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REPORT OF THE SELECTMEN.

Fellow Citizens :
—

Following the custom of our predecessors, we present to

you a limited statement of town affairs for the past year,

and have only selected such subjects as seem to be of general

importance, referring you for fuller details to the financial

statement of the various departments.

TOWN HALL.

On the 17th of June, 1874, the town formally received

from the building committee the keys, as well as the care

and furnishing of the new building. The various offices

have been furnished with suitable furniture, both with a

view to economy and convenience, and will need nothing

more in this direction for years to come. The Melrose

Savings Bank has located in the treasurer’s room, and is

doing a good work for the middling and poorer classes, by

receiving deposits upon interest, of sums which otherwise

would have been diverted to other channels, or, much worse,

frittered away foolishly. Let it have a cordial support.

There has been placed $45,000 of insurance upon the

building, in first class offices,, at the low rate of 1 1-2 per

cent, for the term of five years.

POOR.

The public charge at present is sixty-three persons, whom
we class as follows :

Full support 8

Regular partial support . . . .12
Relieved 26
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The above are chargeable to this town. We also have

tll^ cake of seventeen others, most of whose settlements

are known. The remainder will be determined as soon as

possible and all charged to their respective places. There

are also two hundred tramps, at a cost of 1103.25 for the

year.

While there has been an unusual amount of suffering the

past year among the worthier class, we still find that rum
is the direct or remote cause of very much of the destitution

among our poor
;
and any measure that will crush this evil

will instantly lift a great burden off our tax-payers. We
have recent cases upon our hands, where men have lost

their places by their drinking habits, bringing distress upon

their wives and children, and we have been compelled under

the statute to assist them.

We must send such men to the work-house upon a charge

of neglect of their families. The law is plain, and this has been

a year when the most reluctant have been compelled to urge its

gracious provisions upon us in their own behalf, viz. : “ Over-

seers, in their respective places, shall provide for the immediate

comfort and relief of all persons found therein, when they

fall into distress.” While we are limited and governed by

statute, we have exercised a due discrimination between

those worthy and unworthy to receive its benefits. We
have aimed to be as economical in the disbursement of this

fund as was consistent Avith a laAv founded upon the prin-

ciples of humanity ; and we have assumed that the citizens

of this town seek to maintain that kindly attitude towards

their worthy poor, which the good at all times are prompted

to, and to which heaven points us all. We have never

known so long continued scarcity of labor. Men have been

compelled to the most rigid economy, while many have been

brought to complete beggary ;
and we here gladly bring to

the notice of the toAvn its obligation to the churches, to the

benevolent societies, to the lodges, and to the Christian ladies

and gentlemen, Avho, by their many benefactions and kind
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offices, have so largely assisted us in providing for the needy,

and by which we are enabled to report a cost to this depart-

ment, little if any above that of previous years. The new
settlement law, approved May 28, 1874, is so easy in its

terms and conditions, that it must tend to multiply paupers

in the towns
,
while it may empty the State institutions.

Indeed, we have already found this to be the fact in our

town. We call your attention to Acts and Resolves of 1874,

chap. 274. We are convinced that it will require a larger

appropriation for the poor, under the new enactment, than

formerly. To say that this town ought to take steps to pro-

vide itself with an almshouse, is but to repeat what every

good business man must have concluded in his own mind

;

and we think we need not stop to speak of the many things

which concur to make such a step advisable, but would

simply recommend that this question be settled the coming

year.

NEW LAMP POSTS.

Twelve new posts were set last May, and have been

lighted during the year, as follows :

Lebanon Street, near corner of First Street.

Upliam

Prospect

Tremont

“ “ Fourth “

J. R. Jones’ residence.

Mr. Roakes’

Meh•ose

Main
Upliam

Grove

Emerson
Green

Tremont
Emerson

“ Stone Culvert.

between Franklin and Melrose Streets,

head of East Street,

corner of Berwick Street.
“ “ Lebanon “

opposite Linden “

corner Melrose “

“ Tremont “

making, with sixty-five previously in use, seventy-seven

in all. We would recommend a small annual appropriation

for additional lights, believing that in this way we shall, in

a little while, be sufficiently lighted without the burden of a

large appropriation.
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BREAKING OF STREET LANTERNS.

A source of great annoyance during the past year has

been the frequency of broken glass in street lanterns, and no

small sum has been paid in consequence. A great portion

of this damage has been malicious
;
during the summer a

reward was offered for the detection and conviction of the

offenders, and the local police received special instructions

to make an example of any party who might be detected,

but as yet without result. We hope that this public men-

tion of the matter may restrain some who (thoughtlessly,

perhaps) have in the past contributed to this mischief.

STREET LIGHTS.

The New-England Gas-Light Company, of Boston, have

done the work for the amount of appropriation, viz., $1,300,

although this sum was much smaller than their regular price.

This includes the care of lamps, lighting, and every thing

pertaining to the department. Mr. Brown, the agent of the

company, has been indefatigable in his endeavors to make
the lighting a success

;
always courteous and ready to rem-

edy any cause of complaint. The lights, so far as we are

informed, are generally satisfactory, and certainly much
cheaper than the former mode, giving equally as good light

in extreme cold weather as in the summer months.

GRADE PLANS.

Messrs. Fuller & Whitney of Boston have been employed

to establish a grade for our streets. This is a matter that

should have been attended to years ago. It is intended to

have the plans ready, so that your surveyors may have them

to work on this spring, thus having all the labor systema-

tized, and that what may be done on our streets shall be

lasting.
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NEW STREET.

Charles Street from Emerson to Oakland Street, has been

built in a thorough and workmanlike manner. A very sub-

stantial culvert has been placed at the corner of Emerson

Street, thus controlling the water which heretofore has been

an annoyance to those who have been obliged to receive

the wash in heavy rains. The town appropriated the sum
of $150 for the work, but it has been completed for $112.

We would recommend that at no distant day the street be

accepted and built its entire length.

RAILROAD GATES.

By a vote of the last annual meeting we were instructed

to cause gates to be placed at the several crossings. Several

conferences have been held with the officials, and, as a re-

sult, we have to report that the gates are in position and

doing good service.

LOCK-UP.

Three cells have been placed in the basement of the new
town house, for the accommodation of prisoners and lodgers.

It has been substantially built and furnished within the

appropriation allotted by the town, and is a great saving in

the matter of “ tramps,” who have heretofore cost the town
at the rate of one dollar each per night.

HIGHWAYS.

Soon after entering upon our official duties we divided

the town into three districts, allotting one of each to the

respective surveyors. We believe the town has been faith-

fully served, the work well done, and general satisfaction

given.

NEW HOSE HOUSE.

During the year a very eligible piece of land has been
purchased upon Franklin Street, and a new house built for

Hose Company, No. 3.
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The architecture of the building is neat, its rooms ample.

The bell which formerly did service in the tower of Hose 1

has been removed and placed in the belfry of the new house,

and altogether the town is in possession of as useful a struct-

ure, one that is satisfactory to its occupants and the neigh-

borhood, as it was possible to put together for any thing like

the money invested in this.

NEW SCHOOLHOUSE.

By an incendiary fire, which destroyed the old High

School building on IJpham Street, in April last, it became

necessary for the town to at once build a new house
; the

proper committee was appointed, and an elegant new struct-

ure now occupies the place of the old one. As the report

of the School Committee will probably give a full report

of this matter, we leave it with the simple statement as

above.

NEW ARMORY.

Early in the spring arrangemants were made with Mr. H.

A. Leonard to build an Armory for Battery “C,” 2d Light

Artillery, which should be acceptable to the selectmen of

the town and the adjutant general of the State, for which

the town should take a lease of five years, at a rental of

1600 per annum.

Mr. Leonard at once commenced his building on Dell

Avenue, and early in the fall had ready for occupancy rooms

specially adapted for military purposes.

The building received the approval of all parties in

interest, so that the annual amount of rent will be refunded

by the State.

The town is to be congratulated that by recent changes

the whole of this Battery is located in our precincts. It is

a noble body of young men, and under the care and guidance

of our fellow townsmen, Col. C. B. Baldwin, we feel will
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ever be a credit, not only to the town, but to the militia of

the State, of which they form a part.

REAL ESTATE BELONGING TO THE TOWN.

By the fire which some years since destroyed documents

belonging to the town, several deeds of property were lost

;

and inasmuch as very recently some question has been raised

as to where the town did actually own in a certain estate,

and as these questions are likely to frequently occur in the

future, we would recommend the appointment of a com-

mittee by the town, to have every piece of real estate

belonging to the town surveyed, plans made, boundaries

fixed, and new deeds made and placed on file, to the end

that all the property of the town may be definitely located,

and its title fixed beyond question.

CLAIM FOR DAMAGES SETTLED.

On the 5th of October the Board was formally notified

that Mrs. Samuel N. Green of Stoneliam had met with a

serious accident at the corner of Porter and Lebanon Streets,

by reason of a defect in the highway, and claimed damages

for personal injuries by reason of the same. The Board at

once investigated the matter, and found that heavy rains,

in coming down Porter Street, when they reached the foot

of the street, had washed out a gutter from the centre of

Porter Street to the culvert on corner of Lebanon Street.

It was in this gutter that the claimant stepped, causing a

severe injury. We visited her at her residence in Stoneham,

and became assured that the case was one of real suffering.

We sent two of our own physicians to examine the case,

and at once took legal advice in regard to the law that would
apply in the case.

On the evening of Oct. 13 the husband of the injured

party presented himself to the Board and made claim for

11000 as damages. Subsequently reports were received
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from our physicians and attorney, all agreeing that a speedy

settlement was for the best interest of the town. Accord-
ingly negotiations were at once entered upon, and a full

settlement made for the sum of $150.

We feel that under all the circumstances the town have

reason to congratulate themselves that this case was settled

without recourse to the courts, which in any event, however
favorable to the town, would have cost very much more of

money, to say nothing of time and trouble.

WILLIAM A. HOWARD— SUIT.

This case, which was a claim for $5000 for injuries re-

ceived in Walnut Street, by reason of a defect in the high-

way, was tried at the last term of the Superior Court, held

in Cambridge. Able counsel represented the town, and

what was considered a thorough defence on the part of the

town was made. The jury, however, gave a verdict for the

plaintiff in the sum of $962.50.

Exceptions have been filed, and a motion for a new trial

will be argued next January.

TOWN OF MELROSE VS. MERRIMACK MUTUAL FIRE INSUR-

ANCE COMPANY OF ANDOVER.

This was a suit which we commenced, to recover the

sum of $3500, insured upon old High School building, de-

stroyed last April. The Company, acting through its Pres-

ident, refused our claim upon what we considered a frivolous

excuse. We at once brought suit and entered it for trial;

thus the case stood until about the first of February, when
application was made for a settlement. It was stated that

the Company had elected a new president, and that the

directors were willing and desirous to do all that was fair

and just in the premises ;
they entirely disclaimed the action

of their late president, and really seemed as if they wanted

the town to have its just dues. After some consultation

with all parties in interest and by advice of our counsel, we
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settled upon the following terms : The Company to pay to

the Town the full sum of insurance, ($8,500), all the costs of

court and one-half of the interest from the date when the

Company were bound to make good the loss. Thus was

saved a long and tedious trial, which, in any event, would

have been expensive to all parties.

OTHER CASES.

The cases of William J. Farnsworth vs. the Town, and

Nelson Cochrane vs. the Town, were not reached at this term

of the court and have gone over to the April term.

FINANCIAL.

Your attention is called to the healthy condition of the

financial affairs of the town.

Mr. Newhall, our treasurer, has done his work well. The
credit of the town was never better. Our debt is seemingly

large, but we have, exclusive of our streets, abundant assets,

at a fair valuation to cover it.

With taxable property of over four million dollars, with

over one thousand taxable polls, with good schools, a pru-

dent government, low taxation, rigid economy, good railroad

facilities, beautiful scenery, a healthful soil, and an abundant

supply of pure water, brought into our houses and shops by

gravitation, we may hope for reasonable prosperity.

The Sinking Fund shows that we mean to pay our debts.

It is simple, effective and inexpensive, doing its great work
silently, vigorously, and with unerring certainty ;

it will

consolidate into itself the town debt, contracted prior to

last year, as fast as it is practicable, and pay it off as fast as it

is due.

Respectfully submitted,

WALTER BABB,
H. G. FIELDS,
GEO. A. MANSFIELD,

Selectmen of Melrose.

Melrose, March 5, 1875.

2
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REPORT OF THE TOWN CLERK.

Statistics of Births
,
Marriages and Deaths in the Town of

Melrose, from January 1, 1874, to January 1, 1875.

BIRTHS.

Whole number of Births—Males 57, Females 45— 102

American parentage .... 58

Foreign “ ..... 88

American and Foreign .... 6

MARRIAGES.

Whole number of Marriages ..... 33

Native born ...... 22

Foreign “ ...... 9

Foreign and native ..... 2

First marriage of parties . . .57
Second marriage of parties . . .9

66—33 couples.

Oldest person married, 73 years.

Youngest person married, 16 “

INTENTIONS OF MARRIAGE RECORDED.

Whole number of couples...... 32

Both parties residing in Melrose, . . 21

But one party residing in Melrose . • 11

k



15

DEATHS.

Whole number ....
Males (married)

Females (married)

Widows ....
Widowers ....
Males (single) .

Females (single)

Under 1 year

Over 1 year and under 10 years
u 10- 66 66 20 66

66 20 44 44 30 66

66 30 It 40 66

66 40 66 50 66

66 50 44 44 60 66

66 60 44 44 70 6 6

66 70 66 80 44

66 80 66 It 90 44

11 )

9

8

8

20

20

21

8

5

9

8

4

T

8

9

5

79

Number of Dogs licensed during the year 1874 . 198

188 Males at 12.00 each . . . $876.00

10 Females at $5.00 each . . . 50.00

$426.00

Less clerk’s fees—198 at 20 cents each . 89.60

$886.40

Amount paid to Amos Stone, County Treas-

urer, as required by Law . . $386.40

JOHN LARRABEE, Town Clerk.
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FINANCIAL STATEMENT.

EXPENSES OF PUBLIC SCHOOLS.

High School.

Sam’l Harrington, twenty-nine weeks’

salary, $1,450 00

A. G. Whitman, twelve weeks’ salary,

to March 1, 1875, 600 00

Mary L. Charles, forty-two weeks’ sal-

ary, to March 1, 1875, 1,050 00

Emma A. J. Bugbee, fourteen weeks’

salary to March 1, 1875, 245 00

C. E. Prior, seven weeks’ salarv, 122 50

First Glrammar.

Frank L. Smith, thirty-four weeks’

salary to January 1, 1875,

Do., balance as per agreement,

Do., two weeks’ salary to Jan. 16,

1875,

H. F. Woodman, five weeks’ salary,

to March 1, 1875,

Second Girammar .

Lucy W. Bisbee, forty-two weeks’

salary to March 1, 1875,

930 00

200 00

75 00

187 50

$3,467 50

1,392 50

630 00

030 00
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Third Grammar.

Julia M. Porter, forty-two weeks’

salary to March 1, 1875, 630 00

Centre Grammar.

Emma M. Cate, forty-two weeks’ sal-

ary to March 1, 1875, 630 00

Centre Intermediate

.

Chastine Emerson, forty-two weeks’

salary to March 1, 1875. 577 50

Lynde St. Intermediate.

Jennie L. Crie, forty-two weeks’ sal-

ary to March 1, 1875, 577 50

Vinton St. Intermediate.

Emma M. Norris, forty-two weeks’

salary to March 1, 1875, 577 50

Highland Primary.

Annie Woodman, eighteen weeks’ sal-

ary to June 27, 1874, 247 50

Alice S. Brown, twenty-four weeks’

salary to March 1, 1875, 330 00

Green St. Primary.

