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Chap. 124: ^N ^^'^ RELATIVE TO THE CARE AND PRESERVATION OF LOTS,

TOMBS AND MONUMENTS IN CEMETERIES.

Be a enacted, etc., as follows:

The owner of any right, title or interest in or to a lot,

tomb or monument in any cemetery owned or controlled

by any company or association or by any city or town, may
convey or devise the same to such company, association

or municipality in trust for the purpose of its preservation as

a memorial or as a burial place for the bodies of the owner

and his descendants or relatives, or of such other persons

as may be specified in the deed, will or other instrument

creating the trust, or upon such other trust as may be created

by the owner and accepted by the company, association or

municipality; but no such instrument shall be construed

to take away the right of the heirs of the owner of a lot or

tomb to be buried therein, unless the instrument contain an

express provision to that effect. Any such company, asso-

ciation or municipality may accept any such grant, gift or

devise, and if it accepts the same shall forever carry out and
observe the terms of the instrument by which the grant, gift

or devise was made. After the making of a conveyance or

the taking effect of a devise, as aforesaid, and its acceptance

by the cemetery authorities, the grantor or devisor of the

lot, tomb or monument, or of any interest therein, his heirs

and assigns, shall have no control over the lot, tomb or monu-
ment except such as may be reserved in the instrument of

conveyance or devise. Approved April 22, 1919.
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Chap.125 An Act to establish the soldiers' and sailors' com-

mission.

Kmergency
preamble.

Whereas, The deferred operation of the following act

would largely defeat its purpose, therefore the act is hereby

declared to be an emergency measure, necessary for the

immediate preservation of the public convenience.

Soldiers'
and Sailors'
Commission
established.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Section 1. There is hereby' established the Soldiers'

and Sailors' Commission whose object shall be to investigate

the economic or other conditions which have resulted in the

non-employment of many soldiers, sailors and marines who
have been honorably discharged or have been released from
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the service of the United States; to procure employment object of-, , ,
1111*^ commission,

for them; to take siicli measures as may be legal and proper etc.

to induce former employers of soldiers and sailors to rein-

state them in the positions which they held before entering

the service; to provide means of support for them and their

dependents if they are unable to procure employment, or

if they are unable to work on account of disability or illness;

and, in general, to befriend, protect and encourage those

citizens of the commonwealth who have received or shall

hereafter receive an honorable discharge or release from the

military or naval ser^'ice of the United States.

Section 2. The said commission shall consist of the per- Membership,

sons designated under the provisions of chapter one hun- vacancies,

dred and twelve of the Special Acts of nineteen hundred and ^ °'''^"*'^'''

nineteen. Any vacancies arising in the commission shall be

filled in the manner of the original appointment. The mem-
bers of the commission shall elect a chairman and a secretary

from their number. The commission shall serve without

compensation, but shall be allowed such sums for its neces-

sary expenses as may be approved by the governor and coun-

cil, to be paid out of the appropriation or appropriations for

aiding returning soldiers, sailors and marines in finding em-
ployment. The commission may be furnished with rooms
and may use those of any department with the consent of

the governor and council, and may give public hearings if

they are deemed necessary or expedient.

Section 3. The said commission shall investigate all J^^of non'*-*^

cases of non-employment among men discharged or released employment,

from the military or na\'al ser\'ice of the United States which
are brought to its attention, shall ascertain, so far as is pos-

sible, how many discharged soldiers or sailors are seeking

employment, what kind of employment they are fitted for,

and in what cities or towns they are resident. The com- To obtain

mission shall ascertain from the municipal authorities of all L" t'o'I!^s?bie

cities in the commonwealth, and of the larger towns, what ^wk'by ckies.

constructive public work in respect to buildings, roads, to^^s, etc.

