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HOUSE ..... No. 61. 

HousE OF REPRESENTATIVES, MARCH 6, 1830. 

THE Committee on the Judiciary, to whom was commit
ted the Bill to incorporate " The American Temper

ance Society," have had that subject under consider

ation, and respectfully submit the following 

STATEMENT. 

h appears from the first printed report of the Society, 

that it originated in January 1826. "A number of gen

tlemen then met at the V cstry of Park Street Church, 

Bost.on, to take into consideration the evils of intem

perance, and the importance of further exertions to re

strain them." A Committee was chosen "to devise a 

plan for the Society," and at an adjourned meeting in 

February, they reported a Constitution, which was 
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unanimously adopted. The preamble sets forth the 

evils flowing from intemperance, and the importance of 

endeavoring to check them. 

"Article 1. The Society shall be called The Ameri

can Society for the promotion of Temperance. 

"Article 2. The Society, at its commencement, shall - . 

consist of members elected by this meeting. 

'' Article 3. The Society shall, from time to time, 

elect additional members, as they shall judge expedient, 

always keeping in mind that elections are so to be made 

as shall best accord with the design of rendering this a 

national institution, and giving it the most extensive in

fluence possible." In Nov. 1827, the following article 

was added to the Constitution. 

"Article 4. Any person who has paid, or who shall 

pay, not less than $30 to the funds of the Society, shall 

become an honorary member thereof; and every per

son who has paid, or who shall hereafter pay, not less 

than $250, shall be an honorary Vice President of the 

Society." 

The other articles provide for meetings of the Socie

ty, &c., and prescribe the duties of the officers'. "The 

meeting then proceeded to choose fifteen gentlemen, to 

commence the proposed Society, according the second 

article of the Constitution." 

"At a subsequent meeting, .held March 12, 1826, the 

Society proceeded to choose eighty-four gentlemen, re

siding in the Northern and Middle States, as additional 
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members;" and tho Committee have been informed by 

one of the officers of the Society, that the whole num

ber of members is now about one hundred and fifty. 

The Society immediately commenced active operations. 

They employed an agent who visited different parts of 

the Commonwealth, and their first annual report states, 

" Besides extending the influence of the Society in 

Massachusetts, he spread our principles, and enlarged 

our list of patrons and contributors among pious and be

nevplcnt men of different denominations in the States of 

Rhode Island, Connecticut, New York and Pennsylva

nia." Since that time the operations of the Society 

have been continued, and are extending through the 

United States. One of their principal agents is now on 

a tour through the Southern and ·w estem States. It 
was stated to your Committee by an officer of the Soci

ty, that they had employed many agents, that there were 

now"'more than 1100 auxiliary Societies, that they are 

rapidly increasing, and that these contribute to th·e funds 

of the Society. 

The Committee take great pleasure in expressing 

their belief, that the Society have exerted a very pow

erful and beneficial influence in calling public attention 

to the important object of the association, and they re

joice in its success. The attention of the whole com

munity is now aroused to the evils of intemperance. 

Much has been done for the suppression c,f this vice

much remains to be done ; and they would deeply regret 
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that any course should be taken with the bill under con

sideration, which would have a tendency to lessen the 

exertions of this Society in so good a cause-the promo

tion of temperance. 

The Committee> however, feel it to be their duty, 

from the circumstances under which the subject was 

submitted to them, to state to the House, that the So

ciety have confined their elections, almost, if not quite, 

exchJsively, to those, whose views on certain religious 

subjects are supposed to be alike; and it has been 

frankly avowed by those officers of the Society with 

whom the Committee have had communication that, 

they wish to act with those who have the same common 

views and feelings. 

The Committee are all of opinion that this is an in

correct principle, for an association for such an object, 

as that of this Society. It is confiding to a part, what 

is equally interesting to all. The object is a general 

one-the suppression of a gross and degrading vice, 

whose ravages are confined to no party or denomina

tion, but extend throughout the community. The Com

mittee can perceive no connexion between endeavours, 

to suppress this vice, and any peculiar religious opinions. 

