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declared during any twelve months shall not exceed the net

income of the corporation actually collected during such

period, except upon written approval of the commissioner.

?riated at"*

^" ^^ Dividcnds shall be treated as deposits, and if not withdrawn
deposits, etc. shall be considered, in computing the dividend next follow-

ing, as having been on deposit for the preceding six months.

Ordinary dividends shall not exceed the rate of fi\'e per cent a

year. No ordinary dividend shall be declared or paid except

as above provided, nor upon a deposit of less than three

months' standing; but, if the by-laws so provide, ordinary

dividends may be declared and paid upon deposits of one,

two, four or five months' standing. The corporation may, by
its by-laws, provide that a dividend shall not be declared or

paid on less than three dollars, or on the fractional part of a

dollar. Approved April 18, 1919.

1916, 269 (G),

S 16, etc.,

amended.

ChapAll An Act to authorize inspection by the auditor of the
COMMONWEALTH OF CERTAIN BOOKS AND RECORDS OF THE
TAX COMMISSIONER.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Section sixteen of chapter two hundred and sixty-nine

of the General Acts of nineteen hundred and sixteen, as

amended by section seventy-one of chapter two hundred

and fifty-seven of the General Acts of nineteen hundred

and eighteen, and by chapter fifty of the General Acts of the

current year, is hereby further amended by inserting after

the word "authority", in the sixth line, the words: — The
books, accounts and other records in the hands of the tax

commissioner, except returns, shall be open to the inspection

of the auditor of the commonwealth and of his deputies, as-

sistants and clerks when acting under his authority for the

purpose of auditing the accounts of the tax commissioner,—
and by inserting after the word "commissioner", in the sixth

and seventh lines, the words: — or by the auditor of the com-

monwealth, — so as to read as follows:— Section 16. Re-

turns shall be open to the inspection of the tax commis-
sioner and of his deputies, assistants and clerks, when act-

ing under his authority, and of the income tax assessors

and of their deputies, assistants and clerks, when acting

under their authority. The books, accounts and other

records in the hands of the tax commissioner, except returns,

shall be open to the inspection of the auditor of the common-
wealth and of his deputies, assistants and clerks when acting

Inspection of

certain books
and records
of tax com-
missioner
authorized.
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under his authority for the purpose of auditing the accounts

of the tax commissioner. The disclosure by the tax com- Penalty for

missioner, or by the auditor of the commonwealth, or by any formation, etc.

deputy, assistant, clerk or assessor, or other employee of the

commonwealth, or of any city or town therein, to any per-

son but the taxpayer or his agent of any information whatever

contained in or set forth by any such return, other than the

name and address of the person filing it, except in proceed-

ings to collect the tax or by proper judicial order, or for the

purpose of criminal prosecution under the provisions of this

act , shall be punishable by a fine not exceeding one thousand

dollars, or by imprisonment for a period not exceeding six

months, or by both such fine and imprisonment, and by

disqualification from holding office for such period, not ex-

ceeding three years, as the court may determine. Said re- Returns to be

turns shall be preserved for two years, and thereafter until
p''*'^'"^'^ •®*''-

the tax commissioner orders them to be destroyed. The information as

tax commissioner shall, upon the request of any inhabitant lax ret^wL.

of the commonwealth, state whether or not any designated

person has filed an income tax return for the current or any

prior year. Approved April 18, 1919.

An Act to authorize the conveyance of certain land
qj^q^j) 118

OF the commonwealth in the town of WESTMINSTER.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

The director of the commission on mental diseases is Conveyance
. , , , , 111- .of certain land

hereby authorized to execute, acknowledge and denver in ofthecom-

the name and behalf of the commonwealth to the Boston uie'to^j^iof'"

and Maine Railroad, its successors or assigns, such deeds auThoriz"^^"^

as may be necessary to convey two certain parcels of land

situated in Westminster, lying along the northerly side of

the location of the Vermont and Massachusetts Railroad

Company, and containing, respectively, forty-eight thousand

two hundred and ten and three thousand four hundred and

six square feet of land, more or less, as shown upon a plan

entitled: "Land in Westminster, Mass. used by the State

Colony. Commonwealth of Massachusetts to Boston and

Maine Railroad. John B. Russell, Real Estate Engineer.

Scale: 1 in. = 100 ft. Jan. 1919." The said plan shall be

recorded with the conveyance of said parcels in the registry

of deeds for the northern district of the county of Worcester,

and the consideration for the conveyance shall be a sum not

less than fifty dollars. Approved April 18, 1910.