Nellie M. Buffum, thirty-nine weeks

salary, 398 75

Lydia Mendum, twelve weeks’ salary

to Marc! i 1, 1875, 165 00

630 90

630 00

577 50

577 50

577 00

577 50

563 75
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Centre Primary.

Sarah E. Pratt, forty-two weeks’ sal-

ary to March 1, 1875, 577 50

Upham St. Primary.

Susan I). Melcher, forty-two weeks’

salary to March 1, 1875, 577 50

Lynde St. Primary.

M. M. Gilman, forty-two weeks’ sal-

ary to March 1, 1875, 577 50

577 50

577 50

D I < 50

Vinton St. Primary.

G. F. Treadwell, ten weeks’ salary, 137 50

Hannah F. Lewis, eight weeks’ salary, 110 00

Etta W. Livermore, twenty-four

weeks’ salary, 330 00

577 50

Fannie E. Grover, teaching music, 241 00

Georgie N. Bordman, teaching music

six months, 360 00

N. F. Dracopolis, teacher of French, 165 00

766 00

Ansel B. Pierce,

O. K. Stebbins,

Michael Murray,

J. W. Simonds,

A. L. Upham,
D. E. Wetherbee,

H. G. Fields,

Janitors.

358 34

133 33

100 00

79 17

50 00

42 70

12 50

776 04
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Rent.

George F. Boardman, seven months’

rent of Concert Hall, 175 00

Fuel.

S. E. Benson, coal and wood, 836 38

A. B. Pierce, charcoal, 8 00

P. G. O’Neil, 44 5 00

School Committee.

Nelson Cochrane, services, 30 00

J. O. Norris, services, 125 00

175 00

849 38

155 00

RECAPITULATION.
Salaries,

Janitors,

Rent,

Fuel,

Committee,

Contra .

Appropriation,

Balance from last year,

Received from State,

Balance to credit of fund, $414 48.

$12,699 < o

776 04

175 00

849 38

155 00

$14,655 17

$13,800 00

1,013 28

256 37

$15,069 65

SCHOOL CONTINGENT.
Appropriation,

Balance from last year,

$2300 00

248 19

$2,548 19
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Expended .—Schoo l Contingent.

J. L. Hammett, books and school furniture, $126 27

Carrie A. Eastman, books and stationery, 167 12

Joel Atwood, carpenter work and stock, 335 49

J. C. Howes, repairing stoves and sundries, 161 55

Bugbee & Barrett, brooms, brushes, etc., 9 66

C. S. Parker & Sons, slating High School house, 76 46

Joseph L. Ross, new desks, and repairing desks, 228 93

Walworth Manuf. Co., balance on heating apparatus, 476 55

Geo. M. McCoy, insurance agent, policies on High

School house, 450 00

A. B. Pierce, sundries, 16 12

Babb & Stephens, printing, 28 00

Town of Melrose, use of hall, 20 00

Crosby, Morse & Foss, silver medals, 42 00

S. Harrington, cash paid for books, 12 11

C. E. Keith, tuning and repairs on piano, 7 00

F. T. & C. E. Palmer, painting and glazing, 16 19

M. F. Eastman, expressing, 12 25

Rice, Kendall & Co., paper, 17 77

D. Wetherbee, glazing, 4 00

Thompson, Brown & Co., books, 33 94

J. O. Norris, cash paid for singing books, 20 00

J. McCarthy, charcoal, 3 00

E. A. Robinson, teaming, *3 50

Thomas Hall, instruments, 11 00

S. A. Drake, traveling expenses, 3 70

Taylor & Pratt, repairing chair, 50

P. Edson, thermometer, 50

W. S. Upham, glazing, 5 15

Thomas Ireland, cleaning clock, 1 50

Frank Stevens, painting, 3 00

Amount carriedforward, $2,293 26
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Amount brought forward, $2,293 26

Lawrence, Wilde & Hull, shades, 31 75

Mrs. G. N. Bordman, music, 4 00

C. H. Hayward, floor-brush, 3 00

J. L. Shorey, books, 7 00

Maynard & Noyes, ink, 6 70

$2,345 71

Balance unexpended, 202 48

$2,548 19

HIGHWAY FUND.

Appropriation for highways . $3,000.00
“ “ sidewalks . 1,000.00

Balance as shown last year 10.00

$4,010.00

Expended under direction of L. T. Freeman,

follows

:

surveyor, as

For labor, as per vouchers, $1,174.15

J. D. Hodges, gravel, 58.10

L. T. Freeman, “ 53.00

Jonathan Barrett, gravel, 9.50

J. P. Deering & Co., lumber, 11.33

James Worthen & Co., spikes, 1.50

T. McCoubrey, sharpening tools, etc., 25.75

$1,333.33

3
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Expended under direction of James Marshall, surveyor, as

follows

:

For labor and teams, as per vouchers, 11,118.00

J. P. Deering & Co., lumber, 26.21

James Marshall, gravel, 65.80
44 44 repairing culvert, 40.50

Joseph Lynde, gravel, 25.00

F. Bennett, 44 19.10

J. O. Lynde, 44 6.10

T. McCoubrey, sharpening tools, etc., 81.29

1,882.00

Expended under direction of George P. Fuller, surveyor, as

follows :

For labor, as per vouchers, 1906.25
44 teams, 44 4 4 297.00

Ami C. Chick, blasting rock, 20.00

T. McCoubrey, sharpening tools, etc., 14.85

Mrs. E. Emerson, gravel, 7.80

G. P. Fuller, nails, etc., 2.16

$1,247.56

Paid bill of 1872 to F. A. Messenger, $10.00

RECAPITULATION.

Bill of 1872 to F. A. Messenger, $10.00

Bills approved by L. T. Freeman, 1,833.88

• 4 44 James Marshall, 1,332.00

44 44 George P. Fuller, 1,247.56

$3,922.89

87.11Balance unexpended,

$4,010.00
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FIRE DEPARTMENT.

Engineers, for services to May 1, 1874, 175 00

Engineers, 51 poll taxes (refunded by

vote of the Town), 102 00

Bugbee & Barrett, sundries, 20 20

M. F. Eastman, expressing, 2 10

, J. R. Norton, record book, 2 50

T. B. Stantial, moving bell, 9 00

W. D. Cole, oil, etc., 14 00

Members, extra services, 150 00
$374 80

Bigelow Hook and Ladder Co., No. 1.

Members for services to Feb. 1. 1875, $463 74

Joseph Baker, steward, three months, 10 00

C. W. Burnham, “ nine “ 30 00

J. R. Norton, cash paid repairing box, 6 25

M. &. M. Gas Co., 2 25

J. Larrabee, sponge, 1 25

F. C. Anthes & Co., plating, 9 00

M. C. Warren & Co., duster, 4 50

F. Curtis, guy poles, 7 82

E. C. Dutton, 2 30

D. H. Walker, ladders and repairs, 22 75

F. A. Robinson, concrete,

T. S. Clogston, radiator,

F. T. & C. E. Palmer, painting,

J. P. Deering & Co., lumber,

T. B. Stantial, carpenter work,

S. Ellison, plastering,

P. E. Burnham, lathing,

Bugbee & Barrett, nails, etc.,

Daily & Harrigan, gas piping,

50 00

50 00

50 07

134 91

92 50

19 00

8 70

13 97

30 26

Amount carriedforward, $1,009 27
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Amount brought forward, $1009 27

M. C. Warren & Co., hardware, 27 14

J. C. Howes, pipe, etc., 22 46

Hamblen & Matthews, sink, 2 00

Lawrence, Wilde & Hull, furniture, 50 50

Hardy & Co., doors, 4 25

Chandler & Co., moulding and badge, 5 59

T. F. Hanly, weather strips, 1 18

Thomas McCoubrey, fire hook, etc., 11 92
1,134 31

Russell Hose Co., Ho. 1.

Members for services to Feb. 1, 1875, 281 25

W. T. Howard, steward one year, 40 00

W. T. Howard, extra work, 75

J. R. Norton, cash paid for straps, 2 50

Franklin Curtis, hooks and thimbles, 2 30

E. C. Dutton, hose strap, 1 50

Bugbee & Barrett, sundries, 6 14

M. & M. Gas Co., 21 15

S. E. Benson, coal, 21 20

T. McCoubrey, iron work, 8 58

J. P. Deering & Co., lumber, 31 04

Hardy & Co., doors, 61 25

P. E. Burnham, lathing, 6 00

S. Ellison, plastering, 47 50

T. B. Stantial, labor, 43 75

S. Yaller, labor, 8 25

F. T. & C. E. Palmer, painting, 16 87

Daily & Harrigan, gas piping, 3 50

R. M. Rand, paper hanging, 2 00

William Keith, curtains and paper, 8 40

Murphy, Leavens & Co, duster, 4 00

A. W. Lynde, gravel, 6 00
$623 93
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Wyoming Hose Co., No. 2.

Members for services to Feb. 1, 1875, $276 25

Frank Gibbons, steward, one year, 40 00

Waverly Masonic Association, rent, fif-

teen months, 187 50

S. E. Benson, coal and wood, 21 80

M. & M. Gas Co., 13 05

Goodyear Rubber Co., coats, 11 00

J. C. Howes, pipe, etc., 5 25

F. Curtis, hooks and thimbles, 2 30

Bugbee and Barrett, oil, etc., 1 20

T. McCoubrey, iron work, 75

J. R. Norton, record book and sponges, 7 50

566 10

Highland Hose Co., No. 3.

Members for services to Feb. 1, 1875, 281 25

Webster Brown, steward, three months, 10 00

J. M. Crowell, steward, nine months, 30 00

J. R. Norton, badge and hook, 2 00

E. L. & F. S. Rollins, shades, 5 75

W. T. Howard, oiling hose, 4 00

F. Curtis, hooks and thimbles, 2 80

A. French & Co., lamps, 11 50

F. E. Stuart, settees, 20 00

Thomas Gaffney & Co., scorcher, 13 75

S. E. Benson, coal, 18 00

J. Singer, oil, etc., 3 12

William Keith, curtains, 8 00

J. C. Howes, stove pipe, etc., 20 09

J. P. Deering & Co., lumber, 14 28

Water Commissioners, service pipe, 44 56

J. M. Crowell, painting, 26 ,30

$514 90
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RECAPITULATION.

Hook and Ladder Co., $1,134 31

Russell Hose Co., 623 93

Wyoming 44 566 10

Highland 44 514 90

Engineers and others, 374 80

Balance unexpended last year,

Appropriation,
44 additional,

To credit of fund,

$3,214 04
131 99

3,000 00

150 00

67 95

$3,281 99 $3,281 99

CONTINGENT EXPENSES.

Appropriation, $1,500

Received for auctioneer’s license, H. C. Richardson, 2
44 44 44 J. R. Jones, 2
44 44 44 A. Durant, 2
44 44 44 G. Stockwell, 2
44 old pump at the Highlands, 1

44 for rent of Newhall House, 230

00

00

00

00

00

00

00

$1,739 00

Expended,— Contingent.

A. H. Briggs, trial justice costs and expenses of

fire inquest, (J. E. Westgate’s stable,) $100 05

A. H. Briggs, services, case of Commonwealth

vs. Lyons, 45 00

Amount carried forward,
$145 05
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Amount brought,forward, $145 05

S. A. Boardman, rent of Unity hall, six months, 150 00

S. A. Boardman, gas, and use of hall Decoration Day, 30 00

C. K. Darling, ledger, 3 50

Ellis Bros., moving safe and furniture. 15 00

John Larrabee, collecting, recording, and index-

ing 102 births, 51 00

Do., recording and indexing 33 marriages, 4 95

Do., 44 44 44 79 deaths, 9 90

Nathaniel Howard, returning 60 deaths, 15 00

Eliza Green, Stoneham, for injuries received on

Porter street,' 150 00

S. F. Keyes, services, case of Green vs. Town, 35 00

Moses Parker, medical attendance and advice,

case of Green vs. Town, 25 00

Richmond Barss, medical attendance and advice,

case of Green vs. Town, 20 00

Nelson Cochrane, surveying streets, 9 00

Nelson Cochrane, gravel furnished in 1872, 20 00

Board of Assessors, clerical assistance, and mak-

ing returns to the State, 125 00

W. W. Boardman, carriage hire for the Assessors, 9 00

G. W. Bartlett, 44 44 44 18 00

J. L. Fairbanks, book for Assessors, 3 00

E. B. Smith, services, case of Commonwealth vs.

Hirsch, 5 00

M. F. Eastman, expressing, 10 20

E. A. Robinson, expressing, 6 00

D. H. Walker, repairing hearse, 27 25

E. H. Goss, services as Auditor, 1874, 12 50

J. R. Norton, 44 44 44 12 50

J. A. Lambert, moving weights and measures, 3 00

Amount carriedforward, $914 85
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Amount broughtforward, $914 85

Battery “ C,” M. V. M., firing salute July 4th, 80 00

W. T. Howard, ringing bell, July 4th, 2 00

A. Durant “ “ “ 2 00

H. G. Fields, “ “ “ 2 00

O. K. Stebbins, “ “ “ (2 bills,) 8 50

David Fairbanks, cash paid for sundries, 13 50

P. G. O’Neil, charcoal, 50

Doane & Greenough, stationery, 10 38

A. W. Haskell, printing, 9 50

Babb & Stephens, printing, 82 25

S. F. Keyes, examining title of land for hose house, 25 75

Do., examining records, making copies, etc., as to

the location of ditch from Essex St. to Dix Pond, 75 00

Do., examining records, copies, deeds, etc., 16 95

Town of Everett, assessment for services of I. S.

Morse before the Legislature, on Malden Bridge, 12 50

M. &. M. Gas Co., 6 30

F. T. & C. E. Palmer, repairing street lanterns, 118 67

H. C. Richardson, conveying prisoners, etc., 24 00

A. B. Pierce, distributing warrants, notices, etc., 55 00

J. C. Howes, repairing lanterns and water pipes, 19 02

G. W. Randall, stone for culvert, Essex St., 3 00

Labor on culvert as per vouchers, 44 50

Geo. P. Fuller, building culvert and material fur-

nished, 43 96

J. Marshall, labor on fence, Main Street, 7 50

H. C. Gray, advertising, 1 00

J. P. Deering, lumber, 7 68

S. E. Benson, coal, 8 25

$1,539 56

199 44

$1,739 00

Balance unexpended,
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SUPPORT OF POOR.
Town ofWoburn, support of L.W. Harris and family, $271 38

“ “Malden, “ “ Frank Tainter, 222 75

City of Boston, “ “ Harriet P. Krantz, 160 21
“ “ “ “ “ Maria E. Waitt (re-

funded) 165 44
“ “ “ aid toW. A. Johnson & A. B. Howard, 37 56

M. S. Shedd, support of Charles Howard, 9 mos., 135 00

Hill Bros., supplies to “ “ 6 “ 92 21

Bugbee & Barrett, supplies to Mrs. L. G. Davis and

Mrs. Barter

Bugbee & Barrett, supplies to Mrs. Aiken,
“ “ “ “ sundry poor,

Simeon Locke, rent for Mrs. Adams,

John S. Page, board of Lucy Barron,

Worcester Lunatic Hosp., board of Mrs. Thomas,

(refunded)

J. W. Simonds, board of Abigail Conner,

H. P. Hollis, allowance,—cash

City of Cambridge, aid to F. W. Loan,

St. Vincent’s Asylum, board Katie Lyman,

.

