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SEN A 1,E ..... N o. 2. 

To the Hon. Senate and House of Representa

ti'lJes of the Commonwealth of lYI assachu

setts, in General Court assembled. 

THE Warden of the State Prison, on whom by the 
Lnw of the Legislature of the 15th of f ebruary 18~6, 

/ devolved the duty of superintending the erection of a new 
Prison "within the limits of the State Prison yard,'' 
with due deference deems it to be proper, and con
formable to custom, on the completion of such duty, to 
announce the same, and report thereon to the compe
tent authority, and respectfully Reports as follows: 

The Cells are erected on a foundation of stone about 
9 feet deep, covered with platform stones of 9 to 12 
feet long, and 1 to 3 feet wide, in conformity to the 
Plan accepted, and located on the easterly side of tho 
yard, as approved by His Excellency the Governor, and 
the Hon. Council. There being 304 solitary cells in 
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four stories, in one block, all of granite, covered at top 
with large and securely fitted flooring stones, each 
cell having a distinct ventilator, in the back or partition 
wall opposite the door, a wrought iron door, with grat
ings in the upper part, to enable the convict to read, a 
lever-spring-lock and iron bedstead, each cell being 7 
feet long, 7 feet high, and 3 feet 6 inches wide. On 
the sides, where the cell doors present themselves, are 
stone galleries, 3 feet wide, inserted into the block, on 
a level with the floors of the cells, and supported by 
cast iron pillars, and in the three upper stories, wrought 
iron railings, which latter at the same time prevents ac
cidents to the convicts, by falling off, as they are march
ed by divisions along the galleries to their cells. These 
galleries extend on both sides, from the stairs, the whole 
length of the block. The stairs being double, and at 
the south end, lead to the galleries on the respective 
stories, and are well sustained by cast and wrought iron 
pillars, and railing. The ends of the steps are also in
serted into the end of the block. The north end pre .. 
sents a perpendicular surface without galleries, stairs 
or doors. Exterior to the block of cells, at the distance 
of 9, feet, are erected walls of Quincy granite, 4 feet 
thick, rising to the level of the top of the upper story 
of cells, being SS feet high, having one entrance only, 
and that in the centre of the west walk, closed by a 
double wrought iron gate. In this wall, on each side, 
are 118 grated and glazed windows, from 1 foot wide 
by 3 long, to 2 feet wide and 3 feet long ; 9 windows in 
the south end, and 5 in the north end, 4 feet square, 
double grated und glazed, making in all 245. Over 
the whole is elevated a strong and securely slated hyp
ped roof, through which are 20 skylight windows, se-
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curely grated and glazed, 5 ventilating and 4 flue chim~ 
nies, all of granite. Through the casing of the sky
lights, and tfue chimnies, are apertures for ventilating the 
roof, and for dissipating the foul air from the area of 
the cells. To three of the chimnies are attached light
ning rods. From the top of the cells to the top of the 
external walls, a secure and heavy flooring, plastered 
underneath, prevents the possibility of reaching the atic 
or top of the cells except through -an ironed scuttle at 
the south end, which is secured by two strong locks. 
:But an escape from the roof would be impracticable, as 
the chimnies and windows are all securely grated. Thus 
.an area of 9 feet wide, and six feet without the galle
ries, presents itself from the platform to the above floor
ing, admitting a view of every door and gallery -from the 
·platform. On the north end, and elevated 14 feet above 
the platform, is a safety watch-box, with an alarm bell 
suspended outside of the Prison, at the command only of 
the officer in the box. The building is warmed by 4 
Lehigh stoves, placed in the exterior angles of the area, 
with funnels conveying heat to the centre, comprising 
500 feet of funnel. The length of the €xternal wall 
outside is 200 feet, the breadth 46, being built of un
hammered granite. 

On the east side of the Prison, in the centre, and in 
the best well within the Prison yard, is erected a forc
ing pump, conveying water into the area of the cells, 
and thence through extended leaden pipes around the 
north end, into a reservoir in the New Prison Cookery, 
affording excellent water for the general supply of the 
convicts. Across the south end of the Prison, on the 
outside, and on a level of the sills of the upper story of 
windows, is erected a gallery the whole width, offering 



