
HOUSE ..... No. 40. 

To the Honorable the Senate and Hous-e of Representa

tives in General Court assembled, 

THE President, Directors, and Company of the Mid

dlesex Canal, having seen the publication of the Petition 

of John F. Loring, and others, for a Rail Road from 

Boston to Lowell, and the order of notice thereon, beg 

leave to present the following Remonstrance to granting 

the prayer thereof. 

In the year 1793, a number of persons were incorpo

rated for the purpose of making a Canal from Mel'ri

mack River to Boston. The Corporation was duly or

ganized, and the work was undertaken. When it had 

been completed for the aforesaid distance, it was found 

that it was necessary to make the Merrimack navigable, 

for boats, into the interior of New Hampshire, and the 

Corporation, jointly with some individuals, undertook to 

effect that object. 

1 



2 

The individuals who engaged therein were mostly pro

prietors in the Middlesex Canal, and were induced to 

engage, in these new works, in the hope of rendering 

the Middlesex Canal productive. That the Middlesex 

€anal Corporation contributed in the following propor

tions to build Locks and make Canals on the Merri

mack ; all of them, except the first mentioned, being 

within the State of New Hampshire. 

I. Wickasee] Locks and Canals, exclusively 

the Corporation's cost $12,000 

2. The proportion of 73 shares in 83 shares 

in the~Union Locks and Canals, which 

originally cosC$56, 772 73. Middlesex 

Canal's proportion 49,932 

S. 45 shares in 100 in the Isle of Hookset 

Canal, which cost 15,000. The pro-

portion of Middlesex Canal 

4. 106 share in 157, in Bow Canal and Locks 

-whole cost $21,000-Middlesex Ca

nal's proportion 

6,750 

14,115 

$82,797 

Thus the actual expenditure of the Middlesex Canal 

Corporation in these several works, a-

mounts to $82,797 
Which sum was derived from the income of 

the Middlesex Canal, up to the year 

Carried forward, $32,797 

) 
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Amount broughtforward, $82,797 

1818, during all which time no divi-

dends were made ; this comprised a 

period exceeding twenty years from the 

commencement of the making of the 

Middlesex Canal. That the interest on 

the amount expended in making the 

Middlesex Canal, and in making the 

river Canals, is supposed, (in a gene-

ral view sufficiently accurate for the 

present purpose) to have amounted up 

to the year 1818, to 450,000 

Amount paid for Middlesex Canal assessments 580,000 

$1,112,797 

Making the whole cost of each share about $1,391. 

That from the year 1818 to the present time, dividends 

have been declared in the Middlesex Canal of various 

sums, averaging twelve dollars and thirty-three cents on 

a share, annually. So that from an experience of eleven 

years, the actual value of the property is a capital of 

$206 to a share at 6 per cent., and consequently that 

there is a loss of the difference between $1,391 and $206, 

which is $1,185. The difference between the gros~ re

ceipts, and the sum divided, has been appropriated to 

repairs, and gradual renovation of the works, which 

were originally of wood, but have been in many instan

ces converted into stone, as the renovations became 
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practica~le and expedient; and the works will, with 

little more expenditure, become so permanent as to re

quire but a small sum for annual repairs. The improve

ments and renovations have been made in so substantial 

a manner, that if there should be no increase of trans

portation, the fair average value of a share would be, at 

least $300, leaving the absolute loss in future, on this 

supposition, to be only $1,091 on each share, amount

ing on 800 shares to $872,800 ! It will thus be seen, 

that an enterprize, originally undertaken by public spir

ited men for the general good, has failed to produce 

the intended effect; and has occasioned a very heavy 

loss to them. Many of the present proprietors are heirs 

of the original owners, and have been holding this pro

perty, in the hope, that the increase of income would 

e,entually he some indemnity for the original loss. And 

a class of other proprietors have come in, under the be

lief that the Canal had been so long before the public, 

and had been so far tested by the experiment of many 

years, that it was. a safe investment, and a permanent, 

and an increasing one ; and some persons acting for 

females and others, have invested money in this Corpo

ration, and at this time out of 800 shares, 400 are held 

by females, many of whom hold by heirship under ori

ginal proprietors. The proprietors aforesaid, further 

respectfully represent, that their costly experience has 

forced on them the conviction, that transportation, by 

a•y 0th.er mode than by the common road, on common 
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vehicles, cannot be profitable, compared with the una

