
SEN A'fE ....... N o. 10, 

Jn Senate, Feb. 13, 1828. 

THE Joint Committee on public lands, to ·whom 

was referred so much of His Excellency's' Message, 

made at the opening of the present session of the 
General Court, as relates to the publ~c land~ in the 
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State of Maine, which have been divided and as
signed the past year, by the Commissioners under 
the act for the separation of Maine from Massachu
setts, to be held in severalty by the two States, with 
accompanying documents, &c. And also relating 
to what measures it may be necessary for the Le
gislature to take, if any, regarding the remaining 
duties of said Commissioners ; have had the seve
ral subjects under consideration, and have exam
ined the plans, field books, and deed of assignment, 
by which it appears that this Commonwealth now 
hold in severalty in the State of Maine, a valuable 
tract of territory, and which is particularly valua
ble for the growth of Pine Timber with which it 
abounds, the great, and continued expense neces
sary for protecting the growth against the depre
dations of trespassers, and also the continual risk of 
its being destroyed by fires, are, in the opinion of 
your Committee, nearly, or quite equal to any ex
pectation that will probably be realized, by an ad
vance in the price, especially when taken into ac
count, the progressive advancement in value of the 
land more remote, by the judicious sale of that 
nearer at hand. Your Committee therefore, are 
unanimously of the opinion, that the interest of 
this Commonwealth will be advanced, by having 
the lands sold, whenever they are called for, by a 
regular and unforced demand. 

In relation to what 9uties remain to be per
formed by said Commissioners, we are of opinion 
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that it is not necessary at this time, for the Legis
lature to take any order thereon. Your Commit
tee ask leave to Report the following Resolves. 

Which are respectfully submitted, 

Per order, 

JONATHAN DWIGHT, Jr. Chairman. 

Resolved,-That the field books, plans and other 
documents relating to the public lands in the State 
of Maine, reported by the Commissioners, ap
pointed under the act for separating the District 
of Maine from ::Wassachusetts Proper, &c. to have 
been by them divided and assigned in severalty to 
this Commonwealth the past year, be deposited 
and placed on the files of the Land Office. 

Resolved,-That the Agents appointed by rn
solves passed the thirtieth day of January 1823, 
be, and they are hereby authorized, and empower
ed, to take such measures as they may deem ad
viseable, for selling the lands now belonging to this 
Commonwealth, situate in the State of Maine, ly
ing south of the Monument line so called, also the 
land situate northerly and westerly of Moose head 
lake, and the islands in said lake, either at public, 
or private sale, and upon such terms and condi
tions, as they may judge to he for the interest or 



• 

4 

this CQmmonwealth, with authority to convey the 
same by good and sufficient deeds. Provided how
ever, That the aggregate of sales shall not exceed 
the number of six townships, together with the 
Island in said lake called Sugar Island. 
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