
HOUSE ..... No. 23. 

~omn1onwta:ltb .of ~4fj&att,ttattttJ. 

IN SENATE, JANUARY 27th, 1830. 

'l'HE Committee of both Houses on Parishes and Reli
gious Societies, to whom was committed the petitions 
of Jonas Ball and others, James Rice and others, 
and Seth Chapin and others, for the incorporation of 
Religious Societies ; also the petitions of Nathaniel 
Tottingham and others, John T. Dunham and others, 
Major Goodsell and others, and Enoch W. Freeman 
and others, praying for the incorporation of Reli
gious Societies, and to be empowered to hold and 
maijage funds, beg leave to 

REPORT, 

That a careful examination of various existing stat
utes in relation to Parishes, Precincts and Religious 
Societies, and Public Worship and Religious Freedom, 
has induced the opinion, that all the purposes, desired 
by the petitioners, may be effected without spec_i~l acts 
of incorporation. · 
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By the Act of 1823, chap. 106, provision is made in 
the opinion of your Committee, that any number of per
sons not less than ten, may organize themselves into a 
Religious Society; and being so organized, "may 
choose all such officers, and transact all such business 
as parishes are by law authorized to choose and transact 
in the months of March and Ap1:il annually." 

By the Act of 1786, chap. )0, the inhabitants of Par
ishes are empowered to choose a Clerk, Assessors, Trea
surer, Collector, other usual parish officers, and a Com
mittee to manage their prudentials. 

By the same Act, it is provided, "that the qualified 
voters of any parish, may grant and vote such sum or 
sums of money as they shall judge necessary for the set
tlement, maintenance and support of ministers or public 
teachers of religion, and the building or repairing of 
houses of public worship." 

The duty of Assessors of " every parish, precinct or 
religious society in this Commonwealth" in assessing or 
levying taxes for the support of public worship, and all 
charges incident thereto, is prescribed in statute 1823, 
ch. 106, Sect. 3. 

By the 3d Section of Act, respecting Public Worship 
and Religious Freedom, passed June 18th, 1811, it is 
provided, " that in case any donation, gift, or grant, 
shall hereafter be made to any incorporate Religious 
Society, such Society shall have full power to manage, 
improve and use the same, according to the terms and 
conditions, on which the same may be made." 

If, however, the construction given by your Commit
tee to the existing statutes should not be sustained by 
the Legislature, still your Committee are of opinion, that 
all classes of our citizens should be protected in their con-
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scientious worship, without any reference to their systems 
of faith or religious creeds, provided the equal rights of 
others be not thereby infringed ; that the objects of the 
petitioners aforenamed, and others who may hereafter 
in similar circumstances associate themselves, for reli
gious purposes, may be better effected by a general and 
permanent law, than by private acts of incorporation. 

Your Committee therefore Report, that the several 
petitioners aforenamed, whose petitions accompany this 
report, have leave to withdraw their petitions. 

All which is respectfully submitted. 

Per Order, 
JOHN MERRILL, Chairman. 

IN SENATE, January 27, 1830. 

Read and accepted. 

Sent down for concurrence. 

PAUL WILLARD, Clerk. 
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