
Quarterly
News

Spring
 2020 

AT and Coronavirus Preparedness 
Steps, products, and resources to prevent infection, educate others
and prepare for staying at home this COVID-19 season. Updated March
16th, 2020.

 

Wash Your Hands Often While Singing the ABCs

Wash your hands with soap and water for at least 20 seconds,
especially after going to the bathroom; before eating; and after
blowing your nose, coughing, or sneezing. Washing can protect you
from infection and help protect others if you are a carrier of the virus.
On the go, use an alcohol-based hand sanitizer with at least 60%
alcohol if you have no access to soap and water. Here's a Popular
Science recipe for homemade hand sanitizer gel (many stores are
running low, but some on these ingredients, too, unfortunately).

http://visitor.r20.constantcontact.com/email.jsp?m=1101570134161
https://at3centerblog.com/2020/03/09/at-and-coronavirus-preparedness/
https://www.popsci.com/story/diy/diy-hand-sanitizer/


Read the rest of AT and Coronavirus Preparedness at the AT3
Center News and Tips blog.

Also related:
MassHealth is authorizing 90-day supplies of medication for
Masshealth members (PDF)

Masshealth has issued guidance to both PCA agencies and
independent PCAs on how to provide service during the new
coronavirus outbreak. 

 MassMATCH Empowers Your Choices 
MassMATCH thanks Easterseals MA and the Southeast Center for
Independent Living (SCIL) for partnering with us to create the
Empowering Choices initiative.

SCIL presents at the Youth Leadership Forum

It's hard to be in charge of your life when your finances feel out of your
control. Getting to a place with choices and greater independence can
be a long climb - one that's particularly steep if you're living on a
limited income with a disability and the equipment you need is out of
reach.

That's why in 2018 the Massachusetts Rehabilitation Commission
(MRC) - the umbrella agency to the MassMATCH program - applied to

https://at3centerblog.com/2020/03/09/at-and-coronavirus-preparedness/
http://bit.ly/MHprescription
http://(http//bit.ly/MassHealthPCA)
https://blog.massmatch.org/massmatch-empowers-your-choices


the federal Administration for Community Living (ACL) to fund
"Empowering Choices." The grant-funded project would expand
opportunities for financial literacy training and provide an easier way to
finance assistive technology.

Read the rest of MassMATCH Empowers Your Choices

 AT Mini Loan Program Success! Dan's New Chair
The Assistive Technology (AT) Mini Loan Program is a
MassMATCH financial loan program managed by Easterseals MA. Thank
you, Dan Moore, for sharing your powerful story and helping to get the
word out about this new way to finance assistive technology. 0%
interest loans are available for up to $2,000 for the purchase of
assistive technology. Individuals with no credit and poor credit are
encouraged to apply.

Dan Moore with his new wheelchair

Nothing is easy when you have Multiple Sclerosis (MS). By the time
you're dressed and ready to get out the door, you've used up so much
energy that you're ready to turn around and collapse into your bed.

Equally difficult is the constant wrangling with healthcare providers,
insurance companies, and agencies that are ostensibly there to help
you, but too often burden you with red tape, endless waits, and

https://blog.massmatch.org/massmatch-empowers-your-choices
https://blog.massmatch.org/at-mini-loan-program-success-dans-new-chair
https://www.massalternativefinance.org/mini-loan


exorbitant fees.

Read the rest of AT Mini Loan Program Success! Dan's New
Chair

New Video! AT Regional Center Public Service
Announcement

Many thanks to Ally Donnelly of NBC 10 Boston for covering the Grand
Re-opening of the AT Regional Center in Boston which is managed by
Easterseals Massachusetts. NBC 10 created a wonderful public service
announcement that has been airing to promote MassMATCH and
Easterseals MA. The video is now captioned and available for sharing.

Check it out below! You can also read about the re-opening of the
center.

 New! The Tar Heel Shared Reader

https://blog.massmatch.org/at-mini-loan-program-success-dans-new-chair
https://blog.massmatch.org/new-video-at-regional-center-public-service-announcement
https://blog.massmatch.org/accessible-xfinity-tv-now-at-the-boston-atrc
https://youtu.be/AsY8llkl8Jk
https://blog.massmatch.org/new-the-tar-heel-shared-reader


Tar Heel Shared Reader screenshot

Here's an exciting new resource to know about.

The Tar Heel Shared Reader is an evidence-based tool for reading with
students who have significant cognitive disabilities. The Tar Heel
Shared Reader brings together the celebrated, accessible, age-
appropriate Tar Heel Reader library with new onscreen tools and
supports to encourage interaction and comprehension.

Read the rest about the New Tar Heel Shared Reader

REquipment News: Team Bonding with Dalkia
Solutions

In January, 130 employees of Dalkia Solutions ended their regional
training with a team bonding event that will make a big difference for
the REquipment program inventory.

https://blog.massmatch.org/new-the-tar-heel-shared-reader
https://dmereuse.org/team-bonding-with-dalkia-solutions/


Thirteen groups of ten assembled new manual wheelchairs from boxes
of component parts. They then held a relay race, maneuvering the
chairs through an obstacle course egged on by cheers and popular
music. The winners won bragging rights. The chairs were donated to
REquipment.

Read the rest of Team Bonding with Dalkia Solutions

Our Highlighted Programs

Assistive Technology Regional Centers (ATRCs) are the place to go to
learn about, try out or borrow assistive technology for up to 4 weeks at
a time at no charge. Search the online inventory here.

ATRCs are operated for MassMATCH by United Cerebral Palsy of
Western MA in Pittsfield, and Easter Seals MA in Worcester and Boston.
They are open to the public and routinely serve individuals with
disabilities including children, seniors and veterans. They also serve
family members and other caregivers, therapists, clinicians, and
educators. Come visit! All are welcome.

The Massachusetts Alternative Finance Program (AFP) provides
individuals with disabilities and their families access to low-interest and
no-interest cash loans to buy the assistive technology devices they
need and/or want. The AFP is funded through state and federal
resources. Easter Seals MA administers the loan funds for MassMATCH.

https://dmereuse.org/team-bonding-with-dalkia-solutions/
https://www.massmatch.org/index.php
https://massmatch.org/find_at/atrc.php
https://massmatch.org/find_at/atrc.php
https://massmatch.at4all.com/
http://massatloan.org/
https://www.massalternativefinance.org/


 
REquipment offers FREE gently-used, refurbished, manual and power
wheelchairs, scooters, sling lifts, rollator walkers, shower
chairs, pediatric devices, portable ramps and other durable medical
equipment (DME) to people who need it. Delivery is available. Search
for available items here. REquipment, Inc. operates the REquipment
program for MassMATCH.

 
Get AT Stuff is the Assistive Technology Exchange website for
Massachusetts. Here visitors can shop for used equipment or advertise
what they are no longer using.

http://dmerequipment.org/
http://dmerequipment.org/
https://reuse.massmatch.org/search.php
https://getatstuff.massmatch.org/
https://getatstuff.massmatch.org/

