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Governor Michael Dukakis Friday administered the oath of office to 

Robert J. Kane of Beverly as Executive Director of the Committee on Criminal 

Justice (CCJ). 

Currently a staff attorney for the Massachusetts Defenders Committe~, Kane, 

28, was chosen by the Governor from a list of five approved by the Committee. 

The five finalists were selected following an extensive search. He replaces 

Arnold Rosenfeld, who resigned in May. 

The Committee on Criminal Justice administers all Law Enforcement 

Assistance Administration funds received by the Commonwealth. Last year, the 

Committee's LEAA grants for P?lice, the court's,juvenile justice, and 

corrections totalled $15 million. 

- During the swearing-in ceremonies at the Governor's office, Dukakis 

said, Kane's "first-hand experience as a trial attorney for the Massachusetts 

Defenders Committee, combined with the unusual range of his activities and 

interests in the criminal justice area, will make him an effective Executive 

Director." 

As Executive Director, Kane will supervise an administrative staff of 

63 and act as a liason between the staff and the Corrrrnittee . • 
A Boston College Law School graduate, Kane has worked on first-amendment 

issues for the American Civil Liberties Union, on housing and zoning questions 

for the Allston/Brighton Task Force on Housing and the Boston Lawyers' Com

mittee for Civil Rights, a.nd on a bill of rights for patients in mental 

institutions for the state of Ari~ona. 

He will receive a salary of $26,500, $4,500 less than that of his 

redecessor. 
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Personal Data., 

RP,~ert John Kane
Salem House 

i. • ... r 
Apartment 32 , . · .. · · 
Beyerly Commons , 
Beverly, Massachusetts 01915 ,, 

Te~ephone: 927-7353 
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Born: February 26, 1947, Chel~ea, Massachusetts. 

Married. 
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Education 

Undergraduate, Fairfield university, Fairfield, Connecticut. . .. ·....;. 

· B.A. degree. . , . 
-:. ..r ... ·u .._, ·-· >- • - . '-- ... -.: . 

ru:=tivitief!_s 
. ~. -:. ·- ~ ; . . 

~- / 
serv.e:d . from 1966 '. to 1968 as a -.~utor in the Bridgeport 
School system, seeking to enrich -the learning capacity 
of disadvantaged children~ · 

·, · ;i' ·-,-

From 1968 to 1969, I counseled delinquent girls at the 
Middieton, Connecticut, Residential Facility.. , , 

,. 
I was, from 1-966 to 1968, a member of ·the Connecticut 
Intercollegiate studen~ Legislature.-

From 1968 through 1969, I served aa a Justice of the 
Fairfield University -student ' court. 

I • ·, ·• • 

,. 
~' 1-

·.;r =-

Law School, Boston coll•ge Law school 
J.D. degree. 
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Activitiess 

In June 1969, · as · ·an out-growtl1 of the student reaction against 
the Cambodian incursion, I initiated and coordinated the Youth 
caucus for a New congress. which attracted 1200 young people 
who endo~sed a~q supported congressional . candidate~. in the T~ird, 
Ninth, and TWelfth Congressional ,Diatricta. 



;, : Activities, (continued) . 
.i '. . . 
· I was elected in 1971 ·aa a member to the civil Liberties Legal 

;. 
Defense Fund's Board of Directors. · 

I served in 1971/1912 as President of the law school's student 
body. 

_ .,._ In 1972, I acted as co-coordinator for the Allston/Brighton _ 
Task Force on Housing, which sought to publicize and give 
effect to the Boston Rent control ·ordinance. 

:'; ·.' ·As part ~£ my legal education, I ~pent rny ·final term of 1972 
. working with the Boston Lawyers' committee for civil Rights, 

whic}l enabled me to work on the Town of Hanover~,. Appeal on 
.the meaning of the state of Massachuaett• • snob zoning Law 

· and the Boston desegregation auit. · · 

Employment 
;j I 

October 1969 - June 1970 
.. 

I .;.!ttlOrk.ed with American civil Liberties Union• s Chief Counsel., 
Matthew Feinberg, on ~ctions ·seeking to eF.1tablish due process 

-

p~_ocedural x:ight~ : for unt_enured teachers . faci·ng dismissal, first ·· A 
amendment rights of college-supported newspapers: and expungement _ w 
rights ·pf accused indivi·duala whose .cases resulted in dismissals 
or acquittals. 

June 1970 - January .1971 

I worked with Somerville Legal services• Attomey John Mason on 
the rights of Somerville tenants under the Somerville Rent Control 
Ordinance. This position involved seeking clarifications and 
adjustments to the rent control board's -regulations, representing 
tenants .in eviction proceedirigsr and attempting to ·establish a · 
tenant's right to. a full . due process hea-ring before a court prior 
to being evicted. · 

. ' 

October 1972 - April 1973 

I, worked as a legal · assistant to superintendant Willis_ -Dower, of 
the Arizona state Hospit.~l. In this position, . I drafted and helped 
in the enactment ·of Title 36, section 501-548 of the Arizona coder 
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Employments (continued)· 

a qomprehensiv.e statement of patients' rights, prepared and 
Pc\fticipated in a symposium o-n "A Patient• s Right to Treatmenttt, . 
a1¥,1 researched patients legal problems, including a successful . · 
challenge on due process, equal protection, and speedy trial grounds 
on'S the confinement for approximately forty years of one patient · 

I, I 

cd,pfined under a ~inding of being incompetent to stand trial. ~-·1 ' . W}jile in rcsidonce in A~izona, I worked directly with Attorney 
Jcimes Walsh on a suit successful in the Federal District cow:·t 
o!Arizona, challenging Arizona's residency requirements for ·voters. 

; ~ _,. 
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May 1973 - April 1975 and c~ntinuing 
j 

I worked as a trial attorney . in the office of the Massachusetts 
De,enders committee. I spent over six months representing clients 
in: -:the Boston Juvenile court, including representing clients in · 

_ov~r two-hundred hearings and defending clients in three jury 
trials on appeals to the ·suffolk superior court Juvenile session, 
anp the Boston Juvenile court Appeals Division. I spent six months 
in;the Boston Municipal court representing defendants in bail 
hEfarings, probable cause hearings, and tria~s. For nine ·months• 
I tpracticed in the Suffolk superi.or court defending indigent clients 
on felony charges, incl.uding four jury tr_ials. · ·· · · .. .,. - · · · 
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