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FROM THE OFFICE OF GOVERNOR DUKAKIS 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
TUESDAY, AUGUST 19, 19Z5 

STATE HOUSE 

RELEASE #5/AG/27 

BOSTON 02133 

CONTACT MARY FIFIELD 
(617) 727-2766, 2780 

· Governor Michael S. Dukakis Tuesday announced that he has joined four other 

New England Governors in asking the U. S. Interior Department for an opportunity to 

develop further information regarding proposed oil drilling off the Northeast coast. 

In a letter to the Interior Department, thz Governor asked that the August 18 

date for submitting opinions on offshore drilling be extended pending completion of 

a study now being conducted by the University of Rhode Island. The Interior 

Department had set August 18th as the deadline for oil and gas interests to submit 

nominations for oil exploration off George's Bank. 

The University of Rhode Island study will determine the status of fishing and 

other resources off the Northeast coast, information which the Governors feel is 

essential to any future decision o~ the feasibility and compatibility of offshore 

drilling. The relevant portions of the study are expected to be completed by 

February, 1976, a full six months before the Government plans its sale of drilling 

leases. 

The Governor's correspondence follows an August 8 meeting in Boston, sponsored 

by Lt. Governor Thomas O'Neill, involving representatives of Massachusetts, Maine, 

Vermont, Connecticut, Rhode Island and New York. The result of the meeting, was a · 

renewed determination to ensure that future oil drilling doesn't conflict with New 

England's vital interests. 

In addition to giving oil firms a chance to present their proposals, the 

nomination process also allows the states involved to outline whether or not offshore 

drilling shou~d be prohibited or restricted in certain specified tracts. The 

Governorsstressed their intention "to work cohesively as a region to ensure that 

offshore oil and gas leasing, exploration and production is in concern with the 

economic, social and environmental goals of the New England states." 

NOTE: Text of Letter Attached 
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• THE COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS 

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT 

GOVERNOR 

Michael S. Dukakis 

Mr. Kent Frizzell 
Acting Secretary . 
U.S. Department of Interior 
Office of the Secretary 
Washington, D.C. 20240 

Dear Secretary Frizzell: 

STATE HOUSE BOSTON 02133 

. '- . 
• r 

/ 

August 14, 1!175 

Earlier this month representatives from five of the New England states plu·s 
New York met in Boston to discuss the implications to the region of the 
Depirtment of Interior's plan to hold a lease sale on the George's Bank with
in the next twelve months. This conference resulted in a reaffirmation of 
our intention to work cohesively as a region to insure that any offshore 
oil and gas leasing, exploration and production is in concert with the eco
nomic, social and environmental goals of the New England states. 

Even though the five New England states) are sovereign entities and each 
state will have individual concerns on additional issues, we are writing 
to you at this time in regard to one particular issue. This June the 
Department of Interior issued a call for nominations on the George's Bank 
and set August 18, 1975 as the date on which those nominations would be due. 
We realize that the nominating process represents not only an opportunity 
for oil and gas interests to positively nominate tracts, but also represents 
an opportunity for the states to delineate certain areas that should be 
withheid from leasing or upon which restrictive stipulations should be placed 
We, as states, believe that our ability to "negatively" nominate tracts 
represents one of the most significant means at our disposal to insure that 
our fishing resources are protected from any potential adverse impacts re
sulting from oil and gas development. 

It is our collective judgement that sufficient information on the fishing 
and other resources of the George's Bank is not available -at either the 
state or federal level in a form conducive to effective analysis, manage
ment and development. Furthermore, it is our opinion that this data is 
essential to any effort to protect and allocate publicly owned resources. 

For this reason, the New England Governors, through the New England Regional 
Commission, have entered into an agreement with the University of Rhode Islan r 
to develop the necessary information on the . fishery resource and to undertake 
with state officials an analysis of this information. Information from this 
effort will not be completed until February of 1976. Without it, the New 
Eng'land states will. be unable to make credible decisions on the submission 
of negative nominations. · 
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Since the information to be developed by this effort is so vital and since 
to the best of our knowledge the Department of Interior will not have or 
will not release this information prior to the completion of the University 
of Rhode Island study, we ask that the leasing process on George's 3ank 
provide for active maximum consideration, in the tract selection process, 
of any negative nominations that might be forthcoming from the New Jngland 
states either collectively or individually. 

The New England states are asking the U.S. Department of Interior to allow 
concerned states to submit negative nominations after August 18, 1975 on 
the same basis as they would have submitted them prior to the August 18th 
deadline. Without this one specific appeal being conceived as deferring 
the leasing process, we do, however, request a six month extension of the 
August 18, 1975 date for submitting negative nominations. We further request 
the Department agree to withdraw or place restrictive stipulations upon any 
tracts negatively nominated by the states or to set forth . in writing, on a 

.. tract by tract basis, the reasons for not accepting our recommendations. 

We hope that you will accept our proposal and will work with us in dealing 
with this critical issue. 

Sincerely yours, 

) Michael S. Dukakis 

cc: Mr. Robert Knecht 
New England Congressional Caucus 

PLEASE NOTE: The following governors were co-signators: 

Ella T. Grasso of Connecticut 
James B. Longley of Maine · 
Philip W. Noel of Rhode Island 
Thomas P. Salmon of Vermont 
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