
HOUSE....No. 9.

Reported by a Select Committee, v iz .; Messrs. Rantoul, Parker of Boston, 
Emerson, Claflin, Strong, Sage, Billings, Francis, Lewis of Roxbury, 
Kingman, Fish, Thaxter, Folger.

Cowwouioealtij of

In the year of our Lord One Thousand Eight Hundred 
and Thirty-One.

AN ACT

To ascertain the Ratable Estate within this Common
wealth.

1 S e c t . 1. B e it enacted by the Senate and House
2 of Representatives in General Court assembled, and by
3 the authority of the same, That the assessors for each
4 city, town, district, and other place, within this Com-
5 monwealth, for the year one thousand eight hundred
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6 and thirty-one, shall, on or before the first day of
7 October next, take and lodge in the Secretary’s of-
8 fice a true and perfect list, conformably to the list
9 hereto annexed, of all male polls, including negroes

10 and mulattoes, of sixteen years old and upwards,
11 whether at home or abroad, (distinguishing such as
12 are exempted from taxation,) and of all ratable
13 estate, both real and personal, lying within or adja-
14 cent to their city, towns, districts and other places,
15 (not exempted by law from paying State taxes) ex-
16 pressing by whom occupied or possessed, particularly
17 distinguishing such adjacent estates, and particularly
18 mentioning dwelling houses and shops under the
19 same roof, or adjoining thereto, shops separate from
20 them, distilhouses, tanhouses, warehouses and stores,
21 wharves, grist mills, fulling mills, saw mills, iron
22 works and furnaces, and all other buildings and edi-
23 fices of the value of twenty dollars and upwards, and
24 the number of tons of vessels and small craft of every
25 kind, upwards of five tons burden, computing the
26 same according to the rules established by the laws
27 of the United States, whether at home or abroad,
28 and the amount of each person’s whole stock in trade,
29 including all goods, wares, and merchandize, at home
30 or abroad, paid for or not paid for; also, those in
31 their hands by factorage, also government securities
32 of all kinds, particularly distinguishing securities of
33 the United States, and all other moneys at interest,
34 more than any creditor pays interest for; also the
35 whole amount of moneys on hand, including such as
36 may be deposited in any bank, or other incorporated
37 company, or with any agent, the amount of stock
38 held by the stockholders in any bank or insurance
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39 company, and shares or property in any incorporat-
40 ed company for a bridge, canal or turnpike road ;
41 and shares or property in any other incorporated
42 company possessing taxable property ; the number
43 of horses, neat cattle, sheep and swine of the respec- 
4 i  tive ages in the said list mentioned. And the said
45 assessors, in taking the said valuation, shall distin-
46 guish the different improvements of land, and return
47 the list in the following manner, viz.: The number
48 of acres of pasture land with the number of cows,
49 with all the after feed of the whole farm, the same
50 land will keep; the number of acres of tillage land
51 annually improved for that use 5 the number of bush-
52 els of grain and corn of all sorts the same will year-
53 ly produce ; the number of acres of salt marsh, with
54 the tons of hay annually produced therefrom ; the
55 number of acres of England upland and fresh mead-
56 ow mowing land, with the tons of hay of each sort
57 annually produced therefrom; also, all cow rights
58 and all woodland of every sort, and lands belonging
59 to any town or other proprietary, improved or unim-
60 proved ; also, the number of acres improved for
61 roads, and covered with water, according to the best
62 estimation of the assessors, and all such lands, the
63 owners and occupiers of which are holden to pay a
64 quit rent to Harvard College, pursuant to the direc-
65 tion of the original donor or donors, that the same
66 may be considered in the valuation, which may be
67 established in pursuance of this Act, excepting all
68 the estates belonging to Harvard, Williams, and Am-
69 herst Colleges, and to incorporated Theological In-
70 stitutions and Academies; and also, the estate be-
71 longing to the Massachusetts General Hospital and
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72 improved for the purposes of that Institution : Pro-
13 vided always, That the several articles of the produce
74 of the lauds, herein before enumerated, shall not be
75 taken into consideration in forming a valuation for
76 any other purpose than for ascertaining the relative
77 value of lands in the various parts of this Common-
78 wealth. And the said assessors shall cause all the
79 columns of the several articles contained in the sev- 
89 eral lists, to be carefully cast up and footed, and the
81 lists of the polls and ratable estates, to be taken as
82 aforesaid, shall be taken as of the first day of May
83 next.

