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authorized by the general court, obtain working plans and
specifications; shall advertise in a reasonable number of

newspapers for proposals for the performance of such work,

and shall award the contract to the lowest responsible and

eligible bidder; but no contract shall be awarded for a sum
in excess of the appropriation available therefor.

Section 4. To meet the expenses incurred under the pro-

visions of sections one and two of this act, in cases where the

general court fails to make an appropriation to carry out the

construction or development asked for, reasonable amounts

in compensation for such preliminary studies, specifications

and estimates not exceeding one per cent of the estimated

cost of construction may be expended, subject to the amount
annually appropriated therefor.

Section 5. All acts or parts of acts inconsistent here-

with, including chapter five hundred and twenty of the acts

of nineteen hundred and seven and acts in amendment
thereof, are hereby repealed.

Section 6. This act shall take effect upon its passage.

Approved June 1, 1918.

Chav.291 A^' Act to amend the laws relating to towns.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

R. L. 25, § 14,

par. 3, etc.,

amended.

Towns may
make certain
contracts for

care of sick, etc.

Section 1. The third paragraph of section fourteen of

chapter twenty-five of the Revised Laws, as amended by

section six of chapter five hundred and forty-four of the

acts of nineteen hundred and two, is hereby further amended

by adding at the end of said paragraph the following: —
Contracts for such reception, care and treatment may be

made by the overseers of the poor or by the board of health,

— so that the said paragraph shall read as follows :
— For

the reception, care and treatment, by hospitals established

in a town, or in the vicinity thereof, Avhich maintains and

manages no hospital, of persons who by misfortune or

poverty require relief during temporary illness; but this

provision shall not add to the compensation now required

from the commonwealth or from any city or town for the

care and treatment of any person chargeable to them re-

spectively as a pauper, or diminish the right of the com-

monwealth to require the removal to the state hospital of

a pauper dependent upon it. Contracts for such reception,

care and treatment may be made by the overseers of the

poor or by the board of health.
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Section 2. Section fifteen of said chapter twenty-five, ^-^jj^^^^^g^^.

together with the amendments thereof, is hereby further appropriations

amended by adding at the end thereof the following:— For re^mTllrsement

reimbursing persons, firms, charitable, business or municipal gonl.'^etc!

^^"^

corporations for the use of property which may have been

loaned to, or seized or requisitioned by, the police or fire de-

partment in and for the proper performance of its duty in

cases of emergency, or for damage to or for the loss of such

property.

Section 3. Section twenty-three of said chapter twenty-
J;.^^^;!!^;,

five, together with the amendments thereof, is hereby further

amended by adding at the end thereof the following para-

graphs: — For requiring and regulating the numbering of ^°^^gV-ia«-«'

buildings on or near the line of public or private ways and
^-^p^safof

prescribing by whom and the method in which, it shall be personal
^^^^

done. — For regulating the disposal by town boards, officers by town and the

or departments of personal property belonging to the town, annual reports.

— For regulating the making of annual reports by such

boards, officers or departments as are not required by law

to make such reports.

Section 4. Said chapter twenty-five is hereby further r. l. 25, § 29,

amended by striking out section twenty-nine and substituting

the following: — Section 29. The selectmen, before the Printing annual

annual town meeting, shall cause the annual town report to
^^^°^

'

be printed at the expense of the town for the use of the

inhabitants. It shall contain, subject to chapter four hun-

dred and twelve of the acts of nineteen hundred and ten, the

report of the selectmen for the fiscal year preceding said

meeting, the report of the school committee and, except as

otherwise provided by vote or by-law of the town, of such

other officers and boards as consider it expedient to make
a report, the jury list, as required by section nine of chapter

one hundred and seventy-six of the Revised Law^s, and such

other matters as the law, or the town by vote or by-law,

requires, or as the selectmen consider expedient; if the Forfeiture.

selectmen neglect or refuse to make the annual town report,

they shall severally forfeit fifty dollars.

Section 5. Said chapter twenty-five is hereby further r. l. 25, § 39,

amended by striking out section thirty-nine and substituting
^^^^

the following :
— Section 39. Each town containing more Lock-up to be

than three thousand inhabitants shall, and any town may, tow^.*^

maintain a secure and convenient lock-up to which persons

arrested without a warrant may be committed; and a

magistrate may commit, for further examination, a prisoner
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charged with a bailable offense and not recognizing, to the

lock-up in the town in which the prisoner was arrested or to

the lock-up in a town in which the court is held, if he con-

siders it safe and commodious and that expense may be

saved thereby.