a ready inspection and command of the area and stair
ways, and which is approached by another gallery across 
the eastern wing of the Old Prison, and a platform lead
ing from the Old to the New Prison, on which is a 
watch box. Under this platform, which is 18½ feet 
high, is a massive iron gate, 18 feet high, filling the 
space between the New Prison and the old, and revolv
ing on its axis perpendicular to the horizon. This gate 
is opened and closed by the watchman on the south 
wall, or on the platform, and secured at either of these 
places, affording great facility and convenience. 
Through it all the teams pass into the prison yard, and 
when closed, it forms a receiving yard at the end and 
back of the New Prison, without having access to the 
convicts. The Prison is lighted by 16 lamps, affording 
sufficient light for seeing a man on the galleries, stairway 
and area, from the inspection or outside gallery. By 
signal bells, communication is kept up between the 
Watches in the area and the guard room. On the 
western front of the Prison, commencing 15 feet south 
of the entrance, and extending 90 feet north to within 
30 feet of the end of the Prison, and 30 feet wide; and 
attached to the Prison, is the Cookery, Porch and School 
room, securely grated and glazed, the walls of unham
mered granite, with slated roof, and 1~ grated and gla
zed skylights, and 11 grated and glazed windows in the 
walls. The whole found to be a necessary appendage 
to the New Prison. The Cookery has a cistern to con~ 
tain 4000 gallons of water, supplied from the gutter on 
the roof of the New Prison ;-a reservoir to contain 
2000 gallons, supplied by the forcing pump before men
tioned ;-a bakery and oven; a washery, privy and 
drain-all of which are in the northern section of the 
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building. In the centre, next to the New Prison, is a 
steam boiler, from the Sing Sing Prison, a highly useful 
and convenient machine, which cooks for the convicts 
at a reduction in the expense of the fuel used for that 
purpose of $1 per day. The fuel used is Lehigh coal. 
Opposite the boiler is the ordinary furnace, only used 
while cleaning the boiler, or in case of accident. Then 
follows' a sink, and a series of tables from which the 
food is passed, through apertures, to the convicts, as. 
they march from labor, in divisions, by single files,. 
through the porch to their cells, where they all eat their 
meals in solitude, in concurrence with the judicious 
recommendation of the Hon. Board of ln~pectors. The 
cookery is floored with brick, and the porch with 
granite. The school room is for the use of the Sunday 
school, where the convicts can be taught, without chance 
of escape, night or day, and without interrupting the 
silence of the New Prison. This massive pile of build
ings contains about 11,000 tons of granite, 20 tons of 
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cast and 45 tons of wrought iron ; and is constructed 
in the most permanent and the best adapted style of 
architecture, affording convenience, safety and facility 
of discipline, and caleulated to resist the elements, and 
even the encroachment of time. Under Providence no 
accident has happened during its erection. 

In many respects the Warden has followed out the 
plans of his worthy predecessor. He has had the un
wearied aid of Mr. Daniel Russell, Jr. the master ma
son, and is indebted to Louis Dwight, Esq. Secretary 
to the Prison Discipline Society, for many valuable sug
gestions. 

The Warden has assiduously exerted his faculties in 
the construction of this edifice, and has with diffidence 
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combined some of his own plans, with the original ; and 
hopes and trusts that it may meet with the approbation 
of the Legislature. The cost of the New Prism¾ and 
appendages is $84,995 88 ; and the balance due the 
Prison from the Commonwealth for building the same, 
for materials and labor, is $22,024 28. 

The Warden begs to avail himself of this opportunity 
to make a statement of the general affairs of the Prison. 

The Walls of the Prison yard have been completed 
during the past summer, many repairs have been made 
on the Pickets, also the roofs of the old buildings re
paired or slated, a new Blacksmith Shop built, which 
with the old Cookery, now appropriated as a workshop, 
and which was much wanted, affords but scarcely suffi
cient shop room for the number of Convicts and the 
branches of labor in contemplation for them. 

All the new buildings and arrangements in them are 
well adapted to the purposes designed, and the objects 
of the late law for the government of the Prison. Of 
the Chapel and o'ld Shops and their arrangements and 
location, it is proper to state that they will require re- \ 
building, and particularly the Chapel, in order to per-
fect the whole, and to insure facility of inspection while 
the Convicts are at labor. The most defective part of 
the buildings and of the whole Establishment is the 
Hospital, both in regard to location and arrangement ; 
and notwithstanding some recent improvements made 
therein by a stone partition across the West end of the 
arch, circumstances call aloud for an entire change in 
that department. The Hospital now being in the East-
ern wing of the old Prison, does not admit of any atten-
tion by which to render it compatible with what has 
recently and justly been termed the " morality of archi 
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tccture," without incurring a greater expense than would 
arise from erecting a new bnilding for that purpose. 
The Eastern wing is and will be useful as a receiving 
store, Paint Room and Clothes Room, and for the re
ception of supernumerary Convicts if occasion should 

