
HOUSE....No. 55.

H ouse of R epresentatives, F e b . 24 , 1831.

The Committee on Agriculture to whom was referred 
the order “ to inquire into the expediency of adopting 
measures to promote the growing of the Mulberry Tree, 
and the Culture of Silk” have had that subject under 
consideration and ask leave to submit the following

REPORT.
The Committee have examined the subject attentive

ly and find it to be of much greater importance than 
was at first supposed. They are surprised to find how 
great a field is here open, and how long it has been ne
glected, they are satisfied beyond a doubt, that we have 
the power to produce and manufacture silk in this Com
monwealth to an immense extent, and that no difficulty 
is to be encountered either from soil or climate.

The nations of Europe are generally engaged in the 
culture and manufacture of silk. France, more than 
any other nation, derives her power and resources, 
mainly to this branch of her industry; her example has 
induced England, Holland, Germany, Prussia, and Swe
den to engage, with zeal in the same pursuits

The culture of silk is important in relation to the 
amount of silk imported and consumed in this country,
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which exceeds seven trillions of dollars, while the 
amount of bread stuff' exported is on the average less 
than six millions of dollars ! Facts like these need no 
comment; yet it is proper that we should bear in mind, 
that the vast sums thus expended for silk, in its various 
forms, are paid indirectly to enrich the Agriculture and 
Manufactures of other nations, the raw material of 
which may be produced here with as much certainty as 
cotton or any other staple product.

I he article of Silk has already been produced by a 
few of our citizens in small quantities, of a quality, not 
inferior to the best imported. Jonathan H. Cobb, Esq. 
of Dedham, has commenced the culture of silk with suc
cess, and has introduced some valuable improvements, 
especially in the art of reeling from the cocoon, and it is 
due to that gentleman, that the committee should re
mark, that it is from practical information communicat
ed by him, that they have derived some important facts 
in relation to this subject.

The state of society in this Commonwealth is well 
adapted to promote the successful culture of silk—it is 
an employment, in which females and children may be 

onourably and profitably engaged ; with the exception 
of planting the Mulberry tree, the whole labor may be 
performed by that class of the community. The Com
mittee feel warranted in saying that so soon as the arti
cle can be produced, a good home market will be found 
at such prices as to afford a profit on the expense and 
labour bestowed upon it. The White Mulberry Tree 
is easily cultivated, does not require the best soil, serves
a valuable purpose for hedges, and is highly ornamen
tal.

The Committee are satisfied that little capital is re-
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quired to commence the culture of silk, except that ca- 
pital which consists in knowledge. It is information 
which is the foundation of Agriculture as well as all 
other arts. Nothing is so well calculated to call the 
attention of the public to this subject as information, re
specting its value, and the means by which our citizens 
may avail themselves of the advantages which are con
nected with it; for the purpose of disseminating this in
formation the committee have thought it their duty to 
report the following resolution.

Which is respectfully submitted,
For the Committee,

ABEL W H EEL E R—Chairman.

ommontocaltij of JWassadjuaetts.

H ouse of R epresentatives, F e b . 24 , 1831.

Resolved, That His Excellency, the Governor, be re
quested to cause to be compiled and printed, a concise 
manual, to contain the best information respecting the 
growth of the Mulberry Tree, with suitable directions 
for the culture of silk—and that this manual be distri
buted in suitable numbers to every town in the Com
monwealth—That to defray the expense thus incurred, 
he be authorized to draw his warrant on the treasury for 
a sum not exceeding six hundred dollars.
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