
HOUSE ....... No. 39. 

HousE OF REPRESENTATIVES, FEB. 11, 1830. 

The Committee of this House, to whom was recommit

ted a resolution proposing an article of amendment 

to the Consti'tution of this Commonwealth, in relation 

to the Election of the House of Representatives, to

gether with said proposed article of amendment, with 

instructions to report an amendment, restricting the 

whole number of Members of the House of Represen

tatives to about three hundred and fifty, and securing at 

the same time, as far as may be practicable, consistent

ly with that object, the rights of the several towns to 

choose their , rep~es~n~ati,ves i_n manner now provided _ 

by the Con~ti,tuti'on, a,sk ieave tQ submitthe following · 
. ' .. ' ' 

.J• 

REPORT, 

That with a view of allowing a more extensive lati

tude to the Legislature, in the formation of Hepresen-
1 
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tative Districts, in the manner, and upon the principles 

provided in the proposed article of amendment, and 

thereby to enable the Legislature to secure to a larger 

number of towns, the right to choose their Representa

tives in the manner now provided by the Constitution, 

and also in compliance with the instructions of the 

House, the Committee report, that it is expedient so 

far to amend the said article of amendment as to pro

vide, that the whole number of Representatives to be 

elected shall not exceed three hundred, instead of two 

hundred, as it stands in the article referred to them. 

And the Committee further report, that the said arti

cle of amendment be further amended, by the addition 

of the following clause immediately after the words 

" to elect each four Representativcs,' 7 viz. 

" And any District consisting of ·a single city or 

town, for each representative beyond one, shall con

tain a number of inhabitants one third larger, than the

general assumed number, for each additional represen

tative.» 

And the Committee further report, that it is expedi

ent further to amend said Article of Amendment, by 

providing that the compensation for the attendance of 

members, shall not be increased beyond the sum, which 

has long been established by custom in this Common

wealth, and for that purpose, that the following clanse 

he added to the last clause but two, being that which 

pJ:Ovi~es for the payment of members from the pµblic 
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Treasury, viz ; 11 but such payment for attendance shall 

not exceed two dollars for each day." 
,,.. With these several amendments and alterations, the 

Committee recommend the adoption of the said Arti
cle of Ameodment, and the resolution in relation there

to, with their opinion that the same ought to pass. 

All which is respectfully submitted. 

LEMUEL SHAW. 

For the Committee. 
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