I demand it. But the Western wing is a mere useless 
pile in the present state of the Institution. Entertain
ing these views of the old building, and the conviction 
that a new Hospital is nccessar.y, the Warden would re
spectfully suggest the propriety of taking down the 
Western wing (if a better plan is not bffered) and of 
applying the materials to the building of a new Guard 
Room, Mess Room, Office and Hospital on the South 
end of the New Prison, so as to admit of ready inspec
tion and communication between them, and obviate the 
expense of a Gate Keeper, as is the case at Sing
Sing and Weathersfield; to reduce the height of the 
centre building so as to proportion it to the Eastern 
wing, and which is required in order to its durability 
and strength ; and of the materials to construct a chapel 

/ on the end of the New Prison Cookery, and with the 
remaining unsaleable Stone, to erect a permanent wall 
from the Southeast angle of the Prison Wall to the wa
ter near the Bridge to supply the place of the present 
Pickets. The Store being then unoccupied, might be 
fitted up and let to the officers at from $200 to ,$300 
per annum. The present Guard Room and Officers' 
Quarters, with alterations and repairs might supply the 
place of a house for the Warden if it should be deemed 
necessary for him to "reside within the limits of the 
Prison Ground," or, be appropriated to the use of the 
Chaplain and other Officers. From the peculiar con
struction of these buildings, it must be acknowledged 
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that it is not very easy to decide on the most judicious 
application of them. And in connection with this diffi
culty, the fact that the Prison ground extends only 2¼ 
feet from the base of the Southeast wall, and that the 
proprietors of land on that side might erect buildings 
which would overlook the Prison yard ; and hence be 
too near the Hospital, if located as heretofore proposed, 
should be kept in view and known to the Legislature. 
In justice to those who located the old buildings and 
the Wall, it may be remembered that they were, as well 
as the arrangements made, and discipline established 
in this Prison among the earliest essays towards the 
Penitentiary System, and that they were justly and pro
perly approved of as models at the period in which they 
arose. They present monuments of the efforts of the 
humane and charitable in extending to the abandoned 
the means of, and inducements to reformation ; while 
more recent establishments, in other states of the Union, 
have been more or less indebted to the experience gain
ed in this Prison, for the hitherto greater perfection of 
;their own similar Institutions. 

In conformity to law, all intercourse among the Con
·victs during the day is now prohibited, except in pres
,ence and hearing of an officer, for purposes of instruc
tion in new employments. No intercourse can take 
place in the night, except in the Hospital, where it can
not be prevented. No intercourse, verbal or written, 
with their relatives or any persons without the Prisonr 
no conversation with even their officers, except for pur
poses of instruction, or to ask for orders and make ne
cessary reports. The overstint was abolished among 
the first acts of the present Warden, it being obviously 
pernicious to the objects of the Institution. He has 
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nevertheless witnessed its effects in some cases, in 
which its earnings have been remitted to the suffering 
families of the Convicts, in n manner highly gratifying 
to the cause of humanity, obscuring the evils conse
quent upon this privilege, and vouching for the spirit of 

I ptJrity and benevolence in which it originated. The 
convicts are now constantly employed for the benefit of 
the Commonwealth, and always under inspection. 
They: are now in solitude at meals, in-solitude at night, 
and in silence during the day; not being allowed even 
to walk abreast in the yard, unless the labor in hand 
renders it necessary for them to do so; and are march
ed in 7 Divisions, by single files, from cells to labor and 

1 abor to cells, each Division under the command of 
an overseer ; the ·warden or Deputy superintending the 
whole. All offences of convicts are punished in hear
ing of the other convicts after they are locked in their 
cells. Punishments are inflicted in the erea of the cells. 
Such. seclusion with the solitude of the cells, and the 
system of discipline established with the concurrence of 

1 ;the Board of Inspectors, and sustained by a judicious 
·Code of By Laws, it is believed is already producing 
salutary effects on the conduct and character, temper 
and feelings of the Convicts, in taming the fe1:ocious, 

.and compelling the abandoned to commune with them
selves. The spirit of insubordination, and moroseness 
of temper, once so manifest among them, have .subsided; 
hence punishments are few, aud never severe. The 
Sunday School under the laudable and devoted man
.agement of the Reverend Chaplain, exhillits great ad
·vances in the progress of acquirements by the convicts, 
and the almost daily interviews which the Chaplain has 
individually and in rotation with t 1em, in 1vhi h they 
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receive moral and religious instruction, as well as his 
daily services in the Chapel, are no less useful than his 
admirably adapted discourses on the Sabbath. 

