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H ouse of Representatives, B oston, Jan. 12, 1831.

The Committee of this House, consisting ot one 
member from each of the Counties in the Common
wealth, to whom was referred the subject ol the propos
ed Amendments of the Constitution, and so much ol 
His Excellency the Governor’s Message as relates there
to, ask leave to Report, that, at a meeting, at which 
were present all the members of the Committee, with 
the exception only of those from the Counties of Essex 
and Franklin, the merits of the subject referred to them 
were very attentively examined and considered ; and 
the Committee are unanimously in favor ol recommend
ing the proposed articles of amendment for adoption.

GEO : BLAKE, Per Order.
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COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS.

In General Court at the January Session thereof,
A. D. 1830.

Resolved, by both Houses, the same being agreed to 
by a majority of the Senators, and by two thirds of the 
members of the House of Representatives present and 
voting thereon, that it is proper and expedient to alter 
and amend the Constitution of this Commonwealth, by 
adopting the subjoined article of amendment, and that 
the same, as thus agreed to, be entered on the Journals 
of the two Houses, with the yeas and nays taken there
on, and referred to the General Court next to be cho
sen, and that the same be published, to the end that if 
agreed to by the General Court next to be chosen in the 
manner provided by the Constitution it may be submit
ted to the people for their ratification, in order that it 
may become a part of the Constitution of this Com
monwealth.

\
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ARTICLE OF AMENDMENT.
The political year shall begin on the first Wednesday 

of January, instead of the last Wednesday in May ; and 
the General Court shall assemble every year on the said 
first Wednesday of January, and shall proceed at that 
session to make all the elections, and do all the other 
Acts, which are by the Constitution, required to be 
made, and done, at the session which has heretofore 
commenced on the last Wednesday of May. And the 
General Court shall be dissolved on the day next pre
ceding the first Wednesday of January, without any 
proclamation or other Act of the Governor. But noth
ing herein contained, shall prevent the General Court 
from assembling at such other times, as they shall judge 
necessary, or when called together by the Governor. 
The Governor, Lieutenant Governor, and Counsellors 
shall also hold their respective offices for one year next 
following the first Wednesday of January and until oth
ers are chosen and qualified in their stead.

The Meeting for the choice of Governor, Lieutenant 
Governor, Senators and Representatives shall be held 
on the second Monday of November, in every year; but 
meetings may be adjourned, if necessary, for the choice 
of Representatives to the next day ; and again to the 
next succeeding day, but no farther: but in case a sec
ond meeting shall be necessary for the choice of Rep
resentatives, such meetings shall be held on the fourth 
Monday of the same month of November. All the oth
er provisions of the Constitution, respecting the elec
tions and proceedings of the Members of the General 
Court or of any other officers or persons whatever, that 
have reference to the last Wednesday of May, as the 
commencement of the political year, shall be so far al-
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tered, as to havo like reference to the first Wednesday 
of January. This article shall go into operation on the 
first day of October next following the day when the 
same shall be duly ratified and adopted as an amend
ment of the Constitution ; and the Governor, Lieutenant 
Governor, Counsellors, Senators, Representatives, and 
all other State officers, who are annually chosen, and who 
shall be chosen for the current year, when the same 
shall go into operation, shall hold their respective offi
ces, until the first Wednesday of January, then next fol
lowing, and until others are chosen and qualified in their 
stead, and no longer. And the first election of the 
Governor, Lieutenant Governor, Senators and Repre
sentatives, to be had in virtue of this article, shall be 
had conformably thereunto, in the month of November 
following the day on which the same shall be in force, 
and'go into operation pursuant to the foregoing provision.

All the provisions of the existing Constitution, incon
sistent with the provisions herein contained, are hereby 
wholly annulled.

In the House of Representatives, February 2, 1330.
The foregoing Resolution and Amendment having 

been passed in this House, by a constitutional majority 
two thirds of the members present and voting thereon, 
having voted in the affirmative, the same are accordingly 
sent, to the Senate.

