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as the general court may appropriate. He shall furnish

information, prepare papers and expedite the adjudication

of claims, and assist claimants in proving their cases, and
shall keep a record of the work done in his office and make an

annual report thereof to the general court. The deputy

commissioner appointed under the provisions of said chapter

one hundred and ninety-two shall be subject to the direction

and control of the commissioner. In case the commissioner

is temporarily absent or unable from any cause to perform

the duties of his office, the deputy shall perform the duties

of the commissioner until such absence or disability ceases.

The commissioner shall receive an annual salary of thirty-

two hundred dollars, and the deputy commissioner shall

receive an annual salary of twenty-three hundred dollars,

and each shall devote his whole time to the duties of his

office. The commissioner may appoint a chief clerk at

a salary of eighteen hundred dollars a year, one agent at a

salary of fourteen hundred dollars a year, one agent at

a salary of thirteen hundred dollars a year, one agent at a

salary of twelve hundred dollars a year, one special agent at

a salary of nine hundred dollars a year, one clerk at a salary

of twelve hundred dollars a year, one clerk at a salary of

one thousand dollars a year, three clerks at salaries of not

more than twelve hundred dollars a year each; and eight

agents to be employed during the present war and for one

year following its termination, at salaries of thirteen hundred

dollars a year each.

Section 2. The offices hereby established shall not be

subject to the civil service laws.

Section 3. This act shall take effect upon its passage.

Approved April 24, 1918.

Chav.lQ5 ^ Act to provide for the reconstruction of the

BRrooE over cohasset narrows between the towns
OF WAREHAM AND BOURNE.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Section 1 . The county commissioners of the counties of

Barnstable and Plymouth are hereby constituted a com-

mission to be called the Cohasset Narrows Bridge Commis-

sion. The said commission is hereby authorized, subject to

the provisions of chapter ninety-six of the Revised Laws and

the amendments thereof and additions thereto, to recon-

struct the existing highway bridge across Cohasset Narrows,

Cohasset Nar-
rows Bridge
Commission,
established.
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so-called, between the towns of Wareham and Bourne, and

to alter or relocate the approaches thereto or, if the com-

mission shall determine that the bridge so reconstructed
;

would not adequately serve public necessity and convenience,

to construct a new bridge across said narrows in a new
location, and to lay out and construct the approaches thereto, j

and upon the completion of the new bridge and approaches

to discontinue the existing approaches and remove the

existing bridge. The existing bridge may be reconstructed

or the new bridge built with or without a draw therein, as

the commission on waterways and public lands shall approve.

Sectiok 2. The said commission shall, before making a Public hear-

final determination upon the matter of the reconstruction or eti!'
°°*'*^''^'

relocation of said bridge and approaches^ hold a public hear-

ing in respect to the same and shall cause notice of the time

and place appointed for such hearing to be posted in two
public places in each of the to\ms of Bourne and Wareham,
and to be advertised three weeks successively in such news-

paper or newspapers published within said counties of

Barnstable and Plymouth as it shall order; the posting and
last publication to be fourteen days at least before the

hearing.

Section 3. Said commission shall, after a hearing as Determination
p .1 1 1 1 j_ • J

• • -A • • ' as to relocation
aforesaid, make such determination as m its opinion is re- of bridge, etc.

quired by public necessity and convenience with respect to

the reconstruction or relocation of said bridge and approaches,

and if it shall determine that the bridge shall be reconstructed

shall specify the manner in which it shall be reconstructed;

and if it shall determine that a new bridge shall be con-

structed shall specif}' the place where and the manner in

which the new bridge shall be constructed, and if in its

opinion it is necessary that any change be made in the

location of the bridge or of the existing approaches thereto,

it may take such lands as are necessary for the bridge and

approaches, and may, without further notice lay out, re-

locate, alter, discontinue or order specific repairs upon such

bridge and approaches in accordance with the laws relating

to the laying out, relocation, alteration and discontinuance

of highways and to specific repairs thereon.

Section 4. Said commission shall estimate the damages Damages to

to property sustained by any person by the laying out, re- detCTmmed"^

location, alteration or discontinuance of said bridge and etc.

approaches or by specific repairs thereon, and any person

aggrieved by the estimate of his damages may have the
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same determined by a jury upon a petition filed in the

superior court for the county in which the land taken or

injured lies, withiji one year from the time when the land is

entered upon and possession is taken, in case of the taking

of land, and in case of injury to land, within one year after

the work of constructing or reconstructing said bridge or

approaches has actually been begun by said commission.

Said commission shall order said damages to be paid out of

the fund created under section six of this act; but in case

the same shall prove insufficient each of said counties shall

be liable for one half of the damages so estimated or de-

termined. In all other respects all general laws relating to

the determination and payment of damages for the laying

out, relocation, alteration or discontinuance of highways

and for specific repairs thereon shall be applicable to damages
recoverable under this section so far as they are consistent

with this act.