voidable cost, in an agricultural country, in which the 

means of transportation constitute a part of the ordinary 

stock necessary in agriculture ; because these means of 

carrying can be used at a cost, which is less than can 

be afforded, on any artificial way. But when the arti

ficial mode is extended far intq the interior, there will 

be places of deposit at the extremities, and the conve

nience a:nd the saving are sufficiently attractive, to ex

clude the ordinary modes of transportation, and then 

there may be income enough to justify the expenditure 

for artificial ways. The Remonstrants have heretofore 

believed, that such a case would exist, if there were a 

Canal, or Rail Road, from Concord in New Hampshirn, 

(which is the present limit of the Canal carriage,) across 

to the Connecticut River; a distance not exceeding 

fifty miles ;-and they found their belief on the suppo

sition, that the whole of the upper valley of the Con

necticut River, would find it profitable to come down to 

the artificial way, on the eighty or one hundred miles 

of that river, which is now boatable, and then avail of 

the artificial way across to Concord, and thence to 

Boston. And they have also believed, that this would 

open a way to the City of Boston, for a great internal 

commerce, which is beyond the influence and attrac

tion of the great market of New York; and this be

lief has been further strengthened by the supposition, 

that if the only remaining obstacle, which is the con-
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necting of the Merrimack and the Connecticut, were 

removed, that the trade with Canada, and finally, that 

with the Great Western Lakes wm1ld be secured. 

The Remonstrants have long entertained the opin

ion, that the public enterprize of the citizens of Boston, 

and some of New Hampshire, and Vermont, would 

finally develope itself in this great work, under the pat

ronage of this State, and with such aid as might be ex

pected from the United States. 

With such views, the Remonstrants have upheld and 

maintained the water carriage to, and from Concord, 

in New Hampshire, and have awaited the ripening of 

public opinion, as to the best modes of facilitating an 

intercourse with the interior. 

In this state of things, the Remonstrants have been 

surprized by a Petition for a Rail Road from Boston to 

Lowell,-and are much embarrassed to decide, what 

course it may become them to adopt, on this occasion. 

On the one hand they are exceedingly reluctant to pre

sent any objections to any theories of public improve

ment, especially at a time when the best minds in the 

country, seem to be intent on effecting something:

but on the other hand, they respectfully venture to in

timate, that there must be some limit, in point of ra

tional principle, to the making of new adventures, un

der public sanction, to the serious injury of those under

taken in the favour of similar auspices. There are 

,certain acts which all the citizens of a community are 

( 

{ 
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held to perform ; as the making of roads for free use ; 

the maintenance of schools ;-paying _due proportions of 

all common charges. There are some other acts, which 

are undertaken by public authority, by individuals, in 

the hope of remuneration, as turnpikes, and a multi

tude of other enterprizes, designed for the purpose of 

public accommodation, or for those who choose to avail 

of them, and to give to the projectors a remuneration 

through the voluntary use. When the latter description 

of acts are done, it seems reasonable that no mere sub

stitute for the established accommodation, should be al

lowed, without an obvious necessity. If this be not so, 

it would seem that the patrons of the public welfare, 

and of private and expensive enterprize conducted un

der this patronage, will discourage all efforts of private 

persons to adventure for the public good. Before a new 

grant is made, in the nature of such substitute, it would 

seem to lie no more than natural justice, that the neces

sity for such substitute should be most obvious and im

perative. 

The Remonstrants take pleasure in declaring, that 

they join in the common sentiment of surprise, and com

mendation, that any intelligence, and enterprize, should 

have raised so rapidly an<l so permanently, such estab

lishments as are seen at Lowell ; and they cannot for

bear to add their testimony of the estimable talent, and 

respectable use of it, which distinguish the authors of 

these magnificent works.-But they must also add, that 
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the proprietors of these works have availed themselves of 

the Canal for their transportation, for some years, for all 

articles, except in the winter months, and except, also, 

some light manufactured articles ; that every effort has 

been made by this Corporation, to afford every facility, 

and it was hoped and believed to the entire satisfaction 

of the Lowell proprietors. The average annual amount 
of tolls paid by these proprietors has been only about 

four thousand dollars. It is believed that no safer or 

cheaper mode of conveyance can ever be established, 

nor any so well adapted for carrying heavy, and bulky 

articles. 

