
HOUSE....No. 17.

Reported by a Select Committee, viz.; Messrs. Farnum of Adams, Allen of 
Pembroke, Phillips of Boston.

<£owwowtoealtij of JUassactjusetts.

In the Year of our Lord one Thousand Eight Hundred 
and Thirty-One.

AN ACT

In addition to An Act entitled “ An Act for the orderly 
solemnization of Marriages.”

1 S e c t . 1. B e it enacted by the Senate and House
2 o f Representatives in General Court assembled, and by
3 the authority oj the same, That all persons under the
4  age of twenty-one years, desiring to be joined in
5 Marriage, shall produce to the Justice o f the Peace,
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6 or Minister, by whom the marriage is to be solemn-
7 izcd, a certificate in writing from the parent or guar-
8 dian, expressing their consent to the marriage.
1 S e c t . 2. Be it further enacted, That if any Justice
2 of the Peace, or Minister, shall join any person un-
3 der the age of twenty-one years, in Marriage, with-
4 out having such certificate presented to him, he shall
5 be liable to all the forfeitures, and incur all the penal-
6 ties, prescribed in the fifth section of the Act to which
7 this is an addition.
1 S e c t . 3. Be it further enacted, That the third and
2 fourth sections of an Act passed June 22, 1786, en-
3 titled An Act for the orderly solemnization of Mar-
4 riages, be and the same are hereby repealed.

The 3d and 4th Sections of the Act of 1786, pro
posed to be repealed, are as follows;

1 “ S e c t . 3. Be it further enacted, That all per-
2 “ sons desiring to be joined in marriage shall have
3 “ such their intentions published at their public
4 “ religious meetings, on different days, at three
5 “ days distance, exclusively at least from each
6 “ other, in the town or district wherein they respec-
7 “ tively dwell, or shall have their intentions of
8 “ marriage posted up by the Clerk of such town or
9 “ district, by the space of fourteen days in some

10 “ public place, within the same town or district,
11 “ fairly written, and shall also produce to the justice
12 “ or mimster, who shall be desired to marry them, a
13 “ certificate of such publishment, under the hand of
14 “ the clerk of such town or distr ict respectively ; and 
13 “ also, that the intention of marriage hath been en- 
16 “ tered with him fourteen days prior to the date of



17 “ such certificate ; and where a male under twenty- 
J 8 “ one years, or a female under eighteen years of
19 “ age, is to be married, the consent of the parent,
20 “ guardian or other person, whose immediate care
21 “ and government such party is under, if within the
22 “ Commonwealth, shall be first had to such mar-
23 “ riage. And in case the parties, or either of them,
24 “ live in a town, district, or place, where there shall
25 “ be no clerk, then publishment shall be made in the
26 “ town or district next adjoining, in manner afore-
27 “ said, and a certificate from the clerk of the same
28 “ town or district, of such publishment, and of the
29 “ entry of their intentions of marriage as aforesaid,
30 “ shall be produced as aforesaid, previous to their
31 “ marriage. Provided, That in regard to any Plan-
32 “ tation in the Counties of Cumberland and Lin-
33 “ coin, where the parties, not under the respective
34 “ ages aforesaid, shall have been inhabitants for the
35 “ space of twelve months, and shall live twenty miles
36 “ distant from such next adjoining town or district,
37 “ any justice or ordained minister belonging to this
38 “ Commonwealth may join them in marriage with-
39 “ out such certificate.

1 “ Sect. 4. That if at any time the banns of matri-
2 “ mony betwixt any persons shall be forbidden, and
3 “ the reasons thereof assigned, in writing, by the
4 “ person so forbidding the same, left with the town
5 41 or district clerk, he shall forbear issuing a ceitiii-
6 “ cate as aforesaid, until the matter shall have been
7 “ duly inquired into and determined before two jus-
8 “ tices of the same county, quorum unus. Provided,
9 “ The person, forbidding the banns shall within seven

10 “ days after filing the reasons as aforesaid, apply un-
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“ to two justices as aforesaid, and procure their de- 
“ termination thereon ; unless the said justices shall 
“ certify unto the said clerk that a further time is 
“ necessary for their determination on the reasons 
“ filed ; in which case the clerk shall forbear issuing 
“ a certificate, until the time there certified to be 
“ necessary shall expire, unless the justices shall 
“ sooner determine; according to whose deterrni- 
“ nation the clerk shall govern himself herein; and 
“ if the said justices shall determine that the reasons 
“ assigned by the person forbidding the said banns 
“ were not supported by the laws of the Common- 
“ wealth, then the person so forbidding shall pay 
“ all the cost that may have arisen in consequence 
“ of such objection; and the said justices shall 
££ make up judgment and issue execution accord- 
“ ingly.”


