
FROM THE OFFICE OF GOVERNOR DUKAKIS 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
TTT;'DNESDAY, JULY 2, 1975 

• !"-, 

RELEASE 1/5/JY/2 

STATE HOUSE BOSTON 02133 

CONTACT MARY FIFIELD 
(617)727-2766 , 2780 . 

Governor Michael Dukakis Wednesday appointed Denis A. Blackett of Newton to the Massa
chusetts Port Authority board of directors. 

Blackett, 39, is president of Housing Innovations Inc., a Boston real estate development 
firm which builds and rehabilitates housing for low-income families in black communities. 
An MIT-trained civil engi11eer and architect, Blackett has had extensive experience in land-use 

• and transportation planning. ; 
-. 

A former urban designer and planner with the Boston Redevelopment Authority, Blackett 
played a major role in the fight to achieve a balanced transportation system in the Metro
politan Boston area. 

His appointment, made upon the recommendation of Secretary of Transportation and 
Construction Frederick P. Salvucci, is effective immediately. He replaces Anthony DeFalco 
of Needham, whose seven-year term expired Monday. The position is unpaid. 

On administering 1the oath of office to Blackett, the Governor praised him for "his 
technical expertise, his sensitivity to community concerns, and his record of accomplishment 
in the city of Boston and the metropolitan region. 

"The eastern Massachusetts economy is tied very directly to the port of Boston," the 
Governor noted. "But for too long we have ignored the economic potential of Boston Harbor, IL of the world's great ports and the American port closest to Europe . From an economic 

job standpoint, we can no longer let the Harbor suffer from neglect. 

"This administration is committed to a thriving Boston Harbor. We want a healthy Logan 
Airport, but one that is consistent with a comprehensive transportation system and one that 
enhances the economy and environment of its neighboring communities. Finally, we are 
committed to cooperation with the various groups affected by Massport--business , labor, 
citizens groups and surrounding communities. 

"Denis Blackett shares that commitment," Dukakis said. 

Blackett received both a Bachelor of Architecture degree and a Master of Civil Engineering 
degree from MIT in 1960. He won a Fulbright Scholarship to study the structure of domes in 
Italy in 1962. 

He has been president of Housing Innovations lnc. since 1966, where he has completed 
comprehensive studies of home-ownership in Model Cities area of Boston and Cambrid ge . 

While at the BRA from 1963 to 1966, he was the project designer for the Fenway and South· 
Cove neighborhoods, and was heavily involved in the Roxbury-North Dorchester Renewal Plan, the 
City of Boston Master Plan, and the Highway Impact and Joint Development Study of the Inner Belt. 

From 1965 to 1968 he was with Urban Planning Aid, a non-profit Cambridge advocate planning 
group which consulted on housing and transportation problems. 

Blackett was a practicing architect from 1953 to 1962, working with noted designer 
~s Van Der Rohe of Chicago as well as with firms in Boston, New York and Cambridge. A native 

of New York, he has lived and worked in Greater Boston sJnce 1956. 

Blackett and his wife Ruth reside at 14 Wessex Rd in Newton Centre. 
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