
From Auditor Bump

Over the past three weeks, the Commonwealth and
the nation have witnessed protesters standing up
and calling on society to confront the insidious
forms of institutionalized racism and bias that have
long been a part of everyday life in our country. Like
many others, I’ve questioned whether I’ve done
enough in the past to confront these issues and
looked for ways to lend my voice to these efforts
going forward.
 
When the state’s Black and Latino Legislative
Caucus (BLLC) and other elected officials of color
released a 10-point plan to combat systemic racism
and curb police misconduct, I knew there was an opportunity to support their efforts
in a meaningful way.
 
One of the points in this plan focuses on the implementation of a Police Officer
Standards & Training (POST) system in Massachusetts. A study released last year by
my office called for the establishment of such a system. POST would set minimum
training standards, regulate training curricula, and set criteria for maintenance of
police licensure and certification. It would also allow for decertification by requiring
departments to track fired and problematic officers, while also creating a centralized
system to hold this information. POST will improve public safety, increase
accountability, and build trust in local police departments.  
 
Yesterday, Governor Baker unveiled his administration’s proposal to implement POST
in Massachusetts. It is a bold step forward for policing in the Commonwealth.
 
I commend the BLLC and the Massachusetts Chiefs of Police Association for their

https://www.mass.gov/info-details/police-officer-standards-and-training-post-in-massachusetts


persistent advocacy for a comprehensive system of modern police training and
standards of behavior. I look forward to working with them, civil rights advocates, the
Legislature, and the Baker Administration to ensure this proposal is an integral and
effective element of reform in our state.
 
A POST system will not solve all of the issues around race and policing in
Massachusetts. Still, it is an important first step toward building a society that values
and treats all people equally.

Thank you,
 
Suzanne M. Bump
Auditor of the Commonwealth
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