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H. R.—No. 14.

Commons aaltli oî Mas aochus cita.

House o f Representatives, Jan. 28, 1829.

The Select Committee of this House to whom 
have been re-committed sundry Resolutions, rela
tive to proposed amendments of the Constitution, 
which were submitted by the same Committee on 
the 19th inst. respectfully REPORT—

That in respect to the subject matter of the se
cond Resolution, they are convinced that no 
amendment of the Constitution can be devised, 
which will have the effect to reduce the number of 
Representatives, to provide for “ a representation 
o f the people o f the Commonwealth, founded upon 
the principle o f equality,” and at the same time to 
secure to towns the corporate privileges which 
they already possess. The number of towns in 
the state is now so large, and the population of the
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towns is so singularly unequal, that, in the opinion 
of the Committee, it must be conceded that a dis
trict system in some shape is the only expedient, 
by which equality o f representation can be com
bined with a diminution o f numbers. If the nu
merous small towns which are entitled to elect on
ly one representative are in no manner to be de
prived of that privilege, the larger towns cannot 
be required to make a sacrifice of their equal 
rights, which must result exclusively to their own 
disadvantage, "While therefore a reduction of the 
number of Representatives can only be effected by 
a partial surrender of corporate privileges, a sys
tem for this purpose must be so adjusted, that all 
the towns, large or small, shall be ¡required to make 
proportional concessions. Let it be determined 
with a tvise regard to the public interests, of what 
number of members the House of Representatives 
shall consist ; and let the Representatives be ap
portioned amongst the several parts of the State 
in such manner, that while the “principle o f equal
ity'’ is practically recognised, suitable provision 
may be made for the accommodation of the multi
plied local interests, which it is the province of le
gislation to consult, to foster, and to protect.----
These objects were embraced in the Resolution 
submitted by the Committee ; and after renewed 
deliberation they are convinced that it is not in 
their power to suggest any other mode by which
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the same result can be so conveniently and cer
tainly attained.

For the reasons which have been stated, the com
mittee have no alternative but to recommend the 
passage of the second Resolution as originally re
ported.

In respect to the Resolutions generally, the 
opinion of the Committee remains unchanged, that 
they comprise a system of reformation, conformed 
to the principles of our Government, and peremp
torily required by a proper regard to public con
venience and economy. They furnish an easy 
method of effecting an important reduction of the 
expenditures of the State, and of thus relieving 
the Treasury from the embarrassment incident to 
its present condition. The Committee, therefore, 
have again unanimously agreed to recommend the 
passage of all the Resolutions.

By order of the Committee,
S. 0 . PH ILLIPS, Chairman.
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