
Amendment to Section V(C) of Land Court Standing Order 7-20 

This amendment, effective August 17, 2020, amends Section V(C) of Land Court Standing 
Order 7-20 by striking Section V(C) in its entirety and replacing it with the following new 
Section V(C).  In all other respects, Land Court Standing Order 7-20 remains in force and 
effect. 

 
C. Cases to Determine the Military Status of a Mortgagor; Servicemembers 

(SM) Cases 

This section V(C) governs the Land Court’s processing of cases brought to obtain a judicial 
determination of the military status of mortgagors, known as Servicemembers, or “SM” 
cases.  Until further notice, eFiling through the eFilema.com website for Land Court 
Servicemembers cases remains unavailable to the public and attorneys.  (This does not 
affect eFiling in any other Trial Court department or in the appellate courts.) 

1. Urgent Servicemembers (SM) Cases 

Filers may seek to advance an urgent Servicemembers case or matter to be processed and 
handled remotely upon an adequate showing of circumstances requiring the prompt 
determination of the military status of the mortgagor and upon demonstration, by affidavit 
or otherwise, that the case or matter falls within an exemption from the federal and state 
moratoria on certain foreclosures and related actions.  A request to advance a 
Servicemembers case on the grounds that it is urgent shall be submitted to the court 
electronically by email using the court’s emergency email address 
(LandCourt.Emergency@jud.state.ma.us). Servicemembers cases that are exempt from the 
moratoria and are shown to be urgent, will be given priority over the court’s processing of 
other Servicemembers cases. 

2. Non-urgent Servicemembers (SM) Cases 

The Land Court will endeavor to address non-urgent Servicemembers cases that are 
exempt from the state and federal moratoria on certain foreclosures and related actions, 
but only to the extent available court staffing and other resources permit, and with priority 
given to those cases qualifying as urgent.  The Land Court will also process dismissals filed 
in any pending Servicemembers cases.   

Filers may submit a dismissal in any pending Servicemembers case (including cases 
originally submitted via eFiling) via hard-copy paper filing by mail or delivery service.   

With the exception of dismissals, to advance a new or pending Servicemembers case, the 
filer must demonstrate, by affidavit asserting sufficient facts, that the case or matter falls 
within an exemption from all applicable state or federal moratoria as in effect from time to 
time, including, without limitation,  
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• Chapter 65 of the Acts of 2020, “An Act Providing for a Moratorium on Evictions and 
Foreclosures During The COVID-19 Emergency,” including any lawful extensions 
thereof;  

• Section 4022 of the federal CARES Act, Public L. No. 116-136, 134 Stat. 281 (Mar. 27, 
2020), including any lawful extensions thereof; and  

• any state or federal executive or administrative orders, notices, or letters imposing a 
foreclosure moratorium, including any lawful extensions thereof.   

The Land Court has provided on its website a form Affidavit of Inapplicability of State and 
Federal Moratoria.  Filers may complete and file this affidavit with the court to 
demonstrate that there is no applicable moratorium or other legal impediment to the filing 
and processing of the particular Servicemembers case.   

Cases or matters that fall within an exemption from the state or federal moratoria must be 
submitted to the court, along with the required affidavit, and any accompanying or 
supporting papers, via hard-copy paper filing by mail or delivery service.  Filers also will be 
required to follow any guidelines or directives announced by the Recorder’s Office (to be 
posted to the Land Court’s web site), which may include a request to refile hard copies of 
documents previously filed through e-filing (in already pending cases). 

If, upon review, the court determines that the facts alleged in the affidavit are facially 
insufficient to demonstrate that an exemption from each of the applicable foreclosure 
moratoria applies to the case or matter, the filer will be notified, and the court will refrain 
from further advancement or processing of the case until both the foreclosure moratoria 
are no longer in effect, and also additional staffing and resources become available, in light 
of health, safety, and operational conditions. 

Filers are discouraged from submitting any routine Servicemembers cases or filings (with 
the exception of dismissals) that do not fall within an exemption to the applicable state and 
federal moratoria, as the court will be unable to act on such cases until the moratoria no 
longer are in effect and additional staffing and resources become available, in light of 
health, safety, and operational conditions. 

Amendment adopted August 14, 2020; effective August 17, 2020. 

 
/s/ Gordon H. Piper 

 Gordon H. Piper 
Chief Justice of the Land Court 
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