The Laws of the Commonwealth for the government 
of the Prison are wise and adequate in their general 
provisions ; in some of the details, however, experience 
shows that improvements might be made. The Ration, 
since adding the Rye Coffee, is healthful and well 
adapted to enable the Convicts to labor except during 
the summer months, when it would be conducive to 
their healths and efficiency, to substitute for the Pota
toes (which are thought to be pernicious during those 
months) other vegetables, Beans, Peas or Rice, not to 
exceed the cost of Potatoes. The provision for clothing 
is very minute, and in Jackets und Trowsers, supera
bundant; while there is no provision for Hats, Caps or 
Beds, nor for sufficient Stockings and Shoes ; and as a 
yearly quantity is indicated for each Convict, it is found 
deficient to mete out proportionate quantities to those 
convicts whose sentences expire within the year, or who 
have not sentences embracing periods of complote years, 
and in some occupations they necessarily wear out 
many more clothes than in others. The Warden would 
1mmbly suggest that a provision by law, that the convicts 
shall be decently clad in coarse Prison C_lothing and 
have sufficient bedding and blankets to prevent suffer
ing from cold, during their sentences, would tend much 
to reduce the expense of the Institution. As the law is 
now, the convicts set up claims to all the clothing it 
allows, though they may not need it, and to the neces
sary articles besides, such as caps, &c. It may be said 
that a remedy may be resorted to for these inconven
iences without recurring to legislation ; but as the law 
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is definite in its provisions on these subjects, the remedy 
must arise from forced construction or evasion of it, 
always dangerous and untenable expedients. 

The Warden on further experience is more convinced 
of the inutility of marking those convicts who are dis-

/ charged from a second commitment, and believes that 
its congeniality with the Penitentiary System and the 
spirit of the age is doubtful, and humbly hopes that that 
part of the law may be repealed. As regards the health 
of the convicts, and causes of disease and Hospital ar
rangements, the Heport of Dr. Walker to the Honora
ble Board of Visitors (a copy of which is annexed) and 
who has made many useful innovations in his depart
ment, is referred to. 

As regards the Officers of the Institution, their atten
tion, promptitude and industry has been secured by as
signing to each, as far as possible, his particular duties. 

The decline in the demand for hammered stone, as 
well as in the value of labor generally, has been severely 
felt by the Institution during the last year, and the re
sult of the year's operations closing on the 30th Septem
ber last, will be shewn by the annexed abstract of the 
Accounts of the Prison, lodged in the Treasurer's office. 
Nor has there been any improvement since, particularly 
in stone ; and it has consequently been found necessary 
to introduce other modes of employing the convicts ; 
and Carving, Coopering, Brushmaking and Nailing, 
have been resorted to ; but it will be obvious that every 
new employment mue:t be unproductive for a season, 
until the convicts can be instructed in it, and the mode 
of prosecuting it systematized ; at the same time that 
the expenses are augmented by the cost of implements 
with which to conduct it, the fitting up of the shops, 
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and the loss of stock and materials, while the convicts 
are learning, should be kept in view. These facts will, 
it is believed, sufficiently account for the necessity the 
,v arden will be under of soliciting a grant of a conside
rable proportion of the amount which appears to be due 
the Institution from the Commonwealth for building the 
New Prison, in order that he may meet his engage
ments eady in the ensuing quarter. In a general view, 
the affairs of the Institution may be said to be prospe
rous, and there is reason to hope that in a few years it 
will be able to support itself. 

As regards the Chapel and shops, their defects might 
be supplied without much augmenting the expenses of 
the Institution. 

As regards the Hospital, experience may suggest 
means of obviating some few of its defects. 

The Convicts were located in the New Prison as early 
as the 3d of October last ; but subsequent necessary al
terations, additions and improvements, were found ne
cessary, and delayed the final completion of the edifice 
until the 6th inst. 

As there were a considerable number of convicts p:rr
doned during the last year, the Warden has endeavored 
to learn the history of their conduct and pursuits since 
their liberation ; and except in one instance he has not 
been able to trace any aet of those who have been 
pardoned that militates against the dictates of moral 
reotitude ; and it is gratifying to be able to state that 
several of them are pursuing highly useful and praise
worthy avocations. 

