
HOUSE ....... No. 18. 

To the Honorable House of Representatives. 

THE undersigned, Mayor of the City of Boston, begs 

leave to represent,-

That he perceives by a memorandum in the public 

papers that a bill has been introduced before your ho

norable body, and passed to a second reading, the object 

of which, if rightly apprehended, embraces a material 

change in the Charter of said City, by transferring to 

the Wardens and Inspectors of the several Wards, a 

power now vested in the Mayor and Aldermen. 

That he indulges a respectful confidence in the opi

nion that your honorable body will never advisedly per

mit any measure touching the chartered rights of the said 

city, or its constituted authorities, to be adopted, or even 

acted upon, without regular and seasonable previous 

notice, to the party interested-a privilege accorded to 

the hµ.mblest individual-That the charter of the city 

rests on the same legal and constitutional principles ae 
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other charters.-That it is no more competent to the 

Legislature to change its features upon motion or sug

gestion of an individual citizen, than it would be to 

vary or annul the provisions of a charter granted to a 

bank or insurance company, on application from a 

stockholder. And he also submits with the most 

entire deference, his full persuasion, that a practice 

of changing and modifying the city charter and 

laws, without a previous application either from the 

citizens or their government, though making provision 

for their subsequent consent, would be found pregnant 

with great trouble and inconvenience, not only to the 

Legislature itself, but to those who hold under their 

charters. 

That there seems to be no urgent reasons for the le

gislative body to assume the trouble of making changes 

in the provisions incorporated in particular charters, on 

the presumption or contingency of their being needed or 

desired ; until asked for by the parties interested, or de

manded by the evidence of great experimental abuse or 

disadvantage to the public. That in the present case, 

(so far as it is comprehended by the undersigned,) de

liberate and repeated investigation has been made into 

the subject by the City Council in successive years, the 

result of which demonstrates the full sense of the City 
Government in favor of the existing practice, and ad

verse to the proposed innovation. 

That so great and manifold are the disadvantages, 



corruptioJJ, riot, confusion and imposture, incident to 

constituting the Ward officers, tribunals to decide (amid 

the excitement ; of elections) on the qualifications of 

voters, in another ci:y, that application has been 

made by members of the City Government of another 

state to the undersigned, for transcripts of our laws and 

regulations, in the hope of producing reform, by 

their adoption. On the whole matJer, the undersigned 

would respectfully, in behalf of the City Government, 

pray that no measure affecting their charter or laws may 

be agitated without due notice served upon them in the 

usual form. 
H. G. OTIS, Mayor. 

29th January, 1830. 
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