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COVID-19

Hopefully this edition of Legal Aid Link finds you and your families safe and healthy
during this difficult time. Like many of the legal aid organizations that it funds, MLAC
continues its work remotely and has compiled resources related to COVID-19 and the
law on its website: mlac.org/help/ Please use and share these resources. As always,
don’t hesitate to reach out to MLAC staff if we can be helpful. 

We’re also sharing news about legal aid and the COVID-19 crisis on our news
pageand on social media. Please don’t wait for the next newsletter to share your
clips! Keep us posted so we can help spread the news.

The ongoing pandemic threatens the well-being of low-income residents and
illustrates inherent injustices and the importance of legal aid. Thank you for all that
you do to pursue justice for vulnerable people. This edition celebrates the excellent
work of civil legal aid in Massachusetts over the last few months. Please stay in touch
and stay healthy!

Highlights in this issue...

Kenda shares her story at Walk to the Hill
Legal aid organizations lead vital advocacy across the state
“I see you, I know you, and I am you” - GBLS client lobby day
CLA medical-legal partnership clients share their stories
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Equal Justice Coalition

Walk to the Hill 2020

Hundreds of attorneys, law students, and advocates attended the 21st annual Walk
to the Hill for Civil Legal Aid to urge the legislature to include $29 million for legal aid
through the MLAC line item in the FY21 state budget. Read more about the event
and watch Kenda, a client of South Coastal Counties Legal Services, share her story.

New Issue-Specific Fact Sheets for Legislative Advocacy
The Equal Justice Coalition has materials to support legislative advocacy, including
new fact sheets about: housing, employment, immigration, health care, the opioid
crisis, children, older adults, and domestic violence and family law. 

Legal Aid in the News & other Advocacy Updates

Northeast Justice Center wins years-long housing case

Northeast Justice Center attorney Marc Potvin won a housing victory for his client,
Jane, after seven years in Northeast Housing Court. They challenged Wells Fargo’s
foreclosure of Jane’s Lynn condominium, arguing that the foreclosure sale was
invalid because Freddie Mac hid its role and Wells Fargo sent defective foreclosure
notices. In February, Potvin obtained a settlement agreement with Freddie Mac that
allowed Jane to repurchase her home at a large discount.
 

Cambodian Refugee returns to Massachusetts after wrongful deportation
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Greater Boston Legal Services helped Thy Chea, a Cambodian refugee and Lowell
resident who was wrongly deported, return home to his family after 18 months.
Chea’s son was born after he was deported, and Chea met him for the first time upon
arriving at Logan Airport.
 

Prisoners’ Legal Services seeks accountability in death of Springfield mother

Prisoners’ Legal Services and its legal partners filed a suit against the Springfield
Police Department and the Hampden County Sheriff’s Department after a mother
died from a treatable illness while in custody.

Students Speak

Massachusetts Advocates for Children hosted a legislative briefing Feb. 25 at the
State House to raise awareness about the importance of the Safe and Supportive
Schools law.  Students from several high schools shared what they need to feel safe
and supported. The event was co-sponsored by the Trauma and Learning Policy
Initiative (a collaboration between MAC and Harvard Law School), State Sen. Sal
DiDomenico, and State Rep. Ruth B. Balser.
 

Northeast Legal Aid starts restraining order partnership

Northeast Legal Aid’s Family Law Unit started a restraining order program to handle
cases referred by local community partners and the District Attorney’s office with
assistance from DLA Piper and other pro bono attorneys. 
 

Central West Justice Center fighting for Immigrants

In January, Central West Justice Center Managing Attorney Leticia Medina-Richman
penned a letter to the editor of the Daily Hampshire Gazette bringing attention to
the legal services available to immigrants and refugees in western Massachusetts. 
 

Medical-Legal Partnership clients share their stories
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Last fall, Community Legal Aid and UMass Memorial Health Care held an event to
honor the lawyers who volunteer for its Medical-Legal Partnership. Since the
partnership began in 2015, UMass Memorial Health Care has referred 472 cases to
CLA. Watch some of them share their stories. 

 

CWJC Advocates Against Re-location of Worcester Welfare Office

After the state announced plans to move the Worcester office of the Department of
Transitional Assistance to the outskirts of the city, CWJC joined with other non-
profits, elected officials, and residents in opposing the new, less accessible location. 

 

Save the Date

Consumer Law Conferences

Fair Debt Collections Conference in Portland, Ore., March 30 – 31  

Due to COVID-19, this event will be a series of online webinars.
More information

Mortgage Training Conference in Baltimore, Md.,  June 15 - 16

Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion Event Calendar

Visit the MLAC page to see diversity, equity, and inclusion-related virtual events and
resources to support legal aid staff and clients during the COVID-19 crisis.

 

MCLE Legal Services Conference Rescheduled

The annual conference is rescheduled to Sep. 25 due to the COVID-19 pandemic.
The all-day conference will be at 10 Winter Place, Boston. 