Mary Henney, rent for Mrs. E. C. Grover,

Eliza McAlmond, board of “ “ “ “

Dr. Parker, med. attend, on “ “ “ “

Abby Barter, board of “ “ “ “

Mrs. E. C. Grover, allowance, cash,

Horace B. Runey, burial William Stinson,

A. B. Pierce, services, removing body of William

Stinson, 5 00

Nathaniel Howard, burial Joshua and Chauncy

Follansbee, 45 00

Hiram Parker, burial Hollis’ child, in 1873, 6 00

Geo. Newhall & Co., shoes to Howard and Conner, 5 25

185 80

54 00

59 44

104 20

108 00

183 11

160 00

132 00

25 00

54 00

23 00

54 00

14 00

17 14

24 00

24 00

Amount carriedforward,

4

$2,367 44
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Amount broughtforward
, $2,367 44

J. B. Souther, for bedstead, 4 50
F. Hamilton, board of pauper, 3 00
H. G. Fields, expenses, 7 91

Geo. Lynde, coal and wood, sundry poor, 81 39

S. E. Benson, 44 44 44 44 23 70

James Worthen & Co., supplies to sundry poor, 45 00

L. F. Hinckley, 4 4 44 44 39 06

J. Larrabee, medicine, sundry poor, 6 00

James Killion, sawing wood, 2 38

Sabina Mahan, lodging 53 tramps, 53 00

Dennis and Bridget Kelly, lodging 63 tramps, 63 00

George G. Bunt, meals to tramps, 35 25

S. F. Barrett, tickets to tramps, 5 10

$2,736 73

Appropriation, 1,000 00

Balance unexpended last year, 1,051 18

Received from James Worthen, guardian M. E.

Waitt, „ 165 44

Received from J. & G. A. Thomas, 183,11
4 4 44 Town of Malden, 134 60
44 4 4 City of Lowell, 45 00
44 44 State Treasurer, 106 20

2,685 53
Expenditures exceed appropriation and receipts, 51 20

12,736 73

Paid bills of last year, as follows :

Bugbee & Barrett, goods to Davis and

Aiken, $18 00

Dennis Kelly, lodging 20 tramps, 20 00

Simeon Locke, rent, 10 42

Amount carriedforward, $48 42
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Amount bro lightforward, $48 42

H. B. Newhall, care of tramps, 9 50

W. J. Farnsworth, tickets to tramps, 60

George Newhall, boots, 1 75

H. P. Hollis, aid, 12 00

72 27

Including bills of 1873 and 1874, $2,809 00

Expenditures exceed appropriation and

receipts, as shown, $123 47

Receipts, 2,685 53

2,809 00<

Bills are due this department as follows :

From State, 86 89

“ City of Boston, 18 00

“ Town of Norfolk, 20 35

125 24

NEW TOWN HALL.

Balance unexpended to credit of fund, $5,849 26

Town’s appropriation to replace

amount paid for Newhall lot and

building, 6,000 00

Amounts refunded to this account,

which was paid for interest, in 1873, 1,898 52

$13,747 78

Paid on committee’s orders to con-

tractors and others,

To credit of fund,

$12,162 59

1,585 19
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ARMORY.
DR.

Paid rent for Battery “ C,” M. Y. M.

:

“ P. R. Ellis, 62 50

“ A.
(

V. Lynde, 100 00

“ II. A. Leonard, 300 00

|462 50

OR.

By received one year’s rent, from Jan. 1,

1874, to Jan. 1, 1875, 437 50

CENTRE SCHOOL HOUSE.
Appropriation, $10,000 00

Paid by orders from Committee to con-

tractors and others, 9,691 12
,

Balance unexpended, 308 88
10,000 00

MELROSE WATER FUND.
DR.

Due the Town from last year,

1874.

May 1, To paid hit. coupons on $6,000 Bonds,

June 3, To paid int. coupons on $20,000 Bonds,

June 30, To paid int. coupons on $1,000 Bonds,

$1,393 20

180 00

600 00

30 00

Amount carriedforward , $2,203 20



FINANCIAL STATEMENT. 33

Amount broughtforward, $2,203 20

July 29, To paid int. coupons on $100,000 Bonds, 3,000 00

Oct. 1, To paid int. coupons on $27,000 Bonds, 810 00

1875.

Jan. 1, To paid int. coupons on $100,000 Bonds, 3,000 00

To paid orders on Water Fund, 7,712 92

Paid Ann E. & Charles Copeland,

land damage, 875 00

Paid J. D. Wilde, Treas. M. M. & M.

Water Boards, amount ordered to

settle claims, 23,104 58

23,979 58

$40,705 70

CE.

Town’s appropriation for use of water, $1,500 00

1874.

Dec. 26. By received for twenty-three Bonds,

$1,000 each, sold at 96, 22,080 00

Dec. 26.. By received for accrued interest, 314 00

By received cash on account at va-

rious times, 9,696 23

33,590 23

Due the Town, 7,115 47

$40,705 70

«
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INSURANCE.
DR.

Appropriation, 800 00

Received from Manufacturers Ins. Co., dividend, 221 82
44 44 Dorchester Mutual, 44 44 30 00
44 44 Quincy 44 44 44 18 00
44 44 Mechanics & Farmers Ins. Co.,

dividend, 9 00
44 44 Howard Ins. Co., dividend, 11 74
4 4 44 Merrimack 44 44 7 20
44 4 4 Weymouth & Braintree Ins. Co.,

dividend, 15 00

$1,112 76

CR.

George M. M 4Coy, insurance agents, 9 policies

of 5,000 each, for 5
.

years, on Town Hall, 720 00

J. E. Westgate & Son, , 76 50

Central Mutual Ins. Co., assessment, 40 50

George M. McCoy, 1 87

838 87

Balance unexpended, 273 89

$1,112 76

STATE AID.

Samuel Sprague, 120 00

William Story, 120 00

Sara E. Stilphen, 96 00

Joseph S. Eastman, 72 00

Luzon Weeks, 72 00

Amount carriedforward, 1480 00
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Amount brought forward, $480 00

Sarah Barrett, 48 00

Mary F. Howard, 48 00

Helen E. Poole, 48 00

Jennie T. Upliam, guardian F. E. Jackson, 48 00

C. H. Isburgh, guardian H. E. Morse, 48 00

T. P. Nelson, “ W. L. and A. I. Champney, 48 00

Abigail W. Bryant, 5 months, 20 00

Bridget Dolan, 5 months, 20 00

H. W. Cushman, 5 months, 22 50

880 50

TOWN HALL.
DR.

Appropriation for furnishing the same,

Received from Melrose Lyceum, use of Hall,

44 44 other parties for 4 4 44

CR.

Lawrence, Wilde & Hull, furniture, 514 25

Charles Taylor, labor, and stock furnished, 503 39

S. E. Benson, coal. 433 50

M. & M. Gas Co., 204 75

Frank Stevens, painting and lettering, 54 68

I). O. Morton, wire screens, 48 16

American Rubber Co., spittoons, 39 00

M. C. Warren & Co., hardware, 17 51

J. C. Howes, sundries, 12 57

Bugbee & Barrett, sundries, 7 93

J. H. Wilson, balusters, 15 00

Amount carried forward , 11,850 74

1,500 00

825 00

435 00

2,260 00
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Amount broughtforward, $1,850 74

J. McCarthy, charcoal, 10 00
P. G. O’Neil, 2 50
H. G. Fields, cash paid for sundries, 9 90

J. Larrabee, “ “
8 50

G. G. Nichols, mason work, 6 80

T. McCoubrey, wrench, etc., 2 25

Small Bros. & Lovejoy, poles, 5 25

H. G. Fields, services as janitor, 6 months, 200 00

2,095 94

Balance on hand, 164 06

2,260 00

LOCK UP.

Appropriation, $500 00

Paid Geo. G. Nichols, as per contract, $367 90
“ “ “ iron bedsteads, etc., 53 50
“ T. S. Clogston & Co., radiator, etc., 56 22
“ Lawrence, Wilde & Hull, mattresses, 16 50

$494 12

Balance unexpended, 5 88

|500 00

HOSE HOUSE AT THE HIGHLANDS.

Appropriation, $1,000 00

Paid Committee’s orders to Bodge &
Emery, $1,045 00

Expenditures exceed appropriation, 45 00

$1,045 00 $1,045 00
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DRAINAGE.
Appropriation, $100 00

Balance unexpended iu 1873, 63 00

Paid James Marshall, work under bridge

at Wyoming, 16 00

“ Geo. P. Fuller, work done on cul-

vert, Dell Avenue, 33 70

Balance unexpended, 113 30

$163 00

LAND FOR HOSE HOUSE
AT THE HIGHLANDS.

Appropriation, $1,100 00

Paid Nathan Green, $1,091 43

Balance unexpended, 8 57

$1,100 00

STREET LIGHTS.
Appropriation, $1,300 00

Paid N. E. Gas Light Co., lighting and

care of street lanterns one year, $1,239 15

Balance unexpended, 60 85

$1,300 00

LAND DAMAGE.
Appropriation, in 1872, for land taken for widening

Myrtle Street, 100 00

Paid C. H. Isburgh, 100 00
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ADDITIONAL STREET LAMPS.

Appropriation, 850 00

Paid N. E. Gas Light Co., 12 street lanterns,

posts, etc., set and painted, all complete, 278 61

Balance unexpended, 71 89

NEW STREETS.

Appropriation for Charles Street, 150 00

Paid C. Hoffman, building same, per order of Com., 112 00

38 00

ALARM BELL.
Appropriation, 1,000 00

Paid William Blake & Co., bell complete,

hung in tower of Town Hall, 922 70
44 M. C. Warren & Co., rings, etc., 6 70
44 Thompson & Hearn, bulls-eyes, 1 60
44 Franklin Curtis, rope, 8 25
44 Charles Taylor, labor, 18 00

957 25

Balance unexpended, 42 75

1,000 00

DECORATION DAY.

200 00

12 96

Appropriation,

Balance from 1872,
212 96
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Paid Post 4, G. A. IP, 200 00

Amount in treasury, 12 96

212 96

GRADING PLAN.

Appropriation at April meeting, 300 00
44 November meeting, 300 00

Paid Fuller & Whitney,

To credit of account,

300 00

300 00

600 00

600 00

* POLICE.
Appropriation,

Paid PL C. Richardson, for services, 192 50
“ H. B. Newhall, “ 133 50

“ A. B. Pierce, 44 26 75
44 G. W. Bartlett, carriage hire, 9 00
44 G. Van Buskirk, services in 1873, 7 00

400 00

368 75

Balance unexpended, 31 25

400 00

WYOMING CEMETERY.

DR.

Paid Nath’l Howard, labor performed and furnished, $264 20
44 Small Bros. & Lovejoy, stakes, 30 00
44 Brigham & Co., stencil, etc. 1 00
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Paid Babb & Stephens, deeds and books,
44 John Stevens, tracing plan,

44 Nelson Cochran, surveying,
44 David Fairbanks, services on books,
44 John Larrabee, “ 44 44

44 44 44 44 in cemetery,
44 George Newhall, 44 44 44 1874,
“ u a a u “ 1878

,

25 50

10 00

5 00

50 00

25 00

15 00

25 00

15 00

$465 70

CE.

By cash received for 12 lots sold,

44 44 44 in exchange for lot,

44 44 44 balance on lot sold last year,

44 44 44 for four single graves,

•$485 00

5 00

10 00

20 00

$470 00

PUBLIC LIBRARY.

Town’s appropriation, $500 00
44 44 for fitting up rooms, 500 00

Received from County Treasurer, dog tax, 1878, 824 87
44 44 44 44 44 44 1874, 867 08

$1,691 95

Paid E. H. Goss, Treas. of Trustees, on orders, 1,324 87

To credit of account, $367 08
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TOWN OFFICERS.
Paid Walter Babb, services as selectman, #250 00

“ H. G. Fields, “ “ “ 250 00
44 Geo. A. Mansfield, 44 44 44 250 00
44 John Larrabee, 4 4 4 4 town clerk, 225 00
44 C. H. Edmonds, 4 4 4 4 assessor, 200 00
44 M. L. Ray, 4 4 44 4 4 200 00
44 G. F. Boardman, 4 4 4 4 4 4 200 00
44 George Newhall, 4 4 44 treasurer, 300 00

#1,8 (

o

00

INTEREST.
Appropriation, #14,000 00

Balance from last year, 2,362 74

Received from Merrimack Fire Ins. ()o., accrued

interest, 66 50

#16,429 24
Amount refunded to Building Fund, Town Hall,

for interest paid in 1873, 11898 52

Paid coupons on Town Hall bonds, 4,550 00
44 R. G. Shedd, trustee, 1,750 00
44 State Treasurer, 900 00
44 Seaman’s Savings Bank, 700 00
44 Lowell Institution for Savings, 1,200 00
44 Dexter Pratt, trustee, 378 00
44 Mary Dix, 266 37
44 executor H. Temple, 123 84
44 Mary A. Simonds, 60 33
44 Melrose Savings Bank 16 05
44 Eli Upham, 30 00
44 Charlotte Sprague, 6 50
44 on temporary /loans in anticipation of

taxes, 821 34

#12,700 95

To credit of fund, 3,728 29

#16,429 24
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.

SINKING FUND.

Vote of the town was as follows :

—

It shall be the duty of the treasurer of the town, under

the direction of the selectmen, to levy annually upon all

taxable property of the town, a tax of two mills on a dollar;

such levy to be made with the annual levy of the town, and

collected with the other taxes
;
and when collected, shall be

and remain in the treasurer’s hands, a specific fund on in-

terest at 7 per cent, for the ultimate redemption of the

principal of the debt of the town, contracted prior to the

first day of January, 1874, and shall be used for no other

purpose.

Amount raised for the year 1874, $8356 84

Paid executor of II. Temple, note dated

Dec. 8th, 1862
;

5,000 00

Paid executor of H. Temple, note dated

July 2d, 1864, 2,000 00

Paid Mary A. Simoiids, note dated July

11th, 1868, 1,000 00

Paid Charlotte Sprague, note dated

Feb. 13th, 1865, 100 00

8,100 00

256 84
18,356 84

To credit of fund,
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VALUATION OF REAL AND PERSONAL
PROPERTY.

In the following table is exhibited the valuation of real

and personal property in the town of Melrose, together with

the rate per thousand, and the number of polls assessed for

different years, from 1850 to 1874 inclusive.

Year . Real Estate. Personal Estate. Total. Rate. Polls.

1850 $423,497 00 $59,949 00 $483,446 00 $4 40 317
1851 547,974 00 73,894 00 621,868 00 5 50
1853 800,538 00 97,139 00 897,677 00 7 80
1854 906,794 00 117,631 00 1,024,425 00 8 50
1855 1,021,712 00 124,785 00 1,146,497 00 8 30
1856 1,114,448 00 136,074 60 1,250,522 00 8 70 573
1857 1,197,476 00 145,904 00 1,343,380 00 11 77 622
1858 1,165,224 00 121,883 00 1,287,107 00 7 20 567
1859 1,246,781 00 122,971 00 1,369,752 00 7 80

.

610
1860 1,276,150 00 137,021 00 1,413,171 00 7 80 621
1861 1,288,066 00

!

134,754 80 1,422,820 00 9 50 618
1862 1,320,280 00 126,792 00 1,447,072 00 11 60 615
1863 1,334,643 00 161,186 00 1,495,829 00 15 80 659
1864 1,329,685 00 126,057 00 1,455,742 00 13 40 667
1865 1,366,485 00 311,369 00 1,677,854 00 15 70 714
1866 1,386,502 00 242,310 00 1,628,812 00 21 00 761
1867 1,511,624 00 283,682 00 1,795,306 00 16 00 775
1868 1,608,974 08 365,042 00 1,974,016 00 17 00 825
1869 1,674,985 00 437,684 00 2,112,669 00 20 00 800
1870 2,101,126 00 523,933 00 2,625,059 00 15 00 846
1871 2,408,241 00 404,515 00 2,812,756 00 15 00 881
1872 3,007,928 00 645,742 00 3,653,670 00 16 50 917
1873 3,234,658 00 409,249 00 3,643,907 00 15 50 967
1874 3,797,965 00 380,460 00 4,178,425 00 15 80 1039
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per

cent.

