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FROM THE OFFICE OF GOVERNOR DUKAKIS 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
TUESDAY, AUGUST 5, 1975 

RELEASE #5/AG/8 

STATE HOUSE BOSTON 021.33 

CONTACT MARY FIFIELD 
{617) 727-2766, 2780 

Governor Michael Duk.akis announced Tuesday that the U.S. Dept. of Health, 
Education and Welfare, reversing an earlier decision, has agreed to designate the 
North Shore as a distinct health services area (HSA). 

The Governor 1 informed of the decision shortly before noon today, said 
the designation is "the only one that makes sense for the North Shore's 660,000 
ci.tizens." 

Under the Nationc;l Health Planning and Resources Development Act of 1974 
(P.L. 93-641) ', the state was required to recommend to H.E.W. a regional network 
for the planning and delivery of health services. 

On May 2, bukakis submitted tG H.E.W a plan that called for six HSA's 
Western Mass., Central Mass., Merrimack Valley, Metropolitan Boston, South 
Shore-Cape Cod, and North Shore. H.E.W. decided, however, to lump the North Shore 
and Metropolitan Boston together. 

On July 10, Dukakis informed H.E.W. he was rejecting their decision and 
resubmitted the original six-region plan. 

"What we feared," Dukakis said today, "was that the health problems of 
our smaller comunities on the North Shore would be ignored because of the enormous \ 
problems of Metropolitan Boston." He noted that H.E.W.'s original decision would 
have created an HSA with "well over half the state's population" and which "ignores 
the fundamental distinctions between the two areas. 

"Historically, the North Shore is a separate region," Dukakis said. "And 
it has its own pattern of health services delivery which j.u_stifies it being a 
distinct HSA." 

Dukakis said H.E.W.'s reversal was "directly linked" to strong support from 
citizens groups in the area. 

"OVer 300 people, legislators, mayors, health care associations, providers 
and planners contacted federal officials and convinced them that the North Shore 
is not just an appendage of Boston," 

"Such unprecedented citizen support should lead to the kind of citizen in
put this administration regards as essential for the development of regional health 
service planning." Dukakis said such support convinced him to resubmit the original 
proposal to. HEW. 

The Governor cited the work of Congressman Michael Harrington and area 
legislators who lead the fight to reverse the H. E .W. decision as "crucial to today's 
decision." 

Lt. Governor Tom O'Neill, who coordinated the Commonwealth's response to the 
federal government,. said the original H.E.W. response was "an unnecessary infringe
ment on the right of the state to choose its own geographic units for regional 
planning purposes. 
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O'Neill said that each HSA will be eligible for $.50 per capita from 
the federal government for planning purposes, and for an additional $.25 if the 
HSA obtains local and state matching funds. 

In addition, each region will be eligible for $1.00 per capita of 
developmental funds upon the creation of its regional plan. O'Neill said that in 
the North Shore, for example, "more than $1,000,000 would be put to work to improve 
the efficiency and effectivenes~ of the region's health services." 
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