Section 6. Said chapter twenty-five is hereby amended
by striking out section forty-five and substituting the follow-

ing :
— Section 45. A town, at a meeting held for the purpose,

may vote to take any land within its limits not appropriated

to public uses, as a place for the erection of a town hall or

the enlargement of its town-hall lot.

Section 7. Section forty-six of said chapter twenty-five

is hereby repealed, but this repeal shall not affect the title to

land which may have reverted to the owner under the pro-

visions of said section prior to the date of the passage of

this act.

Section 8. Section forty-seven of chapter twenty-five of

the Revised Laws is hereby amended by striking out all

after the word "purpose" in line seven, — so as to read as

follows: — Section ^7. The city council of a city except

Boston, the board of street commissioners of the city of

Boston with the approval of the mayor, or the inhabitants

of a town, may vote to take in fee any land within the limits

of the city or town not appropriated to public uses, for the

purpose of erecting thereon a building to be used for a

public school, a library or an engine house, or for the en-

largement of a lot of land taken or used for such purpose.

Section 9. Section fifty-five of said chapter twenty-five

is hereby amended by striking out the word "town" in the

first line and substituting the word — selectmen— , so as

to read as follows :
— Section 55. The selectmen shall

forthwith in writing give notice in detail to the owner, con-

structor or person using any line therein which is con-

structed or maintained in violation of such regulations; and

if thereafter such unlawful construction is continued or if

said lines are not within a reasonable time so altered as to

conform to said regulations, the supreme judicial court or

the superior court shall have jurisdiction in equity to enjoin

the further progress of said work, or to order such line to be

removed or altered at the expense of the owners, constructors

or persons using the same. If such line belongs to or is

used by a town, like action may be taken upon complaint

of a person injured, after such notice to the town as the court

may order.
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Section 10. The town clerk, whether chosen by the xowncierkto

voters or appointed by the selectmen to fill a vacancy, shall,

within ten days after his election or appointment and quali-

fication, give bond to the town for the faithful performance

of his duties, in such sum, and with such sureties, as the

selectmen may approve. If he does not give bond within

the time prescribed, the selectmen may declare the office

vacant and may fill the vacancy in the manner prescribed

in section four hundred and twenty-four of chapter eight

hundred and thirty-five of the acts of nineteen hundred

and thirteen.

Section 11. Chapter twenty-five of the Revised Laws R^ljm62,

is hereby amended by striking out section sixty-two and

substituting the following: — Section 62. The town clerk Assi^tant^

may in writing appoint an assistant clerk, who shall be appointment,

sworn to the faithful performance of his duties; and a

record shall be made of the appointment and oath. The

assistant town clerk may be a woman, and may, in the

absence of the clerk, perform his duties and have the powers

and be subject to the requirements and penalties applicable

to him, unless a clerk pro tempore is elected or appointed

pursuant to section four hundred and twenty-four of chapter

eight hundred and thirty-five of the acts of nineteen hun-

dred and thirteen. The assistant clerk shall not receive a

salary from the town, but his compensation, if any, shall be

paid by the clerk, to whom all fees received by the assistant

shall be paid.

Section 12, Section ninety-seven of said chapter twenty- Repeal.

five is hereby repealed.

Section 13. The mayor of each city, subiect to confirma- Appointment of

tion by the city council, and the selectmen of each town,

shall annually appoint two or more fence viewers, who shall

hold office for the term of one year and until their successors

are appointed and qualified.

Section 14. Chapter thirty-three of the Revised Laws is r. l. 33, § 20,

hereby amended by striking out section twenty and substi-
^^^

tuting the following :
— Section 20. Each city and town Pound keeper

may provide and maintain one or more pounds. The mayor drivers,

or selectmen may appoint a pound keeper for each pound, appointment.

and one or more field drivers for the city or town.

Section 15. Chapter thirty-six of the Revised Laws is r. l.36 §26,11 iiiM' • i* 1
amended.

hereby amended by strikmg out section twenty-six and

substituting the following: — Sedion 26. The clerk of P'-°Pj|fg*°'^''f

such corporation shall, within ten days after the meeting at
|?°g'^/d -J^p^

°^
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organization to which it WRs Organized, file with the secretary of the com-
monwealth a true copy of the record of the proceedings of

its organization; otherwise the organization shall be void.

