
HOUSE ...... No. 60. 

Reported by Messrs. G. ntake, of Roston; Tillinghurst, of Wrentham; 
Hudson, of Westminster. 

HousE OF REPRESENTATIVES, MARCH 4, 1830. 

The Committee of this House, to whom was recom
mitted the report of the Committee of the whole, pro
posing certain articles of amendment of the Constitu
tion of this Commonwealth, in relation to the election 
of members of the House of Representatives, together 
with said proposed articles of amendment, with instruc
tions " to report an Amendment of the Constitution 
"which shall provide that each city, town or district, 
"containing twelve hundred inhabitants, shall elect one 
"Representative, and that twenty four hundred inhabi
" tants, shall be the mean increasing number, for each 
"additional Representative; and that towns or districts 
"containing less than twelve hundred inhabitants, may 
" send one representative each, every other year, or be 
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"classed together, and send one every other yoar, at 
"their option,"-ask. leave to report the following 

RESOLVE. 

RESOLVED by both Houses, the same being agreed 
to, by a majority of the Senators, and by two thirds of 
the members of the House of Representatives present, 
and voting thereon, that it is proper and expedient to 
alter and amend the Constitution of this Commonwealth, 
by adopting the subjoined article of amendment; and 
that the same, as thus agreed to, be entered on the 
Journals of the two Houses, with the yeas and nays 
taken there011, and referred to the General Court next 
to be chosen, and that the same be published, to the end 
that if agreed to by the General Court next to be chosen 
in the manner provided by the Constitution, it may be 
submitted to the people for their ratification, in order that 
it may become a part of the Constitution of this Com
monwealth. 



ARTICLE OF AMENDMENT. 

The members of ~he House of Representatives shall 
be elected in the following manner. 

Each city, town, or district, containing twelve hun
dred inhabitants, may elect one Jlepresentative, and two 
thousand four hundred inhabitants shall be the mean, 
increasing number, which shall entitle any city, town or 
district, to an additional Representative. 

In every case where any town is now united to any 
other town, or to a District for the purpose of electing a 
Representative, such towns or districts, so united, are, 
and shall be considered, respectively, one town in all 
things respecting the election of Representatives as pro-

. vided for in this article. ,.. •/' ? J ~ · ~.., f , , ,. , 

Every town or district, 'containing less than twelve 
hundred inhabitants, shall be entitled to elect one Re
presentative each, every other year, and for this pur
pose the Legislature shall divide all such towns and 
districts within each county in this Commonwealth into 
two classes, as nearly equal as may be, and determine 
the time, and manner that each class may elect their 
Representative, as herein provided. And any contigu
ous town and district, or any two ·· @ contiguous 
towns, neither of which would, by the provisions of this 
article, be entitled to send one Representative every 
year, may, if they prefer so to do, unite for that purpose, 
in such manner as the Legislature shall provide. 

And to prevent the House of Representatives from 
becoming too numerous, the number of inhabitants 
which shall entitle a city, town or district, to elect one 



Representative, and the mean, increasing number which 
shall entitle it to elect Il)Ore than one, shall be propor
tionally increased, in the year of our Lord one thou
sand eight hundred and forty two, and every tenth year 
afterwards, so that the House of ·Representatives shall 
never consist of m9ro than three hundred and fifty mem
bers. 

Not less than one hundred members of the House of 
Representatives shall constitute a quorum for doing bu
siness.-And all the provisions of the existing Constitu
tion inconsistent with the provisions herein contained, 
are hereby wholly annulled. 
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