The Warden has observed that his predecessors in 
the office he now holds, and those persons in charge of 
similar establishments in other States, have rendered 
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annual Reports, giving general views of the operations 
in, and the requirements of the Institutions under their 
charge ; and he hopes that in submitting the foregoing, 
somewhat in detail, he will be allowed to have endeav
oured to perform his duty, without being deemed ob
trusive. 

With profound respect, 

WILLIAM AUSTIN, Warden . 

Mass. State Prison, 
D ecember 7th, 1829. 



Abstract from the Prison Records, Sept. 30, 1829. 

No. of Convicts, September 30, 1828, 
" Received since, . 

Discharged on Expiration of sentence, 
Sentences remitted, 
Died, . 

Remaining September 30, 1829, 

290 
79 

369 
82 
19 
6-107 

262 

No. committed since 1805, 
Discharged on Expiration of sentence, 
Pardoned and Sentences remitted, 
Escaped and not retaken, 
Died, 
Discharged by Court, 
Remaining September 30, 1829, 

2,255 
1,461 

385 
17 

120 
10 

262 
-- 2,255 

Of the whole number discharged there have returned on 2d commitments, 263; on 3d, 27; on 4th, 8 ; and on 5th, 5; and of 
these 36 were of those who had been pardoned, or whose sentences had been partially remitted.-Of the 262 now in Prison, 123 
are from Massachusetts; 14, Maine; 7, Vermont; 1, New J ersey; 8, New York; 13, Rhode Island; 5, Vermont; 12, Connecticut ; 
18, New Hampshire; l, North Carolina; 2, South Carolina; 3, Maryland; 3, Virginia; 6, Pennsylvania; 1, Louisiana; and the 
following Foreigners :-3 from West Indies ; 1 Guinea; 1, Portugal; 2, France; 20, Ireland; 2, Nova Scotia; 1, Newfoundland ; 
11, England; 2, Scotland; 2, Holland. There are 29 Black and Mulato, and 3 Indian Convicts. 

Their ages at the time of commitment, were as follows :-29 from 15 to 20 years old; 59, 20 to 25; 69, 25 tu 30; 40, 30 to 35, 
28, 35 to 40 ; 16, 40 to 45; 9, 45 to 50; 9, 50 to 55; 1, 55 to 60 ; 1, 60 to 65 ; 1, 65 to 70. 
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Abstract from the Prison Records, Sept. SO, 1829-continued. 

Store Breaking and '!'heft, . 
Passing Counterfeit Money, 
Burglary, 
Common and Notorious Thieves, 
Assault, with intent to rape, 
Assault with intent to murder, 
Assault and Battery, 
Assult and Larceny, 
Assault, felonious, . 

1 for 9 months. 
13 " 1 year. 
1 " 15 months. 

13 " 18 months. 
1 " 20 months. 
2 " ' 22 months. 

37 " 2 years. 

3 
1 

33 
1 
7 

15 
35 

CRIMES FOR WHICH THEY WERE SENTENCED. 

164 
17 
17 
15 
6 

11 
4 
2 
4 

Fraud, 
Forgery, 
Arson, 
Adultery, 
Horse Stealing, 
Bestiality, 
l\1alicious Mischief, 
Perjury, 
Murder-sentences commuted, 

LENGTH OF SENTENCES. 

for 2 1-2 years. l for 5 1-4 years. 
"23-4" 2 " 51-2 " 
" 3 " 5 " 6 " 
" 31-3 " 2 " 61-2 " 
" 31-2 " 19 " 7 " 
" 4 " 1 " 71-2 " 
" 5 " 7 " 8 " 

12 
2 
2 
3 
1 
1 

41 

' 

1 
9 
4 
2 
1 
1 
1 
1 
2 

for IO years. 
" 12 " 
" 14 " 
" 15 " 
" 17 " 
" 20 " 
" Life. 

-C.JI 



Abstract from the Prison Records, Sept. 30, I 829-continued. 

EMPLOYMENT OF CONVICTS. 

Cutting, Breaking, and Wheeling Stone, 80 Yard Lumpers, 3 

Team Hands, 8 Washers, 6 

Job Carpenter, I "\Vaiters, 7 

White Smiths, &c. 11 Painter, 1 

Blacksmiths, 12 Patients in Hospital, .... 5 er.> 
Oakum Pickers, 9 Attendants in do. 3 
Wharf Lumpers, 10 In Solitary, 2 

,f 

Shoemakers, 13 Carpenters on New Cookery, 7 
Carvers-let to Contractors, 4 Masons on do. 7 

Coopers, 6 Lumpers on do. 28 
Tailors, 18 l\'laniac, I 
Cooks, !) Idiot, I 
Barbers, 3 lnvalids, 7 
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ABSTRACT OF ACCOUNTS. 

