 
part of the General Government, to encourage 
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Domestic Manufactures or to promote Internal 
Improvement, and in no equivocal terms of opposi• 

tion and determined resistance, invites the con

currence of such of the States as may approve of 
these principles, and gives notice to those which 

may dissent from them, " that Georgia, as one of 
" the contracting parties to the federal constitution, 
" and possessing equal rights ' with the other con

" tracting party, will insist upon the construction of 

" that instrument, contained in said report, and will 

" submit to no other." 
How far ,declarations, thus threatemng the very 

existence of the Confederacy, are called for by any 

occasion, or in what better manner they can be 

met, than with a sad and reproving silence, I re

spectfully submit to your <lispassionate considera

tion. That they are directly opposed to the senti
ments of this Leg'islature, many recent votes and 

measu_res will distinctly and emphatically testify; 

That they would he disapproved, on reference to 

our Constituents, cannot be doubted . The concur
i·ence of Massachusetts in the political doctrines 

avowed in thy report, could not have been antici

pated ; and the receipt of the Document .may 

therefore, the rather be regarded, as notice to her, of 

- ·determination not to subm-it to that cq_nstruction of 
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the Con~titution, which probably, will be maintainell 

Jiere, with a purpose as firm, if not in language a:s 

a rdent, as shall eoforce the Hesohes of her sister 
State. 

LEVI LINCOLN. 

Conncil Chamber , F ebruary 20, 18:!F.l . 
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