65,000

00

$308,534

56

Due

to

Melrose
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Fund

(which

the
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cannot

use),

-

3,635

00

$312,169

56
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00

of
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been
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by
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Fund,

(see
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42.)



45

SCHEDULE OF TOWN PROPERTY
January 1st, 1875.

ESTIMATED VALUE.

Real Estate

.

Town Hall and lot, $75,500 00

Lot of land to be used as a public

common, 2,000 00

Wyoming Cemetery, 15,000 00

School Department.

High School house and lot, 27,500 00

Centre 44 44 “ 13,000 00

Lynde St. school house and lot, 3,000 00

Vinton 44 44 44 3,000 00

Green 44 ‘ 44 44 3,000 00

Highland 44 44 44 2,500 00

Upham 44 4 4 4 4
2, 000 00

Fire Department.

Highland Hose house and lot, 2,250 00

Russell 44 44 1,500 00

Other Property.

Newhall house (so called), 2,000 00

Hearse house, 250 00

Water Works.

Main pipes, hydrants, etc., 150,000 00

$92,500 00

54,000 00

, 3,750 00

2,250 00

150,000 00

$302,500 00Total real estate,

6
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PERSONAL PROPERTY.

Fire Department.

Russell Hose Carriage, 11,000 00

Wyoming 44 44 800 00

Highland 44 4 4 800 00

Bigelow Hook and Ladder truck, 800 00

Endeavor hand engine, 500 00

Hose furniture, etc., 2,100 00

16,000 00

Public Library.

Books, 2,000 00

Furniture, shelving, etc., 500 00

2,500 00

Other Property.

Weights and measures,

Hearse,

150 00

100 00
250 00

Total personal property,

Total real estate,

8,750 00

302,500 00



APPROPRIATIONS, 1874.

Alarm bell, 11,000 00

Fire department, 150 00

Highland Hose house, 1,000 00

Library, for furnishing, 500 00

Decoration Day, 200 00

Interest on Town Debt and Bonds, 14,000 00

Deficiencies, 8,000 00

Support of the Poor, 1,000 00

Schools, 18,800 00

School Contingents, 2,800 00

Highways, 8,000 00

Sidewalks, 1,000 00

Contingent Expenses, 1,500 00

Fire Department, 8,000 00

Lighting Streets, 1,300 00

Drainage, 100 00

Selectmen and Overseers of the Poor, 750 00

Town Clerk, 225 00

Assessors, 600 00

Police, 400 00

Auditors, 30 00

Treasurer, 300 00

Collector (% of one per cent.),

Water for the use of the town, 1,500 00

Public Library, Dog tax, and 500 00

Additional Street Lamps, 350 00

Insurance on the Town Hall, 800 00

Grading Plan, 300 00

Land for Hose House at the Highlands, 1,100 00

Amount carried forward. §53,705 00



APPROPRIATIONS.4K

Amount brought forward, $53,705 00

State Tax, 3,660 00

County Tax, 2,504 53

Overlay, 909 74

Sinking Fund, 8,356 84

$69,136 11

APPROPRIATED AFTER THE ANNUAL MEETING.

Centre School House, 10,000 00

Lock up, 500 0 0

Town Hall, to replace amount paid for Newhall

Building, 6,000 00

Town Officers’ Rooms, furnishing of, 1,500 00

Charles Street, 150 00

For settling claim of G. F. Boardman, collector, 327 48

Grading Plan, additional, 300 00

$18,777 48



DEFICIENCES IN APPROPRIATIONS.

Appropriations, 3,000 00

Balance from 1873, 1,315 38

Contingent fund was exceeded as shown, 540 65

Street Light appropriation exceeded, as

shown, 84 04

Paid in 1874 hills of previous year :

Contingent, 951 07

Highway, 650 63

Street Lights, 183 34

4,315 38

2,409 73

Balance, $1,905 65
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AGGREGATE OF EXPENDITURES AND RECEIPTS
AND PRESENT STANDING OF ACCOUNTS.

Accounts.
Expendi-
tures.

l

Appropria’ns
1 & Receipts.

i Excess and

DR.

Deficiency.

CR.

Town Hall Building, . . . $ 12, 162 59 $13,747 78 $1,585 19
Foor Fund 2,809 00 2,685 53 $123 47
Contingent 1,539 56 1,739 00 199 44
Town Hall 2,095 94 2,260 00 164 06
School Fund ....... 14,655 17 15,069 65 414 48
Cemetery 465 70 470 00 4 30
Drainage 49 70 163 00 113 30
Highway 3,922 89 4,010 00 87 11

Police 368 75 400 00 31 25
Fire Department 3,214 03 3,281 99

i

! 67 96
School Contingent . . . . 2,345 71 2,548 19 202 48
Street Lights 1,239 15 1,300 00 60 85
Insurance 847 87 1,121 76 273 89
Lock-up 494 12 500 00 5 88
Additional Street Lamps . . 278 61 350 00 71 39
Grading Plan 300 00 600 00

|

300 00
Alarm Bell 957 25 1,000 00 42 75
Hose Houses 1,045 00 1,000 00 45 00
Decoration Day 200 00 212 96 12 96
Land Damage 100 00 100 00
Centre School House . . . 9,691 12 10,000 00 308 88
Public Library 1,324 87 1,691 95 ,, 1 367 08
Town Officers Salaries . . . 1,875 00 1,905 00

i
30 00

Interest 12,700 95 16,429 24 3,728 29
Land for Hose House . . . 1,091 43 1,100 00 8 57
Melrose Water Fund . . . 39,312 50 33,590 23 5,722 27

1

Armory Rent 462 50 437 50 25 oo;

Charles Street 112 00 150 00 38 00

$115,661 41 $5,915 74
Excess of Appropriations and

receipts over Expenditures. 2,202 37 2,202 37

$117,863 78 $117,863 78 $8,118 11 $8,118 11



51

REPORT OF THE TOWN TREASURER.

Cash in the Treasury March 24th, 1874,

Total receipts for the year,

$6,949 18

188,948 58

195,897 71

194,248 20Total disbursements for the year,

Cash in the Treasury March 12th, 1875, $1,649 51

For a detailed statement of the accounts of the town for

the year I will refer to the town book.

The following permanent loans have been made in accord-

ance with the vote of the town :

—

To replace amount paid for Newhall building

from Town Hall appropriation, — 1). Pratt

and S. B. Robinson, 6,000 00

For Centre School-house,— Home Savings Bank, 10,000 00

The following sums were borrowed in anticipation of

taxes, during the months from April to September, and were

paid in October :

—

Home Savings Bank,

F. A. Smith,

N. E. Trust Co.,

In January, for one month, of Melrose Savings

28,000 00

18,000 00

15,000 00

Bank, which has been paid, 8,000 00
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STATEMENT OF THE TOWN DEBT.

NOTES PAYABLE.

Eli Upham, on demand, $500 00

Lowell Institution for Savings, due Sept. 7, 1885, 20,000 00

Commonwealth of Mass., 44 Oct. 15, 1878, 5,000 00
“ 44 “ 44 Oct. 15,1883, 5,000 00
44 44 44 44 Oct. 15, 1888, 5,000 00

R. G. Shedd, trustee, 44 Dec. 1, 1880, 25,000 00

Seaman’s Savings Bk., Provincetown, on demand, 10,000 00

D. Pratt & S. B. Robinson, trustees, 60 days after

demand, 2,400 00

D. Pratt and S. B. Robinson, trustees, on demand, 2,000 00
44 44 44 44 44 90 days after 44 4,000 00

Mary Dix, on demand, 4,400 00

James Worthen, guardian M. E. Waitt, on demand, 234 56

Home Savings Bank, Boston, due Nov. 13, 1875, 10,000 00

$93,534 56

BONDS.

Melrose Water Fuud, 1st issue, due July 1, 1890,$100,000 00
44 44 44 2d 44 44 Oct. 1, 1892, 50,000 00

Town Hall Bonds, due Oct. 1, 1892, 65,000 00

215,000 00

The present standing of the town is as follows

:

Treasurer’s notes outstanding, $93,534 56

Bonds issued, 215,000 00

308,534 56

Due Melrose Water Fund, 3,635 00



REPORT OF THE TOWN TREASURER.

Amount brought forward, $312,169 56

LESS.

Bills against other towns on poor acct, $125 24

Due from State, rent of Armory, 375 00
44 “ 44 on acc’t State aid, 1874, 805 50

Uncollected Taxes, estimated, 6,000 00

Cash in Treasury, 1,649 51
8,955 25

Net debt more than available assets, $303,214 31

All of which is respectfully submitted.

E. & O. Excepted.

GEORGE NEWHALL, Treat.

Melrose, March 12th, 1875.



54 REPORT OF THE TOWN TREASURER.

Dr. GEORGE NEWHALL, TREASURER.

Cash in Treasury March 24, 1874, $6,949 18
tt received from A. B. Pierce, Coll. Taxes for 1873, 7,046 63
tt tt a tt tt tt tt tt 1Q74 59,977 49
a u “ State Treas. on ac’t State Aid, 1873, 783 75
u tt 44 44 44 44 44 Armory rent, ’74,

,

437 50
a tt “ 44 44 u 44 School Fund, 256 37
tt tt “ 44 44 44 44 Corporation Tax, 1,235 56
tt tt 44 44 44 44 44 Bank Tax, 637 44
it tt u CountyTr. “ t£ dog licenses, 1873, 324 87
tt tt tt it tt tt tt a tt 1874 367 08
it t. 44 Mer. M. Fire Ins. Co., ins. sch. house, 3,500 00
tt a “ “ “ “ “ “ for interest, 66 50
tt tt on Poor account, 634 35
tt n for rent of Newhall House, 230 00
tt tt “ Auctioneer’s License, J. R. Jones, 2 00
tt tt “ “ “ A. Durant, 2 00
it a “ “ “ H. C. Richardson, 2 00
tt tt “ “ u G. Stockwell, O 00
it “ 44 old Pump at the Highlands, 1 00
tt tt 44 use of Town Hall, 760 00

tt 44 lots sold in Wyoming Cemetery, 470 00
tt tt 44 dividends on Insurance Policies, 321 76
it it 44 23 Water Fund Bonds and Interest, 22,394 00
tt “ of A. Lane, Supt., for Water Rates, &c. 9,696 23
a a on Treasurer’s notes, temporary loans, 79,800 00

$195,897 71
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IN ACC’T WITH THE TOWN OF MELROSE, Cr.

By paid orders on Town Hall Building Fund, $12,162 59
u “ “ “ Poor Fund, 2,809 00
« “ “ “ Contingent Fund, 1,539 56
u “ “ “ Town Hall furnishing, 2,095 94
a “ “ “ School Fund, 14,655 17

u “ “ “ Cemetery, 465 70

« u “ “ State Aid, 830 50
u “ “ “ Drainage, 49 70
u “ “ “ Highway, 3,922 89
u “ “ “ Police, 368 75

a “ il “ Fire Department, 3,214 03
u “ “ “ School Contingent, 2,345 71

a “ “ for Street Lights, 1,239 15

t< “ “ “ Insurance, 847 87
a “ “ “ Lock-up, 494 12
a “ “ “ additional Street Lamps, 278 61
u “ “ “ Grading Plan, 300 00
<< “ “ “ Alarm Bell, 957 25
a “ “ “ Hose House at the Highlands, 1,045 00
u “ “ Decoration Day, 200 00
u “ “ “ new Streets, 112 00
u “ “ “ Land Damage, 100 00
a “ “ Contingent Highway and Street Lights

\y

Deficiency, 1873, 1,785 04
u “ “ for Centre School-house, 9,691 12
u “ “ “ Public Library, 1,324 87
a “ State Tax, 3,660 00
u “ County Tax, 2,504 53
u “ Armory rent, 462 50
a “ Town Officers salaries, 1,875 00
a “ Treasurer’s notes, temporary loans, 63,605 24
u “ “ “ “ (Sinking Fund), 8,100 00
« “ Interest, 10,802 43
u “ for land for Hose House, 1,091 43

Amoant carried forward
,

$154,935 70
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Amount brought forward, $154,935 70

i>v paid Interest, Coupons on Water Bonds, 7,620 00
44 44 orders on account Melrose Water Works, 8,587 92
44 44 to J. D. Wilde, Treas. M., M. <fc M. Water

Boards, to settle claims, 23,104 58

$194,248 20

By cash in the Treasury, 1,649 51

$195,897 71

We have examined in detail the account of George New-
hall, Town Treasurer, and find the same to be correct, with

vouchers for the same.

E. H. GOSS,
J. R, NORTON,

Auditors.

Melrose, March 12, 1875.
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REPORT OF ASSESSORS.

The whole number of Polls taxed, is . . 1039

Total Tax on Polls, including Highway tax, . $3,117 00

Value of Personal Estate, . . $380,460 00
44 44 Real 44

. . 3,797,965 00

Total, $4,178,425 00

Total Tax for State, County, and Town pur-

poses, ........ $69,136 11

Rate of Taxation per thousand dollars, . 15 80

Total number of dwelling-houses, ... 786
44 44 44 horses,..... 226
44 44 44 cows, ..... 137
44 4 4 44 acres of land taxed. . . 2,720f

C. H. EDMONDS,
M. L. RAY,

G. F. BOARDMAN,
Assessor# of Melrose.
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COLLECTOR’S REPORT.

Ansel B. Pierce, Collectorfor 1878-74, in acft with the Town .

Dr.

Mar. 16, 1874, To uncollected Taxes 1878, as per

account, .... $8,124 58

Mar. 8, 1875, “ interest received on amount col-

lected, from March 16, 1874,

to March 8, 1875, . . . 521 09

Cr.
$8,645 67

Mar. 8, 1875, By abatements authorized

by the Assessors to date, $21 44
“ “ cash paid to Treasurer,

as per receipts, . 7,046 68

.4 ..

7,068 07

Taxes uncollected to new
account, . . 1,577 60

$8,645 67

TAXES FOIi 1874.

Dr.

Sept. 8, 1874, to amount of Taxes as per Warrant, $69,186 11

Mar. 8, 1875, “ additional Taxes since that time, 146 06

“ “ ‘ 4 interest collected from Oct. 1, ’74, 826 68

$69,608 80
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Cr.

Mar. 8, 1875, By abatements authorized by the

Assessors to date, 454 48
44 44 44 discounts made, as per vote of

the Town, . . . . 2,687 13
“ 44 44 cash paid Treasurer, as per re-

ceipts, . . . . . 59,977 49
4 4 44 44 cash on hand, . 144 35
4 4 44 44 Taxes uncollected to new acc’t, 6,395 35

169,008 80

Treasurer to account for amount paid :
—

Taxes, 1873, ...... 7,046 68
44 1874, . . . . . 59,977 49

167,024 12

E. & O. Excepted.

Melrose
,
March 8th ,

1875.

ANSEL B. PIERCE,
( 'olleHor.

I have examined the Collector’s books, and find that they

correspond with this account, and that the above is a true

statement of the amount of Taxes committed, and of pay-

ments made by him.

.JOHN LARKABEE,
Town Clerk .

Melrose
,
March 13, 1875.
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REPORT OF FIRE ENGINEERS.

From March 1, 1874, to March 1, 1875.

We have one hand-engine in fair working order, located

in its former house. Also, one hook and ladder truck, in

perfect order, and located in its new and commodious house

in the basement of the new Town Hall. Also, three hose

carriages : Russell No. 1, in good order, located in the old

house with the “ Endeavor ” engine, the house being fitted

up to the best extent the appropriation would allow. No. 2,

in good order, situated in the basement of Masonic Hall

—

a good location. No. 8, in good order, at Highlands, in its

new and substantial building erected during the past year.