DR. Disbursements (for 1 year, to Oct. 1, 1829) and Income. CR. 

To Expense Department, for Wood, Oil, &c. &c. 4,432 40 

To Clothing Department, 4,407 73 

Cw To Provision Department, 8,169 40 

To Hospital Department, 363 00 

To Pay of Officers, 

To Prisoners Discharged, 

To Transportation of Prisoners 

. 13,171 55 

274 93 

541 11 

Dollars, 31,360 12 

By Stone Department, 6,317 65 
By Labor Department, viz :-

Convicts on New Prison, at 50 cts. per day, 13,574 50 
Do. on Cookery, at do. do. 20 00 
Do,1 on External Walls, 
Do. on Blacksmith's Shop, 
Do. on Jobbing Work, 

By Fees of Admittance, received for admitting 
Strangers, 

By Sales Sundry Mdse, 
By Fixtures and Tools, 
By Profit and Loss, 
By Stock Account, for Balance-being expense 

of supporting the Convicts over and above 
their earnings, 

709 00 
148 75 

1,012 4J 

413 50 
J,502 20 

57 14 
5 27 

7,599 70 

Dollars, 31,360 12 

--.;J 
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ABSTRACT OF ACCOUNTS-CONTINUED, 

DR. 

To Disbursements and Income, 
To Charges on Stock, for demands ex1stmg 

against the Institution, not rendered to the 
Commissioners, 

To Repairs, External Walls, . 
To Repairs, Prison Roof, 
To New Blacksmith's Shop, 
To Balance, 

Stock Account. CR. 

7,599 70 

796 73 
1,670 05 

708 76 
619 50 

34,110 38 

By Balance, 30th Sept. 1828, per Report of the 

Board of Commissioners, appointed by His 

Excellency the Governor, on State Prison 

Accounts, . 45,505 12 

Dollars, 45,505 12 Dollars, 45,505 12 

It will be observed, that though the Balance of the Stock Account is $11,394 74 less than it was last year, $2,998 31 
is for Repairs of Real Estate, and the New .Blacksmith's shop; thereby augmenting the value of Real Estate in that amount, 
which will be exhibited whenever an Account of Real Estate may be taken.-The Stock of Stone on hand 30th Sept. 1828, 
has since depreciated in value from 12 1-2 to 15 pr. cent, and affects that Account in that proportion. 

I 

o:i 



' ... 

ABSTRACT OF ACCOUNTS-CONTINUED. 

DR. Commonwealth of .,_llr'Jassachusetts. CR. 

To Amount expended on the New Prison for 
Material! and Labour of Convicts up to Oct. 
1st, 1828, per Commissioners' Report, 

51,167 30 
Less for this amount due the Convicts 

for Overstint, payable on discharge, 578 35 

To Amount paid for Materials for the New Pris-
on to Sept. 30, 1829, 

To Labor of Convicts on do. to do. 
To Overstint paid Convicts to do. 
To paid for Materials for New Prison Cookery, 

to Sept. 30, 
To Labor of Convicts on do. to do. 

50,588 95 

14,777 48 
13,.574 50 

599 31 

10-5 13 
20 00 

Dollars, 79,66.5 37 

By Cash received from the State Treasurer on 
Account of the New Prison up to Oct. 1st, 
1828, 2.'i,000 00 

By Do. to March 31st, 1829, 15,000 00 

By Do. to Oct. 1st, 1829, 22,971 60 

By Balance to new Account, 16,693 77 

Dollars, 79,665 37 

' 
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ABSTRACT OF ACCOUNTS-CONTINUED. 

DR. Commonwealth of Massachusetts. CR. 