W. B. CALHOUN, Speaker.
In Senate, February 17, 1830.

The Resolution and Amendment aforesaid, having 
been agreed to, by a majority of the Senators present 
and voting thereon, the same are accordingly referred 
to the General Court next to be chosen and ordered to 
be published.

SAMUEL LATHROP, President,
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COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS.

In General Court at the January Session thereof.
A. D. 1830.

Resolved, by both Houses, the same being agreed to 
by a majority of the Senators, and two thirds of the 
Members of the House of Representatives present and 
voting thereon, that it is proper and expedient to alter 
and amend the Constitution of this Commonwealth by 
adopting the subjoined article of Amendment ; and that 
the same as thus agreed to, be entered on the Journals 
of the two Houses, with the Yeas and Nays taken there
on, and referred to the General Court next to be chosen, 
and that the same be published, to the end that if agreed 
to by the General Court next to be chosen, in the man
ner provided by the Constitution, it may be submitted to 
the people for their ratification, in order that it may be
come a part of the Constitution of this Commonwealth.



ARTICLE OF AMENDMENT.
The Members of the House of Representatives shall 

be elected in the following manner.
“ Each City, Town or District containing twelve hun

dred inhabitants, may elect one Representative, and two 
thousand four hundred inhabitants shall be the mean in
creasing number which shall entitle any city, town or 
District to an additional Representative ; and the number 
of Inhabitants in each city, town or district shall always 
be ascertained and determined by the next preceding 
Census, taken under the authority of the United States, 
if no provision for that purpose be made by the Legisla
ture of this Commonwealth.

In every case where any Town is now united to any 
other Town or to a District, for the purpose of electing a 
Representative, such towns or districts so united,, are 
and shall be considered respectively one town, in all 
things respecting the election of Representatives, as 
provided for in this article.

Every Town or district containing less than twelve 
hundred inhabitants shall be entitled to elect one Repre
sentative each every other year, and for this purpose the 
Legislature shall divide all such Towns and Districts, 
within each county in this Commonwealth, into two clas
ses, as nearly equal as may be and determine the time and 
manner that each class may elect their Representative, 
as herein provided. And any contiguous Town and 
District, or any two contiguous towns, neither of which 
would by the provisions of this article, be entitled to 
send one Representative every year, may unite and send 
a Representative every year, if they prefer so to do, in 
such manner as the Legislature shall provide.



7

Aud to prevent the House of Representatives from 
becoming too numerous, the number of Inhabitants, 
which shall entitle a City, Town or District to elect one 
Representative, and the mean increasing number which 
shall entitle it to elect more than one, shall be propor
tionally increased, if found necessary, in the year of our 
Lord one thousand eight hundred and forty-two, and 
every tenth year afterwards, so that the House of Repre
sentatives shall never consist of more than three hun
dred and fifty Members, who shall be paid for their tra
vel and attendance out of the public Treasury.

Not less than seventy-five Members of the House of 
Representatives, shall constitute a quorum for doing 
business. And all the provisions of the existing Consti
tution inconsistent with the provisions herein contained, 
are hereby wholly annulled.

In House of Representatives, March 5, 1830.

The foregoing Resolution and article of Amendment 
having passed in this House by a constitutional majority, 
two thirds of the Members present and voting thereon 
having voted in the affirmative, the same are accordingly 
sent to the Senate.

W. B. CALHOUN, Speaker.

In Senate, March 9, 1830.

The Resolution and Amendment aforesaid are agreed 
to, by a maj ority of Senators present and voting thereon.

SAMUEL LATHROP, President.
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Commonwealth of Massachusetts.

In House of Representatives, March 10, 1830.

Ordered, That the Clerk of the Senate cause the pro
posed Amendments of the Constitution to be forthwith 
published, three weeks successively, in all the newspa
pers printed in this Commonwealth.

Sent up for concurrence.

P. W. WARREN, Clerk.

In Senate, March 10, 1830. Read and concurred.
PAUL WILLARD, Clerk.

Commonwealth of Massachusetts.

Senate Chamber, Boston, March 13th, 1830. 

The foregoing is a true copy of Record.

Attest, PAUL WILLARD, Clerk of the Senate.


