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Chap. 78 An Act relative to the returns of municipal lighting
PLANTS AND THE ANNUAL REPORT OF THE BOARD OF GAS
AND ELECTRIC LIGHT COMMISSIONERS.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Section 1. Section one hundred and twenty of chapter

seven hundred and forty-two of the acts of nineteen hundred
and fourteen is hereby amended by striking out the words
"on the thirtieth day of June", in the thirteenth Hne, and
inserting after the word "annually", in the same line, the

words: — on the last day of the fiscal year of such city or

town, — by striking out the word "September", in the

twenty-ninth line, and substituting the word :
— February,

— by striking out the words " ending on the thirtieth day
of June preceding", in the thirty-first line, and inserting

before the word "year", in the same line, the words: —
preceding fiscal, — so as to read as follows: — Section 120.

A city or town which manufactures or sells gas or electricity

for lighting shall keep records of its work and doings at its

manufacturing station, and in respect to its distributing

plant, as may be required by the board of gas and electric

light commissioners. It shall install and maintain appa-

ratus, satisfactory to the said board, for the measurement
and recording of the output of gas and electricity, and shall

sell the same by meter to private consumers when required

by said board; and, if required by said board, shall measure

all gas or electricity consumed by the city or town. The
books, accounts and returns shall be made and kept in a
form prescribed by said board, and the accounts shall be

closed annually on the last day of the fiscal year of such

city or town, and a balance sheet of that date shall be taken

therefrom and included in the return to said board. The
mayor, selectmen or municipal light board and manager
shall, at any time, on request, submit said books and
accounts to the inspection of the board of gas and electric

light commissioners and shall furnish any statement or

information required b}' it relative to the condition, manage-

ment and operation of said business. Said board shall, in

its annual report, describe the operation of the several munic-

ipal plants with such detail as may be necessary to disclose

the financial condition and results of each plant; and shall

state what cities or towns, if any, operating a plant have

failed to comply with the provisions of this act, and what,
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if any, are selling gas or electricity with the approval of said

board at less than cost. The mayor, or selectmen, or munic-

ipal light board, if any, shall annually, on or before the second

Wednesday of February, make a return to the board of gas

and electric light commissioners, for the preceding fiscal

year, signed and sworn to by the mayor, or by a majority of

the selectmen or municipal light board, if any, and by the

manager, stating the financial condition of said business, the

amount of authorized and existing indebtedness, a state-

ment of income and expenses in such detail as the board of

gas and electric light commissioners may require, and a list

of its salaried officers and the salary paid to each. The
mayor, the selectmen or the municipal light board may
direct any additional returns to be made at such time and

in such detail as he or they may order.

Section 2. Section one hundred and forty of said chapter i9i4. 742 § ho,

seven hundred and forty-two is hereby amended by striking

out the word "January", in the second line, and substitut-

ing the word: — March, — and by adding at the end thereof

the words: — This section shall not be construed to relieve

the said board from compliance with the provisions of

section six of chapter eighteen of the Revised Laws and

amendments thereof, — so as to read as follows : — Section Time changed

140. The board shall annually, on or before the first Wednes- annual report

day in March, transmit to the secretary of the common- trie light com-

wealth a report to the general court of its doings, with such ""'^'^'O'^'^'^^-

suggestions as to the condition of affairs or conduct of

corporations and companies which are under its supervision

as may be appropriate, with such abstracts of the returns

required by section one hundred and forty-six as it con-

siders expedient, but including the names and addresses of

the principal officers and of the directors, and an abstract

of the accidents reported to it under the provisions of section

one hundred and sixty-four. This section shall not be con-

strued to relieve the said board from compliance with the

provisions of section six of chapter eighteen of the Revised

Laws and amendments thereof.

Section 3. Nothing herein contained shall affect the
^tfe^^'^nXwHs

duty of the mayor, or selectmen or municipal light board, for current year

if any, of cities and towns owning municipal lighting plants

to make the return required under existing law for the year

ending on the thirtieth day of June in the current year. In

all other respects this act shall take effect upon its passage.

Approved March 18, 1918.