Section 5. The commission may employ such technical

or professional experts as it deems necessary to carry out the

provisions of this act. The commission shall obtain the

necessary labor and materials for carrying out said pro-

visions by contracts with such persons or corporations as it

may select. All contracts shall be in writing, signed by a

majority of the commission, and recorded in its records, and
every person or corporation contracting with the commis-

sion shall give the commission a suitable bond or shall de-

posit with it money or other security for the faithful per-

formance of the contract. No such contract shall be altered

or added to, except by written agreement, signed by a ma-
jority of the commission and by the contractor and the

sureties on his bond. No contract made in violation of the

provisions of this section shall be valid against either of the

counties aforesaid, and no payment thereon shall be made
by the treasurer of either of the said counties. If any pro-

posed contract involves the payment of more than eight

hundred dollars, it shall not be made until notice for pro-

posals therefor has been posted in a conspicuous place in the

county court house of each of the said counties for at least

one week, and has been advertised at least three times in a

newspaper published in each county. The commission shall,

in every case, make and file with the treasurer of each county

a certificate under oath of such publication and posting. All

proposals shall be opened publicly in the presence of a

majority of the commission, and recorded in its records.
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Section 6. The expenses incurred under this act shall be Expenses, how

borne in equal proportions by the said counties of Barnstable
°'^^^'

and Plymouth. For the purpose of carrying out the pro-

visions of this act and for paying damages awarded here-

under, the county commissioners of each county shall borrow

on behalf of their county such sum as may be determined

by the commission to be necessary to pay its share of said

expenses, and are accordingly hereby authorized to issue

from time to time bonds or notes of their county, not ex-

ceeding such sum, and the bonds or notes so issued shall be

the obligation of the county issuing the same. Each au-

thorized issue of bonds or notes shall constitute a separate

loan. The said bonds or notes shall bear on their face the

name of the county of which they are the obligation, and

the words, Cohasset Narrows Bridge Loan, Act of 1918, Narrows Brid e

shall be payable by such annual payments, beginning not Loan, Act of

more than one year after the date thereof, as will extinguish

the loan within ten years from its date; and the amount of

such annual payment of the principal of any loan in any
year shall not be less than the amount of the principal of

the loan payable in any subsequent year. The said bonds

or notes shall bear interest at such a rate as may be approved

by the treasurer of the county issuing the same, with the

approval of the commissioners of said county, and each

bond or note shall be signed by the treasurer of the county

of which it is the obligation and countersigned by a ma-
jority of the commissioners of the county. The county

commissioners may sell the said securities of their respective

counties at public or private sale, upon such terms and

conditions as they may deem proper, but not for less than

their par value, and the proceeds shall be used only for the

purposes specified herein.

Section 7. The proceeds of the sale of said bonds and
bon^^'etc^

notes and all other funds coming into the hands of said how deposited.

commission under this act shall be deposited by it with the

treasurer of either of said counties in such proportions as it

may from time to time determine, and the official bond of

each county treasurer shall be applicable to the funds so

deposited with him, and each treasurer shall make payments

from time to time upon the order of said commission, from

the funds so deposited on account of expenses incurred and
damages awarded under this act.

Section 8. The commission may at any time, prior to Agreement as

its determination with respect to the manner in which the way tricks'
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u^n bridge, hudge sliall be constructed, enter into an agreement witH
any street railway company lawfully maintaiaiing its tracks

over said narrows by means of a bridge, for the construction

and maintenance of its tracks upon the bridge constructed
or reconstructed under this act, and for the payment of such
proportion of the cost of the construction or reconstruction

and maintenance of the bridge by such street railway com-
pany and its successors and assigns as shall mutually be
agreed upon.

Section 9. The authority granted by this act shall cease

and determine unless the work of constructing or recon-

structing said bridge or approaches is actually begun within

five years from the enactment hereof; but this provision

shall not affect the validity of any payments made or

obligations incurred prior to the expiration of said period.

Section 10. The members of said commission shall

receive such compensation for their services as shall be de-

termined by the governor and council.

Section 11. When the construction or reconstruction of

said bridge and approaches has been completed to the satis-

faction of the commission, it shall cause to be entered upon
its records a statement that said work has been completed

and that said bridge and approaches are open for public

travel, and notice thereof shall be sent to the selectmen of

the towns of Bourne and Wareham; and thereafter so much
of said bridge and approaches as lies within the town of

Bourne shall be mamtained and kept in repair by the town

of Bourne; and so much of said bridge and approaches as

lies within the town of Wareham shall be maintained and

kept in repair by the town of Wareham.
Section 12. This act shall take effect upon its passage.

AjJj^roved April 24, 1918.

C/iap. 166 An Act to increase the salary of the messenger of

THE COURTS OF PROBATE AND INSOLVENCY FOR THE
COUNTY OF MIDDLESEX.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Section 1. Section thirty-five of chapter one hundred

and sixty-four of the Revised Laws, as amended by section

one of chapter two hundred and fifty-three of the General

Acts of nineteen hundred and seventeen, is hereby further

amended by striking out the word "seventeen", in the

tenth line, and substituting the word :
— nineteen, — so as

R. L. 164, § .3.5,

etc., amended.


