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Governor Michael Dukakis, Senator Edward Kennedy and Congressman Joe MOakley 
announced today that they are working together t o develop a program f or a joint 
federal-state effort to assure the revitalization of Boston Harbor and the develop
ment of the Boston Harbor Islands as a recreation area. 

In a joint statement issued during opening ceremonies on Georges Island of 
Boston Harbor Islands Park this afternoon they said: 

It is particularly,appropriate t oday as we celebrate the opening of t hree of 
the Boston Harbor Islands for recreation that we announce a new initiative at both 
the federal and sta~e levels of government to assure adequate funding for imple
mentation of the Boston Harbor Islands recreation program. 

For over a decade, seventeen agencies at every level of government have 
struggled with a myriad of programs and policies, overlapping jurisdictions, and 
inadequate funds in an attempt to revitalize the Boston Harbor Islands. 

Today we watch the Boston Harbor I s lands Recreation Area become a reality. 
The offices of state government are joined together in an absolute commitment tq 

1 the development of the Harbor Islands as a recr eation center for the citizens of 
the Commonwealth. The federal government has demonstrated a new willingness to 
participate in partnership with the state and l ocal government in the administration 
of recreation and preservation areas. And the Congress has developed new, imaginative 
approaches for assuring federal funding of policies developed through state and 
local initiative and programs directed and admi nistered by state and city agencies. 

For too long, we have looked for recreation and preservation opportunities in 
less populated areas, distant from our cities and towns. Today, we know that the best 
opportunity for providing recreation is at our doorstep . For too long, the Boston 
Harbor Ialands ·have remained inaccessible to most and their potential for providing 
enjoyment and educational experience unexplored . Today, we join with the citizens 
of the Commonwealth in the celebration of a new life for the Harbor Islands which will 
make them a part of our children 1 s best memories. 

When the Congress reconvenes nex t month, legislation will be introduced in both 
the Senate and the Rouse to provide $20 million for the implementation of a recreation 
program for the Harbor Islands. These funds could be used for ·a transportation system 
between the islands, the construction of recreation facilities, and the protection of 
conservation areas on the islands. Efforts will continue in the Connnonwealth to pro
vide coordinated planning and management of the islands and a cooperative effort to 
bring home to every resident of Massachusetts the splendor of Boston Harbor. 

For two hundred years, we in Massachusetts have had the unique opportunity to 
watch the fog roll over the Harbor Islands in the early morning . For most of those 
two centuries , we have known that these islands could be made a special place .for our 
children. Today, we pledge ourselves to that effort as guardi ans of this national 
treasure for the next generation . 
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