To Balance, Sept. 30, 1829, • 16,693 77 
To Amount of Mater-ials for New Prison since, to 

Dec. 7th, - - 2,189 71 
To Labor of Convicts on do, to do. - 18 00 

By Balance to m1w Account, - 22,024 28 

To Overstint due Convicts on do. earned previous to 
the present Wardenship, - - - - 124 61 

To Labor of Convicts on New Cookery to Dec. 7th, 905 00 
To Amount of Materials for do. to do. - 2,093 19 

Dollars, 22,024 28 22,024 28 

To Balance Dec. 7th, 1829, - - 22,024 28 

Stateraent <if the Finances of the Prison, Sept. 30th, 1829. 
To Amount of Notes Payable, 
To Amount of Cash advanced by the Warden, 
To Balance, -

- 4,083 03 
- 242 17 

- 19,503 32 

Dollars, 23,828 52 

By Amount due from sundry individuals, - - 7,134 75 
By Amount due from the Commonwealth, Septem-

ber 30th, - - 16,693 77 

Dollars, 23,828 52 

Of the $ 7,134 75 due from individuals, $2,234 12 is considered bad, or of a very doubtful charaster; and 536 43 due from for-. 
mer contractors, and disputed by them, is now in 1;uit at Law. 

E . E. Mass. State Prison, Dec. 7tli, 1829. 
WILLIAM AUSTIN, Warden. 

N) 
0 
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To the Hon. Board of Visitors of the Massa
chusetts State Prison. 

GENTLEMEN-

The number of Patients admitted into the Hospital of 
this Institution during the year ending Oct. 1, 1829, has 
been 323. The aggregate number of day's labor lost by 
the sick in the Hospital has been 2518. The number of 
deaths, (as will be seen by the schedule annexed) has 
been six. The Clerk's account will show the gross ex
pense of the Hospital, including the Apothecary's Bill of 
$39 79, to be $363. If from this sum be deducted 
$185 85 (being the value of 2518 Rations at 7~ cents 
eaeh, which Rations would have been served to the Con
victs had they not been in the Hospital) we shall have the 
net expense of the Hospital $174 15, a sum much less 
than has been formerly expended for medicines alone. 

It has formerly been customary in this Institution for 
the Physician to excuse from labor such of the Convicts 
as he thought unable to perform their tasks. The 
amount of labor thus Jost by patients thus invalided, 
half and quarter stinted, &c. has been vastly greater 
than that of the sick actually in the Hospital ; yet no 
account of this has been kept in the Hospital: none has 
been rendered to the Government, nor does the law re
quire the same to be done. 

At the present time a Book is kept in each Depart
ment for the reception of the names of a 1 applicants for 
medical aid. No Convict can visit the Hospital without 
having his name thus registered, nor can this be done-
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unti] the Overseer of the Department be satisfied of its 
necessity. In the Hospital is kept another book which 
is in reality a transcript of the books of the different de
partments. In the margin of this book, and opposite 
the name of each app]icant, the Physician notes at his 
visit each morning, what he thinks necessary for the 
patient. If he thinks him sick enough, he admits him 
to the Hospital; gives him medicine, lightens his labor, 
or notes him "Impostor," as the case may be. These 
remarks are immediately copied into the books of the 
different dep~rtments, and sent to the Overseers. By 
this means an understanding is constantly kept up be
tween the Hospital and each department, and imposi
tion becomes much more difficult. Since the adoption 
of this plan, tho number of applieants for admission to 
the Hospital has diminished from between twenty and 
thirty a day, to about six or eight. These cases are 
critically examined by the Physician every morning, and 
an effort is made to be at once just to the Government, 
and humane to the Convicts. No one is invalided for a 
term exceeding eight days, nor is this indulgence ex
tended without a new examination of the case. It is 
apprehended that an examination of the books of labor 
in the different departments (where alone can be found 
an account of labor lost by indulgence of the Physician) 
will show a saving of some thousands of days in favor 
of the present plan. 

lt will be readily seen that the Physician cannot dis
charge his duty in the manner above stated, without 
close personal attention and great expense of time. Yet 
does not the fiscal good of the Institution, as well as the 
moral good of the Convicts, and the safety of the Prison 
require that this duty should be thus discharged? 
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In the treatment of diseases in this Institution, great 
evil is experienced from the necessity of entrusting the 
execution of the Physician's orders to the convicts them
selves. Seldom shall we find a nurse among them who 
is at once sufficiently intelligent, faithful and honest. 

/ The Physician may prescribe, but he must be wise in
deed· if he be able to detect eyery case in which his 
prescriptions are neglected, altered or disobeyed. 

In future there will be great inducements for the con
victs to seek admission to the Hospital, as it will con
stitute the only place where they can associate without 
having the vigilant eye of government upon them. The 
Physician is of opinion that much labor might be saved 

1 to this Institution, at the same time that the moral good 
of the convicts and the safety of the Hospital would be 
secured, by the appointment of a guard whose duty it 
should be to prepare and administer the medicines pre
scribed by the Physician, to be always in the Hospital 
during the night, and most of the time during the day. 