To establish, therefore, a substitute for the canal 

along side of it, and for the whole distance, and in many 

places within a few rods of it, and to do that which the 

Canal was made to do, seems to be a measure not call

ed for by any exigency ;-nor one which the Lcgisla-

, lature can permit, without impliedly declaring that all 

investments of money in public enterprises, must be 

subjected to the will of any applicants who think that 

they may justly benefit themselves, and that they may 

do it without regard to elder enterprizes, which have a 

claim to protection from public authority.-With regard 

then to transportation of tonnage goods, the means ex

ist for all but the winter months, as effectually as any 

that can be provided. There is a supposed source of 

revenue to a rail road from carrying passengers.-As to 

this, tho Remonstrants venture no opinion, except to 

{ 



say, that passengers are now carried, at all hours, as 

rapidly and safely as they are any ·where else in the 

world ; and if the usual time consumed in passing from 

one place to another, be three hours,-there seems not 

to be any such exigency to make that space of time half 

what it now is, as to justify the establishment of a rail 

road f)r that purpose merely, if the e_stablishment would, 

as it is thought it must, draw after it, eventually, all oth

er transportation.-To this the Remonstrant!! would 

add, that the use of a rail road for passengers only, has 

been tested by experience, no where, hitherto ;-and 

that it remains to be known, whether this is a mode 

which will command general confidence and appro

bation; and that, therefore, no facts are now before the 

public, which furnish the conclusion, that the grant of a 

rail road is a public exigency even for such purpose. 

The Remonstrants would also add, that so far as they 

know and believe, there never can be a sufficient in

ducement to extend a rail road from Lowell westwardly 

and northwardly to the Connecticut, so as to make it 

the great avenue to and from the interior, but that its 

termination must be at Lowell: and consequently that 

it is to be a substitute for the modes of transportation 

now in use between that place and Boston, and cannot 

deserve patronage from the supposition that it is to be 

more extensively useful. 

The experience of the Remonstrants justify them in 

a13serting, that there is no subject on which the theory, 

2 



and the practice of transportation, by artificial or facili 

tated modes, are more at variance. The Remonstrants 

folly believed, that if they could extend canal carriage 

to Concord and make the expense of transportation 

from that point to Boston, about one half of that in the 

usual mode, that the great trade which is carried on 

with Boston, and the country north and west of Con

cord, would concentrate at the lattor place; that wag

goning would terminate at that point, and that boating 

only would be used thence to and from Boston. Ex

perience has demonstrated, that more than two thirds 

of all that passes to, and goes from Boston, through the 

town of Concord, still goes on w aggons-notwithstanding 

the difference of price in the carriage. This is accounted 

for by the fact, that in such a country as ours, the habit 

of teaming cannot be broken up ;-and because the 

animals used in the draught, must be kept, and can be 

used, for transportation, when not needed for other pur

poses, at a small expense in addition to that required to 

keep them unemployed at home. But if the communi

cation were extended across to the Connecticut, there 

would probably be sufficient inducement to go first to 

the river, and then across from the point where the ar

tificial mode, between that river and Concord, would 

commence ;-it being an established axiom, that short 

routes, whether by canals, or rail roads, never can be 

profitable, while those of long extent may be. Near to 

the end of an artificial way, the income from carrying 
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is next to nothing; for example, between Boston and 

Billerica (to which through Medford and Woburn the 

canal is made) a distance of 18 miles, all the carrying 

done does not amount to two hundred dollars a year in 

tolls. To apply these suggestions to the proposed rail 

road to Lowell, can it be expected, that the stages 

which run from Hoston, through Lowell to the north, 

and west, will all stop at Lowell, and be there left by the 

passengers, and the rail road transportation assumed ? 

This is a point, on which the Remonstrants ought not, 

perhaps, to offer an opinion, but the projectors will possi

bly find, that stage owners will carry passengers between 

Boston and Lowell gratis rather than loose the carrying 

north and west of that place.-The competition is such 

now, that a passenger is carried to Concord for $1, to 

Hanover for $2. The Remonstrants state a fact with

in their knowledge, which they think, in principle, may 

operate elsewhere ; the distance from Concord to Salis

bury is 15 miles ; teamsters will bring and carry from 

Salisbury to Concord a ton weight for $3-and from 

Concord to Boston, which is 72 miles, at $4 50-in ad

dition for the ton, making seven dollars and a half, and 

will thus make the land carriage preferable. 

It is a circumstance not generally known, but of 

which these remonstrants have costly knowledge, that 

the barter payment made by those who buy in the sea 

port, to sell in the interior, brings down the cash value 

of transportation on waggons, to an average with that 
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required for transportation by artificial ways, though the 

former far exceeds the latter, nominally. 

The Remonstrants, therefore, respectfully ineist, 

Firstly, that th~re is no such exigency as will warrant 

the granting of the prayer for a rail road to and from 

Lowell. 

Secondly, that if that prayer be granted provision 

should be made, as a condition for granting it that the 

Remonstrants shall be indemnified for the losses which 

will be thereby occasioned to them. 

WM. SULLIVAN, ~ Co1nmitteeofDirectors 
JOSH. COOLIDGE, of J11.fddleaex Canal 

GEO HALLET 
to this_pu1pose duly 

• , authorized. 

Boston, Feb. 12, 1830. 
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