There can be none. There should be none. It must 

interfere with the usefulness of such a Society, to have it 

understood, that persons, however sincere in their en

deavours to promote its object, are not to be permitted 

to associate with them, for that purpose, on account of 
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a difference in religious belief. As stated in their ad

dresses to the public, they make their appeal to all be

nevolent men. They have taken the name of "Ameri

can:'' and assume to be a national Society. Liberal con

tributions have in fact been made by men whose theo

logical tenets differ from those of the members of the 

Society. They have given proof by their donations, 

that their "views and feelings," with regard to the pro

fessed object of the Society, are alike; and why, then, 

should they not enjoy the privilege of membership, in an 

institution which they have aided by their contributions? 

In the opinion of the Committee there is danger, that an 

exclusion of a part of the community on such grounds, 

may lessen the usefulness of the Society, and prevent 

such cordial co-operation between them and similar in

stitutions, as the great object to be accomplished re

quires. It is not to be expected that those who arc not 

thought worthy of confidence, who are not permitted to 

aid a Society in any way but by pecuniary contributions, 

-will long continue to aid in this mode. It may lead 

also to the suspicion, that the avowed object is not the 

only one, but that measures may be pursued to effect 

that, in such a manner as at the same time to promote 

others, in which the members feel a deep and common 

interest. 

There is a great difference between Societies of this 

description, and those for the support of public worship, 

and similar purposes-and those for the propagation of 
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what is deemed by the members to be religious truth. 

In those cases, moreover, the name of the Society gene

rally designates its character. 

The ostensible object of this association is the pro

motion of temperance, and the committee see no rea

son why it should not be open to all who are willing to 

associate for so good an object, and one in which tho 

whole community have in truth a common interest. It 
is public in its nature, and the object of all who asso

ciate to promote it, is or should be, the public good. 

By the ' fourth article of the constitution of this Soci

ety, any person who shall pay thirty dollars, may be

come an honorary member, and by the payment of two 

hundred and fifty dollars, any person may become an 

honorary Vice President,-but he cannot vote with tho 

Society in either case, unless he has been elected a rnem

her. 

The MASSACHUSETTS SocIETY FOR THE SUPPRESSION 

OF INTEMPERANCE, was instituted in 1812. This was the 

first association for this purpose. It led the way in this 

benevolent work, and is now in active and useful opera

tion. By their constitution, "Any person may become 

a member of the Society by subscribing the Constitu

tion and paying two dollars for the use of the Society, 
I 

as in tho case of original members." This Society is 

not incorporated. 

The Bill under consideration provides that the Socie

ty may hold real estate whose annual income shall not 
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exceed $1500-and personal estate of the value of 

,$30,000,-but there is no limit to the income that may 

be derived from Auxiliary Societies, extending through 

the country. The influence and patronage of such as• 

sociations may become vast. As the object is of gene

ral interest, and the funds are derived from general con

tributions, why should their management and disposal 

be confined to any one class ? The committee can see 

no reason. 

In the foregoing views, the Committee are agreed

but there is a difference of opinion among them, as to 

the expediency of passing this bill. The Petitioners

state that they believe their fund may be more effectually 

secured, if the parties interested are invested with cor

porate po~ers. Some of the committee are of opinion,, 

that a3 facilities of this kind have so freely been grant

ed by the Legislature, whether necessary or not, it is. 

expedient that the bill should pass, with an amendment 

in the name of the corporation. Others of the commit

tee are of opinion that the Legislature ought not to 

sanction an association of this nature by an Act of in

corporation, unless provision is made in it, that its pri

vileges shall be frne to all who will comply with certain 

regulations, as the payment of some certain sum, or by 

an annual payment, and they would propose amend

ments to that effect. They are not disposed to inter

fere with the right of tho Society to elect members 

also 
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There can be no doubt of the right of the Legisla

ture to enquire into the object of any petitions for an 

incorporation, and the principles on which it is to be 

conducted, nor of their duty to refuse a sanction of this 

nature, whenever in t_heir opinion required by the pub

lic good. 

Under the circumstances of this case, the committee 

( one of their number being absent,) have thought it ex

pedient to refer the subject again to the House with the 

foregoing statement, and to ask to be discharged from 

any further consideration thereof. All which is respect

fully submitted, by 

LEVERETT SAL TONS TALL, Chairman. 
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