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vision thereof, and with such civic and other associations or

organizations, as may be engaged in making an investiga-

tion and study of said railroad facihties for the purpose of

co-ordinating the activities of said agencies, associations and
organizations in carrying out said investigations and studies.

The commission shall also study the subject matter of cur-

rent house document number five hundred and eighty. Said

commission may call upon the department of public utilities

and other departments, boards, commissions and officers of

the commonwealth for such information as it may desire in

the course of its investigation. Said commission shall be
provided with quarters in the state house or elsewhere, shall

hold public hearings, shall have the power to summon wit-

nesses and to require the production of books, records, con-

tracts and papers and the giving of testimony under oath,

and may expend for expert, clerical and other services and
expenses such sums, not exceeding, in the aggregate, seventy-

five hundred dollars as may hereafter be appropriated there-

for. Said commission shall make a supplementary report to

the general court of the results of its investigation and its

recommendations, if any, together with drafts of legislation

necessary to carry its recommendations into effect, by filing

the same with the clerk of the house of representatives as

soon as may be, but in any event, not later than the first

Wednesday of November, nineteen hundred and forty-four.

Said commission shall, at the time of filing its supplemen-
tary report with the clerk of the house of representatives as

aforesaid, file a copy thereof with the governor.

Approved June 5, 1943.

Chap. 36Resolve validating the acts of mart catena loverme
as a notary public.

Resolved, That the acts of Mary Catena LoVerme of Med-
ford, formerly of Boston, as a notarj' public, between August
twenty-sixth, nineteen hundred and forty-two, and May
twenty-sixth, nineteen hundred and forty-three, both dates

inclusive, are hereby confirmed and made valid to the same
extent as if during said time she had been qualified to dis-

charge the duties of said office. Approved June 7, 1943.

Resolve in favor of william l. searle of concord. Chav 37
Resolved, That for the purpose of discharging a moral obli-

gation of the commonwealth in the premises and after an ap-
propriation has been made therefor there be allowed and paid
out of the treasury of the commonwealth to William L. Searle

of Concord, who served the commonwealth faithfully and is

now permanently disabled for further performance of duty
on account of injury sustained, while in the performance of

duties as a guard at the Massachusetts reformatory, by rea-

son of being assaulted by certain inmates of said reformatory,
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an annuity equal to three fourths the salary received by him
during the last year of his active service. Said annuity shall

be payable in equal monthly installments from and after the

period covered by chapter fifty-six of the resolves of nine-

teen hundred and thirty-nine and shall cease upon the de-

cease of said Searle. No payment shall be made hereunder
until there shall have been filed with the comptroller an
agreement signed by William L. Searle that the amount, if

any, paid or to be paid for legal services rendered in con-
nection with the passage of this resolve shall not exceed ten

per cent of said sum. Approved June 7, 1943.

Chap. 38 Resolve providing for an investigation and study bv
A SPECIAL commission RELATIVE TO THE OLD AGE ASSIST-

ANCE LAW, SO CALLED, AND CERTAIN RELATED MATTERS.

Whereas, The laws relating to old age assistance, so called,

its benefits and administration, federal, state and local, both
jointly and separately, are of continuing interest and im-
portance to the committee on pensions and the members of

the general court; and
Whereas, It is the opinion of the committee on pensions

that the main cause of complaints as to the inadequacy or

inequality of assistance under the old age assistance law, so

called, is the result of defects in administration of the law
rather than legal defects; and

Whereas, There is considerable doubt as to whether or not
aid to the blind should be handled by the state department
of public welfare rather than the state department of educa-
tion; and

Whereas, Certain changes are recommended in the old

age assistance law, so called, and the results of such changes
should be closely observed during the next two years; and

Whereas, It is the feeling that much of the administra-
tion weakness stems from lack of proper organization within
the department with too much of a burden upon the commis-
sioner of public welfare; therefore be it

Resolved, That an unpaid special commission, to consist

of one member of the senate to be designated by the president

thereof, three members of the house of representatives to be
designated by the speaker thereof, and three persons to be
appointed by the governor, is hereby established for the pur-

pose of reviewing the operation of the old age assistance law,

so called, with particular emphasis on recent changes, with a
view to determining the advisability or necessity of revising

or liberalizing said law, particularly with reference to eligi-

bility requirements as to age, amount of payments, resources

of applicants, support of aged persons by their children, sepa-

ration of boards of public welfare from bureaus of old age
assistance,, benefits to the blind and to crippled and totally

disabled persons, the financing of said law, and related mat-
ters. In addition, the commission shall study the desirability

of a reorganization of the department of public welfare, the
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