We have on hand 1600 feet of serviceable hose, and 860

feet of unserviceable. The town has procured a suitable

alarm bell, and we would recommend that the slats in the

belfry be removed, as it is thought they obstruct the sound

;

and also, that the sum of $2,500 b'e appropriated for the

use of the Fire Department for the present year.

The number of fire alarms from March 1, 1874, to March

1, 1875, was 12, viz. :

—

March 5, Kimball's house, rear of Concert Hall.

April 16, Brush on Reading Hill.

“ 22, Grammar school house, on Upham Street, near

Main Street.

“ 29, Crawford’s barn, corner Main and Porter Streets.
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Aug. 1
, Ruins of grammar school house, Upham Street.

“ 27, J. E. Westgate’s barn on Wyoming Avenue.

Nov. 1, Woods on West Hill.

u 14, Woods at Highlands.

“ 24, House on Emerson Place.

“ 25, William Bogle’s barn on Willow Street.

“ 25, Re-kindling of Bogle’s barn.

Feb. 23, George F. Boardman’s building on Essex Street,

opposite Town PIall.

J. G. EMERSON,
^

T. A. LONG,
J. R. NORTON, Engineers.

J. R. SIMONDS,
T. B. STANTIAL, J

8
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REPORT OF THE WATER COMMISSIONERS.

In accordance with the provisions of an Act, approved

April 2, 1870, your Commissioners respectfully submit this

their Fifth Annual Report.

POND

The scarcity of rain during the latter half of the year,

together with the consequent increased consumption of

water, produced a gradual fall in the pond, and some appre-

hension as to the adequacy of the supply. The water in

the Pond was at high water mark on the first of July, and

has since gradually decreased, as will be seen by the report

of the Superintendent, when, on the 19th of February, it

had fallen fifty-eight inches, and was but nine inches above

the top of the pipe.

The Boards of Water Commissioners of the three

towns interested in the water supply have lately viewed the

pond and surroundings, for the purpose of ascertaining the

feasibility of increasing the supply, but have matured no

plan to recommend for the adoption of the town.

On account of the unusual severity of the winter, and

the lowering of the grade in some of the streets, many
instances of the freezing of services have occurred, about

seventy-five in number, of which more than half have been

thawed out by our superintendent. Some of these freezing

again, it was thought best to wait till the weather moder-

ated, as the frost quickly penetrated the trenches.
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CLAIMS FOR DAMAGES.

Since our last report the suits of Simon H. Barrett et als.,

and of George W. Phillips, administrator of the estate of

David Dyer, have been settled. These claims, with interest,

amounted to $69,313 j

7^, one-third of which (23,104 T̂
8
(r)

has been paid by the town of Melrose. (See Treas. report

of Joint Water Boards.) The claim of Ann C. Copeland

has also been settled by the towns of Malden and Melrose,

each paying the sum of $875.00. The claims of James P.

Thorndike, the Haywardville Rubber Co., and Philander

Ames have not been adjusted.

WATER BONDS.

The amount of Water Bonds authorized is $150,000; the

whole of which has been issued on account of construction

and in settlement of claims for damages. The amount of

Bonds ($23,000) on hand at the commencement of the

year, not being sufficient, the town treasurer has supplied

the deficit, amounting to $9,604.07 ;
and the town should

appropriate the above-named sum.

»/. J). Wilde
,
Treasurer

,
in account with Malden

,
Melrose and

Medford Water Boards.

1874. Dr.

Jan. Cash on hand, $436 44

1875.

“ 5, Received of town of Malden, 23,104 58
u k tt tt a Melrose, 23,104 58
tt c a tt a Medford, 23,104 58

$69,750 18
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Cr.
1874.

April 9, A. Cochrane,—0. M. Goodwin’s bill, . 137 50

June 4, Rand, Avery & Co.—Barrett’s case, 47 15

4,
“ u “ Dyer’s “ 118 07

Dec.23, P. Sprague, ...... 37 78

1875.

Jan. 5, Simon H. Barrett, ... *

) 14,423 86

Feb. 10, Geo. W. Phillips, adm’r of the Dyer heirs, f 54,929 88

Cash on hand, ..... 155 94

#69,750 18

Respectfully submitted,

J. D. WILDE, Treat

M., M. & M. II
r
ater Boards.

Feb. 10, 1875.

WATER TAKERS.

Whole number of Water takers, per Register, 7 79

Families, 781

Boarding-houses, oo

Stores and Shops, 12

Truck and cart stables, 4

Livery and boarding stables, oo

Private stables. QQ

Greenhouses, 5

Manufactories, 8

Halls, 6

Churches, 4

Ornamental fountains, 14-

Public Drinking fountains, 5

School-houses, 7

Engine-houses, 4

Fire hydrants, 71

Hand hose, 231

Heneries, 2

Public ornamental fountains,

Number of Water takers, 671
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CONSTRUCTION ACCOUNT.

Net cost of constructing Water Works, without

interest, to Jan. 1, 18T4, per last report, $126,851 01

Net cost to March 1, 1871, including discount

on Bonds sold and amount paid counsel, as

was shown in the Treasurer of the Water
Boards report, $130,179 27

Expenditures this year
,
as follows :

Thos. Cunningham, pipe, &c. $1,088 09

Dalton & Ingersoll, material, 266 68

Chapman Valve Co., valves, 123 00

J. C. Reid, gate boxes, 50 50

F. H. Laforge, service box covers, 25 00

Thos. McCoubrey, sharpening tools, 30 53

S. E. Benson, cement, 22 50

S. W. Nichols, labor and stock, 37 50

Hooper, Lewis & Co., books, 1 75

James Worthen & Co., sundries, 13 20

J.H.L. Anderson, carriage hire, ^of bill, 17 00

Geo.W. Bartlett, 64 44 44 44 15 50

Union Water Meter Co., stops, &c., 11 30

A. W. Lynde, labor, 9 00

Half J. D.Wilde’s bill, services as Com’er, 50 00
44 W. I. Ellis’ 44 44 44 44 50 00
44 J.R.Simond’s 44 4t 44 4 4 50 00
44 Supt. A. Lane’s salary, 500 00

Patent Water & Gas Pipe Co., pipe, &c. 21 83

Geo. H. Norman, laying pipe, 1,832 51

Paid bills for labor, trenching for street

pipe, 532 12

Do. service pipe, 143 76

Amount carriedforward, $5,197 77
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Amount broughtforward, *$5,197 77

LAND DAMAGES.

Paid Aim E. and Charles Copeland, $875 00

Paid to J. D. Wilde, Treas. of M., M.
& M. Water Boards, amount ordered

by the Court to settle claims of Bar-

rett, Dyer, and others, 23,104 58
23,979 58

Discount on $23,000 00 Bonds sold (a 96. 920 00

$30,097 35
CONTRA.

Received from Geo. H. Norman, for trenching

for street pipe and repairs, 672 55

$29,424 80

1874, March 1, Net cost as shown,. 130,179 27

Cost of the Water Works, Jan, 1, 1875, $159,604 07

For which there has been issued Water Fund
Bonds, dated July, 1870, twenty years, with

interest at 6 per cent., payable in January

and July, sold at par, $100,000 00

Also, second issue of Water-Fund Bonds, twenty

years, dated Oct. 1, 1872, with 6 per cent,

interest, payable in October and April, 50,000 00

150,000 00

On the second issue of Bonds there was a dis-

count amounting to $3,520, which has been

charged to this account.

Actual cost of construction, more than Bonds

issued by the town, 9,604 07

$159,604 07
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EXPENSE ACCOUNT FOR 1874.

J. C. Howes, labor and material furnished, 18171[91

Thos. Cunningham, pipe, &c. 249 12

Dalton & Ingersoll, 68 55

Lawrence, Wilde & Hull, furniture, 146 76

I). R. Woodward, labor and stock, 26 41

Whiton Bros. & Co., rope, blocks, &c. 21 17

L. B. Wilder & Co., printing, 12 00

P. Edson, stationery,
o
o 94

John Larrabee, services, 20 00

D. H. Walker, repairing tools, 4 45

S. E. Benson, cement, 22 60

F. T. & C. E. Palmer, paint, 4 29

J. D. Littlefield, expressing, 27 30

T. McCoubrey, sharpening tools, 28 82

Hooper, Lewis & Co., books, 9 62

Babb & Stephens, printing, 8 00

Salem Foundry and Machine Shop, hydrants, 8 52

New England News Co., stationery, 5 39

Boston Machine Co., valves and washers, 15 00

James Worthen & Co., tools, &c., 18 20

Joel Atwood, labor and stock, 64 31

J. H. L. Anderson, carriage hire, half of bill, 17 00

Geo. W. Bartlett, “ 44 44 44 15 50

Henry A. Hall, rubber cloth, 1 50

H. C. Gray, advertising, 4 75

Walter Littlefield, making Annual Report, 1878, 85 00

E. Brunet, leather, 2 86

Hutchinson & Rogers, rope, 2 00

David Fairbanks, services, 100 00

Ellis & Bro., moving hydrant, 3 50

L. T. Freeman, teaming, 6 25

Amount carried forward. 11,255 72
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Amount broughtforward, $1,255 72

Town of Malden, 44 29

J. P. Deering & Co., lumber, 23 20

H. G. Field, washers, 1 00

Half of J. I). Wilde's bill, services as Commissioner, 50 00
44 44 W. I. Ellis’s 44 44 44 44 50 00
4 4 4 4 J. R. Simonds’ 44 44 44 44 50 00
44 4 4 Supt. A. Lane’s salary, 500 00

D. L. & J. G. Webster, rent, 75 00

A. Lane, expenses, 17 65

M. F. Eastman, expressing, 4 53

Paid bills for labor, trenching for service pipe, 443 76

12,515 15

INTEREST.

1874.

May 1, Coupons on $6,000 Bonds, $180 00

June 3,
u k 20,000 44 600 00

44 30, a tt 1,000 44 30 00

July 29, a n 100,000 44 3,000 00

Oct. 1,

1875.

a (4 27,000 44 810 00

Jan. 1,
u U 100,000 44 3,000 00

$7,620 00

$10,135 15

CONTRA.

Town’s appropriation for the use of the water,

Received on water rates for 1873,
44 44 44 44 44 1874,
44 accrued interest on bonds sold,

44 service pipe laid,

Amount carried fonvard,

$1,500 00

130 98

7,202 31

314 00

1,209 09

$10,356 38
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Amount carriedforward, 110,356 38

Received for stock sold, 16 60
44 44 setting fountain, 12 90
44 4 4 private hydrant, 26 00
44 44 damage to fire hydrant, 50 00
44 from joint Water Boards, 12 50
44 town of Malden for care of gate-house, 172 98
44 for shutting off water, 4 00
4 * 44 notices, 40
44 4 4 old junk, 1 00

110,652 76

FURNITURE, TOOLS, AND STOCK ON HAND JAN. 1, 1875.

Office furniture, $165 00

Tools, all kinds, 276 00

Stock, 44 557 96

$998 96

ESTIMATED INCOME FOR 1875.

From water rates, $7,644 00

Your Commissioners would recommend appropriations for

the year, as follows :
—

For Hydrants, Schoolhouses, Town Hall, Engine

House, &c., $2,000 00

For Interest and contingent expenses, $2,000 00

9



TO REPORT OF THE WATER COMMISSIONERS.

SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT,

Melrose Water Commissioners.

Gentlemen,— I herewith submit to you a report of the

condition of the works under my charge, together with a

statement of the labor performed in connection with the

same during the past year:—

Record of Depth of Water at the Gate-house for 1874-5.

The water remained up to high water mark until the

last of June. As on

July 5, It was 2 inches below high wate
*

15,
4 t 4 “ t 4 “

22
i »

i

4 4 “

29, 10
k C “

Aug, 14,
4 4

12
1 . Cl “

18, 14 4 4 “

Sept. 2, 18
4 4 “

9, 23 “ “ . 4

14,
4 i 2G “ “ 4 4 “

21,
i i 27 “ “ . 4 “

23,
4 4 28 “ “ 4 4 ‘ 1

2G,
4 4 29 “ “ “

Oct. 1,
k k

30 “ “ 4 4 “

0, 31 “ “ 4 4

5
,

32 “ 4 4 “

14,
( v

34 “ “ 4 4

19, 35
“ “ 4 4

Nov. G,
4 4

38 “

Dec. 7,
4 4 43 1

1

1875, Jan. 2,
k 4 46 “ 4 4 i <

14,
4 4 48 4 4 4 4 4 4 1

1

27,
4 4

51
4 4 4 4 4 4 “

Feh. 9,
4 4 53 4 4 4 4 4 4 “

16
,

4 4

56}
4 4 4 4 “

19,
4 4 58 4 4 4 4 4 4 “

22 4 4

61
4 4 4 4 4 4 “

and only 0 inches ibove mouth of pipe.
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SERVICE PIPES.

Service pipe laid from main pipe to street line.

u a « street line to cellar,

1,258 ft.

842 “

2,100 ft.

74

18

Total,

Whole number of new services,

Increase over 1873,

STREET MAINS.

The main pipes are in good condition,- but few leaks

oecuring during the year, all of which were repaired- at the

expense of the contractor. Amount of new pipe laid, 4,

feet, with gates connected.

DRINKING FOUNTAINS.

The drinking fountains not giving a sufficient supply ol

water, were all taken up, thoroughly repaired, and are now

working much better.

hydrants.

Two hydrants broken by accident have been replaced by

new ones! two removed; one on account of widening street,

the other to make way for new street. One new ycian

has been placed on Pleasant Street.

WORK SHOP.

In December the workshop was removed from Waverty

Boilding to basement of new Town H* where .

room has been fitted up for storing tools, pipe, &c.

STOCK' AND TOOLS.

Estimated value of stock on hand at the present

time, is

Tools of all kinds,

Total,

557 96

276 00

1833 96

Respectfully submitted,

ADDISON LANE, Swpt.
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Total Amount and Location of Distribution Pipes to the

Present Time.

Streets.

Feet of Pi
!

pe.
Hydrants.

Gates.

6-inch. 4-inch. 2-inch,
j

6-inch. 4-inch. 2-inch.

Third 255 1

Main 3784 6 2
Green 2700 3 1

Franklin 31554 4 1

Vinton 31334 426
1

4 1 1

’

Trenton 1233 13314 1 2 2
Melrose 23394 1

Ashland 14674 1
’

2
Tremont 3180 2 3
Greenwood .... 324
Perkins 236 ' 1

Baxter 484
’

1

’

1

Florence 13354 2
Maple and Poplar . . 2265;, 2 1

Emerson 3971 4 4
Youle 9984 1 1

Otis 780
Oakland 1161 1 1

'

Linden Place .... *286

Cedar Park .... ’

8984 2
Laurel 457
Cottage 1142 193 2 2
Hurd 768
Berwick 1226.1 1 2
Herbert 220

*

1584
West Grove .... 2874 1

Waverley Place . . . 6904 1
’

1

’

Foster 14704 1 2 •

Myrtle and Lake Avenue 3170 3

Wintlirop 6954
Vine 691
Essex 1437

'

4
’

Willow 663
Short and Main . . . 4704
Beading Hill .... 723 1

Porter 25144 2
*

1

’

School 495
Albion 222

'

1

*

Pleasant 1125
'

1

’
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Total Amount*and Location of Distribution Pipes to the

Present Time. — ( Continued.)

Streets.

Upham ....
Stevens Place . .

Lebanon
Grove ....
Walnut ....
Lynde and Linwooc
Summer . .

East Wyoming Avc
West “

Chestnut . . .

Mt. Vernon . .

Auburn ....
Winthrop and Higl
Belmont . . .

High ....
Prospect

. . .

Essex and L Avenu
Avon ....
Elm
Howard
Upham and Dell
East

Washington
Irving ....
Emerson Place .