Such copy shall be recorded by the secretary of the com-
monwealth in a book kept for the purpose, and for such
recording he shall receive the fee to which registers of deeds
are entitled for like service.

Section 16. Section forty-three of said chapter thirty-

six is hereby amended by striking out in the second and
third lines the words: "the city or town clerk, and also

with," — so as to read as follows: — Section 43. An attested

copy of the record of the proceedings at such organization

shall be filed with the secretary of the commonwealth, and
recorded within the time and in the manner prescribed in

section twenty-six; otherwise, the organization shall be
void.

Section 17. Section seven of chapter sixty-six of the
Revised Laws is hereby amended by inserting the words:
— Overseers of the poor of— at the beginning of the first

line and by striking out the words "city or town authorities",

in the fifth line and substituting the words— said over-

seers, — so as to read as follows: — Section 7. Overseers

of the poor of cities and towns may provide transportation

to destitute shipwrecked seamen from one place to another
within this commonwealth, and such other assistance while

they are awaiting transportation, not exceeding ten dollars

for each person, as the said overseers deem necessary. A
detailed statement of expenses so incurred shall be rendered

to the state board of charity, and, after approval by it, such

expenses shall be paid by the commonwealth from the

appropriation for the temporary support of state paupers
without reference to the legal settlement of such seamen.

Section 18. Chapter one hundred and two of the Re-
vised Laws as amended in section twenty-nine by section

one of chapter one hundred and eighty-seven of the acts of

nineteen hundred and two, by section one of chapter five

hundred and fifty-four of the acts of nineteen hundred and
ten, and by chapter one hundred and thirty of the General

Acts of nineteen hundred and seventeen, is hereby further

amended by striking out said section twenty-nine and sub-

Licenses to deal stituting the following: — Section 29. Cities and towns by
ordinance or by by-law may provide for the licensing by
the mayor and aldermen of cities, except Boston, and in

Boston by the police commissioner, and in towns by the

R. L. 36, § 43.

amended.

Copy of record
of organization
to be filed.

R.L. 66, §7,
amended.

Relief of ship-
wrecked

R. L. 102, § 29,

etc., amended.

in junk, etc.
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board of selectmen, of suitable persons to be collectors of,

dealers in, or keepers of shops for the purpose, sale, or barter

of junk, old metals or second-hand articles, may make rules

and regulations relative to their business and may provide

for the supervision thereof. Said licensing board or officer

may except as otherwise provided in such ordinance or by-

law, make additional rules, regulations and restrictions.

Said licenses may be revoked at pleasure and shall be subject Revocation of

to the provisions of sections one hundred and eighty-six to

one hundred and eighty-nine, inclusive, of this chapter.

Nothing herein contained shall alter or repeal any existing

ordinances, by-laws, rules, or regulations heretofore adopted

in any city or town.

Section 19. Said chapter one hundred and two as r. l. 102, § so.

amended in section thirty by section two of chapter one
^

hundred and eighty-seven of the acts of nineteen hundred

and two and by chapter one hundred and ninety-three of

the acts of nineteen hundred and ten, is hereby further

amended by striking out said section thirty and substituting

the following: — Section 30. A junk collector shall be -junk

deemed to be any person who collects by purchase or other- defined!^

wise jimk, old metals or second-hand articles from place to

place, whether or not by previous contract or arrangement.

Section 20. Said chapter one hundred and two as r. l. 102. § 32.

amended in section thirty-two by section three of chapter ®*^*'"' '*°'®"

one hundred and eighty-seven of the acts of nineteen hun-

dred and two and by section tw^o of chapter five hundred and

fifty-four of the acts of nineteen hundred and ten, is hereby

further amended by striking out said section thirty-two and

substituting the following :
— Section 32. Whoever is a Penalty.

collector of, dealer in, or keeper of a shop for the purchase,

sale, or barter of, junk, old metals, or second-hand articles

without a license, or in any other place or manner than that

designated in his license or after notice to him that his

license has been revoked, or violates any such rule, regu-

lation or restriction, shall forfeit twenty dollars for each

offense.

Section 21. So much of section one hundred and thirty- Repeal,

four of chapter one hundred and two of the Revised Laws,

as amended by chapter three hundred and nineteen of the

acts of nineteen hundred and ten, as applies to town clerks

is hereby repealed.

Section 22. Section one of chapter four hundred and imendl^^
''

sixty-eight of the acts of nineteen hundred and eleven is
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1913, 835, § 395,
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hereby amended by inserting after the word "of" in the

ninth hne the words— section thirty-seven of, — and by
inserting at the end thereof the words— as appHed to the

pohce force thereof, — so as to read as follows :
— Section 1

.

