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The Joint Committee of both Branches of the Legisla

ture, appointed to inqui_re whether "any Retrench

ment can be made in any of the Departments of the 

Government," and to whom were committed the pe

titions of the inhabitants of the town of Whately, in 

the county of Franklin ; and of the inhabitants of the 

town of Granby in the county of Hampshire, and the 

Communications of the Secretary, Treasurer, and 

Adjutant and Acting Quarter Master General; have 

considered the same, and ask leave to 

REPORT. 

From an attentive examination of the several subjects 
of expenditure, in this Commonwealth, that, of State 
Paupers, was considered the most important and most 
deserving particular examination. The enormous sum 
of more than sixty-eight thousand dollars expended the 
past year for their support, notwithstanding, nothing 
could be allowed for those between the ages of twelve 
and sixty, while competent to labor, induced a strong 
belief that there must be something wrong in the pre
sent system ; ' or in the construction and application of 
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the principles of the system. And your Committee 
were convinced, that in this case a very great retrench
ment might and ought to be made. From a further ex
amination of this subject, however, their attention was 
diverted, on learning, that the subject had been com
mitted to a Special Committee, in the House of Repre
sentatives. 

It has been the object of the Legislature, ever since 
the termination of the late war, to reduce the expenses 
of the Military Department. This was very effectually 
done after the separation of the state of Maine; when, 
by transferring the Quarter Master General's duties to 
the Adjutant General ; establishing the pay of certain 
staff officers of regiments, brigades, and divisions, and 
members of Courts Martial, and by effecting other salu
tary reforms in almost every branch of the system, the 
expenses thereof were very greatly reduced. While the 
Militia System is maintained, and the Commonwealth 
possess so large an amount of "materiel," the duties of 
Adjutant and Quarter Master General, in some form or 
other must be performed. From information obtained, 
your Committee are satisfied that no alteration in the 
Deputy Quarter Master's Department is expedient ; 
but that some reduction in the expenses of that of the 
Adjutant General may, without detriment to the public 
service, be made. But in this particular, they have for
borne to report any specific proposition, inasmuch as 
the Militia System, generally, has been committed to 
another Committee of the Legislature. 

To other Special Committees, also, have been sever
ally committed the subject of the Criminal Jurisdiction 
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and of the pay of clerks of courts and sheriffs. And as 
it respects the other subjects of expenditure, your Com
mittee are not aware that at the present time any con
siderable retrenchment can with pro,priety be made, 
they therefore ask to be discharged from the further 
consideration of the subjects assigned them. 

CHRISTOPHER WEBB, Per Order. 
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