Seventh ....
Wastes 27 x 24
80 Plugs
East Gi;ove Street

Emerson Street

Totals ....

I Feet of Pipe.

1
Gates,

6-inch 4-inch. 2-inch
>»

6-inch. 4-inch. 2-inch.

8223 2 2

2750
216

2
1366 1

1874
2960 3

’

1
701 2

1076

572
3

*

394 '

1

'

372 1
520 1
376 1
876 1

1026 ’

1

'

1
1082 2
422 1
1057 !

1

’

272 550 1

'

'

1

"

3488 ’

3

’

2
534
760 •’

2

' 1

387 1

251 1 1

51
288 1 1

80
1865 16 2 1
214 1

16,085 i59,682 7,235 72 9 56 6
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WATER RATES.

Dwelling Houses.
Per Year.

Occupied by one family, for the first faucet . . $6 00

For each additional faucet to be used for the same family 2 00

When a house is occupied by more than one family and

less than four, one faucet only being used by all, for

each family ........ 5 00

When a house is occupied by four or more families and

but one faucet is used for all, for each family . . 4 00

Where a house is occupied by more than one family, the

highest rates will be charged for each family having

water carried into their part of the house.

For the first water-closet . . . . . . 5 00

' For each additional water-closet . . . . . 3 00

For hopper water-closet . . . . . . . 8 00

For first bath-tub ........ 5 00

For each additional bath-tub . . . . . 3 00

Provided that no private house shall pay more than

*$25 per year.

Hoarding Houses.

For the first faucet . . . . . . . 10 00

For each additional faucet . . . . . . 2 00

For water-closet or bath-tub when used for boarders . 1 0 00

Other charges as above.

Where two faucets are used, one for hot and one for cold

water, both emptying into one vessel, but one charge will be

made for both.

Stores.

Occupied as office, shop, or similar purpose

For each additional faucet, .

For water-closet or urinal

$6 00 to 20 00

2 50

6 00
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Stables.

For first horse #5 00

For each additional horse 3 00

For first cow......... 2 00

For each additional cow . . . . . . 1 00

For Livery
,
Club and Boarding Stables.

For first horse ........ 5 00

For each additional horse . . . ,
. . 3 00

The above includes water for washing carriages.

Where hose is used, $5 additional.

Truck and Cart Stables.

For first horse ........ 5 00

For each additional horse 2 00

The above includes water for washing carriages.

Hose.

For sprinkling streets, washing windows, and similar uses 3 00

When several desire to use the same hydrant for watering

street or watering gardens, see Superintendent.

Hotels.

For each bed for boarders and lodgers . . . . 3 00

Baths.

For public baths, and for each bath in any hotel . . 10 00

For water-closet in public bath-houses . . . 10 00

Steam Engines.

For each stationary steam engine working not over

twelve hours a day, for each horse-power . . 6 00

Building purposes.

For every cask of lime or cement used . 0 05
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Ornamental Fountains.

Ordinarily used three hours a day for a period of not

more than four months a year.

For a jet of one-sixteenth of an inch .... $3 00

For a jet of one-eighth of an inch . . . . 5 00

For a jet of one-quarter of an inch . . . . 8 00

To be cut off at the discretion of the Superintendent.

Manufactories
,

And for all purposes not enumerated in the foregoing

rates, special contract to be made with the Water
Board.

This schedule of prices was printed in a circular and dis-

tributed among the citizens, with this additional notice :

—

All parties wishing Spot Pond water introduced into

their buildings, will be required to sign an application for

the same
;
a book for that purpose may be found at the

Town Clerk’s office.

JOSEPH D. WILDE,
W. IRVING ELLIS,
J. R. SIMONDS,

Water Commissioners.
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REPORT.

The Trustees of the Melrose Public Library take pleasure

in presenting for your consideration their Fourth Annual

Report :

—

The record of the past year shows a corresponding in-

crease in the number of volumes scattered through the

homes of the people of Melrose, in proportion to the

enlarged accommodations provided in the new Town Hall

Building.

The visitor, entering the Hall from Main street, will

naturally turn toward the Library room, attracted by the

throng of those who are accustomed to make use of its

privileges; the Trustees cordially welcome the citizens to

the inspection of their premises, and hope they will care-

fully examine the accommodations provided for the Library,

the books upon the shelves, both as to quality and condition,

and especially the Catalogue, as it comes to them at the be-

ginning of a new Library year, fresh from the press of the

printer, that they may know what selections of books have

been made, and may in consequence judge of the usefulness

of the Library.

No greater evil can be guarded against, in this Age of

Readers, than that of putting in circulation bad literature
;

and we do most earnestly request parents to bring to the

notice of the Trustees the titles of any books upon the

shelves they may deem injurious in effect upon the minds of

their children.



80 PUBLIC LIBRARY.

We have been gratified at the commendations bestowed

upon the Library by those who have examined the Catalogue

critically, and trust we shall merit your approbation in con-

tinued efforts to discard that which is worthless, and hold

fast only to such literature as will bear the inspection of

reasonable minds.

In the month of July, 1874, a contract was made with

Mr. Charles Taylor, a mechanic accustomed to library

work, to build suitable alcoves for a Library of five thousand

volumes, with shelving, counter and desk, complete, all

to be built of ash wood with suitable mouldings, the work to

be completed to the full satisfaction of the Board of

Trustees, September 1st. The plans were prepared and

adopted after an examination of other Libraries, and the

work was finished to our satisfaction, the second week
in September. The quality of the work is all that was

promised.

The room is so economized as to allow of the reception of

four times the number of volumes we now possess, without

any change in the position of the alcoves ; while the entire

room is capable of holding conveniently the probable addi-

tions of the next twenty years.

Wednesday, September 16th, the Library was opened

to the public in the new room, and the statistics show a

steady increase in patronage since that date.

The order and discipline is a decided improvement upon

any previous year, and were it not for the large number

of applicants who at times fill the room and render moving

to and from the Librarian’s desk difficult, the room would be

as quiet as could be desired. New rules of order have been

adopted as needed, and the results of their enforcement

have been satisfactory. The Librarian and Assistant have

accomplished the work assigned them in a very creditable

manner, and the Trustees are gratified to note the efficiency

displayed in attending to the wants of the many in so brief

time.
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The labor of preparing the Catalogue for publication has

devolved upon the Librarian, and those who have had ex-

perience in such duties will appreciate the labor that has

been put forth. The proofs have been corrected by the

Trustees, and we are glad to find ourselves in position to

present the completed work at this time. We believe the

benefits to be derived from the use of this book will be

sufficient recompense for the hours of labor spent in its

preparation.

The printing was done by our townsman, Mr. T. W.
Ripley, and well done in every particular.

We have been indebted for the past two years to Mr.

George B. Sargent, for the gift of a Library stamp, which we
neglected to acknowledge in our last report. The labor

saved the Librarian by the use of this stamp, besides its

worth, renders the gift a valuable one. Mr. Frank Eastman

has very generously remitted the expressage upon all

packages coming to the Library, and we take this oppor-

tunity of thanking him.

As will be seen in our table of statistics, a large number

of books have been added during the year by purchase

and donation. A large proportion of these books are of

such value as will amply repay your attentive perusal.

Our donations show an increase over last year that is grat-

ifying. We appreciate the generous gifts that have been

made, and hope the honor will not *be divided among the

few another year, but will evidence the general interest of

our citizens in this department.

We glean the following statement of facts from an article

that appeared in the Boston Journal
,
entitled “The Public

and Social Libraries of the State:”

“There are eighty-two towns and cities in the State that sup-

port free public libraries, in whole or in part by a tax on the

ratable property. The average annual circulation is about two
and one-half times the number of volumes in the libraries. The
largest proportionate circulation is the library at Melrose.”



82 PUBLIC LIBRARY.

It will be noted this year that our circulation is about

seven times the number of volumes in the Library, showing

that our community is one capable of appreciating its offered

advantages.

Donations— Books.

Abbott, Dr. B. F. and Mrs. ... 12

Beale, Mrs. G. A. .... 2

Deane, Silas ..... 1

Goss, Elbridge FI. ... 1

Jefferson, Daniel .... 2

Massachusetts, State of ... 15

Parkman, Miss (Boston) ... 20

Sawyer, Fred. W. . . . . 1

Simonds, Mr. and Mrs. J. R. . . 29

Smith, Mrs. ..... 2

Wakefield, Town of ... 1

Wilson, Rev. D. M 8

94

Pamphlets.

Boston Public Library, ... 11

Brighton “ “ ... 1

Cincinnati “ “ ... 2

Goss, Elbridge H. . . . . 1

Lancaster Public Library, ... 2

McNeill, George E. 1

Munroe, Dexter F. 1

Prior, A. M 1

Quincy Public Library, ... 1

Wakefield “ . . . 1

Watertown “ “ . • • 5

Wilson, Rev. D. M. . . • 1

Winchester Public Library, . . 2

Woburn “ “ 1

81
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Statistics.

Number of volumes in Library, March 1, 1874,
“ 44 44 purchased this year, 270
44 44 “ donated 44 44 94

2,231

Number of volumes in Library, March 1, 1875,

Number of cards issued— persons using the Library,
44 4 4 4 4 relinquished, since 1871,
44 44 4 4 now in use,

44 44 44 issued this year,

Largest number of volumes issued in one day,

Smallest 44 4 4 44 4 4 4 4 44 44

Average

Whole
u

a

u

a

Increase of circulation, this year,

each day,

July,

August,

December,

January,

this year,

2,595

1,591

75

1,516

288

281

61

182

955

1,302

1,694

1,985

17,650

3,646

This library year is equivalent to ninety-seven days of

circulation. The examination of the Library, just con-

cluded, shows the books to be in good condition. Three

books only are unaccounted for since our last report. . The
Library was not closed during the examination, it being

found unnecessary to a correct and careful count, besides

putting the people to the trouble of returning all books at a

specified time, and stopping the circulation for three weeks.

Two books have been discarded as unworthy circulation,

and their places supplied. Two hundred and forty-two

books have been rebound. We have had the magazines and

papers, sent as donations, bound carefully, and they are

now in the Library. The increase in the circulation of

nearly four thousand volumes is a noteworthy fact, especially
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as we have been in the new room but six months of this

year. The central location of the Town Hall, and its

adaptability to all the varied needs and demands of the com-

munity, are as evident in the growth of this department

as in any other.

The only disadvantage that has been encountered is one

that was anticipated by the Trustees. The most convenient

time for the people to visit the Library is in the early part of

the evening, and it then becomes so thronged as to make

long and tedious waiting a necessity for many. It is mo-

notonous and wearisome thus to be kept in waiting: We
had hoped it might be found practicable for the people

to borrow books for the evening, and sit and read them in

the Library Room,—for this purpose two large reading tables

were purchased ;
but the increase in the number of ap-

plicants renders reading in this room impracticable. It will

be noticed that older persons are at a disadvantage in the

use of library privileges, on account of the presence of so

many of the young. We would not by any means withdraw

these privileges from the young, nor would we discourage

the attendance of parents, as the benefits are for all alike,

but we would recommend a further enlargement of domain,

that the original intention of the people may be properly

carried out. It will be recollected by the citizens that the

vote prepared by our friend and patron, the late David Fair-

banks, Esq., and passed at the annual town meeting, March

27, 1871, appropriated a certain fund of money for the

establishment of a “Public Library and Reading Room.”
Our reasons for devoting the appropriations exclusively to

the Library, heretofore, were stated in previous reports, and

have been evident to all. We have never until this year

been permanently located, nor has the need of this branch

of the work been so clearly evident. We have therefore

deemed it best to bide our time until decisive action was

rendered necessary. The Library is yet in its formative
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state, though it has shown a capacity for growth that would
hardly have been credited at the outset. It is our sincere

desire to see it gradually developing itself in all its branches

with a view to the establishment of a permanent institution

that shall meet the proper demands for information of every

department of industry and every condition of mind. The
advantages of a Reading Rohm, properly and judiciously

managed, are evident. To shut out our monthly magazines

and periodicals and the weekly issues of leading newspapers

is to shut out one entire field of literature, the influence

of which is constantly increasing. Our knowledge of the

growth and prosperity of neighboring towns is now very

meagre indeed. It is the part of wisdom to know our

neighbors and acquaint ourselves with the sources of their

prosperity, and we may find their chronicles in the weekly

local papers.

There are other advantages, perhaps more important, even

than those mentioned. There is now no place provided in

all our town where respectable people, young and old,

may meet for an hour for the purpose of obtaining informa-

tion; either to inform themselves upon a special topic by

the use of the Cyclopedia, or glean from magazines the

ideas of prominent editors upon important subjects, or com-

pare histories, or read for recreation. The lack of these

simple advantages has driven many of our young men into

places of resort unworthy of the reputation which their

presence adds. They go where others go, simply for the

sake of companionable society, and to pass time away. All

do not have the attractions of pleasant homes, but the taste

for reading ingrafted by our school system is so potent for

good that if a place were provided for public use young men
would seek it gladly. The reading tables we now have are

just adapted to the purposes required. Place them in the

quiet and commodious room opposite the Library, and with

a line of paper-stands round the room, you may soon see the

11
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experiment in successful practical operation. The room
referred to, originally intended for the Library, is by strange

coincidence much better adapted for a reading room,— in

fact it could not be improved by alteration. The gas piping-

placed in the walls at convenient points would render

expense in that direction unnecessary, while the simplicity

of our plans would make th£ expenditures for all purposes,

of small amount, for another year.

We have taken pains to ascertain the desirability of such

a reading room, and the expense. In the neighboring city

of Newton, for instance, where the reading room is open all

the time, and where daily and weekly papers, magazines and

periodicals of all kinds, are kept on file, the entire expense

for these issues was but $240 for an entire year. The
Librarian says, “ The Reading Room is used constantly by

a fine class of readers, many people coming regularly day

after day, and considering it a good institution. I do not

think the room has ever been made a loafing place of, or

even a place for people to meet. I know it is used by

an excellent class of people, who prize it highly. I do

not see how it can be anything but a benefit.”

We use this information because we have the same class of

people to deal with, and the comparison would be a fair one.

As we should not purchase any daily papers, and only the

better class of weeklies, we should reduce this sum at least

one-half, while one attendant only would be needed.

It will thus be seen that we should accomplish our purpose

by relieving the Library of its throng by allowing them

to occupy the time of waiting in the Reading Room, while

at the same time we should open new facilities for instruc-

tion to the public, with the added attraction of a pleasant,

quiet room to read in. The Springfield Republican
,

of

March 5th, in an article upon “Our Public Libraries,” gives

advice editorially as follows:

“Libraries are unnecessarily large if they go over 25,000 well

selected volumes, not excluding the standard classics of half a
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dozen foreign languages. Such a body of books is amply suffi-

cient to meet all the demands likely to be made by the public

resorting to them, and beyond that it seems to us that the

resources should be devoted to the current literature of the day

and the improvement of the means of access to the library itself,

that is, by opening reading rooms, not necessarily all under the

roof which shelters the library,,but close to the haunts of men,

and by extending the hours of accessibility. Transient litera-

ture should not be kept after its value has passed, but exchanged

for new.”

Trusting that our views will have your approval, we
recommend that the appropriation for the coming year cover

the means necessary to carry out these suggestions. We
pledge ourselves to the same use of our trust as has been

our practice with the funds granted from year to year.

The amount requested for the Library and Reading Room
is 1800.00.

The appropriations of last year, amounting to 81,000 are

accounted for in the Treasurer’s report. We are glad that

we have been able to accomplish the Avork Avithin the speci-

fied limits.

Conscious of the possibilities of rapid growth by the addi-

tion of books of but transient value, we prefer that our

accumulation should show the results of selection, that the

Library may grow in intrinsic value as it groAvs in years.