The provisions of chapter nineteen of the Revised Laws, en-

titled "Of the Civil Service", and all acts in amendment
thereof and in addition thereto, and the civil service rules

made thereunder, and all acts now or hereafter in force re-

lating to the appointment and removal of police officers,

shall apply to the superintendent, chief of police or city

marshal in all cities except Boston, and in all towns that

have accepted, or may hereafter accept, the provisions of

section thirty-seven of said chapter nineteen as applied to

the police force thereof. ^^

Section 23. Section four of chapter six hundred and
fifty-five of the acts of nineteen hundred and thirteen is

hereby amended by striking out the word "officer" in the

fourth line and substituting the word— person, — so as to

read as follows :
— Section 4- In a city or town which accepts

the provisions of this section and the six following sections,

or has accepted the corresponding provisions of earlier laws,

the superintendent of public buildings or such other person

as the mayor and aldermen of such city or the selectmen of

such town may designate shall be inspector of buildings,

and, immediately upon being informed by report or other-

wise that a building or other structure or anything attached

to or connected therewith in that city or town is unsafe or

dangerous to life or limb, shall inspect the same; and if it

appears to him to be dangerous he shall forthwith in writing

notify the owner, agent or any person having an interest

therein to remove it or make it safe and secure. If it appears

that such structure would be specially unsafe in case of fire,

it shall be deemed dangerous within the meaning hereof,

and the inspector of buildings may affix in a conspicuous

place upon its exterior walls a notice of its dangerous condi-

tion, which shall not be removed or defaced without au-

thority from him.

Section 24. Section three hundred and ninety-five of

chapter eight hundred and thirty-five of the acts of nineteen

hundred and thirteen is hereby amended by inserting after

the word "selectmen" in the first line, the words: — or any

less number, — and by adding at the end thereof the words
— If there shall be no remaining selectmen, the tow.n clerk

may call a town meeting; and, if there shall be no town
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clerk, a justice of the peace may call a town meeting in the

manner prescribed in section three hundred and ninety-six

of this chapter, as amended by section two of chapter two

hundred and twenty-one of the General Acts of nineteen

hundred and seventeen, — so as to read as follows: — Sec- Warrants in case

Hon 395. If a majority of the selectmen, or any less number, bolrdo"

shall vacate their offices, or if the full number shall fail to
^^i-^^*™""-

be elected or qualified, the selectmen in office may call a

town meeting. If there shall be no remaining selectmen, the

town clerk may call a town meeting; and, if there shall be

no town clerk, a justice of the peace may call a town meeting

in the manner prescribed in section three hundred and

ninety-six of this chapter, as amended by section two of

chapter two hundred and twenty-one of the General Acts

of nineteen hundred and seventeen.

Section 25. Section three hundred and ninety-eight of
i?^e'nded.^

^''^'

said chapter eight hundred and thirty-five is hereby amended

by inserting after the first paragraph thereof the following

new paragraph : — If a two thirds vote of a town meeting is
^°^^^^^^^

required by statute, the count shall be taken, and the vote two thirds

shall be recorded in the records by the clerk.

Section 26. Section four hundred of said chapter eight
amenfed.^

*°*''

hundred and thirty-five is hereby amended by striking out

the words "two or more field drivers; two or more fence

viewers; and" in the twenty-third and twenty-fourth lines.

Section 27. Section four hundred and fifteen of said iSed.^^^^'

chapter eight hundred and thirty-five is hereby amended by

striking out all after the second sentence, — so as to read as

follows: — Section Aid. Town officers designated by name Town officers,

„ 1 1 1 I n 1 p • ,1 • oath of office.

m section tour hundred shall, before entermg upon tnen-

official duties, be sworn to the faithful performance thereof.

Such oath may be administered by the moderator in open

town meeting, or by the town clerk.

Section 28. Section four hundred and sixteen of said
^^peai.

chapter eight hundred and thirty-five is hereby repealed.