bridges or otherwise could advantageously be undertaken
immediately, or in the near future, in their respective mu-
nicipalities, what would be the cost of each undertaking, and
whether it- would be practicable, and of advantage to the

public. Similar information as to possible constructive work,
and the feasibility and estimated cost thereof, shall be ob-

tained by the commission from the various county commis-
sioners and from the commission on mental diseases, the state
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board of charity, the state board of labor and industries,

the Massachusetts highway commission, the commission

on waterways and public lands, the commissioner of agri-

culture, the state forester, the board of commissioners on

fisheries and game, the Massachusetts commission for the

blind, the board of education, the homestead commission,

the metropolitan park commission, the metropolitan water

and sewerage board, and the transit department of the city of

Boston. And it is hereby made the duty of the mayors, or

corresponding officers or boards of cities, of the selectmen of

towns, and of the other officers, boards, commissions and

departments aforesaid, to furnish the commission hereby

established with all the information which they possess as

to the matters above mentioned, or which they can procure

by reasonable efforts. The said information shall be fur-

nished to the commission, as speedily as possible, in pur-

suance of this act, and without any special request therefor.

It shall be the duty of the said commission to report from

time to time to the general court, with such suggestions for

legislation or otherwise as it may deem necessary or proper;

and if any such report shall become necessary after the pres-

ent general court has been prorogued, it shall be made to the

governor.

Section 4. The commission shall appoint in such in-

dustrial centres and other cities and towns of the common-
wealth as may seem to it expedient, local soldiers' and sailors'

committees, or may designate any existing local committee

or agency to act as such a committee, and may delegate to

said committees such powers and duties as in the judgment

of the commission may be necessary effectively to carry out

the provisions of this act in all parts of the commonwealth.

Such local committees shall, under the supervision and di-

rection of the commission, exercise the powers and duties

delegated as aforesaid, and shall make such reports to the

commission as it may require. The said commission is

hereby authorized to request any persons, associations or

corporations which have already established agencies or

headquarters for the relief of discharged soldiers, sailors and

marines, or shall hereafter establish the same, to co-operate

with the said commission, or to restrict, divert or cease their

efforts, as the commission may deem best for the common
good.

Section 5. The soldiers' and sailors' commission shall

continue in existence until it is dissolved by proclamation
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made by the governor; and the governor is hereby author-

ized and requested to dissolve the commission whenever, in

his judgment, the reasons for its existence have ceased.

Section 6. This act shall take effect upon its passage.

Approved April 24, 1919.

An Act to provide for the proper observance through- ChapA26
OUT THE commonwealth OF THE RETURN OF MASSACHU-
SETTS SOLDIERS, SAILORS AND MARINES.

Whereas, It is fitting that a day should be set apart to Emergency

celebrate the home-coming of Massachusetts soldiers, sailors
^'^"'"^

and marines, and
Whereas, The deferred operation of the following act

might defeat its purpose, therefore, the act is declared to be

an emergency measure, necessary for the immediate preser-

vation of the public convenience.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Section 1. The governor is hereby authorized to desig- Governor may,1 1
,' 1 i*i*i''i ,

designate a holi-
nate by proclamation a day which in his judgment may day for proper

appropriately be set apart for the general observance and ^heTe'turrof

celebration throughout the commonwealth of the home-corn- aoidiert^^iiors

ing of Massachusetts soldiers, sailors and marines, and the '*"'' marines.

day so designated shall, for the year only in which it occurs,

be a holiday within the meaning of the ninth clause of sec-

tion five of chapter eight of the Revised Laws and the amend-
ments thereof, and all the public offices shall be closed on
that day.

Section 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage.

Approved April 24, 1919.

An Act relative to clerical assistance in the office Cfiay 127
OF the clerk of the MUNICIPAL COURT FOR THE ROXBURY
DISTRICT OF THE CITY OF BOSTON.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Section one of chapter four hundred and seventy-five of ^end^^j^^'
the acts of nineteen hundred and eight is herebj^ amended
by striking out the words "six hundred", in the fourth line,

and substituting the words: — one thousand, — so as to

read as follows:— Section 1. The clerk of the municipal
^sslstTnce

court of the Roxbury district of the city of Boston mav an- to cierk of

11 1 i? 1 • 1 • , ' \ > rr>
* Boston munic-

nuaiiy expend tor clerical assistance in his office, a sum not ipai court for