Event Recaps

On Feb. 26, Greater Boston Legal Services held its annual client lobby day at the
State House. Clients shared their stories and asked the state legislature to increase
funding for civil legal aid. In solidarity with other clients, client board member Jurett
Mooltrey-Weathers shared a powerful poem she wrote, which emphasized the
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difficulty clients face when trying to overcome injustice and included the refrain: “I see
you, I know you, and I am you.”

Massachusetts Advocates for
Childrencelebrated its 50th anniversary on
Nov. 1 at the Renaissance Boston
Waterfront Hotel. Emcees Carlos Rojas
Álvarez and Jacquelynne Bowman shared
the story of MAC's advocacy across the
years. The event also featured a live
performance from the Boston Children’s
Chorus and reflections from Hubie Jones. Click here for photos and a full recording of
the evening program.

The National Consumer Law Center celebrated its 50th Anniversary in
November

Left: Former and current NCLC executive directors (L to R): Willard Ogburn, Robert
Sable, Mark Budnitz, and Richard Dubois (current director). Right: Former and
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current staff gather together at NCLC’s 50th anniversary party in Boston on Nov. 15,
2019.

People

In February, MLAC said farewell to deputy director Janne Hellgren, who stepped
down after many years and two stints with the organization—most recently since
2012. Janne oversaw several vital aspects of MLAC’s work. In recent years she was
instrumental in the implementation of the Civil Legal Aid for Victims of Crime initiative
and the Greater Boston Immigrant Defense Fund, among other projects.

“Janne has handled a myriad of roles and responsibilities
during her tenure at MLAC and took on difficult, challenging
tasks without complaint,” said Lynne Parker, MLAC
executive director. “I want to thank Janne for her many, many
contributions to MLAC and the legal aid community in
Massachusetts. We congratulate her on all she has done to
promote equal access to justice for low-income people.”

Northeast Legal Aid hired attorneys Michael Gsovski and Linda Neary in its
housing unit, and Sara Jaeb, Susan Ham, and Agnes Kazba in its family law unit. 
The Northeast Justice Center hired Brian O’Donnell in its affirmative litigation unit
and Yoana Kuzmova in its immigration unit. Supervising attorney Mike Weinhold’s
family welcomed a baby girl in December.

Community Legal Aid hired attorneys Marina Abraham, David Brown, Jamie
Margolis, and J. Michelle Hamill, as well as Receptionist Jackeline Martinez and
Human Resource Manager Judy Zeh. Central West Justice Center hired
attorney Silvia Ibrahim.

Awards & Recognition

CLA Managing Attorney Named Alumni Public Interest Champion

Roger Williams University School of Law
named Weayonnoh Nelson-Davies,
managing attorney of Community Legal Aid’s
Worcester and Fitchburg offices, its 2020
Alumni Public Interest Champion. A former
Bart Gordon Fellow and AmeriCorps
Supervisor at South Coastal Counties Legal
Services, Nelson-Davies also worked as a
Medical-Legal Partnership staff attorney before she became Managing Attorney.
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CLA's Volunteer Lawyers Service Attorneys Honored for Pro Bono work
The Supreme Judicial Court’s Standing Committee on Pro Bono Legal
Services honored several members of Community Legal Aid’s team for their
outstanding commitment to providing legal representation to our low-income and
elderly clients.

Women’s Bar Association Names New Rising Stars
The Women’s Bar Association selected Amalia Jorns of Northeast Legal Aid
and Maggie Morgan of Greater Boston Legal Services as members of the sixth class
of its Women’s Leadership Initiative, which brings together senior women attorneys
and up and coming stars of the legal profession for leadership development and
mentoring.

ABA Honors Mass. Attorneys and Organizations for Pro Bono work
The American Bar Association honored
several volunteer attorneys and four
organizations from Massachusetts for their
work through Mass Legal Answers Online
(www.masslao.org). The ABA also awarded
its prestigious Janet Spragens Pro Bono
Award to GBLS volunteer attorney Hardin
Matthews. Matthews (right) is a longtime
volunteer in GBLS’s Low-Income Taxpayer
Clinic and a retired Ropes & Gray attorney. Since its launch in late 2016, volunteer
attorneys have answered more than 3,800 questions from clients on MLAO.

Resources

Massachusetts Advocates for Children Senior Attorney Diana Santiago and
Parent Advocate Laura Perez presented a webinar on Feb. 28 on Supporting
Parents who are Immigrants and/or Limited English Proficient in the Special
Education Process for direct service providers working with children and families. 

New National Consumer Law Center resources:

Digital Library

Issue Briefs

Reports, including:

Predatory Installment Lending in the States: 2020, February 2020
Obtaining Mortgage Relief for Survivors of Disasters: A Practice Guide for
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Advocates, February 2020 
2020 Tax Season: More Delays and Higher Costs for Struggling Taxpayers,
January 2020
An Ounce of Prevention: A Review of Hospital Financial Assistance Policies in
the United States, January 2020
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