•

Respectfully submitted,

FREDERIC KIDDER, \

ELBRIDGE H. GOSS, )

A. A. NICHOLS, Trustees.

HANNAH LYNDE, (

CHARLES C. BARRY,)
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REPORT.

To the Citizens of Melrose:

In preparing this Annual Report of the condition and

progress of their department of town affairs, the committee

have been guided by a desire to lay before the town in the

briefest and most direct manner possible what has been done

during the year.

Those who read the report will ‘ certainly appreciate this,

and those who do not read it will, of course, be satisfied.

TEACHERS.

The past year has, in two respects, been unfortunate for

our schools. Numerous changes in teachers have occurred

which, under ordinary circumstances, must be detrimental

for a period.

A new teacher, although superior to the former, cannot

accomplish at once what has been done by one who fully

knew the organization of the school and the needs of the

pupils.

The new teacher is obliged to learn the temperament and

especial needs of each pupil, before the most attainable can

be accomplished, and this must be the work of time.

The higher the grade of the school the greater will be

the loss in this respect, since the variety of the demands

upon the teacher is increased.
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The committee have been forked by circumstances to fill

the two highest positions in our corps of teachers at the

shortest notice
; but they are confident that there has been

the least possible loss to the pupils in each case.

In the case of the vacancy in the First Grammar School,

it was decided to be wiser to close the school for a few days

than to submit it to two changes, as would have been
* necessary had a temporary teacher been employed.

In regard to these changes, the committee felt it to be

their duty to examine carefully as to the salaries paid in

Melrose, for it is well known that the great inducement to

leave us was a large increase in salary.

Their judgment was that the salary paid the Principal of

the High School was liberal, but that the Principal of the

Grammar School received too little relative to the salaries

of teachers in similar schools in other towns.

Acting from this view of the case the salary of that posi-

tion was raised to #1,500 from #1,200.

It was not considered wise or desirable that Melrose should

attempt to compete with the larger cities of the State in re-

gard to salaries. To have done this in one case would have

been a precedent for every other, and would have entailed

an expense which neither our needs nor circumstances

warrant or demand.

The dilemma in which the committee was placed, by

being obliged to select teachers hastily or close the schools

for a time, when these vacancies occurred, was very an-

noying.

To avoid this difficulty in future, the following vote was

passed by the Board:

“ That our teachers, and those whom we may engage in

future, be required to give the committee one month’s notice

of their resignation.”

The attention of the present corps of teachers is called to

this vote, in order that they may bear it in mind when their

opportunity comes.
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This vote was passed as a means of self-protection for our

own schools.

If teachers should be allowed to leave at a notice of but

two or three days, it would be almost invariably necessary

to close schools for a time whenever a change should occur.

We should thus injure our own schools for the benefit of

some other town.

By the method adopted by this vote, ample time will be

given to the committee to select a teacher, and a consequent

increased probability of selecting a good one.

NEW SCHOOL BUILDING.

The second source of injury to our schools has been the

break caused by the destruction of the Centre school-house

in April last, and the subsequent inconvenient and un-

pleasant quarters in which it was necessary to place the

schools in order to continue them.

The increased distance which the pupils of the Centre

Intermediate School were obliged to walk in order to reach

their room, operated very unfavorably for that school, and

the pupils who were constant and faithful in attendance are

entitled to great praise.

We feel, however, that these evils will be more than com-

pensated in the future, by the increased convenience and

comfort which pupils will experience in the new structure

which has been reared on the site of the former building.

All who are familiar with school buildings have pronounced

it one of the most convenient and well-adapted structures

for school purposes that they have ever seen.

It is elegant without any superfluous ornament, moderate

in cost, yet containing every thing which the best judges in

such matters deem necessary.

The three most important requisites in such a building,

heat, light, and good ventilation, have been amply secured.

1*2
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We congratulate the town on having added to its public

buildings one so perfect in all respects.

Great praise is due to the chairman of the Building Com-
mittee, W. Irving Ellis, for the personal attention Avhich he

has given to the details of building.

His experience and leisure made him peculiarly adapted to

that position
;
and the thanks of every citizen are due him

for the excellent manner in which he has performed the

duties of the office.

The yard about this building is very limited for so many
pupils, and the committee recommend that the “Pound”
adjacent be removed to some other locality, and the territory

occupied by it be added to the school yard.

ATTENDANCE.

The necessity of regular attendance at school, as an

abstract principle, is universally admitted.

The business man who wishes to succeed expects to attend

constantly to the duties of counting-room or workshop. He
hardly allows himself the recreation which the laws of

health demand.

This law is equally important in schools. The class

system makes it necessary that each member should do the

regular work of the class. Every absence entails so much

extra work for the absentee, or a lack of progress is the

result.

Pupils who are often absent soon become discouraged,

and after that accomplish but little.

If every parent could know the disastrous effects arising

from this evil,—which every teacher well knows,—there would

be little absence, save for the most weighty causes.

The attendance in our schools for the last few months

has been rather poor, more especially in the lower schools.

This is to be attributed, in the main, to the prevalence of

those diseases to which children are subject, and to the in-
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convenient distance of some of the rooms from the centre of

the town.

There has undoubtedly been, however, much unnecessary

absence, and it is hoped that the next report will show a

marked improvement in this respect.

TARDINESS.

In the last report the committee called attention to tar-

diness and expressed the opinion that it prevailed in some

schools by far too much.

In a recent school report of the Lawrence School Board,

this evil is thus spoken of

:

“ It is no new thing to complain of the great number of

cases of tardiness in all of the schools, and especially in the

lower ones. Yet nearly all the cases that could be avoided

will be found in about one-tenth of the families that patron-

ize the schools.”

This is also true in our schools, as the statistics attached

to this report will show.

The attention of parents is especially invited to these

facts about our schools, for the evil is one which they are

responsible for, and with them alone lies the remedy.

The committee regret that some pupils have become im-

pressed with an idea that they had better absent themselves

from the session than enter school a few minutes late. This

is substituting a greater evil for a less.

We consider bad attendance worse than tardiness, and

desire that any influence which the teachers can exert may
be used to enforce this idea.

The cases where tardiness is absolutely necessary are very

few. They must result from carelessness of the pupil or

indifference at home
;
and where parents are really interested

in the progress and future success of children there is no

reason to complain. This interest is better manifested often
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by the way children are managed and trained than by loud

protestations or lavish expenditure.

“ Actions speak louder than words ” in our management
of our children as well as in other matters.

DISCIPLINE.

The discipline of our schools is generally quite satisfactory.

The teachers have succeeded 1 in managing their classes with

very little corporal punishment, in several cases none at all

;

and where it has been resorted to, it has been of such a

character that none but the most finical could complain.

There are few in our community, doubtless, who object

to any corporal punishment on principle. They seem to

forget that good discipline is necessary to a successful school,

and this can be maintained, in most cases, only by some

punishment.

Where corporal punishment is abolished it is found ne-

cessary to use expulsion from school as an alternative.

It seems to us wiser to use reasonable corporal punish-

ment than to deprive pupils of the opportunity of continuing

in school.

MUSIC.

At the commencement of the school year in September,

Mrs. Georgie N. Bordman was placed in charge of this de-

partment.

In addition to the amount of instruction previously given,

she teaches in the First Grammar and High Schools.

In the last report of this board it was stated as necessary

that a plan of instruction in music, comprehending every

grade of our schools, should be adopted.

In accordance with that desire of the committee the fol-

lowing plan has been drawn up, and is pursued in all the

schools as far as is practicable with their present knowledge

of music.
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Some of the upper grades are not qualified for work

so advanced, and so are doing what is properly that of a

lower grade.

It is confidently expected that each grade, as it advances,

will be able to do all that is here specified.

PROGRAMME.
Primary Schools.

All kinds of intervals, time, tone, rhythm, and melody to be

read by note in the key of C.

Promptness in accent, pure tone and distinct articulation.

Written exercises, embodying all the necessary signs and

rules.

Rote singing, to cultivate tasteful performance and expres-

sion.

Intermediate Schools.

Review of work of the primary schools.

Exercises requiring alto parts.

Transposition of the scale.

Exercises in the keys of G and F.

Reading simple exercises at sight in key of C.

Third Grammar Schools.

Review of previous work.

Learn to read in the keys of D and B fiat.

Judicious practice of simple music in three parts.

Reading simple exercises at sight in keys previously learned.

Second Grammar School.

Review.

Singing in three parts.

The study of triads and] their positions in the keys learned

previously.

Writing from dictation.

Singing easy exercises at sight.
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First Grammar /School.

Review all the previous work, with the addition of a bass clef.

Singing exercises in four parts.

Learn the keys of A and E flat.

Singing at sight simple exercises.

Writing from dictation.

High /School.

All the work before mentioned.

Keys of E and A flat.

All the important rules of music.

Practice of three and four-part songs.

The singing of ordinary simple music at sight.

Writing by dictation, from the piano or voice.

In order to carry out this programme successfully, the

regular teachers and the special instructor must have the

same object in view.

It is not intended that music should have more than its

due portion of time, but it should have no less.

The energy and enthusiasm of the special instructor will

produce but barren results without the cordial co-operation

of every teacher.

This we believe Mrs. Bordman has now, and we trust

that such will continue to be the case.

The pupils appear to take much interest, also, in this

topic, and the committee are sanguine in their expectations

for the future.

It is customary, in most towns, to have a musical exhibi-

tion each spring, in order that the parents and others inter-

ested may have an opportunity to judge of the ability of the

schools to sing. •

We hope to conform to this custom during the coming

season, and trust the result will be gratifying.
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There seems to be a feeling among some pupils that music

stands on a different footing from other branches
;
that they

are at liberty to take part in the singing exercises or not, as

they please.

This feeling has manifested itself by a refusal to purchase

books, and in a reluctance to join in the exercise. Some-

times parents have sustained children in this course.

This seems to prevail to a greater degree with boys than

with girls. Girls generally love to sing, and they look for-

ward to the time when it will be a delight to themselves and

others to be able to sing well.

Parents generally seem to wish to have their daughters

learn this art, but many are willing that their sons should

remain ignorant of it.

It seems to the committee that the benefit to be derived

from it cannot be restricted to the female sex alone. We
fail to see why it is of less consequence for a man to be

familiar with the principles and practice of music than a

woman.

Music is an art which can be acquired much easier in

youth than at a later period; and but few will deny that a

knowledge of music is a very desirable thing for every one.

All that is needed to have our boys, especially in the

High School, become interested in it, is a little more fa-

miliarity with it. Undoubtedly they feel ignorant and em-

barrassed in their first attempts, but in a short time, by
attending to it faithfully, they will become proficient enough

to find much enjoyment in it.

It will be impossible, however, to accomplish good results

unless in addition to other aids, parents will lend their influ-

ence and encourage us rather than obstruct and discourage,

by sustaining the indifference of their children.

The committee consider music one of the branches of

instruction, just as geometry and physiology are, and they

condemn any lack of attention to it, or failure to procure
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the proper books, as strongly as they would the same defi-

ciencies in any other study.

DRAWING.

An attempt was made early in the summer to have draw-

ing taught. The chairman of the committee took general

charge of the matter, and quite an interest on the part of

teachers and pupils was created.

He was unable, however, to continue it, and so not much
wTas done, although it was taught in most of the schools

until the summer vacation.

Arrangements have now been made for a teacher who will

give the teachers a course of instruction in this branch,

after which they will be required to instruct in it.

PENMANSHIP.

This subject comes naturally in connection with draw-

ing. Good penmanship is no longer an accomplishment but

a necessity ; one of the first requisites in a business man.

A great improvement was made in this branch last year,

but it has not yet arrived to that perfection where we can

say, enough has been done.

Teachers find it necessary to use great care and be per-

sistent in their dissatisfaction with careless and slovenly

work.

We hope the time will soon come, if it has not already,

when our business men can no longer say, as they have in

the past, that we graduate from our schools no good pen-

men.

In connection with this, “ dictation exercises,” involving

the use of capitals, and proper marks of punctuation, are of

great service.

Exercises in penmanship, prepared at^liome, and brought

into the class once a week, and compared and criticised by

the teacher, are excellent.
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These may consist of bills, notes, checks, orders, letters,

and other exercises, giving pupils familiarity with business

forms and expressions.

The earnest teacher will find no difficulty in finding sub-

jects and methods enough to interest a class in this most

useful art.

Such exercises can also be made useful in teaching spell-

ing, which must be learned in childhood and youth, if at all.

If pupils become well versed in arithmetic, spelling and

penmanship, before entering the High School, they are

usually certain of doing well there.

In the lower schools, the pupil who excels in these branches

will be more certain to succeed in the others
; but without

these there is no foundation to build upon.

EXAMINATIONS

.

As was stated in the last report, a system of examinations

was adopted last year upon which the promotions last June

were decided.

We believe it is the unanimous opinion of the teachers

that this plan operated very advantageously in inciting pupils

to do well, and at the same time giving them the opportunity

to know, at different times during the year, what the chance

for promotion was.

Larger classes were promoted last year than in years

previous, probably owing to the fact that several examina-

tions gave a better opportunity for some pupils to show their

proficiency than a single examination at the end of the year.

A part of these questions were prepared by the committee

and a part by the teachers.

This year we are having fewer examinations, probably

five during the year, but all are prepared by the committee.

In making the promotions this year, we believe that the

daily record of recitations should also be considered in con-

nection with these examinations.

13
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HIGH SCHOOL.

Our anticipations of last year were realized in September,

when we found the school much increased in size by the

addition of a very large class from the Grammar School.

There was not room enough for the accommodation of all

the pupils.

The committee felt that this was the time to make the

change which had been contemplated, and so the First

Grammar School was moved into temporary quarters in the

room assigned to this Board in the Town Hall, until the

new building should be finished.

The room vacated by this school was taken for the fourth

class of the High School.

Mr. Charles E. Prior was employed as an assistant, tem-

porarily.

The committee finally made choice of Miss Emma Bug-

bee, of the Nashua, N. H., High School, as an additional

assistant. Miss Bugbee has had several years experience as

a teacher, and comes with the highest recommendations,

and we believe is succeeding well in the school.

Toward the end of November the master of the school

was induced to resign, to accept a position in the English

High School of Boston. His faithfulness and his earnest-

ness in the work to which he has devoted his life, had

created for him many friends in the short time he was in

the school, who regretted exceedingly his departure, but the

committee felt that it would be useless to attempt competi-

tion with Boston, and his resignation was accepted.

A. G. Whitman, A. M., an experienced teacher, was se-

lected to fill the position for the remainder of the year. He
has succeeded in carrying the school along successfully, and

without the friction which usually attends a change of

teachers.

This school is very deficient in apparatus for teaching

Chemistry and Natural Philosophy.
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Some small additions have been made this year, but an

expense of several hundred dollars will be necessary to have

what the school really deserves.

It is of but little advantage to simply learn what the

text-books teach of these subjects, especially chemistry.

The pupils should have an opportunity to use chemicals

and perform the experiments themselves, thus fixing every

principle and fact which they learn.

Mr. Whitman having offered to place his fine collection

of minerals in the school for the benefit of such pupils as

might pursue the study of mineralogy, we have had a case

fitted up for them.

The pupils will have an excellent opportunity to learn

something practically of minerals, and will perhaps be able

to commence making some collections of their own, which

will always be a source of pleasure to them.

It was voted by the committee last summer, when the

medals were obtained for the graduating class, that hereafter

diplomas should be given to the graduates instead of medals.

“ What is the use of studying this or that? ” is a question

often addressed to the committee and teachers of the High

School, by pupils who have not long been members of the

school, or by their parents, who can see no “ practical advan-

tage,” as they say, to be derived from it.

The High School course of study is essentially different

from that of the Grammar School. It is not and is not in-

tended to be a continuance of it. It opens a wider field of

scholarship, and is intended to do something in the way of

culture which the Grammar School cannot do.

