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Governor Dukakis today announced the appointment of Jan1es C. 
Cooper as chairman of the three-member Massachusetts Labor Relation .,, 
Commission . Cooper replaces Alexander Macmillan, whose term as 
member expired August 25. 

The Mass. Labor Relations Commission, like the National Laoor 
Relations Board, performs two functions: it administers and regula.tc~ .. 
all issues relat i ng to collective bargaining, and it investigates 
unfair labor practice charges and issues complaints if it feels the 
changes are justifi ed. The Mass. Commission, taking up where the 
NLRB leaves off, regulates intrastate labor relations i ssues, sue~ 
as collective bargaining between state and local governments and 
their employees. 

The Governor said, "In our search for a new chairman we partj ..::1-,l...:.1. ~ , 
emphasized the need for a person who is objective, a person with high 
integrity who is tough-minded and who won't bend under pressure. 11 

In announcing the appointment, Governor Dukakis commended 
Macmillan for the improvements he had made while chairman of the 
Commission, particularly in the area of administration. Macmillan 
had previously been advised by Economic Affairs Secretary Howard 
Smith that he would not be reappointed. 

The Governor said, "I hope that all the people who are involved 
in labor relations will offer James Cooper their full cooperation. 
We will obviously continue to treat the Commission as an autonomous 
quasi-judicial body." 

Cooper, interviewed by a sub-committee of the Massachusetts Ba.r 
Labor Law Committee, was unanimously considered by that group to be 
qualified for the chairmanship. 

Before he joined the law firm of Holtz and Drachman, a firm 
which practices labor law, Cooper spent two years as an attorney [or 
the Massachusetts Commission Against Discrimination. Previously he 
was an attorney for the New Jersey Division of Civil Rights and a 
Clinical Instructor at Rutgers University School of Law. 

Cooper, who lives in Boston, received a B.A. from Cornell 
University in 1968 and a J.D. from Rutgers University School of Law 
in 1971. He is a member of the Massachusetts, New Jersey, and 
Florida bars. 

As chairman of the Commission, Cooper will receive · a salary of 
$23,000 and serve a term as chairman coterminous with that of the 
Governor's• 
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