I am with the greatest deference, 

/ Most respectfully yours, &c. 

WM. J. WALKER, 

Physician Mass. S. Prison. 
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OBITUARY for the Year ending October 

1st, 1829. 

WILLIAM MARSH, aged 47 years-Nov. 25, 1828. 
Chronic diarrhrea ; body examined eight hours after 
death; head not examined. Thorax: in the cavity of the 
pleura were from three to five pints of fluid, the right 
lung adhered pretty firmly to the pleura, the left did not 
at all. The lungs were very genera1ly filled with Tu
bercles, the upper lobe of the right side was more dis
organized by them than the other parts, and here some 
of them were softened. Heart natural. Abdomen, the 
stomach and intestines, moderately distended with fla
tus. Mesenteric glands enlarged and hardened. Spleen 
enlarged to about four times its natural size, its color a 
Hght slate with livid spots. Pancreas of almost a carti
lagino1.1s consistence but not enlarged. Liver natural in 
size and shape, but the gall bladder contained about 
thirty calculi, the largest of which did not exceed the 
size of a pea. The cystic duct was contracted to a 
very small size. Kidneys natural. 

CHARLES DANA, aged 28 years, died April 17, 1829. 
Phthisis; body examined six hours after death. Head 
not examined-neck, several scars from scrophulous 
abscesses, many of the glands enlarged and one con
taining a quantity of pus. Thorax. The right lung ad
hered universally to the pleura castalis, at its anterior 
part were traces of recent inflammation, from the great 

4 
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disorganization, its lobes could not be distinguished. 
Two-thirds of what would have been its upper and mid
dle lobe were occupied by an abscess containing the 
matter of softened tubercle and some fluid pus. This 
cavity was crossed in different directions by membra
nous bands and communicated directly with one of the 
large ramifications of the trachea. In the lower part 
of this lung was a smaller vomica containing fluid pus, 
lined by a membrane, and communicating freely with 
one of the air passages. Left lung crepitated in parts 
and was not adherent to the pleura, but many taberclcs 
in a crude state were scattered through it, there were 
also several small vomicce, and one containing about 
3ij. of pus. Pericardium contained from 3iv. to ~vj. 
of fluid that coagulated spontaneously on standing a 
few minutes. Abdomen-liver large but apparently 
healthy; stomach healthy; spleen and Pancreas natural; 
mesenteric glands enlarged. On the surface of the 
small intestines were eight or nine patches of small tu
bercles and corresponding to these the mucous mem
brane was ulcerated. 

Jos1AH LARABY, aged 34 years, died April 28th, 1829. 
Chronic diarrhrea. Examination eight hours after death 
-head not examined. Thorax-Lungs perfectly natural 
with the exception of a few old adhesions ; heart natu
ral. Abdomen-stomach and intestines, natural except 
slight traces of inflammation in the color, and this was 
more marked at the commencement of the large intes
tine than at any other part. Mesenteric glands enlarg
ed and hardened ; liver natural ; g_all bladder distended 
by bile of dark green color and tenacious quality ; 
spleen, pancreas and kidneys natural. 
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DAvm FREEBORN, aged 39 years, 10th June, 1829. 
Tubercular Phthisis. Lungs adhering to the parietes 
of the thorax, right more strongly than left, former had 
numerous abscesses filled with pus, and the whole lung 
was in such a state of disease that the finger could be 
pushed through any part of it with little effort. Some 
small abscesses in the left lung, and a number of hard 
tubercles. The pericardium adhered to the heart ; the 
abdominal viscera were healthy in their appearance. 

ALFRED CLARK, aged 44 years, 30th July, 18~9. 
Chronic diarrhcea. In this man the right kidney was 
twice as large as the left, and the mucous membrane of 
the ilium and ilio ccecal valve were slightly inflamed. 

This man was received into the Hospital early in 
May, suffering under the effects of Intemperance and 
long continued typhus, and remained sick until his 
death. 

ANDREW JACKSON, aged 23, Aug. 17, 1829. Tuber
cular Phthisis. On raising the sternum were found a 
number of lymphatic glands enlarged and hardened, 
some of these were an inch in diameter. The peri
cardium contained three pints of bloody serum, and 
it as well as the heart was covered by a newly formed 
false membrane which could be easily pulled off it. 
The lungs were almost universally adherent and tuber
culous ; omenturn thickened and hardened, intestines in 
many places covered with small miliary tubercles and 
these spots much thickened. 

J Total number, 6. 

-·~•-··-j 
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