Section 29. Section four hundred and twenty-one of amended.**
^^^'

said chapter eight hundred and thirty-five is hereby amended

by striking out the last sentence and substituting the follow-

ing :
— Towns by vote or by-law may authorize voting by

precincts at special elections of town officers, — so as to

read as follows : — Section 421 . Towns divided into voting Towns may

precincts may, for their annual town election, establish precinct voting

precinct voting for all town officers to be chosen thereat and an'd on question

for voting on the question of granting licenses for the sale t^umlicinses.
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of intoxicating liquors, b.y accepting the provisions of this

section at a meeting called for the purpose and held fourteen

days at least before the annual town meeting. The accept-

ance of the said provisions may be revoked by the town at a

meeting called for the purpose and held thirty days at least

before the annual town meeting; and if so revoked, the

said provisions shall cease to be in force therein. In towns
so voting, or which have accepted the corresponding provi-

sions of earlier laws, all matters to be considered at the

annual town meeting, other than the election of town officers,

and the question of granting licenses for the sale of intoxi-

cating liquors, shall be in order only at a town meeting held

within thirty days after the date of the annual election, and
not later than the thirtieth day of April. The time and
place of holding such subsequent meeting shall be stated in

the warrant for the annual election, and said election, sub-

sequent meeting and its adjournments shall be regarded as

parts of the annual town meeting. The election of a modera-

tor, except in towns where moderators are elected for the

term of one year, shall be the first business in order at said

subsequent meeting. Towns by vote or by-law may au-

thorize voting by precincts at special elections of town
officers.

Section 30. The first paragraph of section four hundred

and twenty-three of said chapter eight hundred and thirty-

five is hereby amended by striking out the words " except as

provided in section four hundred and twenty-six" in the

fourth and fifth lines, — so that said paragraph shall read

as follows: — Section 4^3. If there is a failure at an elec-

tion to choose a town oflScer, or if a person chosen shall not

accept such office, or if a vacancy shall occur, the town

may, at any legal meeting, elect a person to such oSice.

Section 31. Section four hundred and twenty-nine of

said chapter eight hundred and thirty-five is hereby amended

by striking out the word "assessor" in the third line, — so

as to read as follows :
— Section 4^9. If there is a failure

to elect, or if a vacancy occurs in any town office, other

than the offices of selectmen, town clerk, treasurer, collector

of taxes or auditor, the selectmen shall in writing appoint a

person to fill such vacancy. If there is a vacancy in a board

consisting of two or more members, the remaining members

shall give notice thereof in writing to the selectmen, who,

with the remaining member or members of such board shall,
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after one week's notice fill such vacancy by ballot. A ma-
jority of the ballots of the officers entitled to vote shall be

necessary to such election. The person so appointed or

elected shall perform the duties of the office until the next

annual meeting or until another is chosen and qualified.

Section 32. Any town officer may resign his office by Resignation of

filing a resignation thereof in the office of the town clerk,

and such resignation shall be effective forthwith unless a

time certain is specified therein when it shall take effect.

Section 33. Section forty-six of chapter thirty-two of Siiend^.^
*'^'

the Revised Laws is hereby amended by striking out in the

sixth line the words
—

"erecting or", — so as to read as

follows: — Section Ifi. They may make regulations as to Board of

the carrying of fire, firebrands, lighted matches or other regulate

ignited materials openly in the streets or thoroughfares of s^re^"^tc!^
*°

their town or of such parts thereof as they may designate;

or to prohibit owners or occupants of buildings within their

town, or such part thereof as they may designate, from

maintaining any defective chimney, hearth, oven, stove or

stove pipe, fire frame or other fixture, deposit of ashes or

whatever else may give just cause of alarm or be the means
of kindling or spreading fire. Whoever violates any such Penalty,

rule or regulation shall, for each offense, forfeit not more
than twenty dollars. Approved June 1, 1918.

An Act relative to the borrowing of money by the Chap.292
CITY of WORCESTER FOR THE CONSTRUCTION OF A BRIDGE
OVER PART OF LAKE QUINSIGAMOND.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Section 1. Chapter three hundred and two of the i9i5, 302 (G),

General Acts of nineteen hundred and fifteen is hereby '

^'"^^

amended by striking out section two and substituting the

following:— Section 2. The city of Worcester shall, in the Payment of cost

n J • . 11 X *i B 1 of constructing
first mstance, pay all costs and expenses or every nature bridge over part

incident to carrying out the provisions of this act, and shall s/g^ond."'°"

reimburse the county of Worcester for all costs and expenses

of every nature incurred under the provisions of chapter

seven hundred and eighty-seven of the acts of nineteen

hundred and thirteen, and to meet such payments the city is

hereby authorized to borrow such sums, not exceeding three

hundred and twenty-five thousand dollars, as may be neces-

sary, and to issue the notes of the city therefor bearing