To pursue this course of study a certain order must be

followed, and we admit that, to one who is intending to re-

main a member of the High School but a year or so, the

study of certain topics embraced in the course for that first

year will be of no great practical advantage ;
but to those

who continue they are indispensable.
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It is for those who go bn and finish the course that it is

arranged, and not for those who remain but a short time.

An effort has been made to satisfy all parties, by having

two courses of study in the High School,— one English and

the other Classical.

When the pupils enter the school they are allowed to

take which course they wish.

Most of the complaint has come from pupils who have

commenced the classical course, and finding Latin dry and

hard, conclude that it isn’t of “ practical advantage,” and

wish to change to something else.

In two cases, last year, the committee permitted pupils to

change from one course to the other, but it caused several

others to wish to give up important studies which they had

found distasteful, and did not produce the expected effect

on the pupils favored.

We are inclined to think that parents do not consider

carefully enough, when pupils enter the school, which of the

two courses they desire them to take. That is the proper

time to decide it
; not after they have pursued one or the

other for some time.

Just as good a judgment can be formed then as ever. If

it is desirable that a pupil should pursue a certain study, the

question of whether he finds it difficult or eas}" is of no con-

sequence.

Parents should also decide before they send their children

to the High School, whether or not the course will be of

practical advantage to them ;
if not, they should not be sent

there.

Really no one has a right to declare any study of no prac-

tical advantage to a scholar, until the future of the child is

revealed to him.

It is not seldom the case that our positions are what we
least anticipated in our school days, and that those studies

that seemed most practical and desirable were least so.

So the best that can be done is to be satisfied with such a
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course of study as will fit young persons for good citizens

and intelligent and cultivated men and women, considering

that as the most practical end to be attained.

We are in hopes to publish, in the next report of this

Board, a new course of study for all the schools, carefully

arranged and systematized.

It is under consideration now, but has not reached a stage

advanced enough for publication.

Attention is called to the following vote, passed unani-

mously by the committee

:

“ When any pupil of the High School shall show continued

neglect of study and consequent failure to perform what is justly

required, it shall be the duty of the principal to transfer such

pupil to the next lower class.

“ Any member of the fourth class shall, under these circum-

stances, be transferred to the First Grammar School.”

The teachers have been troubled a great deal by the re-

quests of pupils to go home a short time before the close of

the session.

It seems to us the occasions when this privilege should be

granted are very few, and we trust the number of such re-

quests in future will be so few that there will be no neces-

sity for action by the committee.

CATALOGUE OF THE MELROSE HIGH SCHOOL FOR THE

YEAR COMMENCING SEPTEMBER, 1874.

CLASS OF 1875.

Blake, Susan Tokrey

Carey, Lizzie Webb
Dutton, Hattie

Wilde, Carrie Lunt

Fields, Henry Garrett

Ingalls, Olin Fisk

Stantj vl, Frank GeorgeLovejoy, Sarah Emma
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CLASS
Blanton, Lizzie Anna
Goss, Florence Mary
Lane, Hattie Estella
Monroe, Lizzie Jacobs

Trowbridge, Amelia Frank

CLASS
Bailey, Carrie Winthrop
Barrett, Nellie
Batchelder, Hattie Martin
Brown, Minnie
Chapin, Annie Maria
Emerson, Georgia Theresa
Foster, Sarah Gertrude
Gibbons, Louisa Jane
Sargeant, Lulie

Vinton, Mary Isabel

Worthen, Susie

Babb, Edward Everett

CLASS
Austin, Cora Francena
Bailey, Flora Lillie

Bennett, Mattie Ann
Boardman, Nellie Carver
Bradley, Dora Davis

Bryant, Lizzie Bell
Burr, Fannie Woodbury
Coolidge, Isabel Pomeroy
Damon, Nellie Bell
Drake, Louise Isabel

Grundy, Emma Jane
Haskell, Cora Louise

Hallett, Ida Louise

Jones, Anna May
Lovejoy, Jennie Gilbert
Molyneux, Maria Louise

Molyneux, Annie Elizabeth
Newhall, Charles
Littlefield, Homer Sweet
Smith, Rufus Winslow
Jones, Edwin Francis

Sout]

OF 1870.

Mansfield, Frank
Morton, Edward Payson Jones
Prior, Alfred Melville
Roberts, Joseph Page
Grundy, Edward Luther

OF 1877.

Lavender, Sarah Estella
Lecraw, Lizzie Griffith

Lovejoy, Minnie
Lyall, Addie Louise

Messenger, Ella
McCoubrey, Lizzie Anna
Norton, Ada Elizabeth
Parker, Mary
Davis, John Edgar
Ripley, Marius Parker
Sargeant, Walter Clifford
Russell, Wm. Clifton

OF 1878.

Poole, Hannah Irene
Selee, Lucy Cora
Stratton, Nellie Maria
Trowbridge, Cora Bell
Upham Mary
Bodge, George Emerson
Bradbury, Wm. Benjamin
Burnham, Charles Henry
Carey, Edwin Clase
Chandler, Henry Gorden
Colegan, Hugh Thomas
Dole. Wm. Andrews
Ellis, Willie Berton
Fuller, Charles Gilbert
Graves, Abbot Frank
Hare, Andrew Samuel
Mansfield, George White
Lewis, Walter Channing
Sargent, John Albert
Sprague, Charles
Rowell, Clarence A,

i, Frank May
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GRAMMAR SCHOOLS.

These schools remain under the same teachers as last year

with one exception. Mr. Smith, who has filled so satis-

factorily the position of Principal of our First Grammar
School for two years, resigned about the first of January, to

take charge of the Bowditch School, Salem.

Mr. Smith was a growing teacher, and we should have

been glad to have retained him longer, but we were con-

trolled by the same reasons in regard to him as in the case of

Mr. Harrington.

Mr. H. F. Woodman, late of Salem, was elected as his

successor, and from what we have learned of his success in

other localities we feel confident that he will succeed

with us.

Hereafter, all pupils who complete the Grammar School

course in a satisfactory manner, will be presented with

diplomas at graduation. None will receive diplomas whom
the committee consider unqualified to enter the High

School, and any possessing them will be admitted to it with-

out further examination.

The First Grammar School has been transferred to the

new building, and the master has charge of the entire build-

ing, being responsible for the discipline and management of

all affairs there.

The Second Grammar School had so many pupils at the

beginning of the year that the work was too hard for the

teacher in charge, and ten of those best qualified were sent

to the First Grammar School.

The plan was that they should join in such recitations

of that class as they could, and be instructed in other topics

separately, until they should be able to join in all the work of

the class. Most of them are now doing the regular work,

and probably some of them, if not all, will be able to

graduate next Summer.
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The two classes, comprising the third section of our

Grammar School, are quite large, and undoubtedly there

will be so many to enter the second class next year that

it will be necessary to make two classes of that, thus form-

ing a new school, and rendering the employment of another

teacher necessary.

As our town is increasing in population the formation of a

new class every year or two is necessary.

The committee are in hopes to arrange it so as to use the

room at Green Street, but it should be newly furnished, and

these matters must be provided for in the appropriation this

spring.

Our Grammar Schools are generally in a good condition.

The teachers are experienced, and have been in that grade

of work long enough to be familiar with it, and so utilize

their time and adapt their methods better than they could at

first.

INTERMEDIATE SCHOOLS.

These schools have remained under the same teachers as

last year, and have been doing their work successfully.

The change made last year by consolidating the three

classes in each, to two, has been found as desirable as

was anticipated.

As has previously been stated the Centre School has suf-

fered from the loss of its building.

Several pupils have lately been transferred to this school

from the Centre Primary, on account of the great num-

ber of pupils in the Primary and the small number in this

school.

Such of these as shall be found competent will be

promoted in June, and the remainder will be just where

they would have been had they remained in the Primary.

It is not the intention to urge them at all, bej^ond

what they would have been required to do in the other

schools.
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These schools correspond in grade to the lower grammar

classes in many towns, so that pupils entering these from

other towns often suppose they are entering a lower grade,

when that is not the case.

PRIMARY AND MIXED SCHOOLS.

One-half of these schools have changed teachers since the

last report was made.

Miss Treadwell retired from the Vinton Street Primary

at the beginning of the summer term, after a long and

successful term of service, and Miss Etta W. Livermore was

selected by the committee for the school.

Miss Livermore had previously acted for some time as

substitute in the school, and her success in this position

influenced the committee in their choice.

She has displayed great zeal and enthusiasm in her work,

and has succeeded in winning the love of the pupils, so that

discipline has been an easy matter.

We believe as she gains experience she will become

one of our best teachers.

We regret to record the death of Miss Annie Woodman,
a graduate of our High School, and recently the teacher of

the Highland School. Although young, she gave promise

of becoming an excellent teacher, and until failing health

unfitted her for her work, it was done in a manner which

showed a genuine love for it, and a devotion to it which

must have brought success. *

Miss Alice S. Brown was selected for the Highland

School.

The school was not in a good condition when Miss Brown
took charge of it, as Miss Woodman’s illness had interfered

with its progress. This must always be the case where for

any reason a school has two or three different teachers

during a year.

When the committee have visited it during the present

14
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year, it has appeared well, and we trust that we shall not be

obliged to chronicle any more changes there for a long time

to come.

In the Green Street School, Miss Lydia Mendum was

chosen to succeed Miss Buffum, who resigned in November.

We believe Miss Buffum commenced teaching in this

school, and never taught elsewhere. The universal regret

expressed by the citizens of that section of the town, at her

departure, is a worthy tribute to her work there.

Miss Mendum was engaged there temporarily, until some

experienced teacher could be selected, but after conducting

the school some weeks, the committee were satisfied that

many an experienced teacher might do worse, and few

better, and made her appointment permanent.

In regard to the lower classes in our Primary and Mixed
Schools, the committee last year had a very strong convic-

tion that many of the pupils would be better employed

at home than at school.

But little of their time was employed in the studies—
if we may so call them— of the school, and the remainder in

sitting as still as they could; much stiller than they wished,

doing nothing. We believe that nothing is so absolutely

deadening to a child in all respects as this. Activity in

every respect is the normal condition in childhood. The
mind and body grow by what they feed on, but not by lack

of food, not by total abstinence.

To remedy this difficulty blocks have been introduced,

and the pupils have been encouraged to bring slates, or have

paper to draw on. In some schools they have been allowed

to amuse themselves at the black-board.

Bound copies of the Nursery have been placed on the

teachers’ tables, from which they read stories to entertain

the pupils.

We are so much pleased with the following account of

this matter in the School Report of the town of Lexington

for this year, that we have embraced it in our report.
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In regard to Primary Schools, it says,—
“ Much of the training here should be objective, and we have

placed in these schools and in the Mixed Schools, where there

are children of the Primary grade, at very slight expense to the

town, but at considerable expense of time and care to ourselves,

a great variety of material for occupation, instruction, and enter-

tainment, embracing thousands of triangles, oblongs, squares,

and other geometrical forms of various colors, cards, letters,

sticks, blocks, worsteds, pictures, books, etc. These,. at different

times during the day, are placed in the hands of those children

who are too young to study, and who have ordinarily sat with

nothing to do, so that many an hour, otherwise tedious and

injurious, is passed pleasantly and not without profit.

“ Entering either of these schools at certain hours in each

session, we find the children happily employed in assorting these

cards or worsted, according to shape or color, in forming words

or short sentences with letters, laying sticks in piles of certain

numbers and according to given lengths, making various

figures with the colored cards from designs drawn by the

teacher on the black-board, or even designing themselves.

“Much good has already resulted, but the resources of this

kind of material are very great, and more attention should be

given to such occupation.

“ It remains for teachers to develop the matter by careful

thought. Even in the use of such material harm may be done.

“ Instruction as to form, size, color, length, &c., should be

exact. Nothing should be used carelessly, and the children

should not be allowed to do any thing with this material at will,

until they have had definite instruction as to its uses.”

If our teachers in these schools will visit the best schools

of the same grade in other towns, they will undoubtedly

find many ways of using such material as it will be the

pleasure of the committee to furnish.

GENERAL REMARKS.

We would say, in conclusion, that we consider our schools

satisfactory in most respects, yet there are some faults, —
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faults which we believe to be common to most schools in

this vicinity.

We realize the fact that our schools must conform pretty

closely to public opinion, right or wrong.

It will be practically impossible to ever raise them much
above this standard, nor, from the nature of things, will

they fall below it.

Now, it is true that public opinion is sometimes fallible,

and reaches conclusions which are wrong, and this result in

school matters is disastrous.

We believe it is wrong now in certain conclusions which

it has adopted, and which some prominent educators have

assisted in establishing.

One of these wrong conclusions, a very important one,

requires that pupils should be put through their school

course somehow, with very little exertion of their own.

There has been an impression prevalent for a long time,

that if every thing were made plainer and simpler to pupils,

and more time were spent in teaching, instead of studying ,

there would be a vast gain in educational results.

The practical result of this has been to make parrot-like

imitators of pupils, instead of independent thinkers and

reasoners.

They lose all courage to undertake any thing requiring

careful thought and demanding mental exertion, but become

expert machines, running rapidly and splendidly in the ruts

where they have been taught, and good for but little else-

where.

It is our conviction that ipany pupils suffer from too

much teaching. We believe in retaining the old meaning

of the verb to teach, viz. : to guide, to show, and would not

confound it with “to do,” “to bear,” or “to suffer;” and

teacher is with us still a leader, a guide ,—not a porter, as

his occupation, according to some, would make him.

We would not destroy that beautiful figure of speech,
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where the teacher is the shepherd, Avho carries the feeble

lambs, by representing him as carrying the whole flock.

We concur so fully in the sentiments of the following,

that we have quoted it from the School Report of Concord

for last year.

“ Now, it seems as if the whole tendency of our times, the

whole advice of our educational men and journals, the great

desire of parents, was to take out of education any thing

which looks like hard work
;

to enable our children to get

an education vicariously, by somebody else’s work and study.

If a study comes hard to a child, straightway father or mother

must petition that he give up that special study. The com-

mittees and guardians of youth are warned that a few hours’

study (an amazingly few hours’ study, in most cases !),
five days

in the week, two-thirds of the year, is making a complete

wreck of the constitutions of all our boys and girls. Perhaps

so ! For ourselves, we believe the exact contrary. We believe

that any reasonable amount of study, any amount which is

required by the school committees of Massachusetts towns, is a

positive advantage to health. At any rate we would not give

much for that education which does not involve some systematic

hard work on the part of the pupils as well as teachers. It will

not make the kind of men and women which we need to

grapple with the hard realities and the knotty problems of

actual life.”

We have already spoken of the attendance and tardiness,

but we again call attention to the facts presented in the

table of statistics, which follows.

The present number of pupils in school is nearly 100

less than the total number who have belonged during the

year.

This seems very large to us, and we are obliged to

conclude that there must be quite a number of children who
do not attend school, who should do so, according to legal

requirements.



114 REPORT OF THE SCHOOL COMMITTEE.

The number of absences is very large, more so than last

year, but that has already been accounted for. The
average attendance is less than last year, on account of

the same causes.

The most important matter is tardiness, and here it will

be seen that less than one-tenth of the pupils have caused

about one-half the tardiness.

This is to a great extent true in regard to absence, if

the Primary and Mixed schools are left out of account.

The pupils here are so young that more absence must

occur, and on that account we have not considered it.

We recommend that “A Roll of Honor,” containing the

names of all pupils who have not been absent or tardy

during the year, should be printed, as a part of the next

Annual Report.

No financial report is presented, as the Selectmen’s re-

port contains every thing. It is sufficient to say that our

expenditures have been within the appropriations.

Respectfully submitted,

J. O. NORRIS,

For the Committee ,
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