1 Sect. 2. Be it further enacted, That the said as-
2 sessors, before they enter on this work, shall take
3 the following oath or affirmation, viz.: You, A. B.
4 being chosen an assessor for the year one thousand
5 eight hundred and thirty-one, do swear, (or affirm,)
6 that you will faithfully and impartially, according to
7 your best skill and judgment, do and perform the
8 whole duty of an assessor, as directed and enjoined
9 by an Act of this Commonwealth, made in the pre-

10 sent year, entitled “ An Act to ascertain the ratable
11 estate within this Commonwealth,” without favor or
12 prejudice. So help you God. Which oath or affir-
13 mation may be administered by such officers as are
14 now authorized, by law, to administer the usual
15 oaths to town officers. And each and every assessor
16 shall be allowed by the city, town, district, or other
17 place to which he belongs, the sum of one dollar and
18 twenty-five cents for every day, which he shall be
19 necessarily employed in doing the duties enjoined by
20 this Act.

1 Sect. 3. Be it further enacted, That if any asses-
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2 sor of any city, town, district, or other place, within
3 this Commonwealth, for the year aforesaid, shall re-
4 fuse to take such oath or affirmation, or, having ta-
5 ken the same, shall neglect or refuse to do and per-
6 form the duties required by this Act, or shall act in
7 any way fraudulently or deceitfully therein, he shall,
8 for each of those offences, forfeit and pay a fine of
9 not less than one hundred dollars, nor more than

10 two thousand dollars, at the discretion of the Court,
11 before whom trial shall be had. And every person
12 liable to be taxed, and not out of this Commonwealth,
13 on and from the first day of May next, to the first
14 day of August next, who shall refuse, or wilfully neg-
15 lect to give the assessors, in writing, and on oath or
16 affirmation, if required, (which oath or affirmation,
17 the said assesors are hereby respectively empowered
18 to administer,) a true account of all his or her rata-
19 ble estate, according to the true intent and meaning
20 of this Act, shall be doomed by the said assessors,
21 according to their best skill and judgment, to the full
22 amount of his or her ratable estate. And the oath
23 last mentioned shall be of the following form, viz. :
24 You, C. D. do swear, (or affirm,) that all your rata-
25 ble estate, conformable to this list, here shown by
26 you, doth not exceed this account, by you now ex-
27 hibited, according to your best knowledge and judg-
28 ment. So help you God. Provided nevertheless,
29 That every person conscientiously scrupulous of tak-
30 ing an oath, in the form required by law, who shall
31 be required to take either of the oaths aforesaid,
32 shall be excused therefrom upon solemnly and sin-
33 cerely affirming the truth of the declarations therein
34 contained, under the pains and penalties of per-
35 jury.



6

1 Sect. 4. Be it further enacted, That the Treasurer
2 of this Commonwealth shall forthwith transmit to the
3 sheriffs of the several Counties, a number of copies of
4 this Act, and of blank lists of the form prescribed
5 herein, sufficient for the use of the assessors of the
6 city, towns, districts, and other places, in their sev-
7 eral counties, who are hereby enjoined and required,
8 immediately on receipt thereof, to cause the same to
9 be delivered to the clerks of the city, towns, districts, 

10 and other places aforesaid.
1 S ect. 5. Be it further enacted, That the assessors
2 in each city, town, district, or other place in this
3 Commonwealth, for the year one thousand eight
4 hundred and thirty-one, shall, on or before the said
5 first day of October next, transmit to the Secretary’s
6 Office, a true and attested copy of the valuation, by
7 which the assessors of the said city, towns, districts,
8 and other places, made the state tax in their respec-
9 tive city, towns, districts or other places for the year

10 one thousand eight hundred and thirty. And all
11 fines and forfeitures, arising by this Act, may be re-
12 covered in the Supreme Judicial Court of this Com-
13 mon wealth, by action of debt, one moiety to him or
14 them who shall sue for the same, and the other moi- 
13 ety to the use of the Commonwealth; or by infor-
16 mation filed in the same Court, by the Attorney or
17 Solicitor General, in which case, the forfeiture shall
18 wholly accrue to the Commonwealth. And the Se-
19 cretary is hereby required to furnish the Attorney
20 and Solicitor General with a list of the city, towns,
21 districts, and other places, the assessors of which
22 shall neglect to lodge in his office a list of the polls
23 and estates agreeably to the provisions of the first
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24 section of this Act, to the end that they may be
25 prosecuted at the discretion of said officers.

1 S ect. 6. Be it further enacted, That the following
2 shall be the form of the list, for the valuation of the
3 year one thousand eight hundred and thirty one.
4 A list of the polls and estates, real and personal of
5 the several proprietors and inhabitants of
6 in the County of taken pursuant to an
7 Act of the Legislature of this Commonwealth, pas-
8 sed in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hun-
9 dred and thirty one, entitled an Act to ascertain the

10 ratable estate within this Commonwealth, by the
11 subscribers assessors of the said
12 duly elected and sworn.
13 Number of polls ratable, sixteen years old and up-
14 wards.
15 Number of male polls, not ratable, nor supported by
16 the town.
17 Number of male polls, supported by the town.
18 Number of dwelling houses.
19 Number of shops within, or adjoining to dwelling-
20 houses.
21 Number of other shops.
22 Number of distil houses.
23 Number of tan houses.
24 Number of w are houses and stores.
25 Number of rope walks.
26 Number of grist mills.
27 Number of carding machines, with their buildings.
28 Number of fulling mills.
29 Number of saw mills.
30 Number of small arm manufactories with their buikl-
31 ings.
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32 Number of slitting mills and nail machines.
33 Number of cotton factories.
34 Number of spindles in the same.
35 Number oflooms in the same.
36 Number of woollen factories.
37 Number of spindles in the same.
38 Number oflooms in the same.
39 Number of establishments for printing calico.
40 Number of bleacheries.
41 Number of paper mills.
42 Number of other mills.
43 Number of iron works and furnaces.
44 Number of glass factories.
45 Number of card factories.
46 Number of Barns.
47 Number of all other works, buildings, and edifices,
48 of the value of twenty dollars and upwards.
49 Number of superficial feet of wharf.
50 Number of tons of vessels and small craft of five
51 tons burthen and upwards, at home or abroad.
52 The amount of every person’s whole stock in
53 trade, including all goods, wares and merchandize,
54 at home or abroad, paid for or not paid for, and
55 also those in their hands by factorage.
56 The amount of securities of the United States, of
57 this state, or any other government, and at what rate
58 of interest.
59 The amount of monies at interest, more than any
60 creditor pays interest for.
61 The amount of money on hand, including such as
62 may be deposited in any bank or other incorporated
63 company, or with any agent.
64 The amount of stock held by the stockholders in
65 any bank or insurance company.



-y

66 Number of shares in any bridge, canal, or turnpike
67 road, and the value of such shares, with the an-
68 nual income thereof.
69 The number and value of shares, or the amount of
70 property in any other incorporated company, pos-
71 sessing taxable property.
72 Number of acres of tillage land, including orchard 
76 tilled.
74 Number of bushels of wheat.
75 Number of bushels of rye.
76 Number of bushels of oats.
77 Number of bushels of Indian corn.
78 Number of bushels of barley, raised on the said til-
79 lage land by the year.
80 Number of pounds of hops.
81 Number of acres of English and upland mowing, in-
82 eluding orcharding mowed.
83 Number of tons of hay, the yearly produce of the
84 same.
85 Number of acres of fresh meadow.
86 Number of tons of hay, the yearly produce of the
87 same.
88 Number of acres of salt marsh.
89 Number of tons of hay the yearly produce of the
90 same.
91 Number of acres of pasturage, including the orchard-
92 ing pastured.
93 Number of cows the same will keep, with the after
94 feed of the whole farm.
95 Number of cow rights.
96 Number of acres of wood land, exclusive of pasture
97 land enclosed.
98 Number of acres of unimproved land.
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99 Number of acres of land unimprovable.
100 Number of acres of land owned by the town, or
101 other proprietary.
102 Number of acres of land used for roads.
103 Number of acres of land covered with water.
104 Number of horses, one year old and upwards.
105 Number of mules and asses, one year old and up-
106 wards.
107 Number of oxen, four years old and upwards.
108 Number of cows, three years old and upwards.
109 Number of steers and heifers, of one year old and
110 upwards.
111 Number of sheep, six months old and upwards.
112 Number of swine, six months old and upwards.
113 The value and description of all other ratable
114 estate, not before enumerated.
115 The amount of real estates doomed.
116 The amount of personal estates doomed.

1 S ect. 7. Be it further enacted, That the Treasurer
2 of this Commonwealth shall cause to be ascertained
3 the number of acres of wild land situate in this Com-
4 monwealth, which are without the limits of any in-
5 corporated city, town, district, or other place, where
6 assessors are elected, according to law, (and which
7 wild lands are owned by non-resident proprietors,)
8 and the said treasurer shall cause a true and correct
9 list of the same to be made, and also of the several

10 counties, wherein the same are situated, and on or
11 before the first day of October next, the said trea-
12 surer shall transmit a copy of said list to the Sec-re-
13 tary of State for the time being.
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